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Hajee Danesh university locked
as 8 students punished

University sources said two students groups--semester-1 and

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A section of students of Hajee Danesh Science and Technology
University (HSTU) yesterday kept the administrative and aca-
demic buildings under lock and key for three hours from 8:00am
protesting disciplinary action taken by the authorities against

eightstudents of the university.

The authorities yesterday punished the students bu[nngin.g 1o
semester-2 for assaulting the students of semester-1 at Ziaur

Rahman Hall on January 23.

Of them, studentship of Md Kashedul Kanak has been sus-
pended for six months while the rest seven--SM Kamruzzamam,
Sumon Sarker, ATM Sadequr Rahman, Fahim Ahmed, Mostafa
Kamal, Md Sajahan Ali Sarker and Sharier Pipul-- have been
expelled from their dormitories for sixmonths.

Protesting the action, the students of semester-2 locked the

two buildings and took away the keys. Being informed, police
went to the campus ataround 11:00am and broke open the locked

doors of the buildings.

semester-2 had a scuffle over seats on the university bus on the

campus on January 23,

After the incident, the students of semester -2 gathered at Ziaur
Rahman Hall and swooped on the students of semester-1, leaving

atleastseven injured.

The injured were admitted to Dinajpur Medical College
Hospital and one of them, Anirban Saha, a student of computer
science and engineering, was shifted to DMCH as his condition

deteriorated.

On January 25, the university authorities formed a one-
member committee to probe the incident. Following submission
of the report and recommendation by the probe body, the author-
ities held a meeting on January 27 and decided to punish the
students responsible for theincident.

Yesterday morning, the authorities hung a notice at the admin-
istrative building, announcing punishment of the eight students

of semester-2.
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Bogra

A Bangladesh-France joint
excavation team that has dug
out a brick built floor and
walls along with other
artefacts at Mahasthangarh
T';Jfr-;h'uéulnglaﬂ site in Bogra
recently found evidence that

Excavation at Mahasthangarh archaeological site in progress.

|Strong quakes hit Mahasthangarh
long ago, damaged structures

archaeologists including
France team Co-director Dr
Marie Franqois Boussac, Dr
Ernelle Berlient, earthquake
expert Professor Bruno Hell,
Dr Babara Faticoni, Mahbub-
Ul-Alam and Naheed Sultana
in the south-east corner of
Mahasthangath, one_of the
most important archaeologi-
cal sites in South Asia on
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Parts of two stone images
including a 'Surya' image and
anchor have been found
during joint excavation at the
site, Mahabub-Ul-Alam told
The Daily Star.

A sandstone-made broken
'Jakkhini’ image of Gupta period
and some 'other' artefacts of
different era have also been

Dinajpur Sadar
Hospital staff

ONAL,

Tourists crossing Rangamati hanging bridge. Thousands of
return without a gratifying sight-s
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people flock to this picturesque hill district every day but many of them
eeing as accommodation and other facilities are scanty.
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G s s tOUTISts from Rangamati i

employees are still on strike

protestig alleged assault o0 | BPC cannot cope as 8-10 thousand visit LA e et

s | the picturesque hill town a day Ly

The third and fourth class
employees are observing work
abstention wearing black
badges and demanding imme-
diate removal of the civil
surgeon.

CS Dr Nazrul Islam alleg-
edly assaulted Abdul Jabbar
and Abdus Salam at his office
for no reason’, said workers
union president Shahidul
[slam. When the hospital
employees wanted to know
from the civil surgeon about
the incident, he again misbe-
haved with them, he said.

Later, both the injured
employees were admitted to
Dinajpur Medical College
Hospital for treatment.

The employees, at a press
conference held here on
February 02, declared that
they will go for a greater agita-
tion from February 15 if their

demand is not mel within the |

stipulated time.

SHANTIMOY CHAKMA,
Rangamati

A large number of tourists are
visiting this picturesque hill
town every day to enjoy the
nature's beautyin the winter,

Most of them hail from
capital city Dhaka, Chittagong
and other parts of the country,

At least 8,000 to 10,000
tourists visited Rangamati a
day since the beginning of this
month, sources in Bangladesh
Parjatan Corporation (BPC)
said. They booked residential
hotels, motels and guest-
houses boosting business in
the small town.

BPC is facing difficulties in
handling the onrush of tour-
ists and ensuring their accom-
modation and other facilities.

Sources allege that a large

number of visitors leave the

town shortly after arrival due
1o poor facilities.

~ "The beauty of Rangamati
Is amazing. I wish to come
here again and again,” said
Imu, a female tourist from
Chittagong,

BPC leaseholders Ilias and
Ramzan said they could not
meet demands of the tourists
as they failed to provide suffi-
cient boats to them. At pres-
ent, there are only 60 tourist
boats, they said. A number of
tourists told this correspon-
dent that some owners are
cashing in on the situation
realising 'unfair' rent from
them.

A total of 2,50,000 tourists
visited Rangamati last year. Of
them, only 409 were foreign
tourists. The number of
domestic and foreign tourists
were 1,80,000 and 309 in 2007,
BPCsources said.

BPC earned Tk 17 lakh as
revenue last year and«it may

. ds [fully booked now,” he

cross Tk20 to 30 lakh this year,
BPC sources said.

Sumet Chakma, owner of
‘Tuk-Tuk eco-village', a
private tourist spot, said
they are doing a brisk busi-
ness as a good number of
tourists are visiting their
spots everyday.

Pratap Dewan, manager
of Peda-Ting-Ting, another
private tourist spot, said,
"Our 14-bed three cottages-

Radhamon, Dhanpudi
and Tanyabi ---are fully
booked for the last couple of
days”.

Saiful Islam, owner of Hotel
Sufia lamented that many
people are going back with
frustration from Rangamati
for lack of necessary accom-
modation facilities. "My hotel

added.

the city and damaged two
vehicles following death of a
trader in a road accident near
Sadar Upazila Parishad office
yesterday.

The victim was identified
as Abdul Mutalib Howladar,

owner of Ripon Traders, near _

the upazila parishad office.

As a sand-laden truck hit
Motalib on the road when he
was going to his shop on a
bicycle in the morning,
Motalib died on the spot,
police quotedlocals as saying.

Locals blocked the road
and damaged an oil tanker
and a pickup van.

The agitators withdrew the
barricade at around 11:00am
after police assured them of
arresting the truck driver who
fled the scene soon after the
accident.

Police seized the truck and
sentthe bodyto hospitals; .
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