DHAKA WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 11, 2009

!

da
Z

ill' rl-f :I " ! - 3 . F "-‘_r

{ .] | ;' _;Ii f[ l f ! .9,
. .*‘ - | *; I.-'r
} r'l .'.' .I,,I" ;

=

PHOTO: AFP
New US special envoy to Afghanistan and Pakistan Richard Holbrooke (L) hold talks with Pakistan
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi (R) during a meeting at the Foreign Ministry in Islamabad
yesterday. The US envoy to Afghanistan and Pakistan met key leaders in Islamabad as part of amajor
US policy review aimed atturning around the war against the Taliban and al-Qaeda in SouthAsia.
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Pakistan-US agree on team to

redesign anti-terror strategy
Holbrooke holds talks with Pak president, PM

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan and the United States agreed
yesterday to set up a joint team to review
policy and formulate a new strategy to
counter extremism, Pakistani Foreign
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi said.

He was speaking after talks with
Richard Holbrooke, US President Barack
Obama's envoy for Afghanistan and
Pakistan, who has embarked on a major
US policy review hoping to turn around
the war against the Taliban and al-Qaeda.

"What we have today agreed upon is
that a team, an inter-agency team, will be
led by ambassador Holbrooke from their
side and on the Pakistan side it will be led
by the foreign minister,” Qureshi said.

“This team will sit down and review all
the policies and design the new strategy
because they feel that for any futuristic
strategy which is effective in Pakistan, it

cannot be done in isolation, Pakistan has
tobe on board."

Pakistan called yesterday for dialogue
to "combat terrorism” and expressed
concern about military action against
Islamist militants in its first talks with US
President Barack Obama's regional
envoy.

Richard Holbrooke, considered the
architect of peace in Bosnia, heard criti-
cism from a civillan government worried
that US missile strikes against militants in
Pakistan will exacerbate its domestic
problems and unpopularity.

Holbrooke, embarking on a massive
US policy review to turn around the war
against the Taliban and al-Qaeda, met
Pakistan President Asif Ali Zardari, Prime
Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani and Foreign
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi.

"It's an orientation visit. Pakistan
conveyed that military action is not the

only solution. We should look for dialogue
and development also as a tool to combat
terrorism,” a foreign ministry official told
AFP.

“They also conveyed their concern
about the drone attacks and told them
this is counter-productive. He took note.
He expects to talk to the administration
and then come back, this is his very first
interaction,” he said.

Since August, there have been dozens
of missile strikes, believed to be launched
from CIA drones, targeting militants on
Pakistani territory whom US officials
accuse of waging attacks across the bor-
der in Afghanistan.

US President Obama called Monday
for a combined effort to eradicate al-
Qaeda safe havens in Afghanistan and the
border region with Pakistan, expressing
concern overan Afghan government that
"seemsverydetached.”

BBC suspends
Lanka programme

over 'interference’
AFP, London

The BBC has suspended its FM
programming to Sri Lanka's
national broadcaster because of
what it claimed was "deliberate
interference”, itsaid Monday.

In a statement, the BBC said
its programmes and news
reports in English, Sinhala and
Tamil had been blocked by the
Sri Lanka Broadcastin
Corporation (SLBC), and ha
not been broadcast to listeners
intheisland nation.

The BBC's accusations come
as Sri Lanka's military has
artemnpted to crush T. Tiger
rebels, whose decades-long
armed campaign for an inde-
pendent homeland has recently
suffered huge territorial losses
duringa major army offensive.

The broadcaster said it had
expressed its concerns over the
interference directly to SLBC
chalrman Hudson
Samarsinghe in letters and
meetings through December
and January.

LTTE guns down civilians

fleeing Lankan war zone

Thousands of Tamils crossing the frontlines

.r\.FP. Colombo

Sri Lanka's Tamil Tiger guerrillas yesterday shot
dead 19 civilians and wounded 75 others flee-
ing territory still under rebel control, military
spokesman Udaya Nanayakkara said.

Survivors of the attack who arrived at a
military post told how the Tiger fighters had
fired on a group of 1,000 people trying to cross
the frontlines to safety, he said.

"The civilians came to an army position carry-
ing the dead and the wounded, who had gunshot
injuries,” Nanayakkara said, adding 12 men, five
women and two children had beenkilled.

According to the government, this month
25,000 non-combatants have already escaped
from the rebels, who face imminent defeat in
their decades-long armed struggle for an inde-
pendentTamil homeland.

The attack came a day after a Tamil Tiger
suicide bomber killed 30 people at a centre for
displaced civilians, in what Sri Lankan authori-
ties said was another attempt to stop people
from leaving the rebels’ shrinking territory.

But thousands of Tamils are crossing the
frontlines in the north of the island each day,
the government has said, as it pushes on with a
massive offensive to crush the Tigers after 30

years of unrest.
Sri Lanka accuses the Liberation Tigers of

Tamil Eelam (LTTE) -- as they are formally known
--ofholding the civilians as "human shields."
Monday's suicide bombing was condemned
by the United Nations and the United States,
which backed Colombo's stance, saying that the
attack was an "apparent effort by the LTTE to
discourage Tamils from leaving the conflict area.”
The Tamil Tigers have issued no response to
the latest violence, and no independent verifi-
cation was available as journalists, aid groups
and international observers are banned from
reporting from the area.
"What we are seeing is that more people are
coming over to our side,” Nanayakkara said.
"The Tigers have also been firing mortars at the
routes taken by the civilians, but still they want
to escape from the fighting.”
Nanayakkara said 10 civilians were among
the 30 people killed in Monday's attack when a
female suicide bomber hit a makeshift shelter
where security forces receive displaced people.
Colombo says the number of civilians
trapped by the conflictis now less than 100,000,
though UN agencies recently placed it as high
as 250,000.

PHOTO: AFP

Sri Lankan hospital workers attend to injured children brought to the main hospital in Anuradapura,
some 200km north of Colombo yesterday. The military said a total of 19 people were killed and 75

wounded when Tamil Tigers opened fire on them.

Pakistan kills 11

militants near
Afghan border

AFP, Khar

Pakistani troops backed by helicopter gunships killed 11 rebels
and pounded suspected militant hideouts in a tribal town on the
Afghan border, the military said yesterday.

The operation was launched Monday in Inayat Killi town in
the Bajaur region, a stronghold of Taliban and al-Qaeda-linked
militants, after a rebel rocket attack, local military official

Mustaqim Shah told AFP.

The rocket attack gutted a shop but caused no casualties, he

said.

“Troops backed by helicopters retaliated with artillery and
mortar fire, and destroyed several suspected locations today. At
leastseven militants were killed," the official said.

Residents and security officials said exchanges of fire contin-
ued overnightand into Tuesday.

In a gunbattle, troops killed a further four militants firing
from a fortress-like house in Inayat Killi, the official said.

A curfew has been imposed from Khar, the main town in |

Bajaur, to Inayat Killi 10 kilometres (six miles) north and author-
ities have issued a three-day ultimatum to residents to expel any
militantin hiding, an AFP reporter said.

Residents of Khar were left without electricity after a rocket |

attack cut off the main power cable, the reporter said.

US military now focusing
on Afghanistan: Mullen

AFP, Fort Drum, New York

The chairman of the US joint
chiefs of staff said Monday the
United States was still "not
done" in Irag but that the
military's primary focus was
now the war in Afghanistan.

"You have turned it around
in Iraq," Admiral Mike Mullen
told several hundred soldiers
at the Fort Drum US Army
base in New York state.

"A year or two ago we were
not in a situation where it
looked like we could succeed.
Now we are,” Mullen said
referring to the US surge of
troops credited in part for
improved securityin Iraq.

But he added: "We're not
doneinlraq.”
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10 policemen killed

AFP, Patna

by Indian Maoists

Indian Maoists have killed 10 policemen in the eastern state of
Bihar, where a rebel insurgency has been active for decades,

police said yesterday.

A group of 18 officers were attacked while on duty at a temple
function in an isolated village near the state border with
Jharkhand, a stronghold of Maoist rebels in India.

"Ten policemen were killed late Monday in the well-planned
attack,” asenior Bihar police officer told AFF.

The Maoist insurgency, which grew out of a peasant uprising
in 1967, has hit more than half of India’s 29 states.

The rebels, who use a heavily forested region in central

Chhattisgarh state as their base, say they are fighting for the
rights ofneglected tribal people and landless farmers.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has described the Maoists
as the biggest overall threat to the country’s security.

Pakistan to curb nuke

scientist's travel: US

AFP, Washington

Pakistan has told the United
States it will put some curbs
around freed scientist Abdul
Qadeer Khan to prevent him
from becoming a renewed
nuclear proliferation threat, a
US official said Monday.
However, the official said the
United States wanted more as
well as "solid" assurances from
Pakistan that he will not be such
a threat after a court released
Khan, dubbed the father of
Pakistan's atomic bomb, from
house arreston Friday.
"Whatever it is that they
decide in terms of putting
additional restrictions on his
(Khan's) movements, we will
have to see," the State
Department official told

reporters on the condition of
ananvimity
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PHOTO: AFP
Indian Kashmiri protestors throw stones towards Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel in
Srinagar yesterday. Security forces opened fire and burst teargas shells to disperse mob, who were
protesting against the alleged beating up of shopkeepers by the CRPF.
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