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CADET POLLEN'S DEATH
Family cries for justice

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The family of cadet Sharmila
Shaharin Pollen, allegedly
murdered at Mymensingh Girls
Cadet College in 2005, has again
demanded justice.

At a press conference at
Dhaka Reporters’ Unity yester-
day, victim's father Ft Sgt (retd)
MA Bashar Patowary said it has
been around four years that his
family is yet to get the justice
regarding the death of their
daughter.

He said they are now consid-
ering approaching the Amnesty

+ International for justice.

The family members of the
deceased had blamed the then
adjutant of the cadet college for
herkilling.

They claimed that Pollen had

complained several times about
the adjutant taunting her on
many occasions.

They also said it was impossi-
ble for Pollen having 5 feet 6
inches height to commit suicide
from the shower-pipe of the
bathroom.

“Her first autopsy was done
in Mymensingh without our
consent. She had a mark from
the blow on her shoulder that
the autopsy report overlooked,”
said Patowary.

The report of the second
autopsy, done about a month
later, said the 'reason of her
death is unknown’,

“We requested for the report
of CID investigation but they
refused to give. The military
headquarters and the cadet
college authorities also promised
to conduct separate investiga-
tions but we never heard any-
thingabout them,” headded.

The family also alleged foul
play by the cadet college author-
ities for hiding important facts,
giving various versions of the
incident at different occasions
andstaging asuicide drama.

Pollen, a resident student of
the college, was preparing for
HSC Examination in 2005

She received GPA L in SSC
Examination in 2003

According o her parents
Pollen was talened, conlident

and happy.
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Former adviser to a caretaker government advocate Sultana Kamal admires a photograph after
inaugurating the 2nd part of Chobi Mela V, an international festival of photography, at Shilpakala

Academy in the city yesterday.

SURVEY ON MATERNAL HEALTHCARE
Lack of awareness puts lives

of mothers, babies at risk

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Lack of awareness about
antenatal, delivery and
postnatal care is the predomi-
nant factor that puts the lives of
mothers and babies at risk,
accordingtoarecentsurvey.

[t also identified early mar-
riage, teenage pregnancy and
early child bearing as the major
causes of increased vulnerabil-

New 'Sazzadanshin
Pir' of Mia
Saheber Maidan

METRO DESK

Hazrat Shah Syed Ahmedur
Rahim Baqi has been installed
as the '‘Sazzadanshin Pir’' ofMia
Saheber Maidan Khanka Shanf
at Laxmi Bazar in the city
recently, saysa pressrelease.

He took over the charge of
the Khanka Sharif as his father
Hazrat Shah Sufi Syed
Hamidullah, the 8th
Gaddinshin Pir, passed away
on January 27.

Mayor Sadeque Hossain
KNhoka, Pir Hazrat Shah Syed
Ahasanuzzaman, Pir Hazrat
Shah Abu Taleb, Pir Hazrat

Shah Syed Fayji Mohammadi

Ahammadullah, former
ambassador Mohammad
Mohsin, Justice Md Mahfuzur

t Rahman, Dr Syed Waliullah,

Syed Rezaur Rahman, Abu
Sayeed Sagar, Khandakar
Abdul Mannan, Md Fariduddin
Ahmed and Md Mahbubur
Rahman were present at the
installation ceremony.

ity forwomen and newborns.

The survey on maternal and
neonatal health was con-
ducted among more than
13,000 women in Narail,
Jamalpur, Thakurgaon and
Moulvibazar districts in 2008
under the joint government-
UN inmitiatives ‘Accelerating
progress towards maternal and
neonatal mortality and
Morbidity'.

The survey said for about 62
percent of women, antenatal
care or dehvery service at the
healthcare facility 'was not
seen as necessary or benefi-
cial’. For one in four women,
theissue was the lack of money.
About 10 percent of respon-
dents felt that they would
receive better delivery care at
home compared to health
facility.

Among the respondents,
the average age of marriage
was 16 years old and 72 percent
of them became mother for the
first time before the age of 20.
The hgure was 79 percent in
Jamalpurdistrict.

The findings of the survey
were disclosed at a dissemina-
tion session yesterday organ-
1sed jointly by the health minis-
try and UNFPA, Unicef and
WHOatIDB Bhaban mrrthe city.

The survey also highlighted
that women are not the key-
decision makers in matters
relaing to the delivery and
postnatal care. Only 14 percent
of women seeking treatment
for complications reported
making the decision them-
selves. For 78 percent, the

decision to seek treatment was
taken by their husband.

Although women were
generally satisfied about the
quality of services they
received at health facilities, 15
percent of women reported
that they had to wait for more
than 45 minutes to receive
treatment for complications,
the survey said.

The survey report recom-
mended improving access to
skilled birth attendance, creat-
INg awareness on the impor-
tance of safe delivery by skilled
service provider, encouraging
women to use health services
through an increased support
from family and community
and providing information
about family planning and
optimalbirth spacing.

Director general of Health
Services Prof Shah Monir
Hossain was present at the
dissemination session as the
chief guest while Director of
Primary Health Care Dr ABM
Jahangir Alam chaired the
session.

Urs

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Arl international Urs (religious

* conferénce) of Hazrat Shah Sufi

Khaja Baba Foridpuri will be
held on February 14, 15, 16 and
17 at Bishwa Zaker Manzil in
Faridpur, saysa press release.

The organisers hoped
devotees from about 85 coun-
tries would attend the Urs.

Akheri Munazat of the Urs
willbe held on February 17.
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'Ensure birth registration

of every child free of cost'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rights activists at a press confer-
ence yesterday demanded the
government ensure birth regis-
tration for every child in the
country free of cost to safeguard
their rights.

The leaders of Bangladesh
Shishu Odhikar Forum,
( vordinating Council for Human
Itights in Bangladesh and Habitat
Council Bangladesh said the
duration of free birth registration
is over, but still a huge number of
children is yet to go through the
process.

They said this at the press
conference at National Press Club
in the city.

Excluding Dhaka City

Corporation (DCC) and Barisal
division, 81,77 percent of the total
population completed their birth
registration while only 46 percent
have received the birth certificate
since September last year.

“The situation of birth regis-
tration in DCC area IS worst as
only 3.8 percent of the city people
have registered their births,” said
Odhikar Chairperson Wahida
Banu.

[f the government wants
people to go through the birth
registration process of their
children paying money, a large
number of children would
remain out of the programme,
sheadded.

The leaders said birth registra-
tion is the first step to ensure

rights of the children and a per-
manent and official record of
their existence.

It will be helpful to prevent
carly marriage, child labour as
well as to ensure justice. At the
same time, it will ensure their
immunisation, getting bank loan,
driving licence, passport, health
service, marriage registration,
filing case, selling property and to
settle heir to property, they
added.

Coordinating Council for
Human Rights President AHM
Nouman, Director advocate
Shamsuddin, Odhikar Director
Kafil Uddin, Habitat Council Vice
Chairman MA Majid and
Secretary General Mahbubul
Haque also spoke.
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Attention Valued Subscribers

> Attempt to call any number
> Check balance by dialing *566#

In order to recharge a newly purchased Grameenphone prepaid
SIM through Flexiload for the first time, subscribers must perform
any one of the following activities:

> Attempt to send an SMS

| . Subscribers can use the preloaded talktime available with every
.~ new connection to perform the above activities. However,

recharging through Scratch Cards will not require performing any
of the activities mentioned above.
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SMARTPHONE

- Email

- |nternet

- Windows Live, MSN

- Microsoft Outlook

- Microsoft Office Mobile

- Contact, Calender
= Camera, Video

- Games & Applications
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Available at: DHAKA-Bashundhara City: Cyme Plus# 8122817, 8610637, 01714024444, Plaza: AHlslam# 8631769,

9660182, 8652157, 01711565757; Tokyo Electronics# 9668906, 9669824, 01714004990: Taseen Telecom# 8650997,017160333
01713030600 North Tower: Mollah Telecom# 01715478249, Eastern Mallika: Ananda Telecomn# 01819411004
031631876, 01820223007, 01712304080; SYLHET-Chowhatta: Star Tel# 720377, 0171
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Poppy Dales
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1995050, 01732843700, KHULNA-New Market: Ra

Ground floor, Plot No 19, Road No 4, Gulshan 1, D
. 02-8832883, 02-8832884 Email: sales@update-

e T

01715061666, Joya Telecom# 9677278, 9670389, 01713084123: Yen Electronicss
33; Rifles Square: RK Electronics# 9674239,01712818188. 01 552407193,
Stadium: One Telecom# 9565938, CHITTAGONG-New Market: C hittagong Electronics#
jib Telecom# 01711383163; Audio Spot# 01678151303

haka 1212, Bangladesh. Phone: 01711-595755,
bd.com www.update-bd.com

4 bedroom — 2720 sft.
at DOHS, Baridhara

— -

Exclusive ready apartments with decorative interior

ELLORA

4 bedroom — 2400 stt.

at Uttara
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= Modern fixtures & fittings

Functionally rich wall & kitchen cabinets

< Decorative ceiling edge

<

< Standard quality Jacuzzi / Bathtub
(=

Central gas geyser / Electrical gas geyser provision
e = Adequate generator backup
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ACCOUNTANTS

packages.

50% Discount
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et Entry + All Rides (Unlimited)

Per Person M Tk.115

+
Fantasy Kingdom Entry Price 1

L on Entry!l' @\WATER KINEDOK

Asset Developments & Holdings Ltd, a steadily
growing Company developing high quality homes, is
looking for hard-working professionals for the positions
of "Assistant Project Accountants' to be posted at
various construction projects within Dhaka City.

Concert & D) are frea!
for the Park Visitors

Bus Service : Manjil Paribahan, Hanif Metro Service, Super Bus & Chalanbil
Tel: 8833786, 9896402, 7701946-49, 01913531385, 019713531 388

*Conditions apply * VAT Included *Please do not bring any eutside food & beverage

Graduates in Commerce or Business Studies having 3 to
> years work experience in project management,
construction or related fields, with good communication
skills and the ability to work in a team are encouraged
to apply. The positions carry attractive remuneration

Interested candidates fulfilling the above criteria are requested to send their
. updated resume along with a recent passport size

photograph within 7 days of this advertisement

to the following address

The Chairman & President
- Asset Developments & Holdings Ltd
Office Of Corporate & Management Services
- 91 Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka-1212

! . .
Note : Any effort to unduly influence the recruitment will be a reason for disqualification.
Fhose who have applied within the last 6 months need not apply again. Applications will

he Kepr strictly confidential.
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