Divided Indian
EC meets to
discuss polls

P11, New Delhi

The Election Commission Is
today meeting with political
leaders to invite their SUgges
tions on the Lok Sabha polis
likely to be held sometime in
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April-May.

In all 47 political parties
including seven national
parties have been invited for
the meeting being chaired by
Chief Election Commissioner
N Gopalaswami and other two
Election Commissioners
Navin Chawla and S Y
Quraishi

This is the first time that all
the three Election
Commissioners would sit
together to chalk out strategy
for the Lok Sabha polls after
the stand-off between
Gopalaswamiand Chawla and
the report about the former

New Delhi.

eliminated,”

[mlm }mturddy urged Pakistan to act with

“sincerity and decisiveness" against the
perpetrators of the Mumbal carnage and
said it was in the interests of the region if
theywere broughtto book.

“The onus now is on the government
of Pakistan to act with sincerity and deci-
siveness against the perpetrators and
controllers _of such attacks,"
Minister AK Antony said while inaugurat-
ing the 11th Asian Security Conference in

"It is in the interest of this region and
the rest of the world that such perpetra-
tors of wanton violence are brought to
justice and the infrastructure of terror is
the ministeradded.

India January 5

Defence

Mumbai

2008 Mumbai mayhem that claimed the
lives of more than 170 people, including
26 foreigners, and injured more than 300,
submitted a detailed
dossier to Pakistan pointing to the
involvement of elements from its country
inthe Mumbai attacks.

Pakistani Prime Minister Yousuf Raza
Gilani said Sunday its Federal
Investigation Agency had examined the
dossier and had submitted a report that
would soon be shared with India through
diplomatic channels.

Earlier contradicting National
Security Adviser MK Narayanan's
claim that Islamabad has reverted on
attacks dossier,
Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee on
Tuesday asserted that India is yet to
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India asks Pakistan to
act against terror

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, P'n New Delhi

“That he (Narayanan) has said in his
own way. The fact of the matter is that
after they (Pakistan) received material
from us, we have not received any official
communication about the progress of
investigation conducted by them,"
Mukherjee told reporters here when
referred to the NSA's comments.

Narayanan had in a TV interview two
days back claimed that Pakistan had
reverted on the Mumbal attacks dossier,
asking questions to which answers were
beinggiven.

"What I am aware of is that after the
receipt of the dossier by Pakistan, the
Pakistan government has reverted to us
and asked number of questions to which
answers are being provided.... | presume
they are yet to receive replies to the sec-

External

seeking removal of the latter

came outin public

India has blamed the Pakistan-based
'1‘;11'1:.1 for the November 26-29,
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Pakistan.

receive any official response from

ond set of queries they have made,” the

NSA had said.

PHOTO. AFP
Pakistani people cross over a damaged bridge after it was destroyed by militants in the Khyber dis-
trict yesterday, Suspected militants blew up the bridge in northwest Pakistan closing a crucial supply
line for Nato troops in Afghanistan as the military reported killing 35 extremists in the region.

Paklstan militant attack halts
US, Nato supplies

AP, Peshawar

Militants blew up a bridge in
northwest Pakistan yesterday,
temporarily cutting a major
supply line for Western troops
in Afghanistan, a government
official said.

The attack was the latestin a
series on the Khyber Pass by
insurgents seeking to hamper
the US-led mission against the
Taliban in neighbouring
Afghanistan.

[t follows the abduction
Monday of an American UN
worker in the southwest of
Pakistan, an attack that under-
scored the fragile security In
the country as it battles al-
Qaeda militants.

tribal area, said the bridge was
around 25km northwest of the
main city of Peshawar. He said
trucks carrying Nato and US
supplies were unable to cross
It.

It was not immediately clear
whether supply convoys could
bypass the damaged bridge
and still reach Afghanistan.

Up to 75 percent of the
supplies destined for US and
Nato troops in landlocked
Afghanistan travel through
Pakistan after being unloaded
at the port of Karachi. Most are
driven along the Khyber Pass.

Pakistan has dispatched
paramilitary escorts for supply
convoys and cracked down on
militants in Khyber, but attacks

alternative supply routes.

The American was kid-
napped as he travelled to work
in Quetta city in Baluchistan, a
province that partly borders
Afghanistan but has largely
been spared the al-Qaeda and
Taliban insurgency in the
northwest.

Police said Tuesday they
were questioning several
Afghans about the abduction
of John Solecki, who headed
the UN refugee office in the
city, but were not treating them
as suspects. His driver was shot
and killed in the attack.

"We have opened investiga-
tions, and our various teams
are working on this case and
the effortis to safely recover the

Hidayat Ullah,
ment official in the

a govern-
h}nht r

have persisted, adding urgency
to US and Nato efforts to find

man," said senior officer Wazir
Khan.

PHOTO: AFP
This undated photograph issued by the Sri Lankan Defence

Ministry yesterday, shows the interior of an abandoned house and
an underground bunker, which is believed to have belonged to the
leader of the Tamil Tiger rebels in the island’s north.

Patients flee hospital
under attack in Lanka

AP, Colombo

Patients are fleeing a hospital that was hit
four times by artillery shells in the war
between Tamil Tigers and government
forces in northern Sri Lanka this week, the
Red Cross said yesterday.

The development came as independ-
ent observers handed The Associated
Press dramatic pictures and video,
showing scores of civilians killed or
maimed. The images offered a rare
glimpse of the growing toll the civil war
is taking on the estimated 250,000 civil-
ians trapped in the all-but-sealed con-
flict zone.

Even the wounded being treated at a
hospital in Puthukkudiyiruppu were not
safe. Artillery slammed into the hospital
three times Sunday, killing nine patients

people were killed and 10 injured, said Sarasi
Wijeratne, the spokeswoman of the
International Committee of the Red Cross in
Colombo.

The hospital is one of the last functioning medi-
cal facilities in the area where the Tamil Tigers are
fighting alast-gasp battle for survival.

“People have started to leave the hospital
because they don't feel safe there,” said Wijeratne,
“Those who are able to move are going away in
search of safer places or to find shelter in less
exposed locations.”

The ICRC is negotiating with both sides to
secure safe passage for the sick, and for wounded
people to be evacuated, Wijeratne said.

"We need security assurances. Civilians have to
be protected under international humanitanan
laws," she said.

The civilians are trapped along with the rebels
ina 115-square-mile (300-square-kilometer) slice

and injuring 20.
It was hit again on Monday and three

of jungle and rural area, surrounded by govern-
ment forces.

Taliban violence spreads
in Afghanistan: US report
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Pentagon” said*Monday that insufgent
violence was on the rise across Afghanistan and
that international forces lacked the troops and
resources to control the country's south.

In a report to Congress, the US Defence
Department described a dramatic increase in
insurgent attacks in the spring and summer of
2008, saying the period marked the worst vio-
lence since the Taliban's ousterin2001.

A resurgent Taliban was challenging the
Kabul government for control of the south and
east of the country, "and increasingly in the
west,” thereportsaid.

In the south, "where resources are not suffi-

 lish

* * 11 such areas, the full military, governance

vieptly.concentrated, security cannot bguslab
armaintained;” itadded.

and economic spectrum of the COIN (counter-
insurgency) strategy cannot be implemented
and the insurgents retain their hold on the local
Afghan population.”

The report, delayed for months pending the
outcome of various strategy reviews, came as
President Barack Obama weighed urgent mili-
tary requests for up to 30,000 more US troops in
Afghanistan, nearly doubling the US force there.

The report's account of growing violence in
the country was underscored by a suicide
bombing on Monday that killed 25 policemen
in the southern town of Tirin Kot.

Zardari asks US to give
aid, share information

THE DAILY TIMES, Islamabad

President Asif Alg Zardari
called for increased WS aid to
Pakistan's ailing economy and
enhanced intelligence sharing
between the partners in the
war on terror, in a meetng
with a six-member US con-
gressional delegation on
Monday.

The president urged the US
Congress to pass the
legislations for financial assis-
tance to Pakistan as early as
possible, saying the measure
would strengthen Pakistan's
efforts against terrorism,
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sources privy to the meeting
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US drone attacks inside
Pakistani territory and sought
the congressional delegation's
support for Pakistan's stance
that such attacks hinder
Islamabad's efforts for
broader support against
terror.

A statement by the
Presidency said that the presi-
dentand the visiting congress-
men “discussed bilateral
relations and the regional
situation”.

Visiting UN envoy Ibrahim Gambari (2nd L) meets with democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi (R) along
with members of the executive committee of her National League for Democracy party at the Sein Lei

Kantha state guest house in Yangnn on Monday.
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| UN envoy wraps up
Myanmar trip atter
talks with Suu Ky1

2008, apparently after he failed |
to secure any concrete pledges |

AFP, Yangon

The UN's Myanmar envoy was
wrapping up his trip to the
military-run nation Tuesday
after meeting democracy leader
Aung San Suu Kyi but with no
prospect of crucial talks with
senior juntamembers.

Ibrahim Gambari arrived on
Saturday aiming to nudge the
junta toward democratic
reform and initiate dialogue
between the military rulers,
detained Aung San Suu Kyi and
her National League for
Democracy (NLD) party.

He held talks with Aung San
Suu Kyi on Monday morning.
She had refused to meet the
Nigerian diplomat on his previ-
ous visit to Myanmar in August

fromtheregime.
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India signs nuclear
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Indiasigned an inspections agreementwith the
UN atomic watchdog on Monday as part of a
deal lifting a 34-year-old embargo on nuclear
trade with New Delhi, the International Atomic
EnergyAgencysaid.

"An agreement between the government of
India and the IAEA for the 'Application of
Safeguards to Civilian Nuclear Facilities' was
signed today in Vienna by IAEA Director General
Mohamed ElBaradei and Ambassador Saurabh
KumarofIndia,” theagencysaid inastatement.

"The safeguards agreement, which is the
result of several rounds of consultations con-
ducted between India and the IAEA since
November 2007, was approved by the IAEA
board of governors in August 2008," the state-
mentsaid.
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ithad been ratified by New Delhi, the watchdog
continued.

Up until now, India had allowed IAEA
inspectors regular access to sixnuclear reactors
under safeguards agreements concluded
between 1971 and 1994.

But under the new agreement, "additional
reactors are expected to be under IAEA safe-
guardsin the future.”

In all, New Delhi has agreed to open up 14 of
its 22 declared civilian reactors to regular IAEA
inspections by 2014.

The so-called safeguards agreementis a pre-
condition for a US-led deal to allow nuclear
nations to supply energy-hungry India with
nuclear material and technology for civilian
uses even though it refuses to sign the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

"For the first time, Mr. |

Gambar met for over an hour

jointly with Daw Aung San Suu |
Kyl and members of the central |

executive committee of the
National League for

Democracy," the UN said in a |

statement late Monday.

Photos released by the UN

showed a thin, serious-looking
Aung San Suu Kyi dressed in a
blue sarong and chequered blue
top talking with the diplomat.
The meeting appeared to
make little headway, however,

with Aung San Suu Kyi and the |

NLD simply repeating their
long-standing preconditions to
dialogue.
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The only Authorized institution in Bangladesh of

Silva International, Laredo, Texas, USA.
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Protester throws
shoe at Chinese

Premier Wen
Jiabao in UK

' PTI1, London

' In a throwback to the George

Bush shoe-throwing incident,

. aprotester on Monday threw a
' shoe at Chinese Premier Wen |
' Jiabao interrupting his speech
. atthe Cambridge University in

London.

The shoe thrown by a
"youngWestern-looking man®
missed by a few feet the
Chinese leader, whose visit to

' London has been marred by

pro-Tibetan protests, the
Times online reported.

" Wen was nearing the end of
his address on global econ-
omy when the man stood up,
blew a whistle and shouted:

| "How can the university pros-
| titute itself with this dictator?
' How can you listen to these

lies?"

Career Opportunity of General Manager
Position At The Westin Dhaka

Uniquely designed and comfortably appointed, The Westin Dhaka is a brand
new true five star hotel, conveniently located within the prime diplomatic and
commercial zone of Gulshan. The hotel is owned by Unique Hotel and Resorts
Limited and managed by Starwood Hotels and Resorts. The hotel has 235
luxurious quest rooms including 23 suites and a presidential suite, modern
Health Club facilities, meeting and event facilities, Ballroom with state of the
art BARCO Audio-Visual Projection System, restaurants and lounges with unigue
culinary experiences and other modern services and facilities.

Applications are invited from suitable candidates for the position of General

Manager (GM) at The Westin Dhaka.

Summary of the GM position:

Provide the leadership expertise that ensures the effective and efficient
operation of the hotel, including, but not limited to, the quality and legal
defensibility of services provided, and the achievement of stated operational
goals and profitability objectives. Manage the operations of the hotel in order
to maximize profitability and to ensure superior guest service and product
quality. Participate in total hotel management as a leader of the hotel Executive

Committee.

Job knowledge, skills and abilities required:
The candidate must have at least 20 years experience in hotel operations,
should possess advanced knowledge of the principles and practices within all
hotel disciplines, including knowledge for management of people and complex
oroblems. Ability to study, analyze and interpret compiex activities and/or
" information in order to improve new practices or develop new approaches is
essential. Knowledge of computer accounting programs and budgetary analysis
capabilities Is required. He/she should be able to participate in short and long
term financial and operational goals of the hotel. Most tasks will be performed
independently or in a team environment with the incumbent working as a team
leader. There will be a minimal direct supervision. Ability to supervise, train and
motivate multiple levels of managers and also to make sound decisions in a
complex situation is a must. Extensive knowledge of hotels, competitive markets

and revenue management is essential.

Applications in plain paper along with complete Bio-data, copy of recent passport
size color photograph and copies of certificates/testimonials should reach the
Human Resource & Training Department, The Westin Dhaka, Main Guishan
Avenue, Gulshan, Dhaka 1212, by 10 February, 2009.

THE WESTIN

DHAKA
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