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CIRCULAR WATERWAY

Navigability poor, yet no
fund allocated for it

HELEMUL ALAM

Bangladesh Inland Water Transport
Authority (BIWTA) has allocated no
money for maintaining navigability of the
Sadarghat-Ashulia circular waterway so
far despite earning about Tk 6.73 crore in
the last three years by leasing different
landing stations. _

The 29.5km first phase waterway IS
already facing poor navigability, said
cargo operators and BIWTA officials.

The width of the waterway, which was
opened on March 3, 2005, has also
reduced from 120 feet to 100 feet thanks
to lack of maintenance, they added.

The waterway earned the money from
10 landing stations including
Showarighat, Nobaberbagh, Kholamora,
Basila, Amin Bazar, Gabtoli, Shinnirtek,
Birulia and Ashulia since 2006, said an
official.

It has already failed to attract passen-
gers, which was one of its main objectives

and would lose the remaining attraction if
the authorites don't take proper initia-
tives to do maintenance dredging.

About 100 sand and brick carrying
cargo boats and around 200 engine boats
ply every day on the route, and the num-
ber almost doubles during the rainy
season, says a BIWTA official,

BIWTA Chairman Abdul Mannan
Hawladar said they could not conduct
maintenance dredging due to lack of
equipment as they have only seven
dredgers, two ofwhic h are out of order.

The functioning five dredgers remain
busy at different important points includ-
ing Mawa, Doulatdia-Paturia Ferry Ghat
and Baghabari, he said, adding mainte-
nance will be possible after purchasing
some new dredgers which is underway.

Mohammad Sohrab Hossain, operator
of a 10-foot-high and 100-foot-long cargo
boat plying on the route, said they are
facing obstacles since lastyear at different
points between Birulia and Ashulia.
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Small cargo boats don't face this prob-
lem yet but big ones are facing a lot of
problems, he added,

Mohammad Amir Hossain, operator
ofan eight-foot-high cargo boat, said they
face obstacles at different points in
Chatbari and Birulia.

The big boats, which could ply
smoothly through the channel even two
years ago, now have to wait for high tide at
many points from Chatbari to Ashulia, he
said.

Turning the big vessels has also
become difficult at some points due to
reduced width, he said.

Motor launches started carrying pas-
senger from Gabtoli and Shinnirtek on
inter-district routes from April 12, 2005.
But the service stopped in two months
due to poor number of passengers, said
anofficial of BIWTA.

People are not interested in travel by
launch as they can go to Sadarghat by
road which is time saving, he said.

Zillur all set to be presidént

Bangla Phone

FROM PAGE 1 :
After filing Zillur's nomina-
tion paper, Abdus Shahid said
Lhev?mpe Zillur Rahman, also
an AL lawmaker and deputy
leader of the new parliament,
will be elected president
unanimously.

In the application, AL
lawmaker and party's
Presidium member Syeda
Sajeda Chowdhury pro-
posed Zillur's name as the
party's presidential nomi-
nee and the chief whip sec-
onded the proposal.

The presidential poll
scheduled for February 16
will not be held since no one
else is contesting and the RO
may declare Zillur elected on
Wednesday afternoon after
expiring of the time for
withdrawal of candidature.

Following the RO's
announcement, the EC
Secretariat will publish the
official gazette of the elec-
tion resuit.

So, the new president will
take the oath of office any
day before February 16 and
the era of President Iajuddin
Ahmed, who was mired deep
in controversies for his role,
willend

lajuddin's tenure expired

election could not be held
because of the absence of an
elected parliament. .
According to the consti-
tution, the presidential
election must be held within
30 days of the inaugural
sitting of a new parliament.
Zillur Rahman will have

FROM PAGE 1
The BTRC's hard stance discour-
aged Bangla Phone to seek any
fresh permission, sources said.
Since May 2007, the BTRC has
issued two show cause notices
asking the company why its
licence should not be cancelled
as it set up optical fibre network

year, the BTRC converted 26
DDCSP licences to national ISP
(internet service provider) licen-
ces except for the one that
belonged to Bangla Phone.
Bangla Phone last year filed
two more writ petitions, one
against the its non-issuance of

to resign from parliament | 5, ¢sideitslicensed area. E?Et ﬁaém;n;ﬂf;s Eﬁ;;f ;?EEES
before taking oath to the Bangla Phone believes building  iervention into and foiling the
country's top most posi, | thenetworkdoesnotgoagainstthe

which will increase the
number of vacated parlia-
mentary seats to seven.

Earlier, AL chief Sheikh
Hasina, BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia and Jatiya Party
Chairman HM Ershad, who
were elected in three seats
each, vacated six seats before
taking oath aslawmakers.

The by-elections to the
vacated seats are supposed
to be held within 90 days of
their falling vacant. Officials
at the EC Secretariat are
making preparations for
holding the by-elections at
the end of March but the

olling dates are yet to be
1nalised.

With Zillur's election to
the presidency, the post of
deputy leader of the House
will also fall vacant. The AL

r.i[ll;mlt?ﬂldf‘{ party will |

1ave to elect one to the post.

terms and conditions of the PSTN
licence issued to it in 2004, A High
Court verdict, based on a wnt
petitionagainst BTRC'sshow cause
notices, last year substantated
Bangla Phone'sclaim.

1e High Court, in its verdict
on July 13, said clause 10.01 and
amended schedule 2 of the PSTN
licence allowed Bangla Phone to
establish optical fibre network
outside its operational zone. The
court said the BTRC must adhere
to the terms and conditions of the
PSTN licence.

Since it began commercial
operation in 2006-07, Bangla
Pﬁmw earned Tk 14 crore in reve-
nue and paid the government Tk
2.53 crorein VAT, taxand duties.

The company was awarded
PSTN licence for North East Zone
of the country and a countrywide
Domestic Data Communication
Service Provider (DDCSP)
licence. Interestingly, in June last

deal between Bangladesh
Telegraph and Telephone Board,
now Bangladesh Telephone
Company Ltd (BTCL), for swap-
ping fibre-optic lines between
Chittagongand Cox's Bazar.

Both the petitions are pending
with the High Court.

As of December 2008, a dozen
PSTN operators serve only 13.44
lakh subscribers whereas six
mobile phone operators deal
with 4.47 crore., Of the total num-
ber of PSTN subscribers the BTCL
alone has 8.72 lakh subscribers.

Due to lack of incentives from
the BTRC, the 11 other PSTN
companies that have invested
around Tk 2,000 crore are dealing
with very slow growth and tight
market. Leading PSTN compa-
nies are Ranks Telecom (1.52 lakh
subscribers), Dhaka Telecom and
Peoples Telecom (0.61 lakh each),
Telebarta (0.56 lakh) and
National Telecom (0.54 lakh).

last year but the presidential

1 killed in
train-truck
collision

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

One person was killed and four
others injured when a truck
was rammed by a train on a
level crossing at Mollahbari
under Sadar Upazila in
Chuadanga yesterday.

Police said a Khulna-
bound train from Chuadanga
hit the truck when the mind-
less driver of the truck was
trying to cross the level cross-
ingatabout 11.20am,

Sumat Ali, 32, helper of the
truck was killed on the spot
while four labourers were
inured.

The injured labourers are
Mantu, 36, Aser Ali 45, Sariful
25 and Sukur Ali 40. All were
admitted to the Chuadanga
Sadar Hospital.

Locals alleged that
Mollahbari level crossing had
neither had a road gate nor a
flagman forquite along time.

Only asignboard is there to
wamn the pedestrians while
going through the rail cross-
ing.

BSF kills 1

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thakurgaon

A Bangladeshi cattle trader
was shotdead yesterday morn-
ing by Border Security Force (
BSF ) of India on Mondumala
border of Baliadangi upazila
in Thakurgaon.

The victim was identified as
Abdur Razzak, 30, son of Velshu
Mohammad of Thakbosti
village under Baliadangi
upazilaofthe district.

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
sources said the BSF person-
nel of Sonamoti camp opened
fire on Razzak while he was
returning home from India at
6:45am near pillar no-383,
killing him on the spot.

Immediately after the
killing, the BSF men took away
the body.

BDR strongly protested the
killing and asked its Indian
counterpart to return the
body.

When contacted, the
Company Commander Lt.
Colonel S. Shahed Kamal of
20 Rifles Battalion confirmed
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Visiting US Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asian Affairs Richard A Boucher calls
on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her office yesterday,

the incident.

Egypt hopes for Gaza
truce deal in days

AFP, Cairo

Egypt is hopeful that a Gaza truce accord
between Israel and the Palestinian Islamist
movement Hamas can be reached in the next
few days, foreign ministry spokesman Hossam
Zakitold AFP yesterday.

"There are positive signs that in the next few
days we will reach an understanding on a truce
and and a partial reopening of crossing points
(into Gaza)," Zaki said.

Egypthas been mediating indirect talks for a
lasting truce since the end of Israel's massive
22-day onslaught on the Gaza Strip, which
killed atleast 1,330 Palestinians and 13 Israelis.

The fighting ended when both Israel and the
Gaza Strip's Islamist rulers called separate
ceasefires on January 18,

However, the fragile calm has been tested by
Palestinian rocket attacks on Israel and retalia-
tory air strikes.

On Saturday, a spokesman for Hamas said it
expected an agreement with Israel on the
reopening of border crossings into the Gaza
Strip "within the next few days.”

[sraeli and Palestinian officials have been
shuttling to Cairo for talks with Egypt's intelli-
gence chief and Middle East mediator Omar
Suleiman, hoping for a truce deal with just two
days until Israel’s election.

A Hamas delegation left Cairo on Saturday
for talks on the ceasefire and Zaki said the

officials would return on Monday.

Israel, which controls all border crossings
except Rafah, which is managed by Egypt, has
kept the densely populated strip closed to all
but essential supplies since June 2007 when
Hamas violently seized power, ousting forces
loyal to Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas.

Egypt closed Rafah on Thursday, after open-
ing it to aid and to Palestinians who were
wounded during the war. Egypt has refused to
permanently open the crossing in the absence
of EU monitors and Abbas’s representatives.

Hamas officials have said they are seeking
clarifications on an Israeli offer to allow
between 70 and 80 percent of goods through its
crossings into Gaza, barring those it says could
be used to make weapons.

Besides opening Gaza's borders, Egypt's truce
plan also calls for Hamas and Abbas's Fatah to
reconcile and form a government that would be
acceptable to the international community.

Hamas has called in the past for the
Palestine Liberation Organisation, considered
the sole legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people in the eyes of the interna-
tional community and which dominates the
Palestinian Authority, to bereplaced.

But Mahmud Zahar, thought to be the
Islamists' overall leader in the Palestinian
territories, told Al-Jazeera television on Sunday
that his group wanted changes to the PLO's
programime, not its structure.
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