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Superb start
by Satkhira

SPORTS REPORTER

Fatema slammed a double-
hattrick and Jannat three goals
as Satkhira got off to an explo-
sive start in the Buriganga zone
opener of the Citycell Women's
Football Championship in
Dhaka yesterday:

Satkhira brushed aside
Thakurgaon 14-0 with the other
goals for the winners coming
from Khadeja (2), Sonia, Sabina
and Shamsunnahar at the
Bangabandhu National
Stadium.,

Earlier, Bangladesh Football
Federation senior vice-
president Abdus Salam
Murshedi declared the Dhaka
zone meetopen.

In Teesta zone, Jessore
defeated Rajshahi by a solitary
goal in the zonal final at the
Dinajpur Stadium with
Shahinur separating the two
sides after 65 minutes. Both the
teams have already qualified for
the final round.

Gaibandha
cricket

OUR CORRESPONDENT

STS Club defeated UNNS Club
by ten wickets while Russel
Smrity Sangsad beat Thanapara
Cricket Club by a single wicket
in the Gaibandha Second
Division Cricket League at local
stadium yesterday.

In the first match, UNNS
managed only 99 runs losing all
their wickets in exactly 20 overs.
In reply, STS accumulated the
winning target without losing
any of their wickets in 14.5
overs.

In the other match,
Thanapara were bowled out for
125 in their twenty overs which
was successfully chased by
Russel Sangsad in 19.5 overs
losing nine wickets.

Ganguly to play
one-dayers of
Ranji Trophy

CRICINFO, undated

Sourav Ganguly will play for
Bengal in the Ranji Trophy one-
dayers which begin on
February 15. Jagmohan

iy the president ot the

Cricket Association of Bengal,
confirmed that Ganguly had
agreed to play for his state side.

However Dalmiya was not
certain if Ganguly would play
all the matches of the tourna-
ment. Earlier in the season he
helped Bengal earn a promo-
tion to the Ranji Super League.

The Bengal selectors are
expected to name the squad
later today. Bengal's first game
is against Jharkhand in Kolkata
onthe openingday.

This tournament could
serve as a warm-up for
Ganguly, who is scheduled to
play the Indian Premier League
inApril. He last played compet-
itive cricket in December
daring the four-day Ranji
Trophy. Ganguly retired from
international cricket in
November after India's home

- serjes againstAustralia.

Hair urges
them to
quit

CRICINFO, undated

Darrell Hair, the former inter-
national umpire at the centre of
the furore surrounding the
2006 Oval Test, has called on all
the International Cricket
Council (ICC) board members
involved in the original deci-
sion to change the result of the
match to resign. Last weekend
the ICC executive voted to
overturn its ruling altering the
result of the game from an
England wintoadraw.

"All the board members
who were involved in the ear-
lier decision should resign
now," Hair said. "And this
should also include the present
ICC president David Morgan.
The first to go should be David
Richardson [the ICC's general
manager -- cricket) and Doug
Cowie [the ICC's manager for
umpires).

"I felt the gun was loaded by
the ICC board, and Richardson
and [the chief executive)
Malcolm Speed were only too
happyto pull the trigger.”

Did U Know?

India batsman Virender Sehwag
scored his tenth one-day century in
the third match against Sri Lanka on
Tuesday.
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Action from yesterday's Citycell Women's Football Championship match between Satkhira and Thakurgaon at the Bangabandhu
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AFP, Karachi

Australia are unlikely to tour
Pakistan to play a five-match
one-day series and a Twenty20
game because of lingering
fears over security in the trou-
bled nation, a top official said
Wednesday.

The latest blow to Pakistan
cricket follows a decision by
the International Cricket
Council (ICC) Sunday to relo-
cate the 2009 Champions
Trophyaway from the country.

Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) chairman ljaz Butt told
AFP by telephone that the
Australia series was unlikely to
take place in Pakistan in April
after a meeting with Cricket
Australia officials in
Melbourne.

"It (the series) is unlikely to
be played in Pakistan,” Butt
said. "We are discussing dates

andvenues, awhich FwilHet the

media know when | return on
Friday," he said.

Australia have not toured
Pakistan since 1998, con-
cerned about players' safety in
a nation beset by continuing
militantviolence.

They postponed a tour of
the country in March last year
after a spate of suicide bomb-
ings but agreed to reschedule
the tour into two separate
visits -- a one-day series in
2009 and Testsin 2010.

Australia earlier refused to
tour Pakistan in 2002 in the
wake of the September 11,
2001 attacks on the United
States. Matches were instead
played in Sri Lanka and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE).

In anticipation of
Australia's latest refusal, the
PCB had offered various ven-
ues to Australia -- the UAE,
Malaysia, Ireland and
England.

Sources close to the board
said Pakistan would likely play

three one-day matehestrAbu

Pakistan's home ODIs
at Abu Dhabi, Dubai?

Dhabi and two one-dayers
and the Twenty20 match in
Dubai.

The games will be played
after Australia finish their tour
of South Africa in mid-April.

Following a meeting of the
[CC board in Perth, Australia,
on Sunday, ICC chiefexecutive
Haroon Lorgat said the "safety
and security environment” in
Pakistan had forced a reloca-
tion of the eight-nation
ChampionsTrophy.

The second-biggest one-
day tournament in world
cricket behind the World Cup,
the Champions Trophy had
already been delayed 12
months to September this
year because of concerns over
playersafety.

More than 1,500 people
have been killed in militant
attacks across Pakistan in the
past 19 months and more than
1,500 troops have beenkilled at
the hands .of extremists since
2002, after Islamabad joined
the US-led "waronterror.”

Cricket
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AFP, Karachi

Cricket legend Imran Khan
warned Wednesday that
Pakistan's national game was
being damaged by the govern-
ment's involvement in the US-
led "waronterror”.
Imran, who was responding
to the International Cricket
Council's (ICC) decision on
Sunday to relocate the elite
eight-nation Trophy from
Pakistan to an undecided
venue, said association with
conflictwas hugely damaging.
“From economy to daily life
to cricket, everything is hurt in
Pakistan only because of our
unnecessary involvement in
war. Teams are refusing to
come to Pakistan because of
thatwar,” Imran told AFP.
Former US President
George Bush launched his so-

called war on terror soon after
the September 11, 2001 attacks
on NewYorkand Washington.

Pakistan joined up, provid-
ing logistical support to US
forces who led an invasion of
neighbouring Afghanistan and
deploying its troops to fight
Taliban and Al-Qaeda extrem-
ists hunkered down in the
northwest of the country.

More than 1,500 people
have been killed in militant
attacks across Pakistan in the
past 19 months and more than
1,500 troops have been killed at
the hands of extremists since
2002.

[mran, who went into poli-
tics after retiring from cricket
and heads his Tehrik-e-Insaaf
(Movement for Justice) party,
said tour cancellations have
left Pakistan cricket poorer.

"Cricket is suffering finan-
cially," said Imran. "The sooner
Pakistan pulls out of the war on
terror the better and it will

'War costs Pakistan'

quickly recover from all sorts of
problems," he said.

Australia and the West
Indies forced Pakistan to play
in the neutral venues of Sn
Lanka and United Arab
Emiratesin 2002.

In the years that followed,
New Zealand, Australia again
and India all refused to tour
Pakistan or cut short tours over
security fears.

Imran accused the cricket
world and the ICC of double
standards when it came to
Pakistan.

"Of course there are double
standards when it comes to
Pakistan. England only toured
India because of their financial
clout, while Pakistan is left
isolated,” said Imran.

England returned to India
to play two Tests last December
after abandoning the last two
one-days in a seven-match
series following the Mumbai
attacks.

FROM PAGE 17

the back of dangerman
Ashraful, who miscued an
attempted pull straight to
Tareq atdeep square-leg.
Nafis Iqbal (41) and
Nayeemn Islam (39) tried to
mend the early damages but
their effort was not good
enough against an ever-
increasing run-rate.

Kamrul Islam however
provided some real excite-
ment to the game towards the
end.

Itwas fantastic to watch the
way the left-hander drove
through the offside during his
15-ball 33 that featured five
fours and a six but it was never
goingto be enough.

"Mohammedan deserved
this victory because they were
the better side today. I think
it's a good final and we also
played good cricket through-
out the tournament,” said
Ashraful, who was adjudged
player of the tournament for
consistentbatting.

On the other hand
Sohrawordi Shuvo, the
Mohammedan captain, said
that it was not the big names
but performance that count.

"We don't have star players
in the team but we won as a
unit who put their best effort
in the field," said the all-
rounder.

Earlier in the third-place
deciding match at the same

venue, Shakib Al Hasan

Mohammedan

returned to his usual self after
a frustrating semifinal as
Biman scored an eight-run
victory over outgoing champi-
ons Abahani.

Shakib smashed four
boundaries and three sixes as
Biman made 148 for six in 20
overs after being sent into bat
first.

In reply, Sahagir Hossain
hit 26-ball 37 with the help of
five fours and a six but still
Abahani finished their 20-over
quotafor 140-8. :

BRIEF SCORES
MOHAMMEDAN: 171-4 in 20
overs (Shamsur 13,
Nasiruddin 29, Rashedul 9,
Rokibul 58 not out, Marshal
22, Dollar 31, extras 9; Kamrul
1-24, Rubel 1-8, Enamul 1-16,
Nayeem 1-41)

GAZI TANK: 151-7 In 20 overs
(Kayes 0, Mithun 10, Ashraful
10, Nafis 43, Nayeem 39,
Mukter 1, Hasan 2, Kamrul 33,
Rubel 5 not out, extras 8; Tareq
2-25, Sajedul 2-30, Shuvo 3-
24)

Result: Mohammedan won by
20 runs.

BIMAN: 148-6 in 20 overs
(Zahurul 23, Shakib 48, Sajjad
22, extras 18; Shuvashis 2-28,
Nasir2-21)

ABAHANI: 140-8 in 20 overs
(Rony 21, Sahagir 37, Nadif 19,
extras 15; Shahadat 2-26,
Mahbubul 2-38)

Result: Biman won by eight
runs.

Canada to tour

Zimbabwe
CRICINFO, undated

Canada are set to play their first
major overseas series against
an ICC (International Cricket
Council) Full Member country
when they tour Zimbabwe for
four ODIs in March.

The matches form part of
their preparations for the ICC
World Cup Qualifiers in April.

The games, which are likely
to all be played in Harare, will
take place between March 18
and 26.

The original plan had been
for Canada to play against a
Zimbabwe A side, but after
discussions between the two
boards, the itinerary was
changed to accommodate the
ODIs.

The teams last met in a
Twenty20 tournament in
Toronto last October when
Canada tied with Zimbabwe in
the first match before losing a
bowl off.

Razzak's
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Asoka de Silva after the second

Test between Bangladesh and
New Zealand in Dhaka on
October 29.

The 1CC ordered an inde-
pendent analysis which
showed that Razzak's flexion
for both his stock delivery and
faster ball ranged from 22 to 28
degrees.

Sagar stays
atop

SPORTS REPORTER

Reigning champion FM
Minhazuddin Ahmed Sagar
maintained solo lead in the
BASIC Bank 30th National
Junior Chess Championships
when he defeated Abdullah Al
Saif in the eighth round at the
Chess Federation hall-room
yesterday. "

Sagar pushed his collection
to 7.5 points with one round
remaining to stay half a point
ahead of Shamima Akter Liza,
who beatMasum Hossain.

Sharif Hossain was also at
second place with seven points
after beating Rezaul Hossain
Babu.

Mohammad Imran Ali Elin
and lkramul Haque Siam
shared the third place with 6.5
points.

In other 8th round games,
Elin beat Mahfuzur Rahman
and Siam beat Shah Jalal Faruk.

Lanka recall
Malinga for
Twenty20

AFP, Colombo

Fast bowler Lasith Malinga has
been included in Sri Lanka's
squad for next week's Twenty20
match against India, selectors
announced here onTuesday.

Malinga, outofaction due to
a knee injury, made his last
international appearance in
February 2008 in a one-dayer
against Australia in Melbourne.
He has so far played 28 Tests, 53
one-dayers and seven Twenty20
matches.

The Twenty20 game starts
here on February 10.

The selectors kept the same
one-day squad for the last two
games of the ongoing five-
match series against the tour-
ists, to be held here on Thursday
and Sunday.

T20SQUAD

Tillakaratne Dilshan (captain),
Sanath Jayasuriya, Jehan
Mubarak, Chamara
Kapugedera, Chamara Silva,
Indika de Saram, Lasith
Malinga, Dilhara Fernando,
Farveez Maharoof, Kaushal
Weeraratne, Malinga Bandara,
Jeevantha Kulatunga, Dilhara
Lokuhettige, Mahela Udawatte,
ThilanThushara.

ODISQUAD

Mahela Jayawardene (captain),
Sanath Jayasuriya, Kumar
Sangakkara, Upul Tharanga,
Tillakaratne Dilshan, Chamara
Kapugedera, Thilina
Kandamby, Jehan Mubarak,
Farveez Maharoof, Muttiah
Muralidaran, Ajantha Mendis,
Dilhara Fernando, Nuwan
Kulasekara, Thilan Thushara,
Angelo Mathews.

Afghans get
rapturous
welcome

AFP, Kabul

Afghanistan's fledgling cricket
team returned home Tuesday
flush with victory from
Argentina but calling for
financial support as they
prepare for the 2011 World
Cup qualifying round.

The team was greeted at
Kabul International Airport by
a mob of enthusiastic fans
who presented them with
garlands and escorted the
players on a small parade
through the city.

"We never even thought we
could expectto do so well," the
team's secretary general, Taj
Malik, told AFP. "But the
team's main test is still ahead
ofus."

Victory in the World League
Division Three has moved
Afghanistan into April's World
Cup qualifying round in South
Africa. Aplacein the top twoin
their group will guarantee a
spotin the 2011 Waorld Cup.

Cricket

P11, Colombo

Having clinched the five-
match series by taking an
unassailable 3-0 lead, India
will try out some of their
reserve players when they take
on Sri Lanka in an inconse-
quential fourth one-dayer
here on Thursday, seeking to
notch up a record-breaking
ninth consecutive win.
Although the visitors would
ideally like to make a clean
sweep of the series, giving an
opportunity to the bench
players will be their priority in
the remaining two games.
Everything has gone well
for Mahendra Singh Dhoni
and his men in the series and
the team will be keen to keep
the winningsequence going.
The Indian batting has been
far superior than the home
team and the bowling has also
been quite disciplined to bring
about the desired results.
Dhoni made it clear after
Tuesday's win that giving
reserve players a chance to
prove themselves was more
important than retaining the
winning squad in pursuit of
their record ninth straight ODI
win.
"We are not looking at the
record. Rather, we will give

India to test bench
Fourth Sri Lanka-India ODI today

chance to players who'didn't
get a chance to play in the
series so far,” Dhoni said.

"We are 3-0 up and have
already won the series. It gives
us an opportunity to play
those players. For us, this is the
priority. The team is not look-
ing at the record but giving
chance to those players,” he
said.

India humiliated Sri Lanka
with a 147-run win under
floodlights at the R Premadasa
Stadium on Tuesday to seal the
series. Sri Lanka, however, have
only pride to play for in the
remaining matches which are
of mere academic interest now.

The home side, who are
playing non-stop cricket for
last five months, will be under
pressure to regroup and redis-
cover theirwinning form.

Captain Mahela
Jayawardene will have to
ensure that his team executed
the game plan well to win the
next two matches and reclaim
their confidence ahead of the
busy season.

Jayawardene admitted his
team was not up to the stan-
dard of Dhoni's India and
there were some grey areas to
be fixed, especially the bowl-
ing which was absolutely off
the mark on Tuesday:.

The home side's main area
of concern would be their
bowling after the way Ferveez

The Daily Star

Maharoof and Dilhara
Fernando performed in the
third match returning figures
of 68 for nought and 63 for 1
respectively.

Other bowlers -- Nuwan
Kulasekara (68-0), Ajantha
Mendis (64-1) and Muttiah
Muralidaran (60-1) were also no
better. "I am disappointed with
the bowling,” Jayawardene said
after the match.

Besides, his main weapons
Muralidaran and Mendis will
also need to urgently find a
way to stop the rampaging

Indians.

TEAMS

INDIA (from): Mahendra
Singh Dhoni (captain),
Gautam Gambhir, Ravindra
Jadeja, Zaheer Khan, Praveen
Kumar, Pragyan Ojha, Munaf
Patel, Irfan Pathan, Yusuf
Pathan, Suresh Raina,
Virender Sehwag, Ishant
Sharma, Rohit Sharma, Sachin
Tendulkar, Yuvraj Singh.

SRI LANKA (from): Mahela
Jayawardene (captain), Kumar
Sangakkara, Sanath
Jayasuriya, Upul Tharanga,
Chamara Kapugedera, Jehan
Mubarak, Tillakaratne
Dilshan, Thilina Kandamby,
Muttiah Muralidaran, Ajantha
Mendis, Farveez Maharoof,
Dilhara Fernando, Nuwan
Kulasekera, Thilina Thushara,
Angelo Mathews.
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gradually changing and as
more women take part in the
country's premier sport and
with international tourna-
ments like these, women's
cricket in Pakistan can defi-
nitely move forward. Asked
whether most girls in Pakistan
women's cricket stem from any
particular class, Urooj claimed
that it does not make any dif-
ference as talent will always
make its way irrespective of its
origin.

“International matches
makes all the difference but
there are other alternatives to
prepare for big events, such as
playing the men's teayy i) ghe
under-15s or under-19s which
in Dhaka,” said the'self"
assured Mumtaz in the cap-
tains' press conference.

Country's leading cellular
operators Grameenphone is
sponsoring the seriesand it has
been a major sponsor ever
since the Board has taken up
women's cricket seriously a
couple of years ago.

"When we started out in
1997 one of our main objec-
tives was women's empower-
ment, so it's a great opportu-
nity for us to sponsor this tri-
nation and take women's
cricket forward,” said GP's

-1

o

Bangladesh better

chief communications officer
Rubaba Dowla. Also present
during the announcement was
BCB marketing and commer-
cial chairman Aziz Al Kaisar
and women's wing chairman
Abdullah Al Fuad.

The teams will travel to
Bogra today to play the three
opening matches while Khulna
will play host to the remaining
round robin league matches

where teams meet each other
twice.

The final will be held on
February 17 at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium in
Mirpur.

Gazl questions

1s what we did before aqj.xjn 4 JFROM PAGE 17

Deféending champions
Abahani also played their away
match -- in the first leg --
against Khulna Abahani in
Dhaka last October. National
coach Shafiqul Islam Manik
hadrequested the federationto
arrange the match in the capi-
tal in a bid to save the national
players from travelling for the
interest of the national team's
preparations for the Merdeka
Cup.

The league committee
could have switched Abahani's
home match to Khulna in the
return leg butdid not.

Amalesh

FROM PAGE 17
new set of foreign players in
the mid-season break have
perhaps hampered their
campaign, if not the club
officials’ reported interfer-
ence on team selection
bypassingthe coach.

“We don't have any other
option but to win all our
matches but even if we do that,
we can't catch Abahani if they
get just one point. In my long
career, | have never seen any
team in this position to spill
from such a comfortable
positon.

"Abahani will definitely
start in a better position and
their morale would also be
high after beating
Mohammedan 2-1"and crush-
ing Brothers 3-0 in their last
three matches.

“We are also going to miss
Alfaz's strike partner Samir
Oman, who is suspended for
tomorrow's game,” informed
Gazi, the senior most coach in
the domestic circuit, adding
that he has not a proper
replacement.

Omari, who has scored five
goals in as many appearances,
also picked up three bookings
and Russel will have to field only
two foreigners in Serbian Marco
Maric and Moroccan

midfielder Ahmad Redahasleft.

Al
Moujahid as Moroccan

in Melbourne yesterday.

PHOTO: INTERNET
ICC CEO Haroon Lorgat (L) and president David Morgan pose with the ICC Test Championship Mace
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