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Red Cross urges safe
passage for sick In
Lankan war zone

have been fighting for 25 years for an independ-

AP, Colombao

Hundreds of sick and wounded people are
stranded in a makeshift hospital in war-wracked
northern Sri Lanka, the Red Cross said Saturday
as it urged the government and Tamil Tiger
rebels to let the patients out of the contlictzone,
The makeshift hospital in Puttumatalan
village is the only medical faciiity m'uilnlhlt* in
the region after the war zone's last hospital in
Puthukkudiyiruppu was forced shutafter being
shelled for days in attacks the Red Cross said
leftatleast 12 peopledead and 30 wounded.
International Committee of the Red Cross
spokeswoman Sarasi Wijeratne said there are
currently some 400 people, most of them lying
on the floor in an overcrowded community
centre and in school buildings turned into
makeshift wards, waiting to be taken (o better
hospitalsin gm'urmm-nt-mntmllmttt'rnmry.
The patients are among some 250,000 peo-
ple trapped inside rapidly shrinking rebel
territory near the island's northeastern coastas
gover nment troops come closer to crushing the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam,

Tamils,

territory.

rebels deny.

Ihe rebels

ent state for the country's ethnic minority

Wijeratne said the Red Cross was particu-
larly concerned about the patients stranded in
the community centre and school because
puttumatalan lacks clean drinking water.

The United Nations warned Friday of a food
crisis in the conflict zone, saying World Food
Programme stocksin the area were gone.

Wijeratne urged both sides to allow the
patients to be evacuated.

Military spokesman Brig. Udaya
Nanavakkara said that the government is ready
to let the patients cross safely into government

"We are willing to do that provided the LT'TE
is willing to release them, " he said.

The government accuses the rebels of hold-
ing civilians as human shields, a charge the

[he rebels could not be reached for com-
ment since all communications with rebel-
held territory have been severed and journal-
ists are not allowed in the war zone.
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BJP rakes up
Ayodhya with
eye on polls

PT1, Nagpur

BIP, which had kept its pet
1ssues like Ramjanambhoomi
on the backburner because of
coalition compulsions 10
years ago, today revived the
Ayodhya chantsaying it would
build a magnificent temple for
Lord Ram if it gets a majority
on its own,

The party, which had yester-
day suggested that Congress
may exploit war hysteria ahead
of Lok Sabha elections, today
made a strong pitch for “direct
action” against Pakistan if it
failed 1o take concrete mea-
sures in the wake of the
Mumbai terror strikes.

Party chief Rajnth Singh
declared in his inaugural
address at the two-day
National Council meeting of
the BJP that it was committed
to building a magnificent
temple of Lord Ram in
Ayodhya.

"We are waiting for an
opportunity and will enact a
law when we get a majority on
OUr own.

named Gorkhaland.

PHOTO. AFP

An Indian policeman fires a tear gas shell into a crowd during clashes between supporters of the Gorkha People’s Liberation Front
(GJM) and local villagers in the Champasari village area on the outskirts of Siliguri yesterday. After two decades of an armed movement,
amillion-plus ethnic Nepalese Gorkha people in India's northeast are hoping for the reported plans for a proposed separate state to be

-

PHOTO: AFP

US soldiers inspect a damaged Afghan police vehicle at the site of a Taliban attack in Laghman prov-
ince yesterday. Two police officers were killed late Friday on their way to reinforce a police post that

had come under attack from insurgents, a spokesma

n for Laghman province said.

17 killed in Afghan unrest

AFP, Kabul/ Jalalabad

ambushes and

Sevell

Bomb blasts
other incidents lelt
."Lfg‘nd:‘.‘\ dead,
government officials, authori-
tes said vesterday, also report-
ing that security forces had
killed 10 insurgents.

The violence comes amid
new focus on the war-
shattered country where

including

unrest has been on the
increase in the seven years
since the fall of the Taliban
regime in late 2001, despite a
huge international military
and aid effort.

In one attack, a district
chief and his driver were killed
Saturday when a remote-
controlled bomb exploded
under their vehicle close to the
border with Pakistan,

Nangarhar province governor
Gul Agha Sherzaitold AFP.

It was not known who was
behind the attack that killed
Na'eem Khan Shinwar,, the
districtchief of Goshta, he sdid.

Hours later, a senior mem-
ber of the Nangarhar provin-
cial council was shot dead by
unknown gunmen in the
remote Dara-i-Noor district,
the official said.
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.. Directorate General

Ministry of Defence

New Airport Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215
Web: www.dgdp.gov.bd
E-mail: info@dgdp.gov.bd

Re-Tender Notice

1. Sealed tenders in foreign currency are invited from bonafide manufacturers/dealers/ suppliers
(enlisted firms in DGDP) for supply of the following items for Bangladesh Air Force.

of Defence Purchase

Microwave
Equipment Model.

SRAL-XD,
Siemens MUX
and CWT--WLL
FT-512, Qty-17
Line ltems

Ser | Nameofitems& |  Dateof selling Dateof | Currency | Tender | Costof

No. aty From To opening No. T

1. Procurement of | 09-02-09 22-02-09 | 23-02-09 | Foreign | 10237/ Tk.
Spares for Digtal | AP-4 5,000.00

2 Tender schedule with detailed specifications/conditions will be available on payment in respective
value (non-refundable) on any working day between 0800 hrs to 1300 hrs. The tender will be opened
on the specified date at 1200 hrs in presence of the bidders (if present).

Dated: 28 January 2009
ISPR/Misc/09/2758
GD-600

LIC)" project.

including curriculum vitae and a recent passport-
Manager, UNDP-Dhaka, GPO Box: 224, Dhaka-
Bhaban (Ground Floor), Begum Rokeya Sharani, Agargaon, Dhaka-1207 by 26 February 2009. For
details of the Terms of Reference and instructions to apply, please visit our website:
http://www.undp.org.bd/jobs. Applications should be received no later than 26 February 2009.

Wing Commander
For Director General

7 e
Vacancy Announcement

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) - Bangladesh, invites applications from
highly qualified, energetic. and experienced development professionals who want to join
UNDP's dynamic working environment. for recruitment in the following positions for the
"Local Governance Support Project-Learning and Innovation Component (LGSP--

1. Finance Assistant (1 Post) - For details of the Terms of Reference and instructions 1o apply.
please visit our website: http://www.undp.org.bd/jobs

2. Driver cum Messenger (6 Post)

Duties and Responsibilities : The incumbent will drive the project vehicle within / outside Dhaka city 1o

meet the transportation requirement of the project, day-to-day maintenance of the vehicle, maintain log
book, arrange repairs where necessary, collect / deliver mail or documents when required

Qualifications and Experiences : The incumbent should have at least secondary education or equivalent
level with at least five years relevant experience. The incumbent must have a valid heavy / light vehicles
driving license. Good knowledge of road network in Dhaka and surrounding areas and adequate
knowledge and skills in vehicle maintenance and minor repair are essential. She / he must have working

knowledge of communicative English, and must possess good manner. Expenience of UN or government
organizations would be an asset.

Submission of Application : Application should be marked 'Confidential’ and the position applied for
(ie. Driver-cum- Messenger - LGSP) should be clearly written on the A4 Size envelope. Application
size photograph should be sent to the Business Center
1000, or deposited at the Deposit Box at the IDB

Bomb attack at Pakistan
police checkpoint kills 7

AP, Islamabad

Assailants threw a bomb at a
police checkpoint in eastern
Pakistan before dawn yester-
day, killing seven officers,
police said.

District Police Chief Malik
Tassadaq Hayyat said the
attack came near the town of
Mianwali in eastern Punjab
province. He said residents
also heard gunfire before the
explosion that knocked down
the roadside checkpoint.

Hayyat would not say who
could be behind the attack but
said it was "an act of terror-
ism" and officers were still
Investigating.

Mianwali lies at the edge of
Pakistan's troubled North
West Frontier Province, where
police and troops have been
fighting pro-Taliban militants
since soon after the Sept. 11,
2001 ‘attacks ‘m the United
States.

Meanwhile, suspected
militants attacked a terminal
used for supplies to Nato in
Afghanistan and burned at
least two vehicles, police said
Saturday.

No one claimed responsi-
bility for the late Friday attack
on the terminal in the north-
western city of Peshawar.

Police official Attique Shah
said they had stepped up
security.

The two attacks came
hours after authorities said
security forces backed by
helicopter gunships had killed
52 militants in two raids in
northwestern Pakistan, a
lawless region where the
Taliban and al-Qaeda increas-
ingly hold sway.

The raids took place Friday
near the Khyber region, said
Fazal Mahmood, the No. 2
government representative in
the area. They destroyed five
militant hide-outs, a large
ammunition depot and eight
vehicles, he said.

It was not possible to inde-
pendently verify his account
because the region is danger-
Ous Lo visit.

Militants have stepped up
attacks in the Khyber region in
recent 'months, seeking to
disrupt a vital supply line for
Western forces in neighbour-
ing Afghanistan.

Suspected militants
bombed a bridge on Tuesday,

cutting the supply line, and a |

suicide car bomber blew
himself up Friday in the trou-
bled region, wounding SIX
people including two police-
men.

Terror infrastructure in
Pakistan 'existing and
active': Army chief

PTI, New Delhi

Terror infrastructure in Pakistan
is "existing and active", accord-
ing to Army Chief General
Deepak Kapoor, who puts the
number of terror camps there in
between 30and 50.

Pakistan seeks to convey an
impression that it is taking
action against terrorists and
their infrastructure but the
infrastructure was still active,
Kapoortold PTL

The number of camps "on
the other side" can "safely” be
placed between 30 and 50, he
said, adding thatthere had been
a significant increase in such
camps from 32 in 2005 to 53 last

year.

Kapoor, who has served as
chief of the Northern
Command which include
Jammu and Kashmir, said by
and large most of these camps
are located parallel along the
Line of Control (LoC) and
between 10 and 50 km away
from the LoC. The numbers of
these camps have been varying
atumes.

"Iwould rather putitthatthe
infrastructure is active. Yes I
would put it that way. I would
not talk “about the numbers
specifically right now because
of the fact that some of these are
closed. But infrastructure 1s
existingand active.”

@

Bangladesh

Pakistan seeks
to calm nuclear
worries over
AQ Khan's

release
AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan yesterday sought to
allay international concerns
that the release of its disgraced
nuclear scientist Abdul Qadeer
Khan could lead to renewed
nuclear proliferation.

A foreign ministry statement
said Pakistan had dismantled
the nuclear black market net-
work allegedly operated by
Khan, and shared its investga-
tions with the International
Atomic Energy Agency.

"No individual associated
with (the black market) enjoys
any official status nor has
access to any strategic facil-
" ity,” said the statement issued
| after Washington demanded
assurances Khan would not
" indulge in any proliferation
actvity.

i "Pakistan remains com-

mitted to the objective of
| non-proliferation,” it said,
' adding that effective export
controls had been in place to
' prevent the possibility ol

proliferation from the South
| Asian country.

Pakistan wants no-strings
aid from US: Diplomat

AFP, London

Aid from the Obama admin-
istration to Pakistan should
come without strings
attached, Pakistan's ambas-
sador to the US said in a
newspaper interview pub-
lished yesterday.

Husain Hagqgani told the
Financial Times (FT) that
"assistance that is condi-
tional is never good”,

His comments came after
US Vice President Joe Biden
said Friday the Obama
administration would revive
a plan to send 1.5 billion
dollars (1.2 billion euros) of
military aid to Pakistan, its
key ally in the fight against
Taliban forees-an
Afghanistan.

Thé US reportedly wants

to triple civilian aid but
impose conditions to ensure
military assistance to
Pakistan goes towards fight-
ing insurgents in
Afghanistan, not building up
defences against India.

Biden is expected to give
the first fully-fledged picture
of Obama-era US foreign
policy at a security confer-
ence in Munich, Germanyon
Saturday.

"Assistance that is condi-
tional is never good,"
Haqganitold the FT.

"Our advice has been that
while we can always discuss
what the Americans would
prefer... (conditional aid) 1s
not going to serve US or
Pakistaniinterests.’

Haggamni pledged
Pakistan would focus on

fighting its "primary threat”,
which he said currently
comes from “terrorism and
not from our eastern neigh-
bour”.

But he warned: "There is
no bullet that has been
invented that Pakistan can
be given to shoot at the ter-
rorists that cannot be used in
case there is a war with
India.”

Following the release of
nuclear scientist Abdul
Qadeer Khan Friday,
Haqqani said his freedom
"may cause a short-téerm
perception problem” though
added: "Pakistan now has a
genuinely independent
judiciary and we have dis-
mantled . the AQ Khan hetd
work.” '
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