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A rare find in Naogaon
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back from Naogaon
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A rare hand written letter by Nobel laure-
ate poet Rabindranath Tagore was recov-
ered recently from Patisar village under
Atrai Upazila in the northern district of
Naogaon. It's a landmark discovery, as
this is the first document carrying
Tagore's handwriting.

Naheed Sultana, custodian,
Rabindranath Kachharibari Museum at
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Solo Art

Exhibition
Title: Palolik Dinfipi
Artist: Kalidas Karmakar
Organiser; Bengal Gallery
:f. na Arts =

nue; Bengal of
Fine Arts, H ZTN‘F.II:W
27(old) Dhanmondi
Date: February 15-28
Time! 12pm-8pm
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any of the museums in Bangladesh,” said
Mohammad Abdul Khaleque, director
general, Department of Archaeology,
Bangladesh.

The letter has a complicated history:
One Matiur Rahman of Patisar village
collected the letter from a man named
Nazrul Islam. Nazrul Islam inherited it
from his father Kabej Ali Mandal, the
only Muslim cook working on the poet's
boat. Matiur Rahman has been collect-
ing Tagore memorabilia from several
districts in the county since 2003 on his
own initiative.

some handwritten letters by the
poet's son Rathindranath and other
family members are carelessly housed at
the Patisar Rathindranath Institute,
under the principal in-charge of the
institute, ABM Mosaddek Hossain.

Matiur Rahman asserted that a large
number of Rabindranath memorabilia
had been missing from the Patisar
Rabindra Kachharibari since 1947. “I've
seen lockers and other furniture lying

uncared for atalocal sub-post office and
union land office in Patisar,"” he said.

Priceless coins
recovered in Bhola

RAFIQUL ISLAM, Barisal
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A significant number of ancient coins have been recovered at Joyavillage
under Gangapur union of Borhanuddin upazila, Bhola district.

Arabicor Persian writing are engraved on the coins.

Advocate Fariduddin, local UP chairman, said that when he heard
about the findings of the hidden treasure, he called Ataur Rahman of the
village on February 5. Ataur admitted that while digging for the founda-
tions of his new house, he found a metal pitcher with some old coins.
According to the locals, pirates used to bury their booty -- that included
gold and silver coins -- in coastal villages like Joya.

Authenticity and quantity of the coins were not disclosed.

Ataur presented a silver coin weighing 1.2 tola to the son of the UP
chairman and another to Milon, the digger who recovered the treasure.

Poet Abu Zafar’s birth
anniversary observed

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal
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The 75th birth anniversary of poet Abu Zafar Obaidullah was
observed with much fanfare at Baherchar under Babuganj
upazila of Barisal district on February 8.

Abu Zafar Obaidullah Smriti Pathagar chalked up the
event. The participants held a discussion on the life, work and
achievements of the poet at the Pathagar premises.

The speakers said that though he was a high up civil ser-
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Musical Soiree

Title: Bhalobashar
Gaan

Organiser: Rabl Raag
Venue: Natmanadal,
Dhaka University

Date: February 14
Time: 6:30 pm

Arabic or Persian writing are engraved on the coins.

Celebrity chef Rick

Stein in town

Celebrity chef Rick Stein
arrived
yesterday. The chef, who
has a specialty in sea-

in Dhaka
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Tagore had pointed out in the letter vice official, Obaidullah always preferred to be known as a shootxng SNk Epeoc il |
v poetofthe soil, nature and mankind. his popular television
7@'\/ “Obaidullah always incorporated elements such as the series at the Dhaka Club
T The letter is signed by joys and sorrows, struggles and lives of the peasantsandthe today at 3pm. He would
% g richimages and legends of Bengal,” said the speakers. also be shooting
_ Atikur Rahman, president of the Pathagar presided over ek i S
iy the No bEI Iau feate poet. the proceedings, while Bazlur Rwﬂgﬂst ¢ forrter UP anfn_th:e;_*gjlggggiﬂ ™
- - chairman, was chief guest. Headmaster Rafikul Islam, Sultan Nazimgafli' Resor in's
Mahmud, Abu Taleb Master, Rashid Molla and others Sylhet on February 13,
that his date of birth was May 6, 1861. addressed theaudience. says a press release.
: Aol Dol b s "G T However, custodian Naheed Sultana told In the course of the meeting, a decision was also made to i
S S 0 i SEpAD] e The Daily Star that he was born on May 7 hold a two-day long Kabi Abug Zafar Obaidullah Mela 2009 haaol:; mi Eﬁ;ﬁ;ﬂu}
contiomed that, WEAIx, Page Jefler Was, e, +fie same ‘year ‘She: mabitatned: fhat complete with cultural programmes and discussions at G °" Rick Stein
addressed to someone in Bolpur Tagore was in all likelihood born after 12 Baherchar to celebrate the ninth death anniversary of the such television shows
(Shantiniketan), West Bengal. Apparently am, hence the discrepancy poet. X like “Memoirs of a Seafood Chef” (BBC 2008), "Rick Stein's
the missive was a response to a request to in response to a reques‘l for a biogra- Obaidullah was born on February 8, 1934 and died on Mediterranean Escapes” (BBC 2007), Rick Stein in Du Maurier
the poet for his photograph. The letter was phy, the poet mentioned in the letter that March 19, 2001. The poet was a prominent figure of the Lan- Country” (BBC 2007) and many others. For more information
datedonBhadra28intheBengaliyear1317.  hjs life history was not important. He guage Movement and the?’””d recipient of the Ekushey on the chef, check out his website, www.rickstein.com.
“As far I know, no original handwrit-  did, however, give insights into his youn- Padakand Bangla AcademyAward.
ten letter or manuscript of Tagore is in  gerdays and his conjugal life. AR ST T WG SO IS 0o ST R o e N b
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