Two die after
taking
spurious
liquor

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Sirajganj

Two people died here yester-
day following intake of spuri-
ous liquor, gnlice and hospital
sources said.

The dead were identified as
Arzun Chandraw, 45, and Dilip
Chandraw, 48, of Mahmudpur
Colony in the town, they said.

The two drank spurious
liquor Tuesday night. After a
little while they fell illand were
taken  to Sirniganjl Sadar
Hospital in a critical condi-
tion. While undergoing treat-
ment, they died yesterday
morning.

Later, police recovered the
bodies and sent those to hos-
pital morgue for autopsy.

House of Teknaf
anti-graft body
chief attacked

5 beaten, valuables
looted

A CORRESPONDENT, Cox's
Bazar

A gang of criminals attacked the
house of Teknaf Upazila
Corruption Resistance
Committee President Zahed
Hossain at Shah Parir Dwip
Uttarparaunder Sabrang union.

The gang looted valuables
worth Tk 3 lakh and beat up
Zahed's daughter Rehena
Parveen and four others,
leaving them injured.

Zahed Hossain, also a
retired primary school
teacher, alleged that a gang of
15 to 20 criminals came 1n an
open jeep, entered his house
and looted valuables, includ-
ing gold ornaments and a
cellphone set.

He said the gang members
also beat up his daughter
Rehena, her friend Baby
Akhter and three others as
they tried to resist them.

When contacted, officer-
in-charge (OC) of Teknaf
Police Station said police
arrested two of the criminals,
Nurul Alam and Mohammad
Shafi, and seized the jeep that
was used by the criminals.

Zahed filed two separate

cases with the police station |
shipencerned agamst!l4speople,

the OC said
Locals said the criminals

Zahed's house as he voted for

an AL rebel candidate in the |

recently held upazila election.

Tiger kills man
in Sundarbans

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Satkhira

ARoyal Bengal tigerkilledaman in
Khukumari area of the
Sundarbans yesterday, police said.

The victim is Khokon Sana,
35, son of Abdul Bari Sana of
village Kashimari in
Shyamnagar upazila. Khokon

went to the Sundarbans to |

collect reeds (goalpata) on
January 27. While collecting
leaves in Khukumari area, a
tiger swooped on him and
dragged him into deep forest.
Later, locals recovered the
body from deep forest.
When contacted,

Shyamnagar Police Station |

officer-in-charge Abdur
Razzak confirmed the incident.
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Bogra

About 3.46 lakh sacks of Triple
Super Phosphate (TSP) an_dl
Murate of Potash (MoP) ferti-

liser kept in Bangladesh

Agricultural Development
Corporation (BADC) godown
in Bogra cannot be distributed
to the dealers due to lack of
allocation from the Ministry of
Agriculture,

Private importers are creat-
ing pressure on the ministry
officials not to allocate BADC
authorities to supply fertiliser
from the godown, said several
BADC officials.

The dealers would get the
government subsidy money
when the fertiliser imported
by private importers reaches
the dealers, said a high official

of BADC.

Agriculture ministry
Deputy Secretary Mosharral
Hossain who deals with ferti-
liser marketing, told The Daily
Star correspondent over tele-
phone that following a fax
message sent by Bogra Deputy
Commissioner (DC)
Humayun Kabir on Tuesday,
high officials in the agriculture
ministry have been informed
about the matter of undistrib-
uted fertiliser in gopdown.

BADC Chairman Abdur
Razzak told this correspon-
dent over cell phone that the
allocation necessary from the
ministry to distribute
imported high quality TSP and
MoP fertiliser to the dealers
was given only once last year
against the demand for July to
November. After that no allo-

P

cationwas made,
Joint Director (fertilizer)

Md Abdullah Kafi said the |

6,000 metric ton capacity
government godown at
Santhahar, from where sup-
plied to Bogra, Joypurhat and
Naogaon districts, had a stock
of 3,46,209 sacks of TSP and
MoP till yesterday.

Fertiliser from Santhahar
godown Is supplied to Bogra,
Joypurhat and Naogaon dis-
tricts, he said.

Fertiliser from the godown
is also sent to different areas in
the northern region if there is
requirement, Abdullah Kafi
said.

However, fertiliser could
not be supplied after
November as no allocation
was available.

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangpur

Booksellers in eight northern
districts yesterday observed
strike protesting realisation of
additional charges on text-
books by the publishers.

During the day-long strike
in Rangpur, Kurigram,
Lalmonirhat, Nilphamari,
Gaibandha, Panchagarh,
Takurgaon and Dinajpur
districts, bookstall owners
kept their shops closed.

Theyalleged that the publishers
charge additonal money when

| they go to them to procure text-
hacked by a local Awami |

League leader swooped on the |

books and force them to take note-

booksalongwiththe textbooks.

Acute crisis of textbooks
prevailing in the region since
beginning of the new aca-
demic session iIs hampering
study of the students from
class sixto nine.

In Panchagarh, booksellers
also closed their shops pro-
testing 'artificial’ crisis of
textbooks in the current aca-
demic session, reports
Thakurgaon correspondent

They brought outa procession
in Panchagarh town and submit-

ted e’ memorartdan’ 10 ‘dépuity

commissioner to take initiatve to
supply textbooks of different
classesatthesecondarylevel.

Booksellers in 8 N dists
observe strike

Allege realisation of extra charges on
textbooks by publishers

Abul Kalam Azad, president
of Panchagarh unit of
Bangladesh Book Publishers
and Sellers Association, said
booksellers are to buy text-
books from publishers at
higher rates, although the
district administration asked
them notto sell books athigher
rates. “In this situation, we are
unabletosellbooks,” he said.

Azad also said publishers
have failed to supply adequate
number of books to the stu-
dentsin time. He alleged thata
sectibn ‘of “publishers ‘have
created the 'artificial’ crisis of
textbooks through syndica-
tion to make windfall profit

PHOTO: STAR

Bangladesh Booksellers and Publishers Association brings out a procession in Panchagarh town

| yesterday protesting creation of artificial crisis of textbooks by a syndicate.
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3.5 lakh sacks of
fertiliser stacked
in Bogra godown

Officials allegedly hold back allocation
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PHOTO STAR

Students of Patuakhali Polytechnic Institute stage sit-in on the premises of deputy commissioner's office before submitting a memo-
randum to him demanding steps for publication of their examination results yesterday.

Publish result
soon, demand
Polytech
students

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patukahali

Over two hundreds of stu-
dents of Patuakhali
Polytechnic Institute yes-
terday staged a sit-in in
front of the deputy com-
missioner's (DC) office and
submitted a memorandum
to the DC demanding pub-
lication of the result of their
examination of 2007-2008
session.

The students stayed in
front of the DC office for an
hour from 11:00am and
submitted a memorandum

to the DC urging to take |,

necessary steps to publish
their results.

Bangladesh Technical
Education Board recently
published the examination
results of the session but
results of 25 students of
Patuakhali Polytechnic are
yet to published, said the
memo.

If the authorities fail to
publish results of the 25 stu-
dents soon, their taking part
in the next semester exami-
nation, which will be held in
February, will become uncer-
tain, itadded.

During the protest
programme, the students
strongly crticised corrup-
tion and irregularities by a
section of offcials and
staff of Bnagladesh
Technical Education
Board.

When contacted, Nurul
[slam, principal of the institu-
tion, said he sent a teacher to
the Board office to find a way
to solve the problem.
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Delay drying up 38,000
stacks of compost

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

About 38,000 stacks of compost
made under '100-day work'
programme for unemployed
people in seven upazilas of
Patuakhali district are drying
under the sun as farmers can-
not use the natural fertiliser in
their agriculture fields due to
interference by local UP chair-
men and members.

Of the 37,543 stacks of
compost made under the
programme in October and
November, 11,475 are in
Galachipa, 10,638 in Baufal,
7956 in Dumki, 7323 in Sadar,
79 in Kalapara, 35 in Mirzaga)

and 32 in Dashmina upazila.
Farmers are interested to
use the compost in the agri-
culture field but local union
parishad chairmen and mem-
bers are notallowing them.
“We are forbidding local
farmers to use the stacks of
compost as local authorities will
audititin the field ,” said Golam
Mostafa, chairman of Muradia
UP under Dumki upazila.
Sadar Upazila Nirbahi
Officer Khaorshed Alam said,
“We have already asked the UP
chairmen to distribute the
compost among local farmers
so that they can use it in their
fields to grow more food.”

PHOTO STAR
Left unused for weeks, drying up compost becoming useless at
Badarpur in Patuakhali Sadar upazila.

RU TEACHERS, STUDENTS DEMAND
Appoint VC, proctor, key
officials immediately

RU CORRESPONDENT

Teachers, students, officials and
employees of Rajshahi
University (RU) yesterday
demanded immediate appoint-
ment of a full-fledged vice-
chancellor, registrar, proctor,
student adviser and key admin-
istrative officials for running the
university smoothly.

They said the academic
acuvities of the university are
being hampered due to absence
ofafull-fledged vice-chancellor,
registrar, proctor and key
administrative officials.

Teachers and general

I ¥

students have expressed their
concern over resignation of
proctor, nine assistant proc-
tors and student adviser.

Proctor Prof Enamul Haque
along with nine assistant proc-
tors--Asiara Khatun, Abdul
Haque, Mahbubul Islam,
Muhammad Ali, Ariful Hassan,
Ariful islam, Azizur Rahman,
AbdulWahab and Ashraful Hag-
- resigned on January 26 in the
wake of demand by several
students bodies for their alleged
linkto JCD and Shibir.

Student Adviser Faridul
Islam Pintu resigned yester-

day. Pinto in his letter said, “ |

want to go abroad to do PhD.
Solam quitting the job,”

Many teachers said the
university authorities will be
held responsible if any unto-
ward situation is created on
the campus in the absence of
proctor and studentadviser.

Mahmudur Rahman, a
teacher of the university, said
we now feel insecure on the
campus following resignation
of proctor, assistant proctors
and student adviser.

He also urged the government
to appoint a full-fledged vice-
chancellor, proctor and studemnt
adviserasearlyaspossible.

v

Notorious pira

held with gang men

Gunfight leaves 4 cops hurt in
Sundarbans, arms recovered

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
KHUINA

Police arrested five pirates of the
Sundarbans after an hour-long
gunfight with them at Katamari
area under Sharankhola upazila
of Bagerhat district yesterday
moming.

The arrestees are Jihad,
Omar Faruque, Moti Shikder,
Ripon and Abdul Barek.

Police recovered two foreign
made double barrel guns, .22
borerifles, five single barrel guns,

250 bullets, four torchlights and
fourlarge size daggers.

Sub-Inspector Abu Bakar
along with 12 armed policemen
rushed to Katamari area of the
Sundarbans while Jihad Ali, chief
of notorious Jihad Bahini, was
holding a secret meeting.Four
policemen received bullet inju-
ries during the clash.

Police said Jihad was wanted
in over 40 criminal cases.

Extra security forces have
been sent to Sundarbans to
rescue 60 kidnapped fishermen.

te ]ihadl Forged land

deeds seized,
one held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Rab yesterday arrested an elderly
man and seized manyforgedland
deeds from his house at East
Mollahparain Pabaupazia.
Moslem Ali Mandol,60, con-
fessed to Rab his involvement in
the misdeed for many years. He
even said he can make forged
land deeds from oniginal deeds of
British and Pakistani periods.
The seized documents
include blank deeds of British,
Pakistan and contemporary
periods, old court fee stamps,
old affidavit stamps, chemi-
cals, ink, erasingequipment.
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