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Mimodrama

Play: Jadur Pradip
Troupe: Swapnadal
Venue: National
Theatre Hall, BSA
Date: February 4
Time: 7pm

tar

ITS

Streetwise Art

Exhibition

Venue: Bay's Galleria,
57, Gulshan Avenue
Date: December 2008-
February 2009

Time: 11am-6pm

A musical conversation

“Praaner Khela” at Bengal Shilpalay

Anup Barua (centre) sings to the audience at Bengal Shilpalay.
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As part of its ongoing endeavour to
promote traditional Bangla songs,
Bengal Foundation held a musical
soiree at its Shilpalay (gallery) in
Dhanmondi last Thursday evening.
I'his instalmentof “Pranner Khela, -

" & monthly pfegramme -, whs SQGn-'

sored by Eastern Bank Ltd.

Aditi Mohsin and Anup Barua
were the featured artistes.

The gallery was packed. Audience
included music enthusiasts -- young,
all sitting
on the floor, to accommodate a maxi-
mum number of people.
was essentially 'baithaki.’

middle aged and elderly --

The setting
The inter-
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action between the artistes and the
audience was direct and the perfor-
mances were more like musical con-
versations.

Aditi Mohsin, a virtuoso Rabindra
Sangeet singer, was the first to per-
form. After a somewhat uninspiring
start -- with renditions of “Bohey

eshey fethaye meshey,” Aditi's perfor-
mance picked up with “Biraho
madhur holo aaji.” Perhaps, it was the
warmth of tea that the artiste’'s sus-
ceptible voice needed -- joked an
elderlymember of the audience.
True or not, from that point on the
audience was fully engaged as the
artiste cast her melodic spell. Adit

and-~"Ratn
shakhi nibhritey jataney”
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songs. Talking about “Ogo amar chiro
achena pardeshi,” the artiste men-
tioned Victoria Ocampo who accord-
Ing to many was amuse to Tagore. The
artiste however, inadvertently per-
haps, referred to Ocampo as an “Eng-
lish” elite. Ocampo was an Argentine
intellectual.

*Aditi's next rendition “Bhalobeshey
confirmed
that Tagore's lyrics rise beyond the
territories of genres and themes.
Though labelled as a 'kirtan,' the song
could just as well be a universal ode to
love. Lines marking genres fade as
devotion to the divinity is manifested in
affection for one's beloved -- that is the

USPofthe bard sverses.
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Solo Recitation
Recltor: Zahinil Haque

ashaye ashaye thaki” (from the play
"Mayar Khela”) denoted the bitter-
sweet anticipation of love. “Bo(n)dhu
kon alo laglo chokhey” (from the play
“Chitrangada”) became an immacu-
late imagery of one hit by Cupid's
arrow, oritcould justbe the coming of
ageofasoul,

After Aditi it was Anup Barua's
turn. An accomplished Nazrul
Sangeel artiste and classical music
teacher, Anup started with a rendi-
tion of “"Anjali laho more.”
Unfortunately, the 'tabla’ was seem-
ingly having trouble accommodat-
ing the singer. Despite that, the
artiste managed to wow the audi-
ence with his outstanding vocal
abilities, improvisation of ‘alaap’
and flawless execution of even the
smallestdetails.
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As part of its initiative to introduce an alternative space for theatre for the masses,

Prachyanat staged “Kathopokothon,” a short play, at Gallery Nittya Upohar, Aziz

Cooperative Supermarket, Shahbagh recently. In cooperation with the Nittya Upohar

proprietors, Prachyanat will stage plays at this venue once a month from now on.
“Kathopokothon” is written and directed by Rinkon Shikder,

Anup reminisced on the late cul-

L emnsctonveel - Apgelina Jolie is off Lara Croft:

Waheedul Haque and dedicated his 1

=
rendition of the Nazrul song “Shunyo Tomb nalder

e bukey pakhi mor” to his memory.
Next was another Nazrul Sangeet in Angelina Jolie is not fit to be Lara Croft anymore.
It'soverand done with.

the 'bhatiyali’ form, “Amar sampan
According to E!, Warner Bros. has con-

jaatrinaloy.”

Anup’s repertoire also included a firmed plans to reboot its successful "Lara
range of semi-classical songs -- his Croft: Tomb Raider” franchise. Just not with
forte. The artiste sang "Amakey ashtey Angelina.
boley” and “Kaar torey nishi jago Rai” According to the Hollywood Reporter, the
(which sounded curiously like the third film will completely revise the sexy,
well-recognised Wajed Ali Shah video-game-based Croft and will probably
‘thumri,' “Babul mora”). change her origin (no more English aristoc-

The artiste then moved on to oldies racy blood) and introduce exciting missions,
and 'adhunik’ Bangla songs with “kader positions, love interests and bad guys.
kuler bou” An ardent fan of Niaz [t's jUS[ way too L"Iirl}" (4] Sigl'] a star, the
Mohammad Cht:wdhufy: Anup  also producers say, until they've cast d wnterand ' §
performed “Aaj ei brishtir kanna” (made director.

Oh yeah, i1t's unheard of to sign on a star

famous by Chowdhury in the '80s).
Other songs included an SD Burman before the writers or director. Who are they
Kidding?

classic “Bommey gandhey chhandey _

geetitey” and an Ajoy Chakraborty song But SO far, you know whq -- Megan Fox -- is

"Madhulagan boyejaye.” theundisputed blog-world picktosucceed Jolie.
Don't feel bad for Jolie. She's probably

The concert ended with a rendi- :
tion of a'Raaga Mishra Paharai' based goingtoadoptanotherkid this year anyway.
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