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PHOTO. STAR

ActionAid Country Director Farah Kabir speaks at the inaugural ceremony of a workshop on the use
of sign language in the media at the National Press Club in the city yesterday. On her right are Masuda
Binte Kadir and Mansur Ahmed Chowdhury. ActionAid and SDSL organised the workshop.

10 injured in
BCL feud at
Titumir College

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 10 activists of
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) were injured during a
facoonal feud on Government
Titumir College campus in the
cityyesterday.

The injured were rushed to
Dhaka Medical College and
Hospital (DMCH) and
Mohakhali Metropolitan
Hospital.

Of them, Kazi Neon, Ismail
Hossain, Protim, Sumon, Fihat
and Akbar were sent to DMCH
while others were given treat-
ment at Mohakhali Metropolitan
Hospital, hospital sources said.

General students said agroup
“of 10 to 12 BCL activists led by

Kazi Neon and the other faction
led by Nipun were locked in fresh
clash in front of the college
auditorium at around 1:15pm
over sequel to a Saturday's clash
on the campus.

They said the two feuding
groups clashed for establishing
dominance during the wvisit of
Home Minister Sahara Khatun to
the campus onSaturday.

On information police
rushed to the spot and brought

the situation under control. |
Police were deployed at the

llege yesterday to avert any
irﬁﬂcl:;aj:nmward incident ,
200th episode of
BSB-Cambrian
Medhabikash

tomorrow
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 200th episode of the BSB-
Cambrian Medhabikash, a live
TV programme on education,
will be aired on Channel-i at
11.05am tomorrow.

This was disclosed at a press
conference at the Channel-i
office at Shidheshawari in the
city yesterday. Channel i
Director Shykh Siraj described
different aspects and planning
of the programme at the con-
ference.

Dr Alauddin Ahmed, politi-
cal adviser to the prime minis-
ter, Dhaka University Vice
Chancellor Prof AAMS Arefin
Siddique, Prof Atiqur Rahaman
and BSB Cambrian College
Chairman M K Bashar will
attend this episode as special
guests.

The programme was first
aired in March 2004.

In each episode, a guest
teacher on a particular subject
and a meritorious student who
obtained outstanding result in
the SSC and HSC examinations
answer different questions on
preparation for the SSC and
HSC examinations.

Jute mills
workers start
fresh agitation

STAFF CORRESPON DENT,
Khulna

Casual workers of state-owned
jute mills of Khulna-Jessore
industrial belt yesterday
announced a three-day agita-
tion programme to press home
their seven-pointdemand.
The programmes include
work abstention from 8:00am
to 12:00noon and laying siege
to the offices of project direc-
tors today, work abstention
and sit-in from 8:00am 1o
12:00noon in front of the
offices tomorrow and prevent-
ing officials from entering their
respective mills from 8:00am
till 12:00n00on on February5.
They will observe work
abstention at all the state-
owned jute mills for an indefi-
nite period from February 7 if
their seven-point demand is
not met by February 6, said
Gazi Masum, convener of Jute
Mills Workers' Development

FACTORIES IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS

HC asks authorities
to explain in 4 weeks

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yester-
day issued a rule upon the
government to show cause as
to why the rules of
Environment Conservation
Act, 1995 and Environment
Conservation Rules 1997
prohibiting the setting up of
mills and factories in the
residential areas should notbe
followed properly.

An HC bench of Justice
ABM Khairul Haque and
Justice Md Abdul Hye in the
rule also asked the authorities
concerned to explain within
four weeks why direction
should not be given to close
Al-tech Aluminum Industries
Limited in Gazipur for damag-
ing environmental balances.

The rule came upon a writ
petition filed by Bangladesh
Legal Aid and Services Trust
(BLAST).

The industries ministry
and its secretary, the director
general and the director of the
environment directorate and

deputy commissioner and
upazila nirbahi officer of
Gazipur and managing direc-
tor of Al-tech Aluminum
Industries Limited have been
made respondents in the rule.

The petition stated that Al-
tech Aluminum Industries
Limited has been set up in the
Vurulia residential area at
Ward No-1 in Gazipur in 2005
without any environment
licence and violating the rules
of Environment Conservation
Act, 1995 and Environment
Conservation Rules 1997.

It said few hundred resi-
dential houses and Dhaka
Engineering and Technology
University (DETU) are situ-
ated within the areas of 100
feetfromthe factory.

The environmental bal-
ance of the residential area
and the normal life of the
people of the area are being
seriously damaged.

Advocate Idrisur Rahman
assisted by Advocate Toufikul
Islam moved the petition.

PHOTO: STAR
Channel i Director Shykh Siraj speaks at a press conference at its
office at Siddeshwari in the city yesterday. On his left is BSB
Cambrian College Chairman MK Bashar and on his right is Dr
SelinaAkhtar Jahan.

A CORRESPONDENT, Cax's Bazar

A tourist was found dead at his
hotel room in Cox's Bazar sea
beach at6:00pm on Sunday.

Police said Miraz Hossain
from Uttara in Dhaka and his
wife Touhida Hossain boarded
atthe Sea Olive on January 30.

Police said hotel boys
become suspicious when
Touhida Hossain tried to leave
the hotel hurriedly leaving the
key of the room at reception
desk.

Then hotel authorities

Tourist found dead
in Cox's Bazar hotel

informed the police and
police broke the lock of the
room and found Miraj dead
inside theroom.

Police arrested his wife
Touhida.

The body was sent to Cox's
Bazar Sadar Hospital for
autopsy.

Police said Touhida did not
confess killing of her husband.
She, however, said they had
frequent quarrels in their
conjugal life. She also said that
her husband used to warn her
thathe would commit suicide.

KHULNA TRAIN

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Khulna

Modern coaches from the
Sundarbans-Nishitha inter-
services train plying Khulna-
Dhaka-Khulna route have
allegedly been replaced by low
quality coaches.

It is alleged that a group of
transport owners are involved
in a conspiracy to make this
comfortable train service inac-
tive and unpopular for the sake
of their business.

As a result, authorities of
Railway removed ten
Indonesian luxurious coaches
from the train last December
and replaced them with Midd]e
Order Generation (MOG)
coaches citing overhauling
works as an excuse, alleged
passengers, who travel fre-
quently by this train and
employees at Khulna Railway
Office.

The huxurious coaches made
in Indonesia were shifted to

Committee.

Chittagong, they added.

Poor coaches replace
modern ones

Leaders of Greater Khulna
Development Action
Coordination Committee have
threatened to wage a movement
if Khulna Railway authorities
fail to bring back the ten luxuri-
ous coaches from Chittagong.

ULAB spring
semester

orientation
METRO DESK

Theorientation programme of
the spring semester 2009 of
University of Liberal Arts
Bangladesh (ULAB) was held
at its Dhanmondi campus
yesterday, says a pressrelease.

The ULAB Vice Chancellor
Prof Rafiqul Islam welcomed
the freshers at the
programme. Pro-VC Imran
Rahman and Dr Kazi Anis
Ahmed, director, Academic
Affairs, also spoke.,
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Lengthy legal war wears out ACC

It stresses faster case disposal mechanism at trial courts

alliance government so that

Corruption Commission the anti-graft body could
(ACC) led by Lt Gen (retd) function independently. But
Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury we saw the first commission
is working under a political could not function effectively
government. Recently the as the BNP government con-
ACC top brass have paid a trolled it as per the!r polmca]
courtesy call on Prime whims. Your commission was
Minister Sheikh Hasina. formed during the caretaker

A few days after that meet- rule. Do you think it would be
ing ACC Chairman HASAN able to function independ-
MASHHUD CHOWDHURY in  ently under the present politi-

an interview with The Daily calgovernment?
Star said under no circum- Mashhud: Inshallah, yes.

stances the anti-graft watch- ACC would make it a pm:nt
dog would hesitate to take that it is not associated with
action against anyone. either a group or a party or d
JULFIKAR ALI MANIK took profession and it performs its
the interview. tasks with a very clear and
Q. The Anti-Corruption transparent agenda that is
Commission (ACC) is respon- fighting corruption wherever
sible to fight corruption. Butit  itis.
is very difficult to do the task Q. What would you do if
alone. You had tremendous you were not allowed to work
support from the caretaker independently and without
government since combating interference from the govern-
graft was their prime agenda. ment?
How do you feel now that a Mashhud: This being a
political partyisin power? hypothetical question I may
Mashhud: Why not, we're not elaborate much on this;
still hopeful that we should be rather we should hope that
able to continue with fighting situation will not arise and we
corruption since all the politi- should be able to continue
cal parties, especially the one workingas bestaswe can.,
which is in power now, had Q. Last two years saw
made it very clear in their unprecedented anti-graft
election manifestos that drive against high-profile
fighting corruption willbeone corruption-suspects, espe-
of their major agendas. The cially politicians from both the
courtesy call on the prime major parties --Awami League
minister has also encouraged and BNP. Now AL is in power.
us and we hope we will have Many of its leaders including
no problems with the support the prime minister are
from the government for our accused In corruption cases
drive against corruption. filed by the commission. What
Q. Previous [political] would be the fate of these
governments had assured the cases?
nation of measures against Mashhud: I believe we
corruption, but none kept have mentioned it before that
their pledges. After meeting theonlythingthatcanhappen
new Prime Minister Sheikh to the casesis that the process
Hasina you told the press that of prosecution should be
the new government has allowed to continue and the
assured of extending all coop- ultimate purpose of fair ver-
eration in fighting corruption. dict should not be hampered
Do you see the assurance byanybodyinanymanner.
signifies any difference this Q. We have seen in the past
time? that when a party comes to
Mashhud:Till nowIbelieve power they get rid of cases
we have gotall therightsignals against their leaders or minis-
from the government. Starting ters or lawmaker in many
with the manifesto as I men- ways. Do you think the same
tioned and subsequent devel- may happen this time? If so,
opments including forming of whatwould be yourstance?
the government or nomina- Mashhud: Getting nd ol

t?nn of the candidates and the ACC cases is rather differ-

For the first time Anti-

1en forming of the cabinet. ent..As far as I know only ACC
Rarer exceptrons *aparty {  ean withdraw "thie*cases filed
believe there is a qualitative Dby it. So in this case there will
change regarding the corrup- be a difference in the scenario
tion aspect of the persons, thatyoumentioned.The cases
those who would be in the were filed by ACC and not by
governance of the state. the government or any other

Q. Could you elaborate on  party, only ACC would decide
the assurance of cooperation whether the cases have to be
you'vegot? withdrawn or not. To tell you

Mashhud: No, we didn'tgo  at this stage we have no such
for any specific assurance. It plan.Asofnowthe ACChasno
wasageneral assurance which inclination, ithas no intention
1S I think quite all right at this of tampering with the prose-
stage. I think when specific cution of the cases. The cases
measures are needed, I am shouldbeallowedtocontinue.
confident we will be able to Q. We have a perception
talkitoutwiththe government that a huge amount of money
and we will always maintain had been laundered abroad
safe and a reliable channel of over the years. How would
communications at all levels. ACC prove the money laun-

Q. What did you ask from dering, and bring the fortune
the prime minister? back home?

Mashhud: No, we did not Mashhud: Now the first
go to ask anything. We wentto point is proving the case,
convey our regards and con- which is ACC's job and we are
gratulations on assumption of doingourbesttodosoinsome
office. But definitely as we cases as you have recently
went there some relevant noticed. We must agree that
matters came up regarding thisis altogether a new area of
ACC. To be specific we did operation for any agency in
discuss certain administrative  Bangladesh and there isalong
matters of ACC, which we way to go before either we
thought need immediate master the tricks or we show
attention of the government. results in terms of getting the
She was kind enough to note moneyback.
those and I'm sure the follow- [ would only say that in my
ups as such will take place in mind we have made some
time. Otherwise, generally we initial success and we will
discussed the methods and build up on that for the overall
the procedures of ACCand we satisfactory conclusion of
did clarify some of our points. these cases, which should
Overall it was not a so-called include getting the money
give-and-take session; it was back. But as I mentioned that
moreorless amatterofpaying part is not exactly within the
compliments to her. And as purview of ACC, Other agen-
you had mentioned before, cies are fully involved like the
getting an assurance that ACC  Bangladesh Bank, like the
will be supported by the gov- diplomatic channels and all
ernment in its future that. So our first job will be to
endeavours. prove that money laundering

Q. We always hear about hastaken place, '
manpower crisis, lack of logistics But I said again this being a
gnd expertise in fighting corrup-  sensitive matter only one case
tnon. Apart from these, what are  has been made public till now;
the other significant challenges, the others should wait primar-
and what kind of support is ily because foreign govern-
requiredfromthegovernmentto ments and agencies are
meet the challenges? involved and they should not

Mashhud: Well, first of the be embarrassed by premature
major challenges we have disclosures and secondly
indicated is political will. The because no opportunities
government must retain the should be given to the sus-
will to fight corruption. But pects to disperse or dispose of
that is not in either of the thecashandthe property they
categories as you have men- haveaccumnulated abroad.
tioned, this is neither logistics Q. Itis a tradition here to go
nor money nor manpower, after corruption of the previ-
this is something much more ous government. But we have
valuable, much more impor- no instance to take steps
tant than these. Once thisisin against corruption of the
place, the political will, other administration of a party in
things will automatically power. Do you think we will
follow. So, our job at this stage  see any change this time in
Isto expectand encourage the thisregard?
government ta sustain the Mashhud: If we remain
political will, which it has so steady in pursuing our goal
farshown, then there should be no diffi-

Q. ACCwas formed follow- culty in prosecuting people,
Ing dissolution of the contro- those who are involved with
versial Bureau of Anti- the present government, The
Corruption during BNP-led matter of prosecuting individ-

“-—n“—__

uals from the past govern-
ments would continue as part
of our duty but then under no
circumstances inshallah ACC
would hesitate to take action
[in case of corruption] against
any persons who would be in
the presentadministration.

Q. IfACC gets any informa-
tion of corruption of present
ministers, lawmakers or any
bureaucrats serving in the
administration, how far the
commission would be able to
go after this?

Mashhud: As I said again,
nothing should stop ACC,
nothing. We are af the stage no
way to be constrained to
pursue any case against any-
body, whether itis of this party
or that party or this profession
or that profession. I know
people would be watching
very closely as to who would
be targeted by ACC in near
future. I can assure you, we

Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury

will not make any change in
our standard regarding who
should be investigated or who
should be prosecuted. Only
corruption will be the criteria.

Q. What would be your
strategies of work in the
changed situation?

Mashhud: Basically, I think
the strategy should be that we
should not go on a collision
course with any agency
including the government. We
should rather be patient and
try to make the other parties
see the reasons, the logic of
certain corruption. This is
because by doing so every-
body gains except the corrupt
people. The government gains
in terms afitsimage, misuse of
government resources are
minimised, common people
are not harassed and
Bangladesh as a country gets
rid of the stigma of being the
most corrupt country in the
world.

Q.Wedid not see any major
steps regarding corruption
allegations against bureau-
crats and policemen, but still
the ordinary people have been
suffering from petty corrup-
tion in the police force and
administration. How ACC can
make a meaningful change in
thisregard?

Mashhud: As I keep on
saying unfortunately a very
large number of cases which
were initiated against govern-
ment officials did not get the
attention of the common
people as everybody includ-
ing the media was interested
in the high-profile cases. To
repeat I may say that more
1,200 cases have been filed by
ACC of which more than 700
are related to such petty cor-
ruption that you mentioned,
and this involves the whole of
Bangladesh not only Dhaka.
So there is nothing to stop us
from following this method of
dealing with corruption at all
levels. ButI believe it would be
better to prevent corruption,
the petty corruption, because
prosecuting all of them will be
simplyimpossible. So both the
aspects of prosecution and
prevention should be aimed at
regarding corruption at the
lowerlevels asyou indicate,

Q. Does ACC own up the
corruption-suspect lists,
which surprisingly include
some people with good repu-
tation along with many others,
who have scores of graft alle-
gations against them? Do you
think a few names were
included by some quarters of

the caretaker government
with some purpose? Why ACC
did not take any steps till now
to clear those names, except-
ing for a few politicians?

Mashhud: The list of the
names that were provided by
the security agencies, by the
intelligence agencies were an
initial help for ACC. But under
no circumstances ACC got
down the business of making
list of people. As information
was already available several
names were provided to ACC.
Therefore, either to include or
to exclude aname is not ACC's
job. ACC should confine its
activities in inquiry and inves-
tigation. And if the merit of the
case deserves to be prose-
cuted then it should be taken
to the court.

Q. We saw earlier ACC
worked efficiently on allega-
tions, pressed chargesheets
but the cases stumbled onto
the court eventually. How do
you plan to overcome this
hurdle? Do you have any plan
to get judiciary's support to
ensure that corrupts cannot
use courts to delay or derail
ACC?

Mashhud:Ithink, basically,
we must face the reality and
admit that the present judicial
system does grant certain
relief to any accused and if
they obtain thode relief
through legal process then we
should not have any com-
plaint about that. We do feel
disappointed, we do feel
frustrated that the procedure
IS lengthy and in many cases
we could not obtain the ver-
dicts in time but then we are
also confident that we will
pursue these cases aslongas it
takes.

| think we should not say
thatwe would get the judiciary
support because that is a
wrong way of expecting assis-
tance or backup. The judiciary
should be able to function
independently as it is sup-
posed to and we should be
able to prove our cases, our
point and till now we are trying
to do that despite, as | said,
some frustrations, some
setbacks. We have no option
but to pursue the legal courts
asitexistin the country.

Q. You're leading a crusade
against corruption.. We can
understand how much pres-
sure from influentials you
people have to endure. Do you
think the hate campaigns
against you [the Trust Bank
allegation] might derail ACC
from its focus? How do you
planto come outclean?

Mashhud: Basically, if you
say that it is a hate campaign
then it should not bother us at
all ortheyshould notbotherme,
But then it would be fair and it
would be necessary to clear my
name even if it is a mala fide
complaintasACChad indicated
before the matter was that part
ofthe governmentand lately the
government had indicated ACC
itself should find out the means
to deal with the matter which is
being done now at this stage. To
elaborate further the two com-
missioners of ACC have kindly
agreed to look into the whole
matter, indicate and recom-
mend measures if there is a
need to do so. So very soon the
matter should come to a con-
clusion.

Q. Many think ACC drive
against institutional graft was
premature and not well
planned. They feel ACC is just
not equipped yet to get into
that battle. What's your view?

Mashhud: Basically,  don't
think that we cannot deal with
them if not follow them at a
time, so there is the point. I
think the nature of the inci-
dents or corruption is not very
complicated. It is either mis-
use of power or getting illegal
benefits, etc, especially, when
the government agencies are
concerned. The only point is
how many cases you can
initiate, how much resources
you can employ against all
these agencies. We are, as a
matter of fact, in stages we
have dealt with the Roads and
Highways Department and

most of them have gone to the

Truth Commission and tried

to get themselves absolved of
the crimes they have commit-
ted. We will be looking into
other agencies that you have
indicated. We have the plan to
go for this institutional cor-
ruption, slowlybut steadily.

In the mean time we should
be able to enhance both our
manpower and the methods
so that we can handle these
matters efficiently.

Q. Politicians never got
punished for their corruption
as yet. Either political clout,
loopholes in the laws or presi-
dential mercy saved them. Do
you think ACC can make that
happen by following up a case
till the end?

Mashhud: This commis-
sion is breaking fresh grounds
and not following the old
precedence blindly. I believe
ACC should be satisfied as
long as it can prosecute an
accused till the final stage that
IS the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court, ACC should
not be the agency to deter-
mine or demand what punish -
ment should be meted out to
the accused if he or she is
proved guilty. Again it is the
privilege of the president to
grant clemency in his own
wisdom if he wants to. So that
IS an area the agency should
not have any intention to get
Into.

Q. No substantial progress
was seen in corruption allega-
tions against several high-
profile graft-suspects. The
probe into alleged corruption
by Arafat Rahman Koko also
gained pace after the Siemens
scandal and Singapore probe
came to light. What actually
held back ACC?

Mashhud: The cases
against all such high-profile
personalities will be pursued
with full vigour and may be
right now all the things are not
visible but we are quietly and
surely working both at home
and abroad to prove the cases
of corruption against many
high-profile personalities. You
indicate that ACC was held
back by somebody or some
reason, I told you the only

reason would be the sensitive- |
ness of the cases. We should T

not do anything in a prema-
ture manner, where either the
case gets compromised or the
accused gets the benefit
before the case goes to the
court.

Q. Where do you think that
ACC has failed so far to make
any headway? What goal have
you set for yourself during this
assignment?

Mashhud: Yes, we should
be very clear in what we have
failed. We have failed in seeing
the end of the cases; the cases
iIn the court could not be
settled at a final stage.
Because, the existing system
would notpermit us todosoin
a hurry. Where else we have
failed most probably is the
capacity building of ACC has
not progressed as smoothly as
we had intended. Inshallah by
now things are getting under
control. We have started the
process of firing or rather
inducting new officials as you
must have noticed. And by the
middle of this year we should
be able to set ourselves up
properly including the auto-
mation to move with full
speed. The other aspects of
weakness could be the exper-
tise in terms of forensic
finance and obtaining legal
assistance from abroad. Again
these measures are being
looked into and we hope to
have the resources at our
disposal in the near future in
thisregards.

What bothers me most at
this time is that the number of
cases in which we gotverdict is
only 10 percent of the cases
filed. If we had initiated 100
cases, we got verdictonlyin 10
cases in the last two years. So,
we have to have a better mech-
anism to improve the number
ofcases disposed atleast at the
trial court level. And that is a
time consuming process.
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