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Film Screening

Creating scope for potential
filmmakers

s

Daylong seminar at the 2nd Int’l Children’s Film Festival

(From left) Morshedul Islam, Khushi Kabir and Fuad Chowdhury at the seminar. (Right) A young participant asking a question.

JAMIL MAHMUD
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As part of the ongoing 2nd International
Children's Film Festival '09, a daylong seminar was
held at the Seminar Room, Central Public Library,
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Through his paper, Chowdhury urged proper
authorities to create scopes for children interested
in filmmaking. He made several suggestions like
forming groups of enthusiastic children in differ-
ent parts of the country, arranging workshops for
them and to provide them with financial and

Shahbagh yesterday. In collaboration with the
daily Prothom Alo, the seminar was organised by
Children's Film Society Bangladesh (CFSB). The
seminar was held in four sessions addressing as
many topics highlighting scopes of and problems
faced by cluld filmmakers in Bangladesh, Noted
film afd. medl.a personalities attended, the semi-
nar.

Film teacher and media personality Fuad
Chowdhury, theatre personality Shamsul Alam
Bakul, filmmakers Masihuddin Shaker and Badal
Rahman presented the keynote papers at the
seminar.

Starting early in the morning, the first session
addressed "Problems and Prospects of Children's
Filmmaking in Bangladesh." Fuad Chowdhury
presented the keynote paper.

technical assistance.

Human rights activist Khushi Kabir presided
over the session, while filmmaker and festival
director Morshedul Islam was the moderator.

The second session of the seminar was titled
"Use of Media for Children: Role of TV Channels.”
Shamsul Alam Bakul presented the keynote paper
at the session. Bakul pointed out the role of TV
channels in featuring children's programmes. In
this regard he mentioned that children’s
programmes like "Natun Kun” and "Moner Kotha"
made significant impact on youngsters over the
years.

The session was presided over by noted media
personality Faridur Reza Sagar. Muhammad
Jahangir was the moderator of the session.

The third session highlighted "Influence of Film
and Media on Children.” Filmmaker Masihuddin
Shaker presented the keynote paper. Geeti Ara
Nasreen was the moderator and Shaheen Anam
presided over the session.

Noted filmmaker Badal Rahman presented the
fourth and final keynote paper titled "Responsibil-
ity of the State and the Society to Enrich Children
Through Cinema.” The fourth session was pre-
sided over by Syed Bazle Hossain. ActonAid coun-
try director Farah Kabir was the moderator of the
session, - S

After each session, children as s well as attendmg
guardians participated in discussions.

Responding to a question from one of the chil-
dren at the programme, Morshedul Islam
informed that Children's Film Society Bangladesh
is soon going to arrange a ten-day workshop on
filmmaking for children. The workshop will be
held gradually in several districts. Morshedul
Islam added that CFSB would also provide finan-
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“Slumdog Millionaire,” the
awards season's feel-good
favourite, picked up serious
momentum Sunday night as it
won SAG's top award for
ensemble cast.

Though a longshot at the
start of the awards season, Fox
Searchlight's rags-to-riches
tale won the Producers Guild
of America's top feature award
Saturday night, scored 10
Oscar noms on Thursday and
won the Golden Globe for
drama two weeks ago.

"I just hope that I don't
wake up tomorrow and some-
one says 'Hey you were
dreaming,' the film's Freida
Pinto said backstage.

The awards ceremonies at
the Shrine Auditorium pro-
vided a respite from the guild's
brutal internal battles over a
strike authorisation. Screen
Actors Guild president Alan
Rosenberg, who was met with
polite, but sparse, applause,
side-stepped any mention of
the pitched internal battle
over the guild's feature-
primetime contract in his
address midway through the
two-hour ceremony.

Meryl Sueep of "Doubt”
and Sean Penn of "Milk" took
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the lead actor honours.

The longest and loudest
applause of the night came for
Heath Ledger, the first posthu-
mous SAG award winner for
his supporting role in "The
Dark Knight." His victory
came a little more than a year
after he died from an acciden-
tal overdose. Co-star Gary
Oldman accepted on Ledger's
behalf.

"It is a great honour to be
asked to accept this award on
behalf of Heath Ledger," he
said. "He was an extraordinary
young man and an extraordi-
narytalent.”

Kate Winslet won the sup-
porting actress prize for "The
Reader.” She's Oscar-
nommed for the same role,
butinthelead category.

On the TV side, "Mad Men"
was named best drama show,
prompting star Jon Hamm to
thank the show's "dozen of
viewers." And NBC's "30
Rock™ swept the comedy
categories, winning for series
and forleadsTina Feyand Alec
Baldwin. Baldwin and Sally
Field, who won for ABC's
"Brothers and Sisters,” were

among those who had been a
target of a boycott for coming

Slumdog wins SAG’s top award
Streep takes trophy for “Doubt,” Penn for “Milk” L

out against the strike authori.
zation.

Hugh Laurie took home the
drama actor award for his role
on Fox's "House.”

HBO's "John Adams® alsg
swept its categories, winning
for miniseries and actress and
actor Laura Linney and Paul
Giamatti.

James Earl Jones received
the guild’'s lifetime-
achievement award. Jones
quoted the Book of Genesis on
how God breathed life into
man and said, "I don'tmeanto
embarrass anybody by com-
paring the actor to God, but
once we've taken the role, we
have a similar responsibility to
breathe life into that role, and
only the actorcando that.”

In awards announced prior
to the show, "The Dark
Knight" won SAG's honour for
best movie stunt ensemble
while "Heroes" took the same
prize for television.

“No Country for Old Men"*
won the SAG and the Oscars
last year but the double's been
achieved in only six out of the
last 13 years.
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“Slumdog Millionaire" actors Irrfan Khan, Dev Patel, Freida Pinto and Anil Kapoor accept
the film-cast prize.

cial assistance to potential child filmmakers.
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