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Something stinky in
Wasa water supply

Excessive use of chemicals, river pollution blamed

llnmtll ALAM

For the past one week, residents in difter-
ent parts of the capital are struggling to

deal with a rather unpleasant whiff in the

water supply
[he areas aftected by the stinky water

supplied by Wasa include Kamalapur,
Mugdapara, Maniknagar,
Jatrabari, Khilgaon, Chowdhuripara,
Basabo, Nayatola, Shantinagar, Rampura
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and parts of Mirpur

It is not just the residential areas that
are affected since establishments in the
city's commercial hub Motijheel and The
Daily Star's Karwan Bazar office also have

Basir Mahmud Ilias who works at
Mizan Homeo Pharmacy of Toyenbee
Circular Road complained that the filthy
water smelt like rotten jute, so he dared
nottake asip

Gopibagh resident Saynuddin said:
“We have to collect water from a deep
tube-well at the Balu Math every day as
we cannot drink this water because 1t

smells really bad.”
[stiaq, a resident of Rampura, said

taking a bath was a real nuisance because
he had to apply a body spray to get nd ol
the disgusting odour. Not even boiling the

wdler was anyuse
“1 have to buy a bottle of mineral water

explained Anis, another resident of the
area.

Wasa officials blamed river pollution
and the use of additional chemicals at the
Sayedabad water treatment plant for the
Cris1S

Md Nurul Islam, an executive engineetr
of Wasa, acknowledged the plant cur-
rently used more chemicals during the
dry season since pollution levels in the
surface water always remained high
however there was no risk after consump
tion. The only noticeable change would
bein the taste of the treated water.

In an effort to tackle the problem Wasa
has decided to setup a pre-treatment unit

Leopard
beaten

todeath

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thakurgaon
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Villagers beat a leopard to
death at Bangaon village
under Ranishankoil upazila in
hakurgaon yesterday after-
noon.

Police and local people said
the animal, coming out of 1ts
hiding from a wheat field,
suddenly attacked and injured
five people atabout 3:00pm.

[he injured are Aiub Alj, 37,
Wahab Ali, 40, Abdur Razzak,
32, Ataur Rahaman, 32, and
Azhar Ali, 26,

Hearing their screams,
villagers rushed to the spol
and beat the leopard with iron
rods, sticks and spears to
death. Later, the locals hung it
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Carcass of the leopard, beaten to death after it attacked villagers, is hung on a tree at Bangaon village

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4 under Ranishankoil upazilain Thakurgaon yesterday.

to deal with the situation daily for my five-year-old daughter,” SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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Cruel father
k:’l ls 2 kids

100 heritage
e - gites listed

children in a pond at Purbo
vudaka vilige in Tongi on | (G@zette notification soon
to conserve those
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TAWFIQUE ALI

SHANKHARIBAZAR

[njured old
woman dies

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

o2 civilanskillegin: ' |2&
admin again

Lanka tighting

government yesterday
made further reshuffle at the
top level of the civil adminis-
tragon.

>

An elderly woman, who was
injured Monday in a partal
collapse of ceiling of a cen
tury-old building in the city's remnants of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Social Welfare Secretary
Shankharibazar area, suc- Eelam (LTTE) -- who launched their militant | Sunil Kanti Bose has been
__ | cumbed to herinjuryatDhaka | Sri Lanka's president said yesterday the Tamil  strugglein 1972 -- cornered in the jungle. transferred to the Post and
Medical College Hospital | Tiger rebels were on the verge of defeat, but Telecommunications
(DMCH) yesterday. dozens of civilians were reported killed as fierce Ministry.

Sources said Kanchanlata, | fighting continued in Asia's longest-running Besides, six additional
65, died atabout 10:00am after | civil war. secretaries, who were
she was taken to the hospital In a national day address, President attached to the Establishment
Mahinda Rajapakse said he was confident the Ministry as officer on special
[1gers would be finished within days, even as duty (OSD), got new postings.
the United States and Britain called for a Of them, Mohammad
ceasefire to gettrapped civilians to safety. Majidul Karim was posted to
. _With the rebels’ campaign for a separate Bangladesh Jatiya Sangsad
Tamil homeland ravaged, a UN spokeésman Secretariat, Rafiqul Islam to
said heavy shelling had killed more than 50 Election Commission
civilians and forced the evacuation of the only Secretariat, Mostafa Kamal 1o
hospital inthe battle zone Commerce Ministry, AZM

Rajapakse said the "shadows of terrorism Shafiqul Alam to Agriculture
have almost been wiped out,” with the last SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

2.93 lakh cases
pending with HC

Says law minister

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Gout predicts imminent victory over rebels

Police arrested Abdul Huq, AFP, Colombo

32 a farmer, who admitted to

killing his two-year-old son

Ratul and four-year-old
daughterChhobi

Hearing the news, theil
mother Fahima Begum went

"I am confident that the Tigers will be com-
pletelydefeated in afewdays,” he said.

A military offensive over the past year has
dismantled the Tigers' mini-state in nosthern
Sri Lanka, where the rebels have lost 98 percent
of the territory once under their control.

UN spokesman Gordon Weiss told AFP that
at least 52 civilians were killed in one shelling
attacklate Tuesday.

"We don’t know who is responsible or how
many shells hit, but we have this report from
our staff,” he said adding the region's only
hospital was evacuated on Wednesday after 16
hours of shelling, including a cluster bomb
attack.

The government is all set to publish a gazette notification within
next week to urgently conserve around one hundred buildings and
sites thatare parts of the country'snatonal heritage inthe capital,

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha (Rajuk), to this effect, sent
the gazette notification on Tuesday to the government press for
publication, sources said.

Once the gazette is published no enlisted heritage property
can be demolished, reconstructed, altered, and modified in the
name of development without approval of the government's
Nagar Unnyan Committee (NUC)

[he public and works secretary heads the high-powered NUC,

A standing committee, formed by the NUC on June 23 last
with the government's chief architect as its convenor, submitted
its first-phase list of 93 heritage buildings and four areas in the
400-years-old capital city to the works ministry on December4.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

LUNCONSCIOUS

[he villagers said Abdul luesday night.

[hree women sustained
Injuries in partial collapse of
ceiling of the old building
Monday night.

Following the collapse,
Kanchanlata was taken to
Mitford hospital. Her family
members then brought her
back home from the hospital

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8 |

Huq drowned his two children
In a pond near his house at

about 9:00pm while Fahima

was busy with household
chores. Theil
noticed two bodies floating in
itabourt 10:00pm,

ered the bodies |

neignbours |

the pond
r'olice recoy
and sent those to the Gazipur
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Thailand denies
fresh migrant
abuse claims

AFP, Bangkok
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No children's
corner at
Boi Mela

RAKIB AHAMMED

Holding his mother's hand,
tiny Hrndoy was hurrying her
from one corner of the fair to
another to look for a book he

Law Minister Shafique Ahmed yesterday said as many as 2.93
lakh cases are pending with the High Court (HC) and number of
such cases is much higher at lower courts causing untold suffer-
ings to litigants.
The government is considering reintroducing the Aliernative
Dispute Resolution (ADR) system by amending Civil Procedure
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

lhailand's government yesterday denied fresh allegations of
cruelty towards boat people from Myanmar, after migrants
found off the coast of Indonesia told of being beaten and

dragged outto sea.
About 200 men from the minority Muslim Rohingya group

were found in a boat off northern Sumatra island on Monday,
saying they had spent three weeks at sea after Thailand cast
them adrift, Indonesian navy officials have said.

They are the latest batch of Rohingya found off nearby coun-
tries in recent months with similar stories of mistreatment at the
hands of Thai armed forces, in embarrassing allegations for the
kingdom's six-week-old government.

"Please wait for the Indonesian official investigation -- don t
believe the foreign media reports,” said Thai Foreign Minister

could buy

His mother Mita Islam
wasn't happy at all about the
stall layout at the Ekushey Boi
Melathisyear.

Ve have been moving
around for halt an hour now.
There is no children's comer
and it's not easy to walk from

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Celebrating 23 years of
Achievements

- praverTimina j _
' #.'. nlinlt ddaa | G Kasit Piromya ofthe alleged abuse.

February 5 Deputy Prime Minister Suthep Thaugsuban insisted all

Azan |Jamaat migrants were treated well, but said that Thailand would expel
' any Rohingyaarriving onits shores. .

2 S 230 "I want to reaffirm that the Thai authorities have treated EASTLAND INSURANCE CO. LTD.
coh 1232 o Rohingya underinternational humanitarian principles, he said. The name you have learnt to Trust
t;sr hrib ;;g | ;gg Al e "Please be aware that they are entering the country illegally --
' Maghri -

PABX: 9564600 Email: eastland @ bdcom.com

we willnotallowthem to live here.”

Fsha _t---?-_—1—5—r--—?-—1.: ' Visitors gather at the stall of Liberation War Museum at Amar Ekushey Boi Mela yesterday to see
S I P . photos, clippings and other memorabilia related to the war.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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RADISSON WATER GARDEN HOTEL DHAKA
CELEBRATES 3rd ANNIVERSARY

Fourth ont willt b even better. . .

We look forward to year four as we
promise to bring you a wonderful year
filled with exciting experiences, magical
moments and memaories to cherish.

Thank you for your continuous support.

Radisson Water Garden Hotel Dhaka, Alrport Road, Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka 1206, Phone: +B880-2-8754555, Fax: +ma-amm
www radlsson cam!dhakabd
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