Death anniversary
of Tawfiq Aziz
Khan observed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The eighth death anniversary
of Tawfig Aziz Khan, an emi-
nent journalist, sports writer
and commentator, was
observed yesterday.

One of the leading journal-
ists of the country, Tawfiqg
joined the then Pakistan
Observer as a staff reporter in
1958 while he was a student of
Dhaka University.

He worked as public rela-
tions officer at the erstwhile
EPIDC (East Pakistan
Industries Development
Corporation) and Titas Gas
Corporation from 1968 to 1975
before joining Dainik Bangla
and Bichitra as general man-
ager.

He joined The Daily Star in
1990 as its founder managing
editor. He became executive
editor in 1997 and worked in
that capacity till his death.

The first English sports
commentator of the country,
Tawfig Aziz worked in radio,
and later in television, since
1958. He was also the resident
editor of Cricketer Asia of
Hong Kong and Sports Times
of Lahore.

Tawfiq Aziz was the
founder editor of the fort-
nightly Sports World (Krira
Jagat). He was also involved
with the weekly Holiday at the
Initial stage of its publication.

A life member of Jatiya
Press Club, he was elected
president of Bangladesh
Sports Writers' Association for
six tumes.

He was also a national
committee member of Fema
(Fair_Election Monitoring
Alliarice).

tHe wasa founder member
and president of the country's
first group theatre 'Drama
Circle’ and served the Rotary
Club of Dhaka North-West as
Its president for two consecu-
tive years from 1999.

He died of lung cancer at
the age of 64 on February 11,
2001,

Read constitution
before trying

war criminals
Says SQ Chowdhury

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP lawmaker Salauddin
Quader Chowdhury yesterday
called on the government to
read the constitution before
initiating the trial of war crimi-
nals.

"Those who want to try war
criminalsshould read the article
47 (A) and 47 (3) of the constitu-
ton to find out whether the
people of the country are eligi-
ble to be war criminals,” he said.
"However, we want the trial of
war criminals,” headded.

The lawmaker was speaking
as the chief guest at a discussion
on Tifa, transit (corridor) agree-
ment and regional taskforce in
the context of Bangladesh's
security at the National Press
Club in the city. Bangladesh
Mafaswal Manabadhikar
Sangbadik Forum organised the
discussion.

The BNP leader also said
transit agreement can be signed
with a country, but it is essential
to know about that country and
the pros and cons of such an
agreement.

We would be able to deal
with transit issue when our
economy would be strength-
ened and our per capita income
would be $1000," he said.

Criticising the proposal for a
South Asian Taskforce,

Speakers tell dialogue

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a dialogue yesterday amphasised
the importance of implementing a unified
primary education system in the country.

Speaking as the chief guest, State Minister
for Foreign Affairs Hasan Mahmud said several
types of primary education is prevailing in the
country which is producing discrimination
among the quality of pupils.

He underscored the need for implementing
a unified primary education system to remove
the discrimination.

Bangladesh Enterprise Institute (BEl)
organised the dialogue on 'Education system
and curricula in Bangladesh and its compati-
bility with the modern age' at the BEI audito-
rium in the city with its President Farooq
Sobhan in the chair.

The minister expressed frustration on the

religion there,

Bangladesh.
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Introduce unified
primary education

lavish lifestyle of the youths at present, saying
that in past time young people of the country
had at least some sort of sacrificing tendency
which was found in a large scale during the
liberationwarin 1971.

Stressing the need for unified education and
renovating madrasa, Independent University
Vice Chancellor Bazlul Mobin Chowdhury said
the meaningof madrasais 'centre oflearning’.

“So, itis not necessary to teach the students
"headded.

The BEI president said Bangladesh has
several divergent streams of education that
lead to fragment the social fabric,

He further said that some of those disparate
streams have failed to equip the youth to face
the challenges of modern age. Moreover,
madrasa education has long been perceived as
a breeding ground for radicalisation in
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Conference atahotelin Cox's Bazar yesterday.
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Foreign Minister Dipu Moni speaks at the closing session of the 7th South Asian Free Media

rules on Feb 15
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Hearing on pending High
Court (HC) rules on the pro-
ceedings of the Niko and

| bargesmounted power plantds

comuption cases filed byathe,
Anti-Corruption ComimisSion
(ACC) against Prime Minister
and Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina and others is due
tobe heldonFebruary 15.

The lawyers concerned of
the cases could not specifically
inform the legal status of the co-
accused of the cases other than
Sheikh Hasina and her Adviser
Dr Toufig-e-Elahi Chowdhury,
since the original records con-
taining the legal status of the co-
accused are now pending with
theHC.

Additional Attorney General
Mansur Habib, ACC's lawyer
Advocate Khurshid Alam Khan
and Sheikh Hasina's lawyer
Advocate AFM Mesbahuddin
recently told The Daily Star that
without seeing the case records,

it 1s not possible for them to
make any comment on whether
all the accused of the cases are
onbailorincustody:.

Iht.y said the trial courts are
hiot piriceeding with the trials of
rothe, Gases: since ,the HG had

stayed theirproceedings

The HC had directed the law
enforcers not to harass or arrest
Sheikh Hasina in connection
with the cases, which are now
pending with the special judge's
courts in Dhaka and Toufig-e-
Elahi Chowdhury got bail from
the Appellate Division in the
cases.

Upon separate quashment
petitions, the HC on July 7 last
year stayed all the proceedings
of the corruption cases filed by
the ACC and issued the rules
askingthe governmentand ACC
to explain why the cases should
notbe quashed.

The Niko scam case awaits
charge hearing and the barge-
mounted power plant case is in
the phase of cross-examination

PHOTO: STAR
ChanneliDirector and Head of News Shykh Siraj speaks at a press
conference on a recitation competition titled 'Channel | Aabritti
Chhande Anande' at its office in the city yesterday. On his left are
Channel i Managing Directq Faridur Reza Sagar and cultural
personalities Pragga Laboniand Asaduzzaman Noor.
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Moderate fog likely

NIKO, BARGE CORRUPTION CASES

Hearing on pending HC

of the prosecution witnesses by
thedefence.
BARGE-MOUNTED PLANT
CASE

On January 10 of last year, the
ACC pressed charges, against
Sheikh Hasina and seven others
in the barge-mounted power
plantcorruption case.

The other chargesheeted
accused of the case are
Bangabandhu Memorial Trust
(BMT) Curator Siddique,
Towfiqg-e-Elahi Chowdhury,
former Power Development
Board (PDB) chairman Noor
Uddin Mahmud Kamal,
Managing Director of Summit
Industries and Mercantile
Corporation Private Ltd Aziz
Khan and Director Farid Khan,
United Group Chairman Hasan
Mahmud Raja and Director
AbulKalam Azad.

NIKO CASE

The commission pressed
charges on May 7 of last year
against nine persons including
Sheikh Hasina.

The other accused are
former state minister for
energy Prof Rafiqul Islam,
former principal secretary to
Prime Minister's Office Dr SA
Samad, former energy secre-
taries Towfiq-e-Elahi
Chowdhury and M Akmal
Hossain, former Petrobangla
chairman Mosharraf Hossain,
and Vice-President (South
Asia) of Niko Resources
Bangladesh Ltd Kashem Sharif,
former secretary of External
Resources Division Dr AKM
Moshiur Rahman and former
director of Petrobangla (mines,
minerals and operation) Syed
Anwarul Haque.

HC declares
illegal forced
retirement
of 7 Biman
officials

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yesterday
declared illegal the actions of
Biman Bangladesh Airlines
authorities giving forced retire-
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Organisations
greet Zillur

Different socio-political
organisations yesterday con-
gratulated veteran Awami
League leader Zillur Rahman
on his being the next president
of the country.

In separate statements,
they said it is a matter of great
pride to have such a patriotic
and political heavyweight as
the president.

Amra Muktijoddhar Santan
President Md Humayun Kabir
and General Secretary Syed
Ashraful Islam Nayan greeted
Zillur and expressed gratitude
to the prime minister and the
cabinetto nominate him.

Jatiya Party Secretary
General Shahidul Islam also
grected the president-elect
and hoped that he would help
establish good governance
and act neutrally for the wel-
fare of the country.

ASM Abdur Rab also con-
gratulated the new president
and wished him success.

Gaziul Haque
hospitalised

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Language movement veteran
Gaziul Haque was admitted to
Square Hospital in the city
yesterday morning as his
condition deteriorated.

He has been placed on
artificial ventilator at the ICU
of the hospital.

Born on February 13 in
1929, Gaziul Haque played a
leading role in the language
movement of 1952. Heis alsoa
valiant freedom fighter.

Gaziul Haque, a member of
the advisory committee of
Awami League, also took part
in the mass upsurge of 1969
and anti-autocratic move-
mentin 1990.

Mosatfiz, Azad
DSEC president,”
general secretary

UNB, Dhaka

Mir Mostafiz Ahmed and Abul
Kalam Azad were elected
president and general secre-
tary of Dhaka Sub-editors'
Council (DSEC) onTuesday:.

Other office-bearers are:
Vice-president: Jahangir Alam,
Joint Secretary: Shahidul Islam,
Treasurer: Ashraful Islam,
Organising Secretary: Lutfar
Rahman Himel (unopposed),
Publicity and Publication
Secretary: Nasima Akhter
Shoma, Office Secretary AKM
Sakhawat Hossain, Training
and Research Secretary: Enayet
Ferdous and Culture and
Sports Secretary: Khairul Alam.

Executive committee
members are Idris Madrazi,
Sharmin Jahan Ajanta, Suman
Islam, Shahana Sheuly, M
Shamsul Alam Shetu, Shah
Matin Tipu, Uttam Kumar,
Jakirul Islam, Tapan Bagchi,
Soieb Ahmed and Emdad
Hossain Bhuiyan.

Birth anniversary

of Hena Das today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 85th birth anniversary of
Comrade Hena Das, a pioneer

in women's rights movement |

in the country, will be cele-
brated today, says a press
release.

On the occasion, CPB
leaders and her admirers will
greet her at a ceremony at her
residence in the city.

5000 phones
out of order
in city, Tongi

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Outgoing President lajuddin Ahmed stands in silence after placing a wreath at "Shikha Anirban'
Dhaka Cantonment yesterday to pay homage to the members of the Armed Forces who

theirlives in the Liberation War,
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'MUKTIJUDDHO O NARI'

Demand for probe into
plagiarism of manuscript

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Nari Pragati Sangha
yesterday demanded the gov-
emment investigate plagiarism
of the manuscript of
‘Muktijuddho O Nari' (Women
and the Liberation War) from
the ministry of liberation war
affairs.

It also demanded punish-
ment to the 'plagiarists’ of the
research work and confiscation
of all the copies of the plagia-
rised version from the market.

Nari Pragati leaders said this
at a press conference at the
National Press Club in the city.

Executive Director of the
organisation Rokeya Kabir
claimed that under the project
"Muktijuddher Dalil O Itihas
Bishoyok Grontho Prokash
Prokolpo’ of Bangla Academy,
she along with Mujib Mehedi, a
researcher and poet, started to
work forthe bookin 1999.

But as the project was sus-
pended and the manuscript was
transferred to the concemed
ministry, they finally published
the book from the Institute for
Environment and Development
(LED) in 2006, she added.

She said: "But Dr Emajuddin
Ahmed, former vice chancellor
(VC) of Dhaka University, Dr
Jasim Uddin, former VC of
Jahangimagar University, and
Mehedi Hassan Palash, a senior
sub-editor of a vernacular daily

»the Ingilab, plagiarised our

research works,” adding that
the plagiarised version styled
‘Muktijuddhe Nari' (Women in
the Liberation War) was pub-
lished from Asia Publications in
2008 with some distortion and
droppingoutsome sections.
"We have already sent letters
to the liberation war
and Bangla Academy to investi-
gate the issue as the real history
of the liberation war and the
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main philosophy of women in ' |
the war were distorted in the

plagiarised version. At the same | '
time, a huge amount of
was wasted for this,”

Rokeya.

said _i
She also mentioned that the :

changesnmdcmlheplaghrhedl
copy include proclaiming dai

country's liberation war on .

March 27, 1971, while the real |
history is that it was proclaimed
on March 26, 1971,
mentioned in the original book.

The plagiarists also never ;
mentioned Bangabandhu
when-they referred to Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. From page 28
to page 188 of the book was
copied from the manuscript,
albeit just conveniently drop-
pingsome sections.

Former director general of |
Bangla Academy Prof Syed !
Anwar Hossain, [ED Executive 4
Director Noman Ahmed and *
writer Mujib Mehedi also spoke. 3

3 DU JOURNOS GET AWARDS
Regular Ducsu polls

reiterated:
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Dhaka University Journalists'
Association (Duja) yesterday
awarded three journalists
Shaheed Sangbadik Chishti
Shah Helalur Rahman Award
for their best reporting on the
Dhaka University.

Jannatul Ferdous Tanvi, DU
Correspondent of
Bdnews24.com, won the
award for her best report in
2008, while Saidur Rahman of
the Ittefag and Mahbubur
Rahman of the Amar Desh
received the awards for 2007
and 2006 respectively.

Tanvi received the award
for her report on rare manu-
scripts, which were lying
neglected at the central
library, while Saidur got the
award for his report on the
postal system at DU and
Mahbub for his report on
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Vice Chancellor Prof AAMS
Arefin Siddique gave away the
awards to the winners at a
ceremony at Nabab Nawab Ali
Chowdhury Senate Bhaban on
the campus. Each award
carnies Tk 10,000.

Speaking on the occasion,
he reiterated the need to hold
Dhaka University Central
Students' Union (Ducsu)
elections regularly.

There is no alternative to
holding elections to Ducsu in
order to bring a qualitative
change to the student politics,
the VC said, adding that the
active student bodies should
reach aconsensus to thisend.

Pro-Vice Chancellor Prof
Harun-or-Rashid, Treasurer
Prof Mizanur Rahman, Prof
AFM Yusuf Haider and Proctor
Dr Saiful Islam Khan were also
present.
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Winners of Shaheed Journalist Chishti Shah Helalur Rahman
Award pose with Dhaka University Vice Chancellor AAMS Arefin
Siddique and other guests at the award giving ceremony on the
university campus yesterday.
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Commission
concerned at
HR violation
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The National Human Rights -
Commission (NHRC) has -
expressed grave concern at the <
violation of human rights by -

the authorities of Tex Tech
Company Ltd, a garment }
factory at Banani, as they sent * ,-
out the female workers bare- ¢

footduringthelunchbreak. &

At a meeting on February ;
10, the commission asked the |
factory authorities to explain
immediately their position in
this regard.

The commission took the
action following a report on
such act published in The
Daily Star on February 8 under
the headline 'Barefoot, they
sentout forlunch'.

'"Take action
against PSC
chairman'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Candidates, who were unsuc-
cessful as per the second
results of 27th BCS
Pxamination, yesterday
demanded stern actions
against the PSCchairman.

In a statement, they wanted
to know why the chairman is
still in his post despite evi-
dences of his corruption and
fraud, says a pressrelease.

They said any other way
rather than reinstating the
successful candidates of Ist-
phase results will create more
complications.

Meanwhile, the unsuccess-
ful candidates are continuing
their hunger strike to urge the
government to remove the PSC
chairman and his subordinates
for fraud in releasing the 2nd
phase results of BCS examina-
tion within 72 hours.,

On the third day of the
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Abdul Kader Mollah, Editor of
The New Nation Mostofa Kamal
Majumder and forum secretary

ins of the country during late night till moming, Met Office
said. Night temperature may remain nearly unchanged.
Highest temperature 32.0 degrees Celsius was recorded

Bangladesh Labour Welfare
Foundation organises a drawing
competition on elimination of child

book 'Whither National Security
Bangladesh 2007'. Venue: BIISS
auditorium. Time: 10:30am.

of Dhaka Medical College
Hospital, Lalbagh, ls]ambag?'a.
Posta, Subal Das Road, Raj

tive posts immediately.
The HC verdict came upon

Alhaj Badrunnesa Khanam,
seven separate writ Jjeutinns

younger sister of Bangladesh’s

general Reza Kashem Raju also yesterday at Hatia and lowest 10.8 degrees Celsius at filed by the forced-retired s:?am Rn;ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁ :;Erf(:::':f Di Aok lsbour. Venue: National Press first Prime Minister Tajuddin
spoke. SEIBD gAY BlbAnDEICIA . gabf;s [ﬁmammhnle in frnn)t( s Club audiorium. Time: 5:00pm. Ahmed, passed away due to a
The sun sets in the capital at 5:52pm today and rises at Earlier on January 12, upon pie A0 Al of tha Alllance for Knowledge R dtabl cardiac arrest at Combined
Bo dy recovered 6:33am tomorrow. separate writ petitions, the HC | 01 suhrawardy dﬂ Development and Awareness for OUN table Military Hospital (CMH) in the
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