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New seat order
unsettles JS

" Opposition loses 13 seats in front two rows; PM sees no
logic behind BNP walkout; meeting with speaker today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

In protest at the rearranged seating
arrangements, the BNP-led opposition
lawmakers yesterday walked out of par-
liament shortly after the House returned
from a two-day recess.

They also accused Speaker Abdul
Hamid of partisanship.

“It's not the ruling party, it's the
speaker who has allotted us only four
front-row seats. We are anxious about the
future of parliament under him,” BNP
leader MK Anwar told reporters after the
walkout.

“We are disappointed with the way he
conducted himselftoday. Even though we

walkout,” she said, urging the opposition
to return to parliament and contribute to
makingitvibrant.

About redistribution of seats, the
prime minister said the present opposi-
tion has been given more than what the
one in the last parliament got.

Jamiruddin Sircar, who was elected
speaker in the previous parliament from
BNP, gave the opposition lawmakers nine
seats in the frontrow and 12 in the next.

His decision on the seating arrange-
ments ignoring the treasury bench pro-
posals annoyed the AL-led ruling alliance
as many of their senior lawmakers and
even ministers did not get seats in the
frontand second rows.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

tolerate us.

“In the circumstances, it will be tough
for us to play a constructive role in parlia-
ment.”

After talks between chief whips of the
treasury and opposition failed to resolve
the row over seat plans Tuesday, the
speaker made some changes to the
arrangements laid out by his predecessor
Jamiruddin Sircar.

He gave the opposition lawmakers
eight seats in the first two rows on the left
ofhis chair, down from 21.

Taking the floor to reply to queries
from lawmakers, Prime Minister and
Leader of the House Sheikh Hasina
termed the walkout 'unfortunate’.

“l don't get the logic behind their
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MRP alive again

Govt rushes with Tk 350cr project as int'l deadline ticks

HASAN JAHID TUSHER and
M ABUL KALAM AZAD

The government has moved to expedite the
introduction of machine-readable pass-
ports (MRP) as an international deadline
foritsimplementation ends April nextyear.

In a bid to implement a Tk 350 crore
project for MRP and machine-readable
visas (MRV) within this year, the govern-
ment already finalised almost all necessary

procedures to appoint a consultant firm.
An international tender will also be floated

soon to start the implementation of the pro-
ject, said officials at the home ministry.

The home ministry needs Tk 7 crore to
appoint the consultant firm HJP Consulting.
Based in Paderborm, Germany, HJP is an
international firm of consultants specialised
in planning and testing of smartcard solu-
tons with a particular emphasis on e-
passport and the health sector.

The home ministry yesterday held a
meeting with the Department of
Immigration and Passport and other offi-
cials concerned at the ministry to review all
aspects of the project.
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EC will not
entertain
anymore UZ
complaints

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission
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Modern education

policy soon

Policy to be based on Qudrat-e-Khuda
Commission report, says minister

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Machine-readable passports must follow the standards set by the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ). ICAO specifies standards regarding pass-
portsjze, photograph size, arrangement of biographic data fields, and two lines
of text as letters, numbers and chevrons (<<<) at the bottom of the data page,
along with the passport holder’s picture. Machine-readable passports contain
data [machine-readable zone shown inred circle] that can be scanned automat-
ically by aspecial device.

3-tier security
for Biswa
[jtema

KAILASH SARKAR

A three-tier security system
including helicopter patrol
and close-circuit television

(EC) said yesterday it will not
entertain any more com-
plaints concerning the elec-
tion to upazila parishads, and
complainants have to lodge
cases with the election tribu-
nals in districts.

The EC announcement
came as BNP, and many
defeated contenders in the
upazila polls continued to
come up with complaints of
massive irregularities in the
January22 polls.

Talking to reporters at his
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The government will formulate the National Education Policy
within three to four months based on the Qudrat-e-Khuda
Education Commissionreportof1974.

Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid said this at a meeting
with 30 renowned academicians at the secretariat yesterday;

He said the entire education system from primary to tertiary
levelwould be re-designed accordingto the education policy.

“There is no need to form a new education commission.
Considening recommendations from the academicians, we have
decided to prepare a National Education Policy based on the Qudrat-
e-Khuda Commission's report, " the education ministersaid.

He hoped that government will able to complete the educa-
tion policy by three to four months adding the policy will guide
us to free the country from illiteracy.

(CCTV) monitoring has been
setup in and around the Biswa
[jtema venue at Tongi. The
three-day congregation will
start tomorrow.

Around 11,000 security
personnel from the Police,
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab),
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR),
Armed Police Battalion
(APBn), Ansar and several
hundred members of various
intelligence agencies will be
deployed for the second larg-
est Muslim congregation.
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Special JS
body formed

to check
ordinances

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The parliament yesterday
constituted a 15-member
special committee to scruti-
nise ordinances to be tabled as
bills and make recommenda-
tion on those till the formation
of standing committees on
different ministries.
Meanwhile, the Business
Advisory Committee (Bac) ata
meeting decided that the
inaugural session would

continue till February 26.
The legislature sits today at

4.45 pm and will have a 20-
hours discussion on thanks-
giving motion on the presi-
dent's speech.

On behalf of the Leader of
the House Sheikh Hasina,
Chief Whip Abdus Shahid
proposed the formation of the
special committee and it was
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PM declares war
on terror

Tells House that patrons, financiers to be tracked
down; asks for steps to form regional taskforce

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
yesterday said her govern-
ment would not hesitate to
take the stringent measures to
curb militancy in the country.

"I have already directed all
ministries and the authorities
concerned to find out the
militants’ patrons, financers
and sources of illegal arms and
ammunitions to root out
militancy,” Hasina, also the
leader of the House, said in her
first question-answer session
in the ninth parliament.

It was the previous Awami
League government that
introduced the prime minis-
ter's question-answer session
in the seventh parliament

amending the rules of proce-
dure.

Terming militancy a major
problem in the country, the
premier said she has already
asked the authorities con-
cerned to take necessary steps
to form 'South Asian Ant-

terrorism Taskforce' in line
with her party's election mani-
festo for curbing cross-border
terrorism.

It will help track down
militants and bring them to
justice. It will also strengthen
cooperation between the
police forces and courts of the
South Asian nations.

The lawmakers of the
ruling AL-led alliance wel-
comed the premier's replies
thumping desks amid boycott
by the BNP-led opposition
lawmakers who walked out of
the House before the proceed-
ings began.

Replying to a query from a
lawmaker, the prime minister
said she would not hesitate to
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PM calls for
constructive

student politics

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
yesterday said she is not in
favour of banning the student
politics in the country’'s edu-
cational institutions but she
said students' approach
should be positive and con-

structive.
“I myself was involved in

the student politics. I find
nothing wrong with the stu-
dent politics. But their (stu-
dents') approach should be
positive and constructive,”
Hasina told Foreign Secretary
of Germany Reinhard
Silberberg when he called on
her at the Prime Minister's

Office.
Press Secretary to the

Prime Minister Abul Kalam
Azad briefed this to the news-
men after the meeting.

Press secretary Azad said

the prime minister stressed
the need for motivating the
student community to involve
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Telecoms watchdog
made all too mighty

Ordinance passed skirting ministry's
opposition, existing laws

SHARIER KHAN and MD HASAN

The caretaker government on December 22
approved an ordinance amending the Telecom
Act, 2001 bypassing the telecoms ministry and
in contradiction with existing laws, making
BTRC extraordinarily powerful.

The approval appears surprising as earlier
that month the finance ministry rejected
BTRC's proposal to amend the Act to make it

more powerful and financiallyindependent.
The finance ministry observed that many of

the proposals violate the constitution.
The ordinance gives Bangladesh

Telecommunication Regulatory Commission
(BTRC) authority to call law enforces for any
reason and any time to arrest persons violating
the Act without warrant. It also says in dealing
with telecoms related crimes, the punishment
outlined in the ordinance will overrule any

otherlaws ofthe land.
One of the major parts of the amended ordi-

nance styled "Amended Telecom Act-2008" is
that the telecom watchdog will have full control

of inquiry and investigation of any violation and
at the same time no court can execute trial with-

outreport from BTRC investigators.
It empowers the BTRC chairman is to

appoint any of commission officials as an
investigation officer to investigate related
offences.

As per the amended ordinance (Section-18,
clause-18), BTRC can recruit manpower and fix
up theirsalary as pertheir wish without notifying
the government concerned bodies concerned.

Besides, it dictates a maximum financial
penalty of Tk 500 crore instead of earlier Tk 10

lakh for violation of any section of the Act.
Telecoms ministry sources say in the all

inter-ministerial meetings the ministry offi-
cials stood against the BTRC proposals. But the
commission had it approved apparently by
convincing the Ministry of Law and other

authorities concerned, theyadd.
Finance ministry insiders say the new judi-

cial power of BTRC officials enacted in the
ordinance was beyond their knowledge. In the
SEE PAGE 7 COL 1
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