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US not your enemy

Obama tells Muslim world

AFP, Washingion
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PROMOTION, POSTING, CONTRACT

Administration cringes
at lobbying

The lobbyists are seen maintaining

[G-prisons
transfterred

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Inspector General-Prisons
Brig Gen Zakir Hassan was
transferred yesterday, home
ministry sources said.

"I've heard about the trans-
fer, but haven't received any
letter in this regard, " Zakir said

US President Barack Obama Monday told the
Muslim world that "Americans are not your
enemy” and renewed his pledge to travel to
make an address In the capital of a major

when contacted.

State Minister for Home
Tanjim Ahmed Sahel last night
told The Daily Star, "He [Bng
Zakir] was in the poston depu-
tation. He has been called
back to the army on expiry ol
his tenure.”

Zakir Hassan was
appointed the IG-prisons on
October 20, 2005.

New govt will
ensure fair
probe into
Kibria killing
Hopes Asma Kibria

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Asma Kibria, wife of slain
former finance minister Shah
AMS Kibria, yesterday hoped
that the Awami League-led
government would carry outa
fair investigation into the
killingofher husband.

Asma expressed her hope
after placing wreaths at the
grave of the former finance
minister at Banani Graveyard

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

NATIONAL MOSQUE

Khatib stays
put

Govtwarns troublemakers
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

R—

The government has decided
not to tolerate further unto-
ward incidents at Baitul
Mukarram National Mosque
centring newly appointed

| aul: ' Boro season thatbeganinlate December. S
i}i}izdhﬂiﬂd”d AR To thatend, the :Eewly-elected Awami Leagug government on Amjm
A high-level meeting of the January 14 reduced the prices of non-urea fertilisers by almost | | Fajr 5-35 6-10
home ministry after thorough 50 percent giving asubsidy of aboutTk 2,700 crore. Zohr 1245 1-15
discussion on the matter The previous caretaker government set a.rule thfit the farr_n- Asr | 4-15 4-30
decided on Monday to go ' ers needed to collect cards frum the local Union Parishad chair- | {Maghrib 5-46 5-50
toughon troublemakers. An attendant serves a customer from a grocery shop - complete with a refrigerator and shelves -- set up illegally on a passage man and members to buy fertiliser. The rule was made to make | [Esha 7-15 | 745
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percent fair in giving promotion and | Muslim nation.

The government officials, including those
who were 'deprived of due promotion
and postings' during the BNP-led coali-
tion government are now lobbying franti-
cally at the secretariat for getting better
pu;imga and promotion in the adminis-

tration.
Some retired bureaucrats, who main-

tained close contacts with Awami League
(AL) president Sheikh Hasina and other
AL leaders in the last seven years, are also
in the frantic race of getting contractual
appointments, sources at the secretarat
said.

A group comprised of both servingand
retired officers, is involved in the overall
reshuffling process and is influencing the
administrative shake-up, according to the
sources.

liaison with some influential secretaries
at their offices, including at establish-
ment and food and disaster management
ministries, to achieve their targets.

The lobbying at the secretariat is
increasing gradually as the AL govern-
ment has started rearranging the admin-
Istration by giving promotions, postings
and making many officer on special duty
(OSD) in the last two weeks,

The administrative shake-ups are
being implemented without following
due process rather reshuffling 1s taking
place based on the political consideration
and on the plea that a number of officials
were deprived of due promotion and
postngs during the BNP regime, many
officers atthe secretariat alleged.

Establishment Secretary ASM Ali Kabir
said “It is not possible for us to be cent

postings as many officials were forced
into retirement and a large number of
them were made OSD by the previous
(BNP) government,” '

He said the new government waAted
to put an end to the deprivation in giving

promotion to officials. “We must give |

priority to the deprived officers first,” said
Kabir, claiming that he didn't see any
apprehension in the administration due
to the reshuffle.

But the AL governmentis following the
previous tradition making so far 23 offi-
cials OSD. More than a dozen officers
have been made secretaries, the highest
rank in bureaucracy, on the plea of their
deprivation during the four-party coali-
fnonregime.

In the latest move, the government

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Obama noted that he had lived in Indonesia
for several years while growing up, and said his
travels through Muslim nations had convinced
him that regardless of faith, people had certain
common hopes and dreams.,

"My job to the Muslim world is to communi-
cate that the Americans are not your enemy --
we sometimes make mistakes -- we have not
been perfect,” Obama said in an interview with
the Al-Arabiya satellite television network.

"But if you look at the track record ..
America was not born as a colonial power, and
that the same respect and partnership that
America had with the Muslim world as recently
as 20 or 30 years ago, there's no reason why we
can'trestore that.”

During the 2008 election campaign, Obama
vowed to improve US ties with the Muslim
world and said he would travel to a major
Islamic forum abroad to send that message.

"We're going to follow through on our com-
mitment for me to address the Muslim world
from a Muslim capital,” Obama said in the

interview with the Dubai-based channel.
“We are going to follow through on many of

my commitments to do a more effective job of
reaching out, listening as well as speaking to

the Muslim world," hesaid.
Obama did not give a time, or a venue for his

visitto amajor Muslim capital.
He was also asked about the highly personal

tone of recent al-Qaeda messages released
since he was elected president in November.
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Govt to engage 1,500
BADC dealers to

distribute fertiliser

PORIMOL PALMA

The government has decided in principle to incorporate around
1,500 seed dealers of Bangladesh Agriculture Development
Corporation (BADC) temporarily into the fertiliser distribution
system for ensuring uninterrupted supply of the agri-input
during the current boro season.

“We are examining the procedures because agriculture pro-
duction should not be hampered by any means, even if a ferti-
liser dealer fails to cooperate,” Agriculture Secretary Sheikh
Enayet Ullah told The Daily Star yesterday.

The move comes in line with the government's commitment
to bring down the prices of food commodities shortly by slash-
ing production cost and to achieve autarky in food.

Atpresent, over 5,000 authorised fertiliser dealers sell ferulisers

across the country through their agents or directly to the farmers.
The government has set the paddy production target at 1.8

crore metric tons on 46 lakh hectares of land during the current

Govt decides
to drop 'Janatar
Mancha' case

COURT CORRESPONDENT

The government has decided
to withdraw the Janatar
Mancha sedition case filed
against Awami League (Al)
lawmaker and former state
minister for planning
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir and
seven others filed in April
2002.

The home ministry yester-
day sent a letter asking the
Metropolitan Public
Prosecutor to begin the proce-
dures for withdrawal of e
case.
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Prayer Timing
January 28
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