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The NUC at its meeting on
December 28 decided that
Rajuk would publish the notfi-
cation immediately. But the
Rajuk delayed in doing so
thinking that publication of the
notification might make the
job of its special committee
difficult.

Dhaka Ml}tru nlit_an
Building Rules o requires
app::\r:fl of the special com-
mittee to implement any sort
of land development and
construction within 250-metre
radius of alisted heritage site.

The NUC at its January 28
meeting again urged the
authorities to publish the
notification immediately.

Chief Architect ASM Ismail
said, “Rajuk was supposed to
publish the notification the
nextday.”

Mubasshar Hussain, presi-
dent of the Institute of
Architects Bangladesh and a
member of NUC said that the
committee (o review its
condition of restricting con-
struction work within the 250-
metre radius of the heritage
site.

The committee might take
into consideration the unique-
ness of a particular area rather
than li_lﬂ.l:npt:rs:.ing the condition in

eral.

e authorities are thinking of
introducing Transfer of
Development Rights (TDR) to
mrgg_ensate the private own-
ers affected due to his property
being enlisted as heritage
property, he said.

A certificate by means of the
TDR will be issued to the
affected private owners
enabling him to transfer the
development right to a certain
area.
A person may still retain the
heritage property under his or
her ownership but will not be
able todevelop oralterit.

The Department of
Archaeology (DOA) may enlist
a historic or archaeological
edifice only if it is 100-years-
old.

The standing committee of
NUC was mandated to enlist a
heritagesite givenits historical,
aesthetic, scientific, social and
cultural, religious and political
significance even ifitisnot 100-
years-old.

Buildings to be included in
the gazette notification in old
D are: Binat Bibi Mosque,
Bara Katra, Chhoto Katra,
Lalbag Fort Complex, Nimtoli
Dewri, Kartalab Khan Mosque,
Khan Muhammad Mirdha
Mosque, Shaista Khan
Muslﬂue, Gol Talab (pond),
iiBuckland Bundh, Christian
Cemetery, Hosaini Dalan,
Dhakeshwari Temple, Joykali
Temple and Ram Sita Temple,
Armenian Church, Bara Da
Sharif, Star Mosque, Bangshal
Jame Mosque, North Brooke
Hall, Kasaituli Mosque, St
Thomas Church, St Gregory's
Church, Radha Govinda
Temple at Mill Barrack,
ShashanTemple at Banianagar,
Radha Govinda Temple
(Sutrapur), Ram Sita Temple
(Amligola), Tomb of Daroga
Amiruddin, Gouri Mmﬁ.
Ramkrishna Mission, Nawab
Bari Mosque (close to Rajuk
Bhaban), Bahadur Shah Park,
Water Tank (at Bahadur Shah
park), Laxmi Narayan Mandir,
Shusila Kuthir, Brahmosamaj
Temple, Raja Ram Mohan
Library, Ruplal House, Ahsan
Manjil, Mitford Hospital (old
three buildings), Weiz House
(Weisghat), Rose Garden,
Sh anidi Palace, Iskon
Mandir, St Gregory's School,
Pogose School, Manuk House
(Bangha Bhaban), Balda
Garden, Ja ath University
Admin Building, Buildings at

lots 7-9 (Koilash Ghosh Lane),
ding no-28 (Utsob Poddar
Lane), buildings no. 8, 8/1, 8/2
(Jhulan Bari Lane), Dhaka
Medical College (Arts Building,
Hospital Building, Gate
Houses),

Dhaka University campus:
Vice Chancellor's Residence,
Madhur Canteen, Twin Hindu
Math (TSC), Curzon Hall, FH
Hall, SM Hall at DU, Jagannath
Hall, Mir Jumla Gate (Dhaka
Gate, Doel Chottar), Shikh
Guru Duara, Greek Memorial,
Burdwan House (Bangla

, Faculty of Fine Arts
(Art College), University
Central Library and Kendrio
Shahid Minar.

Other structures: Musha.l
Eidgah (Dhanmondi),
Satgambuj Mosque

Reconstitution
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the procedures for removal of
Supreme Court judges.

"The chairman and the
commissioners can be
removed if the Supreme
Judicial Council finds them
guilty of gross misconduct or

or mentally incapa-
ble of performing their
duties,” added Anisul Haque
explaining the ACC act.

The present three-member
commission led by Hasan
Mashhud Chowdhury was
formed in February 2007
following the resignation of
ACC chairman Justice Suitan
Hossain Khan and two com-
missioners --Prof
Maniruzzaman Miah and
Maniruddin Ahmed-- during
the tenure of the last caretaker
government.

The previous ACC officials
stepped down for failing to
keep the anti-graft watchdog
functional.

(Mohammadpur), Unknown
Tomb at Banshbari
(Mohammadpur), Shahbaz
Khan Mosque and Tomb (Old
High Court Area), Holy Rozario
Church (Tejgaon), Dewanbari
Complex and Mosque
(Aminbazar), Ambar Shah
Mosque (Karwan Bazar),
Bh Bari Mosque (Beraid),
Kalibari (Siddheswari),
Archbishop House and Church
(Kakrail), Race Course Galle
(Suhrawardy Udyan), Old Hi
Court Building, Chummery
House (Topkhana Road), Govt
Empl Hospital (Fulbari),
Rashid Bhaban (BUET),
FUIEiECIIll Min;:nlrz
(Segunb a), Jatiya Sangsa
Bhabmngaind Sher-e-Bangla
N Complex, NAEM (Edu-
cation Extension Centre,
Dhanmondi), Kamalapur
Railway Station, residence no-
301-B (Road 24, Dhanmondi),
Shahid Buddijibi
Smrithisoudha (Mirpur), Rayer
Bazar Badya Bhumi Smriti
Soudha, Bangabandhu
Museum (Dhanmondi), Rajuk
Bhaban, Nagar Bhaban (DCC).
Roads, lanes, and open
spaces are: Hrishi Kesh Das
Road, Rebati Mohan Das Road,
BK Das Road, Farashganj Road
in Farashganj, Shakhari Bazar
and Panitola in Shakharibazar,
1 Das Road and Hemenda
Das Road in Sutrapur, Baily
Road, Minto Road, Hare Road
and Park Avenue in Ramna.

EC withholds
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upazila parishads in Noakhali
in a day or two.

The EC had earlier sus-
pended results of seven
upazila parishads on grounds
of irregularities and decided to
launch judicial enquiry.

Now elections results of 40
upazila parishads remain
suspended on various
grounds.

The long overdue election
to the upazila parishads were
held on January 22. On the eve
of the polls and during the
polling, election to six upazilas
was suspended following
violent incidents, capture of
polling stations and allega-
tions of intimidating voters.
Elections were held in 475
upazilasoutof48l.

Upazilas whose election
results remain withheld
include Jagannathpur in
Sunamganj, Madarganj and
Islampur in Jamalpur,
Daulatpur in Manikganj,
‘akundia in Kishoreganj,
Muladi in Barisal, Saghata and
Sadar upazila in Gaibandha,
Chouddagram, Daudkandi,
Langolkot and Chandina in
Comilla, Keraniganj in Dhaka,
Fatikchhari in Chittagong,
Kochua in Chandpur,
Moralganj and Sarankhola in
Bagerhat, Zianagar(Nesarabad)
in Pirojpur, Chouhali and
Ulkapara in Sirajganj,
Ajmiriganj of Habiganj,
Ashuganj and Koshba in
Brahmanbaria, Sadar upazila
and Atpara in Netrakona,
Horinaku in Jhenidah,
Madaripur sadar, Nandail and
Bhaluka in Mymensingh,
Gazaria in Munshiganj,
Kishoreganj in Nilphamari,
Raipur in Noakhali and
Phulgaziin Feni.

Home minister
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at a meeting of the OCs of the
city s 35 police stations.

At the meeting the OCs
were instructed to out
their duties professionally and
fearlessly above all kinds of
controversies and political
interests.

"We have directed the OCs
to work professionally to
improve the law and order
maintaining the chain of
command,” State Minister for
Home Affairs Tanjim Ahmed
Sohel Taj told The Daily Star
after the meeting. “We will
evaluate those who work
professionally,” he added.
Home Secretary Abdul Karim,
Inspector General of Police
Nur Mohammad and Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP)
Commissioner Naim Ahmed
were also present at the meet-
Ing.

The home ministry exe-
cuted the special anti-crime
drive in the capital February 3
and, if necessary, will start the
drive in other divisional head-
quarters.

The state minister said law
and order is in crisis only in
Dhaka city and he would give
highest priority to curb crimes
inthe capital.

At the meeting the home
ministry asked the OCs to take
adequate preparation to
ensure foolproof security for
the 21 February programmes.
They were also directed to
conduct a practice session in
coordination with other law
enforcement agencies in this

Sources said the meeting
was conveyed in a bid to
strengthen the relationship
between police and the home
ministry and to abolish the
g_:nic of transferring the OCs

m the capital.

At the meeting, the OCs
raised a number of problems,
including shortage of man-
power and logistics, especially
vehicles. Both the ministers
assured them of providing all
possible assistances and
demanded good positive
feedbacksir return.

[rregularities
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the alleged irregularities includ-
ing donations from VIP prison-

ers for construction works at the
Dhaka Central Jail, the change
in the jail directorate’s mono-
gram and misappropriation of
command funds.

Ministry sources said the
committee led by the additional
secretary of home ministry has
been asked to complete investi-
gation by February 28.

Jail sources said senior jail
high-ups received huge dona-
tions from some VIP prisoners
and renovated a mosque and
built sheds for training pur-
poses inside the Dhaka Central
Jail.

The high officials took the
donations in exr_hange for
giving 'unlawful facilities to VIP
prisoners violating the jail
codes, sources said.

Besides, the jail authorities
changed the monogram of the
jail directorate replacing the
picture of boat with that of a
pigeon.

Moreover, senior officials
allegedly misappropriated
several lakh taka of the com-
mand funds created with the
money of visitors and income
from bakeryshops and factories
inside thejail.

When contacted, acting
Inspector General-Prisons Col
Dr Ashraful Islam Khan con-
firmed the formation of the
four-member committee.

Same syllabus
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the same,"” Education Minister

Nurul [slam Nahid said.

Eleven systems of primary
education exist in Bangladesh
creating sociocultural divi-
sions, he observed.

The minister was speaking
as the chief guest at the "Eng-
lish in Schools" (EIS)
programme jointly launched
by The Daily Star and private
cellphone operator AKTEL at
Spectra Convention Centre in
the capital.

The new syllabus would
include the country's lan-
guage, history, geography and
culture, among other subjects,
the minister said.

Ifone cannot speak mother
tongue and does not know the
history and culture of the
motherland, the bondage with
his or her country becomes
weaker, he said. A tendency of
neglecting Bangla has devel-
oped here for some or other
reasons, headded.

Citing that education is
being downgraded by serious
lack of quality teachers and
absence of a consistent educa-
tion policy, the minister said
the present government has
initiated steps to upgrade the
education policy based on the
Qudrat-e-Khuda Education
Commission report.

The minister said the edu-
cation policy formulated by
the Qudrat-e-Khuda
Commission after independ-
ence was upgraded in 2000,
but the next government
postponed it.

"It has become a tradition
in our country that one gov-
ernment formulates a policy
and another cancels it. This
time we want to change that
practice,” he said.

“We want to upgrade it with
opinions of education experts.
This is not a party matter. We
are serious about it," he
added.

Cruel father
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Government Hospital for
autopsy.

[n primary interrogation,
Abdul Huq said he killed his
two children failing to control
anger at his father's refusal to
give him a share of his prop-
erty.

He said he drowned the two
ignoring their plea for mercy.

“The children of my broth-
ers wear fancy dresses and
have rich foods as my father
gave them shares of his prop-
erty. But I could not afford
those for my children as my
father refused to give me a
share of the property. So I
decided to kill my children,”
he said.

Abdul Huq has been suffer-
ing from mental illness for the
last one year, said his wife
Fahima Begum with tears
rolling down her cheeks.

"Sometimes he claims
himself as a member of the
parliament or a police officer”,
Fahima said, adding, "But I
never thought he would do
somethingso cruel.”

Mohammad Shahidullah,
maternal uncle of the two
children, filed a murder case
against Abdul Hug, his four
brothers and their father
Mohammad KaluMia.

Sub-inspector Masud
Khan, also the investigation
officer (I0) of the case, told
The Daily Star that he talked to
Abdul Huq's neighbours, who
saild he has been suffering
from mental illness.

"When [ reached his house
after the murders, I found him
taking rest in his room while
his wife was weeping,” the 10
said.

"During the interrogation,
he was quiet and gave details
about the incident," Masud
added.
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Sheraton's star at risk
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The hotel made an operating
profit of around $4.79 million in
2008, a 10 percent rise from a
year earlier, amid intense com-
petition from its new rivals in
the hospitality sector.

Despite such profitability,
Sheraton is now leaving the
hotel management because of
BSL's refusal to renovate the
hotel.

Since last June, at least seven
international hotel chains
including InterContinental,
Hilton, Carlson, Marriott and

dham expressed interest to
take over the hotel manage-
ment following Sheraton's exat.

But all of them except
Wyndham demanded immedi-
ate renovation of the hotel by
the government, saying the
hotel building and its other
setups aretooold.

ndham is likely to strike
the chise deal under the
name of Ramada Plaza in mid-
February, said a BSL official,
asking not to be named.
Ramada is a three-star hotel
chain owned by US-based
WyndhamWorldwide.

Industry insiders said the
main reason behind going for
franchise is the government's
reluctance torenovate the hotel,
which means failure to appoint
an international hotel chain to
operateit.

But the government denied
the need to renovate the hotel
saying the proposal is 'unac-
ceptable’.

“The condition of the hotel is
notas bad as being told by some
international chains. We are
even making profit with its
present condition,” said Civil
Aviation and Tourism Secretary
Syed Mohammad Zubair.

“The decision over the
necessity to refurbish it would
be determined by the govern-
ment's own observation, not by
any company's unacceptable
demand,” headded.

The official said the renova-
tion will cost around $20 million
and the government does not
have enough money to bear the
cost, while the hotel can make
profitwithits presentcondition.

At the same time, the gov-
ernment has refused to even
renovate the hotel in the next 15
years, as interested chains
proposed to keep the hotel
closed forayear forrenovation.

According to Zubair, renova-
tions will leave 600 Sheraton
employees jobless during the
period.

According to the job con-
tract, the employees are part of
BSL, which will have to take
responsibility for all employees.

In 19833 when InferCantinental

left, BSL paid salaries and other
facilities to all the staff for five
months until Sheraton started
iItsoperationin 1984,

Finally, early this month BSL
ran an advertisement seeking a
franchise company, which was
supposed to submit a technical
proposal and a financial offer.
Four companies turned in
proposalsbyJanuary31.

“We have failed to find a
company to operate the hotel,
which forced us to look for an
alternative option, such as
appointing a company to man-
age the hotel under a franchise
arrangement,” said Zubair, also
chairman of the state-owned
hotel's Board of Directors.

Franchise, an authorisation
to sell a company's goods or
servicesina tﬂartiaﬂarplace. isa
newideain the country's hospi-
tality sector.

In line with the system, the
E;:lernment will appoint a

chisee, which will have a
deal with an international chain
and will be authonised to use the
brand name in managing the
hotel.

The decision to appoint a
franchisee for managing the
venture is instilling Egr into
industry people. They feel the
hotel may fail to keep up its
reputation or remain profitable,
as a franchise arrangement is
still an unfamiliar idea in the
sector.

Meanwhile, several BSL
officials hinted that the govern-
ment has reached an under-
standing with Ramada over
operating the hotel.

They also said the govern-
ment has almost selected a
company, American Property
Management International
(APMI), to get the franchise
contract.

A BSL nff:'icial requesting
anonymity said a group of BSL
staff is working in favour of
Ramada, which lacks experi-

Wasa
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at the Sayedabad plant.
Denmark has agreed to
finance construction of the
unit at an estimated cost of Tk
829 crore. A local firm has
been selected but is awaitin
approval from the Danisﬁ
government before the project
cangetunderway.

Leopard
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on a tree in the high school
ground.

On information, police
rushed to the spot and
brought the dead leopard to
Ranishankoil Police Station.

Officer in Charge of the
police station told this corre-
spondent that they informed
the forest department to hand
itover.

The same leopard also
injured another five people at
Basnahar village of
Ranishankoil upazila on
Sunday evening,

ence to manage any five-star

hotel.

“Ramada desperately wants
to operate the hotel and man-
ageitthrough a franchisee, even

er knowing that BSL is not
ready to renovate the hotel,” he

said.
Earlier, among the other

international chains, only
Ramada Plaza agreed to run the
hotelwhile renovating it.

This same BSL group is
pushing the government to
undermine the necessity to go
for renovation, making the

overnment reluctant over the
issue and finally paving the way
for hiring a franchise company,
the official said.

The group is nowworking for
APMI, an inexperienced fran-
chise company to manage any
five-star hotel, and so APMI is
likely to win the contract to use
the name of Ramada and man-
age the hotel, said the BSL

official.

However, Zubair denied the
accusation and said: “This is the
government's duty and respon-
sibility to finalise any decision
about appointing any com-

pany. :
“Let the government do its
job,” headded.
WHAT SHERATON SAYS
Trevor MacDonald, general
manager of Dhaka Sheraton,
said the hotel can gain much
revenue if it goes into renova-
tion, including modernisation
of rooms, kitchen, conference
rooms, bathrooms, lobby and

bar.
“It's urgent to renovate the

hotel to attract more corporate
business, now being captured
by the Westin and Radisson,” he
said, pointing to the fact that
Sheraton has already been
losing corporate business for
the last two years.

“The government should
have a long term plan for the
hotel. The hotel may seem
profitable now, but after 10-15
years the profit won't be the
same with the present condi-
tionofthe hotel,” headded.

“The nature of hospitality
business has already started
changing and it will completely
change in the next 5-7 years.
Then the hotel won't be able to
generate such a growing reve-
nue and make profit without
refurbishment,” added the
Sheraton GM.

He also said the government
should have an 'opportunity
cost analysis’ which is an inte-
gral part of any company's
decision-making process.

The quest for hiring an
international hotel chain
starred’ mec May" 2008/ after
Starwood, the parent company
of Sheraton, sent a letter to BSL
saying that it will renew the
contract if the government
immediately goes for renova-
ton.

Starwood's 25-year-deal
with BSL expired on December
31, 2008 and the company later
extended its contract with the
governmentup toMarch 31.

sayeda@thedailystar.net

PM wants ACC
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however said it was necessary
to shake the society up as
corruption spread in all fields.

The prime minister urged
lawmakers to lead a life con-
sistentwith theirearning.

Asked if the names oftop 20
corrupt people each year will
be made public, she said each
corrupt person's name needs
to bedisclosed.

Talking about the root of
corruption, Hasina said,
"Those who came to power
wearing uniform and using
arms patronised corruption. If
anybody compares corrup-
tion index before and after
1975, he willunderstand when
corruption started spread-
ing...Corruption spread in the
society due to irregularities in
assuming state power and
violation of the constitution.”

Replying to queries on
making public offices free of
malpractices, the prime min-
ister said, “With the assistance
of the Anti-Corruption
Commission, the government
has already taken various
measures to stop corruption
and bribery in government
offices and courts.

“Scrutiny of wealth state-
ments of government officials
submitted to their respective
authorities under the public
servants conduct rules 1979 is
now under consideration.”

She announced that pro-
cess is on to detect corruption
and corrupt officials in utility
departments, government
and semi-government offices.
Action will be taken against
those found involved in cor-
ruption and bribery.

The government is giving
priority to curbing graft, com-
bating terrorism and bringing
down prices of essentials, she
told a questioner.

In response to another
query, the PM informed the
House steps taken to get back
the money siphoned off dur-
ing the rule of BNP-led alli-
ance. Investigation is on to
collect information on how
much money has been laun-
dered, she said, declining to
give details now.

She also spoke about gov-
ernment initiative to recover
the black money siphoned off
by Arafat Rahman Koko, youn-
gerson of former prime minis-
ter Khaleda Zia. .

Boi Mela
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one corner of the fair to another

with a toddler in hand to locate a
stall," she said yesterday evening.

"Besides, the prices of
childrens books are higher at the
fair than at shops outside,” she
complained.

iis year the Boi Mela has no
dedicated comer for children's like
":IF revious three years, though 50
stalls are dedicated to children's
books.

Bangla Academy Syed
Mohammad Shahed said, "The
publishers argue against a fixed
corner for children's books as they
complain that such stalls usually
sellotherbooks aswell.”

Foreign books and not local
ones seemed abundant at the
children's stalls. Stall owners say
that books on foreign cartoon
characters as Superman,
Spiderman and Tom & Jerry are
sellingthemost.

Traditional Bengali books for
children, reflecting local culture
and history, are not selling well,
salesmen said.

"Most of the books are on
characters from foreign cartoons,
TV serials and computer games. |
could not find enough books on
nursery rthymes or stories which

we used to read during my child- .

hood,” said Sushmita, a service
holder and mother of a six years
nldg’rl.

its quite a disappointment,”
shesaid.

Meanwhile, readers saw a total
of 87 new books released on the
fourth day of the fairyesterday.

These include 23 novels, three
essay collections, 14 poetry collec-
tions, 11 story collections, two
children’s books, nine autobiogra-
phies, one on history and three on
politics.

New books from popular
writers that arrived at the fair
yesterday include -- Plumed
Peacock and Gomkhet Kak O
Onnanyo Lekha by Kabir
Chowdhury, The Blue Sting by
Syed Shamsul Haq, Sonar Apel
Kalo Ghora by Serajul Islam
Chowdhury, Dinbadoler Onggikar
by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
Deyaler Shahor Dhaka by
Muntasir Mamun, Rangabhora
Bangadesh and Baundule by
SumantoAslam.

Like other days, the largest
crowds gathered in front of the
stalls selling the latest from the
popularwriters of the country.

Publishers said that they are
now eagerly waiting for the week-
end, which they expect should see
larger crowds thronging the
annualevent.

Reshuffle
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Ministry, Mizanur Rahman to
the Energy and Mineral
Resources Ministry, AMB
Khorshed Alam to the Industries
Ministry and Dr Mohammad
Sadique; to, the Bsiablishment
Ministry as-additional secretar-
1€s.

The government also made
Planning Division Secretary
Zafar Ahmed Chowdhury OSD
while four officers were made
acting secretaries at various
ministries and divisions.

Chairman of Bangladesh
Chemical and Industries
Corporation Moklesur Rahman
was posted to the Labor and
Employment Ministry, Director
General of Manpower
Employment and Training
Bureau Abdul Malek to
Expatriates' Welfare and
Overseas Employment Ministry,
chairman of Bangladesh
Agriculture Development
Corporation Abdur to Planning
Division and Director General of
Family Planning Directorate
Begum Kamrunnesa Khanam to
SocialWelfare Ministry.

Besides, Chairman of
Trading Corporation of
Bangladesh Mohammad Ziaul
[slam has been made additional
information secretary while
Chairman of Rural
Electrification Board Habib
Ullah Majumder has been
transferred to the Planning
Commission as acting member
and additional Commerce
Secretary Golam Mostakin has
been posted to BCS
Administration Academy as
director general.

The Establishment Ministry
yesterday circulated separate
notifications to this effect.

Law minister
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Code (CPC) for quick disposal of
pending cases, he said.

While talking to reporters at
his secretariat office yesterday
afternoon Shafique Ahmed said
judges and lawyers concermned
would be provided trainings for
running the ADR system
smoothly.

Once the ADR is in vogue
lawyers can mediate the di
putes between parties outside of
the courts and it will save both
time and money of litigants, he
said.

The law minister said he had
already discussed the issue with
the Chief Justice MM Ruhul
Amin for reintroducing the ADR
and the Chief Justice also
expressed his interest in this
re

The cases are being disposed
of through the ADR in many
developed countries in the
world, he added.

Law minister said litigants of
our country are being deprived
of getting justice and psycholog-
ically being affected due to the
delay in disposing of their cases
atthe courts.

He informed some donor

encies including UNDP and
CIDA have alre::ﬁr offered his
ministry to provide necessary
assistances for restarting the
ADR.

When asked about the intro-
duction of the ADR system
during the BNP-led four- party
alliance government, the minis-
ter said though the ADR had
been launched earlier it was not
effective.

The present government will
bring back the system so that it is
implemented effectively, he
added.
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Duty-free cars
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jurisdiction to determine the
remuneration and privileges
of lawmakers," one member
said, referring to article 68 of
the constitution. He said

arliament should rather

ring amendment to the
order inserting new provi-
sions to stop misuse of the
facilities.

A few more ordinances out
of the remaining 78, which
are awaiting scrutiny, might
be recommended for being
Flaccd in parliament as bills
or ratification, the members
said.

In June 2007, the army-
backed caretaker govern-
ment of Fakhruddin Ahmed
repealed the provision that

rovides lawmakers with
acilities under the Members
of Parliament (Remuneration
and Allowances) Order 1973
on grounds of gross misuse in
the past.

[f the ordinance is not
ratified in 30 days from
January 25, when it was
placed in parliament, it will
cease to have effect and the
previous system will be rein-
stated.

According to the provision
of the law, an MP is entitled to
import free from customs
duty, sales tax, development
surcharge and import permit
fee during the whole term in
office, one car or jeep of such
specification, and on such
conditions, as the govern-
ment may specify in his
behalf.

The provision was intro-
duced on May 24, 1987 durin
the rule of HM Ershad an
was amended on August 28,
2002, with retrospective
effectfrom July 1 that year.

Exercising the provision,
lawmakers of the eighth
parliament imported over
275 luxury cars, depriving the
National Board of Revenue of
taxes over Tk 280 crore. Taxes
for most of these luxurious
cars range from 73.91 percent
to 196.10 percent, according
to board officials.

Most MPs sold each of the
cars to businessmen for Tk
10-25 lakh and selling BMW,
Cadillac and Porsche cars,
they made at least Tk 50 crore
during the tenure of the
eighth parliament.

The law, however, does not
allow sales of these cars
within three years of pur-
chase.

Of these luxury vehicles,
each of the 55 BMW cars was
sold for up to Tk 84 lakh, 40

Metcedes-Benz | dars 'dnd

jeeps for Tk 1.18 crore and Tk
73 lakh, 10 Porsche cars for
highest Tk 3 crore, 23 Lexus
cars and jeeps for Tk 45 lakh
and Tk 47 lakh, 16 Range
Rover SUVs for Tk 54 lakh,
four Cadillac cars for Tk 50

lakh, four Hummer SUVs for
Tk 91 lakh, 42 Toyota Land
Cruiser SUVs for around Tk
35 lakh, three Lincoln
Navigator SUVs for up to Tk
50 lakh, three Infinity cars
for Tk 40 lakh, 37 Mitsubishi
Pajero V6 SUVs far Tk 25
lakh, and 17 Nissan Patrol
and Nissan Pathfinder SUVs
forTk 31 lakh.

For their personal use the
lawmakers, however, seem
to prefer low-cost cars.

A number of companies
that sell luxury cars in
Bangladesh were involved in
buying out the permits of
these vehicles. A cartel of
four distributors alone
bought permits from 200
MPs, sources said. These
companies later sold the
cars to local businessmen
with a good amount of
profit.

The joint forces during
the rule of the last caretaker
government seized a num-
ber of luxurious cars from
businessmen.

Woman dies

FROM PAGE 16
justafter halfan hourand tried

to hide the matter in fear of
dislodging from the building,
locals said.

Poor family members
feared that the authority
concerned would demolish
the century old abandoned
building if the news of the
ceiling collapse spread.

2 killed

FROM PAGE 1

Both groups fired bullets, used
sharp weapons and bamboo
sticks «:Iuringl the two hours
long clash, leaving the two
people dead on the spotand 15
othersinjured.

Nuru Khan, his brother
Awal Khan, nephew Suruj
Khan and Nurul Islam Khan,
and Shafi Khan were sent to
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) with bullet
wounds while others to differ-
ent hospitals and clinics in the
district. Condition of four of
them was stated to be critical.

Police was deployed in the
village to avert further clash as
atense situation was prevailin
there, Police Super Biswas A.fzj
Hossain said.

Local sources said Khan
family, loyal to BNP and Bepary
family, loyal to AL had a long-
standing dispute over estab-
lishing supremacyin the area.
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Khan alleged: “The AL cadres
led by Siraj Bepary and Kamal
Bepary, had been demanding
toll from us soon after AL came
to power. They also asked us to
Five them the toll money or to
eave thevillage."

Thailand denies

FROM PAGE 16

Thousands of Rohingya flee-
ing poverty, abuse and repres-
sion in western Myanmar near
the Bangladesh border are
believed to take to rickety
boats every year and try and
make their way to Thailand
and Malaysia.

Alocal human rights group
that tracks the Rohingya has
said nearly 1,000 of the group
landed on Thai shores late last
year, before being towed outto
sea in separate batches with
few supplies.

One of the survivors found
off Indonesia on Monday
appeared to corroborate that
information in an interview
with AFP.

He said about 20 people on
his boat had died during the
journey, while an Indonesian
navy officer said some of the
survivors showed scars from
beatings they said they had
received at the hands of the
Thais.

The Indian coastguard in
January rescued 446 boat
people believed to be from the
same group, while another 200
people -- mostly Rohingya and
some from Bangladesh -- were

also found in January off
Sumatra.

Authorities in those coun-
tries said the migrants told
similar stories of abuse and
abandonment by the Thai
military.

The rest of the estimated
1,000 are missing feared dead.

Thai Prime Minister
Abhisit Vejjajiva yesterday
stressed that the Rohingya
would not be granted refugee
status here, despite the
group's claims of abuse back
home, which are also backed
up by human rights reports.

"By changing their status it
could trigger conflict among
local residents and Rohingya,
and this is very dangerous and
can grow out of hand and we
will not be able to control
human rights violations,” he
told reporters.

Thailand allowed the
United Nations refugee
agency UNHCR to see 12
detained Rohingya who
arrived in the kingdom last
week with 66 adults, but the
men and boys are still due to
be deported back to their
homeland.

52 civilians killed

FROM PAGE 16

With UN agencies suggesting
250,000 civilians could be
trapped in the combat zone,
foreign governments said the
bloodshed must end.

US Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton and her British
counterpart David Miliband
called for a "temporary no-fire
period.”

The joint US-British state-
ment came after the quartet of
Sri Lanka's international
backers -- the United States,
European Union, Japan and

Norway -- called on the rebels

to negotiate terms of surren-
der.

The quartet, known as "Co-
Chairs," had backed Oslo-led
peace moves and in 2003 co-
hosted a donor conference
thatraised 4.5 billion dollars in
support of efforts to end eth-
nic bloodletting in the South
Aslannation.

“There remains probably

only a short period of time
before the LTTE loses control
of all areas in the north," they
said in a statement that was
the first international
acknowledgement that the
Tigers are facing defeat.

"The LTTE and the govern-
ment should recognise that
further loss of life of civilians
and combatants will serve no
cause,"” theyadded.

There was no immediate
reaction from the Tigers, and
the quartet said their efforts to
persuade the LTTE to allow
civilians to flee the fighting
had failed.

Human Rights Watch said
Sri Lankan authorities had
shown a "callous indifference”
towards non-combatants
trapped in fighting by refusing
to guarantee their safety.

But Rajapakse, a member
of the majority Sinhalese
community, pledged to pro-
tectethnic Tamil civilians.
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