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Indian External Affairs
Minister Pranab Mukherjee
vesterday said peoples in both
Bangladesh and India will
have to work together not only
to face the global economic
meltdown, but also to safe-
guard the culture and heri-
tage, history and the environ-
ment.

“Along with whole world,
both Bangladesh and India are
facing the economic crisis.
Our culture, hentage, values,
belief and the environment
have also received a blow. We
will have to work together to
deal with these issues success-
fully,” he said at a programme
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at Dhaka University.

The minister said this while
speaking as the chiel guest at
the foundation stone laying
ceremony for a training centre
and classrooms of the Drama
and Music Department of the
university. The centre is being
built with the financial assis-
tance from the Indian govern-
ment.

Education Minister Nurul
Islam Nahid, Vice Chancellor
Prof AAMS Arefin Siddique,
Pro-Vice Chancellor Prof Dr
Harun-ur-Rashid, Arts Faculty
Dean Prof Dr Sadrul Amin,
Drama and Music
Department Chairman Prof
Drlsrafhil Shaheen and Indian
High Commissioner Pinak
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Ranjan Chakravarty were also
presentatthe ceremony.

Recalling the contribution
of Dhaka University, Pranab
Mukherjee said the university
played a vital role in all move-
ments -- not only during the
liberation war of Bangladesh
but also during the independ-
ence struggle against the
British.

"Personally, 1 believe
Dhaka University can save us
from the blow to heritage,
culture, values, belief and the
environment,” he said, adding
that the university played a
vital role in creating the same
culture in both Bangladesh
and India.

‘l came to Bangladesh
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Indian External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee unveils the foundation plaque of a training centre
and classrooms of the Drama and Music Department of Dhaka University yesterday.

Kabir Chy's
87th birth
anniversary
celebrated
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Prof Kabir Chowdhury
demanded trial of the war
criminals and elimination of
the rich-poor discrimination
at his 87th birth anniversary
programme yesterday, says a
pressrelease.

Intellectuals, poets,
littérateur and eminent per-
sonalities from Bangabandhu
Sangskritk Jote, Ghatok Dalal
Nirmul Committee and other
organisations yesterday
whished Kabir Chowdhury
with wreaths at his 87th birth
anniversary. Later, a meeting
was held athis residence.

MA Kanm, Sadia Sharmin
Tuku, Parul Akhter,
Mohammed Ali Munna, Joydev
Roy, Anowar Hossain Moznu
and activists of Sangskritik Jote
from Sylhet, Sunamganj,
Habiganj and Moulvibazar and
leaders of Jatiya Hindu Moitree
Parishad were present at the
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Rajshahi

Army Chief General Moeen U
Ahmed yesterday asked
members of the armed forces
to remain vigilant at all times
to safeguard independence
and sovereignty of the coun-
try.

“The country has earned
independence at the cost of
enormous sacrifices. You
have to safeguard independ-
ence and work towards build-
Ing a prosperous country,” he
said as the chief guest at a
parade at Bangladesh
Infantry Regiment Centre
(BIRC) in Rajshahi.

All the 252 staffs of BIRC
were awarded honorary
regiment colour badges on
completion of the regiment's

programme.

Remain vigilant
to sateguard
independence

Gen Moeen asks army

eightyears in service.

Gen Moeen said the
Bangladesh Army won acco-
lades from home and
abroad for their contribu-
tion to preparing the voter
list with photographs and
national identity cards and
holding peaceful general
elections.

The forces also earned
praise for their cooperationin
handling natural disasters,
including the Cyclone Sidr, he
said.

Gen Moeen asked the
BIRC members to be sincere
In protecting the regiment
colour, which is a rare honour
for the army members.

Maj Gen Ferdous Mia, Brig
Gen Nazmul Hussain and
other senior officials were
presenton the occasion.
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Pranab for united efforts to
protect culture, heritage

several times. But this is the
first ime that I have .come to
Dhaka University and [ feel
proud because this university
has produced many scholars,
researchers and intellectuals,”
said the Indian minister.

He also recalled the names
of many teachers of the uni-
versity, including Dr
Muhammad Shahidullah and
Prof Satyen Bose, for their
outstanding contribution to
the history of Bangladesh and
India.

Speaking on the occasion,
Education Minister Nurul
Islam Nahid recalled the
contribution of India to the
Liberation War of
Bangladesh.

CSB NEWS LICENCES

HC rule on
govt to explain
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The High Court (HC) yester-
day issued a rule upon the
government to explain why
cancellation of the transmis-
sion and frequency licenses of
CSB News should not be
declaredillegal.

A HC bench comprising
Justice Syed Mahmud Hossain
and Justice Quamrul Islam
Siddiqui passed the rule fol-
lowing a writ petition that
challenged legality of the
government action canceling
the broadcasting and fre-
quency licenses of the channel.

Secretary to the Infor-
mation ministry and chair-
man of Bangladesh Tele-
communication Regulatory
Commission (BTRC) were
asked to reply within four
weeks.

Petitioner's counsel barris-
ter Omar Sadat told the court
the military-backed caretaker
government shutdown the
broadcasting of CSB News and
cancelled its frequency
license.

The government cancelled
the license as the channel had
aired live incidents of clashes

"on! Dhaka ' Universityitampuy

and' arrest- of then' Awam
League president and now
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
headded.

At least 400 staff including
journalists of the TV channel
was rendered jobless after its
shutdown, he said.

The immediate past care-
taker government on
September 6, 2007 cancelled
the transmission and fre-
quency licenses of CSB News
on charge of committing
forgeryin obtaining frequency
license.

The CSB News, a satellite
TV channel of Focus
Multimedia Company and the
first 24-hour Bangla news
channel in the country began
transmission on February 21,
2007.

Fazlul Quader Chowdhury,
managing director of Focus
Multimedia Company, filed a
writ petition with the HC in
September last year.

Barrister Srwat Siraj
assisted Omar Sadat in mov-
Ing the petition while Deputy
Attorney General (DAG) Razik
Al Jalil appeared for the gov-
ernment.
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A visitor looks at decorative ceramics at an exhibition at Zainul Gallery at the Fine Art Institute in the
city yesterday. Poramon organised the six-day exhibition.

CLIMATE CHANGE
Call to promote children's

adaptation
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Speakers at a rgundtable
yesterday called for coordina-
tion among the government
bodies, NGOs and different
agencies to promote chil-
dren’'s adaptation to climate
change

The roundtable titled
‘Protecting children today
contributes to future climate
change adaptation in
Bangladesh' was organised by
Save the Children Sweden-
Denmark (SCSD) at a city
hotel.

In a keynote paper
Khurshid Alam, a disaster and
climate change specialist, said
the government has recently
established a national climate
change fund worth $45 mil-
lion.

Besides various channels
have also committed funding
for adaptation to climate
change as the political com-
mitment IS gaining momen-
tum, he added.

Khurshid also recom-
mended promotion of CRC
principles in managing and
governing the climate change
strategy.

He called for comprehen-

sive nanional eflorts to protect
children frem disasters, and
said adequate fund is needed
to protect the children ren-
dered homeless by natural
disasters.

He also stressed the need
for monitoring by civil society
organisations to ensure the

Reunion of
Dawood
Public School

METRO DESK

Reunion of ex-students of
Dawood Public School in
Jessore will be held at
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre in the cityon
February 27, says a press
release.

The last date for registration
iIs February 15.

For details, interested stu-

dents can call Mahmud
(01613384155), Sajjad
(01717737207), Enamul

(01726487747) or Sahan
(01819271880). Email:
dawoodians@gmail.com.

_welfare of children affected by

climdte change. , |
- According, to British Red
Cross baseline study, only 17
percent of children living in
seven coastal districts of the
country know clearly the
cyclone signals while accord-
Ing to another study, 42 per-
cent families have taught their
children cyclone prepared-
nessinthe coastal areas.

Chairperson of geography
and environment department
at Dhaka University Prof
Shahnaz Huq Hussain sug-
gested preparing a map of the
areas of vulnerable children.

The other speakers sug-
gested parental involvement
and cartoon-based series to
increase children's knowledge
about disaster management
and to cope with climate
change.

Country Representative of
SCSD Niels Bentsen chaired
the discussion which was also
participated by national advo-
cacy experton comprehensive
disaster management
programme Dr SM Morshed,
Deputy Country Director of
SCSD Obaidur Rahman and
Counsellor of Royal Danish
Embassy Martin Bo Brander.

ALCWC meets
today to discuss
party activities
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Awami League Central Working
Committee (ALCWC) sits today
to discuss ways to bring dyna-
mism to party activities across
the country.

The meeting of ALCWC, the
highest decision-making body,
will be the first one since the AL
formed the government follow-
ing a landslide victory in the
December29general elections.

The meeting is scheduled to
begin at 10:00am at party chief
and Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's political office at
Dhanmondi in the city. She will
preside over the meeting.

Party sources said the meet-
ing's agenda include the party’s
next council, reorganisation of
the party's wings and review of
the performance of the govern-
mentinits firstmonth.

The meeting will also discuss
other issues such as observance
of International Mother
Language Day on February 21,
historic March 7, Banga-
bandht's birth anniversary on
March 17, Indepen-dence Day
on March 26 and Mujibnagar
DayonApril 17.

AL spokesperson Syed
Ashraful Islam has called upon
all ALCWC members to attend
themeetingon time,

EXTORTION CASE
HC stays
proceedings
against Milon
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The High Court (HC) yesterday
stayed for three months the
proceedings of Tk 5 lakh extor-
tion case filed against former
BNP lawmaker Fazlul Hug Milon
under the Emergency Power
Rules (EPR) 2007

Upon a petition filed by
Milon, an HC bench of Justice
Syed AB Mahmudul Huq and
Justice Movyeenul Islam
Chowdhury also issued a rule
upon the governmentaskingitto
reply within six weeks why the
proceedings against the pet-
tionershould notbe quashed.

Petitioner's counsel Barnster
Mahbubuddin Khokon told
newsmen that the managing

| director of CIAM Industries

Limited on January 8 last year
filed a case with Shabagh police
station against Fazlul Huq Milon
on charge of collectng over Tk 5
lakh from the plaintiff by threat-
ening him from 2003 to 2005.

He said Milon earlier got bail
from the High Courtin this case.

2 construction
labourers shot
by extortionists

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Extortionists shot two construc-
tion labourers in the city's
Senpara under Mirpur police
stationyesterday.

Injured labourers
Mejbahuddin, 37, and Abdus
Sattar, 60, were rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital with
bullet injuries. Mejbah was shot
in hishand and legwhile Sattarin
hisleftchest.

Mirpur police said four
armed cnminals went to the
under-construction building at
about 3:00pm and asked the
labourers about the owner of the
building for extortion. The
miscreants fired at the workers
when they refused to say any-
thing about the owner and left
the spotimmediately
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Leaders of the Forum for Secular Bangladesh greet Prof Kabir Chowdhury with a bouquet at a cere-

mony marking his 87th birthday at Gazi Bhaban in the city yesterday.

US to help build multi-purpose
shelters in Sidr-affected areas
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* Air-conditioned lake view rooms

*Color cable TV *Restaurant «Credit card facility
*En suite bathroom «Convenience store

«Car parking *Conference centre

when not required for emer-
gencies.

Groundbreaking for the
four shelters started on
St.!nday in Deuli Palli Mongal
High School in Mirzaganj
Upazila, Pahkimara PV High

agreement between the
United States and Bangladesh
that provides US$ 4.3 million
for the construction of the
multi-purpose cyclone shel-
tersand bridges.

The United States government
will build four multi-purpose
cyclone shelters in the Sidr
affected areas of Khulna and
Barisal under a humanitarian
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