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from this great institution, are prepared to
face the challenges of a dynamic and fast
changing world. I hope the students will
make significant contributions in their
respective professions and add value to their
future endeavours.

partnership with the foremost institutions in those fields. The Institute of %
Governance Studies has received support from Harvard's Kennedy School of ’l’,
- Government and Monash University’ and the School of Public Health was set
up in partnership with the public health programs at Harvard, Johns Hopkins, ey
- and Columbia, among others. The newly launched certificate and graduate | D
programs of the Institute of Educational Development have received support at oo
from Columbia, George Washington, and the Open Society Institute. TEONG

awareness of its problems, and the inspiration to work for its development. In
their very first year, students are sensitized to these issues through two specially
designed courses taken during the Residential Semester in Savar. The
Bangladesh Studies’ course focuses directly on development issues in
Bangladesh, and includes field visits to BRAC schools, micro-credit projects,
and national heritage sites, to provide students with more than merely a
textbook appreciation of the topics covered, while ‘Ethics and Culture’ teaches
moral and ethical values through an understanding of different philosophical
. and cultural issues.

It is a great pleasure to salute BRAC University
on the occasion of this Convocation. and to
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applaud the achievements of its faculty, alumni
and students.

Advanced education is preparing today's
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' I congratulate the graduating students, their
parents, the faculty and administration of
BRAC University on this grand occasion.

Along with cutting-edge academic programs, the university strives to recruit | e ; students to confront the challenges of building a
faculty who will be able to keep pace with the latest trends in their fields. |
Faculty development programs are in place to help the junior faculty achieve
their full potential. Last but not the least, a high quality educational | g™

- experience needs the support of up-to-date technology and campus facilities.
BRAC University is housed in its own buildings, "and our classrooms are BB
equipped with networked computers and multimedia. We have a growing | : oy :

- library of more than 18,000 books, and access to thousands of e-journals from | | building a more prosperous, more harmonious

. any computer on campus. We have fourteen computer labs, a CISCO lab, a

Even outside the classroom, BRAC University tries to inculcate concern for stronger society at home and promoting

others, and encourages development-related activities and outreach. Recently,

', X £ - | the ‘Shohayota Fund' was established using faculty and staff contributions, with

_ | i Tyl % | matching funds from BRAC, to assist stud_entis wha might be facing an

; X . unexpected crisis. Student clubs and forums often get involved in community

Professor A. F. Salahuddin Ahmed service. After cyclone Sidr, all student clubs and forums worked together to

collect money and relief materials. Their initiative and enthusiasm in

AL mmer* g responding to the needs of the larger community illustrates the kind of active

S8 i g o Sl S R atizenship and willingness to give back to one's community that we try to
encourage and inculcate.

{ development overseas. As we recognize the
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university's scholars for their academic
distinction, we feel confident that they will make |
a strong contribution to a broader social mission:

ol

i
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international community.

. language lab, nine architecture studios, video-conferencing facilities, and
laboratories for physics, applied physics and electronics, electronics and
communication engineering, and biotechnology. Beyond that, our faculty and

. students also have access to the extended resources and facilities of BRAC :

. throughout the country. :'

Undergraduate programs in Economics, Law,
English, Architecture, Business
Administration, Physics, Applied Physics &
Electronics, Computer Science, Computer
Science & Engineering, Electronics &
Communication Engineering.

Global issues require global-level thinking, and

Finally, our graduate programs are geared towards providing the education and
skills necessary for development work. The goal of graduate programs like
Development Studies, Governance and Development, Public Health, Early
Childhood Development, English, Biotechnology, and Applied Economics is to
train young professionals to lead Bangladesh in its quest for development.

BRAC University is equipping its graduates with
an awareness of the complex and interconnected
issues that now confront mankind. As they

: pursue their careers in private enterprise, public
The task of a university is not only to disseminate knowledge, but to create new !
Knowledge through research and scholarship. Our Institute of Educational
Development offers a graduate program in Early Childhood Development, the ,
first of its kind in Bangladesh, and will soon be launching an M.Ed. in | . (SR A
Educational Leadership, Planning and Management, another first in : ' e
Bangladesh. Similar ground-breaking work is being done by the James P. Grant
School of Public Health which has pioneered a new model of public health | ~'
education based on experiential learning in a rural setting which becomes a field !
laboratory for teaching and research. The BRAC Development Institute is taking
part in a global research consortium called 'Pathways of Women's |
Empowerment,’ and the Institute of Governance Studies, which publishes the
annual State of Governance in Bangladesh report, offers a unique Master's
program that trains mid-career civil servants to effectively face the complex

service or nonprofit organizations, the graduates

Graduate programs in Development Studies, will assert the skills they developed here, to help

Public Health, Governance & Development,
Business Administration, Disaster
Management, Biotechnology, English, Applied
Economics, Early Childhood Development.

Undergraduate students: 1856
Graduate students: 412
Faculty members: 248

Finandal aid disbursed in 2008: Tk 2.97 crore

The challenges of the twenty-first century are complex and formidable, not
only in Bangladesh, but in the ever-expanding global village of which we are a
part. To meet those challenges, the leaders of tomorrow must be creative and
dynamic, able to deal with any situation that comes their way. BRAC
University provides a ‘broad-based education’' where students are required to
take at least a quarter of their courses outside their major field of study, so that
they acquire both depth in their chosen field, as well as breadth in terms of _*
general knowledge. This broad-based education makes students well-
rounded and versatile, with the ability to adapt to any environment. Later, in |
n their final year, students are required to write a dissertation or do an
* internship, which gives them hands-on, real world experience. Students also |
~ participate in co-curricular and extra-curricular activities to develop their

their communities live up to their full potential

On this day when we honor their academic
success and renew our social commitment, allow
me to add my congratulations to the graduates,
faculty and leaders of BRAC University.
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. RTINS !ﬁ;,f Gfaduates . | g=  communication and leadership skills. challenges of governance in the context of Bangladesh. The university is an | :

Equipped with the knowledge and skills A Communication skills, both oral and written, are emphasized by the English * affiliate of the World Bank sponsored Global Development Learning Network | RajatK. Gupta .
: ! . : SR language courses co »d bv . e xois . s0 | which enables individuals and organizations around the world to communicate | '

gained at BRAC University, our first three | g 12N8uage cou -onducted by the Centre for Fapguagu, which mllralm : Eatug g . . .

batches of eraduat ; Lorios di ‘m Soon offer courses in other languages. By emphasizing group work, projects, = and share knowledge on developmentissues through vid eo-conferencing. B T T ——— .
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Sttt o g ; — ; are recognized authorities in their respective fields. Many of our junior fa r . : : :
institutions, multinational companies, banks gy The Residential Semester gives students a unique opportunity to develop as 5 ; pective fields. Many of our jun culty § thriving extracurricular arena with 28 active clubs 3

have won prestigious awards like the Fulbright, Commonwealth and Erasmus
Mundus scholarships, and have left for higher studies at renowned universities
abroad. Our students also get involved in faculty research projects, even co-
authoring papers with faculty members, presenting their work at conferences,

and financial institutions, software
companies, etc. We are justifiably proud of
them and we expect that our fourth batch of

* individuals. Removed from the familiar bearings of home and family,
-, students learn how to function independently, as well as communicate and
o cooperate with others. They also take part in various activities, exercises, and

o f_f excursions designed to promote holistic development, Students come away

and forums which operate under the auspices of the
Student Affairs Office. Each semester kicks off with
a Club Fair where all the clubs and forums set up

graduates will follow and build on their from the experience more confident, in dependent and articulate, qualities | and publishing in academicjournals, both in Bangladesh and abroad. . booths to showcase their activities and attract new
success. ‘f ,, that willl hol:d them in good stead after they graduate and begin their . | $ gy T G members. The clubs and forums organize seminars,
At our fourth convocation, a total of 553 B professional lives. A e Ml R S

workshops, study tours, debates, film shows,
students are graduating: 362 students from
undergraduate programs, and 191 students R i sy s e
from graduate programs, in the following SRR Institu tional L inkages S R L
disciplines:

cultural programs, community service, sporting
A S AR L events, etc. They also represent the university at
various inter-university and national level
competitions. Faculty members play an important

role in guiding club/forum activities, and the

Institute of Governance Studies James P. Grant School of Public Health

o Kennedy School of Government, Harvard o Harvard School of Public Health (USA)
University (USA) o Bloomberg School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins

Bachelor's degrees in Architecture, Business
Administration, Computer Science,
Computer Science & Engineering,

university encourages participation in extra-

q s MO o e oy o George Mason University (USA) University (USA) curricular activities to promote leadership, life
¥ uni on - :
Engineering, English, Law o University of Manitoba (Canada) © Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University skills, and personal development.
; ' i : : (USA)
y : , . o Key Centre, Griffith University (Australia)
Biotechnology, Business Administration © Monash University (Australia) ' ' ' SRR E AR
_ ] . o London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (UK) bl
Development Studies, Disaster o Basel Institute of Governance, Basel University . ' At BRAC Uni ity, | ' d '
Management Enplish Clteinaice & SRt T o Karolinska Institute (Sweden) t niversity, learning extends beyond the
Development. Poblic Health e o E Rt ot o University of Amsterdam (Netherlands) classimcm. Whether it is exploring indigenous
: % : 1Mp nstitute School of Public o University of Nagasaki (Japan) architecture in Bandarban, participating in a case
5 G e e B s e obicy an anagement (Korea) e A g

competition in Seattle, discovering Tagore's
humanistic vision at Shantiniketan, or presenting
papers at international conferences, our students

o Sree Chitra Tinural Institute for Medical Science &
Technology (India)

Institute of Educational Development
Centre for Health and Population Research, ICDDR.B

Eshrat Mustafa Eshita (BBA) o Columbia University (USA) 3

Kazi Rashedul Hasan (MBA) (Bangladesh) have been actively and inquisitively exploring the
. o George Washington University (USA) BRAC Business School world beyond the university and leaving their mark
wﬁﬂﬂéﬁiﬂ:l o University of Sussex (UK) © Asian Institute of Technology (Thailand) on it. Study tours and field trips frequently
S:;E:aﬁmj; (B;;z: SE) & Open Society Institute (UK) o Aslan Institute of Management (Philippines) complement classroom leaming. and our students
Nazmus Saquib (BS in ECE) o Aga Khan Foundation (Canada) o University of South Australia (Australia) hone their skills by participating in programming

Faculty Development and Capacity Building
o George Washington University (USA)

contests, case competitions, design competitions,
debates, etc. They have travelled as far as Canada
and the Netherlands to present their research, and
have been selected to attend the American State

e

Eshrat Mustafa Eshita (BBA)
Tanveer Reza Rouf (BSS in Econ)
Shayera Moula (BA in English)
Aroop Saha (MA in English)

National University of Educational Planning and
Administration (India)

BRAC University « 66 Mohakhali C/A « Dhaka 1212 « Tel: 8824051 « Web: www.bracu.ac.bd

Sadia Faizunnesa (MDS) e Department sponsored South Asian
Kazi Rashedul Hasan (MBA) Sponsors: Undergraduate Student Leaders Institute. BRAC
Chaitee Biswas (MDM) b . o University encourages intellectual curiosity and
Sujeeta Shakya (MPH) e l' involvement with the larger world which will
Devabrata Chakraborty (MAGD) BR A c g BRAC MN_K. b raCM o t prepare the students to be enlightened global
Md. Saifur Rahman Khan (MS in Biotech) ~We Conhect Eltizens.




