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Lanka name
same side

P11, Colombo

Sri Lanka on Monday
announced a 15-member
squad for the first three ODIs
against India, the same bunch
that beat Pakistan 2-1 in the
recentcricket series.

The selection committee
thatmethere decided to retain
the same 15 players with
Mahela Jayawardene as the
skipper for the first three ODIs
against India, the first of which
is scheduled on Wednesday at
Dambulla.

The selectors also put
Malinga Bandara, Chamara
Silva, Mahela Udawatte and
Chanaka Welagedara on
stand by.

SQUAD

Mahela Jaywardene (captain),
Kumar Sangakkara (vice cap-
tain), Sanath Jayasuriya, Upul
Tharanga, Chamara
Kapugedera, Jehan Mubarak,
Tillakaratne Dilshan, Thilina
Kandamby, Muttiah
Muralidaran, Ajantha Mendis,
Farveez Maharoof, Dilhara
Fernando, Nuwan Kulasekera,
Thilina Thushara and Angelo
Mathews.

Stand by: Malinga Bandara,
Chamara Silva, Mahela
Udawatte and Chanaka
Welagedara.

Bravo may miss
England Tests

AFP, Bridgetown

Dwayne Bravo is likely to
make his first appearance for
West Indies following ankle
surgery only in the five one-
day Internationals against
England.

Clyde Butts, chairman of the
West Indies selection panel,
disclosed that all-rounder
Bravo, a key member of the
Caribbean side since his inter-
national debut four years ago, is
still recovering from an opera-
tion on his left ankle and will
miss the preceding fourTests.

"I spoke to Dwayne last
week,” Butts said. "He's started
to train about now, and is hop-
ing to be ready about the middle
partofthe England tour.

“He wants to start playing
club cricket before he starts
playing for Trinidad and
Tobago, so he can be fit and
ready. Probably, we might see
himin the ODIs."

Bravo, aged 25, has been
out of cricket since surgery on
a chronic ankle problem last
November.

The procedure meant he
missed the Stanford Super
Series last October and
November, the West Indies
domestic limited-overs com-
petition in Guyana last
November, the West Indies'
recent ODIs against Pakistan
in Abu Dhabi, and the subse-
quenttour of New Zealand.

His last match for West
Indies was the fifth and final
ODI against Australia on July6.

In 31 Tests, Bravo has
scored 1,833 runs at an aver-
age of 32.73 with two hun-
dreds and captured 70 wickets
at39.58 each.

Asif's claim

PT1, Islamabad

Suspended fast bowler
Mohammad Asif on Monday
claimed that the Indian
Premier League (IPL) Drugs
Tribunal has accepted his
argument that the banned
substance found in his urine
sample was due to the herbal
eye drops he had used.

"The IPL drug tribunal has
accepted my argument that it
were the eye drops which I
used that contained
nandrolone,” Asif said on his
return from Mumbai after his
[PLhearing.

The hearing into the dop-
ing charges against him was
adjourned on Saturday to a
later date and he said he would
becleared.

“I am quite hopeful that I
will be cleared. It's up to the
tribunal now, but my doctors
and lawyers have strongly
pleaded the case,” Asifsaid.

The tribunal, which
included former India captain
Sunil Gavaskar, lawyer Shirish
Gupte and Dr. Ravi Bapat,
heard the Pakistan paceman's
case for more than four hours
on Saturday before deciding to
meetagain.

Asif, who has denied any
wrongdoing at the hearing,
was granted a release from his
IPL contract with the
Daredevils last Monday, and
he said he requested for it as
he wanted to devote tome to
play for Pakistan.

“I just want to focus on
playing for Pakistan and that
was the only reason I quit my
IPL contract,” Asifsaid.

Asif was embroiled in
another drug controversy last
year, being detained in the
United Arab Emirates for 19
daysin June after 0.24 grams of
opium were found in his
walletat Dubai Airport.
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Master India batsman Sachin Tendulkar steps into a Colombo hotel yesterday. India arrived in Sri
Lanka to play five one-day internationals and a Twenty20 international.

Kt Y0 Cricket

AFP, Karachi
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Pakistan cricket authorities have asked captain
Shoaib Malik and coach Intikhab Alam for a
detailed report on their team's loss against Sri
Lanka in the recent one-day series, an official
said Monday.

Pakistan suffered their heaviest one-day
defeat when they went down by 234 runs
against Sri Lanka in the third day-nightinterna-
tional at Lahore on Saturday, handing the
visitors a 2-1 win in the three-match series.

The home team won the first match by eight
wickets in Karachi before losing the second by
129 runs, also in Karachi.

Pakistan Cricket Board chairman ljaz Butt
confirmed that he had demanded a detailed
reportonthe reasons for the defeat.

"I have instructed coach Intikhab Alam and
manager Yawar Saeed to give a detailed report
on the defeatin the next few days so thatwe can
find out whathappened,” Butttold reporters in
Lahore.

“The board wants to know what has to be

done to rectify the situation and set things
right,” headded.

PCB's soul-searching

A Senate standing committee on sports has
also summoned Alam, Malik and chief selector
Abdul Qadir for a hearing in Islamabad on
February9.

Butt, who became chairman last October,
said the defeat was surprising.

“I am also surprised at the way our batsmen
played but I can't make any further comment
until receiving a detailed report. We can't tolerate
such poorperformmances fromanyone, ' said Butt.

"There is no excuse to be bowled out for just
75," Butt said of Pakistan's collapse in the third
match -- theirlowest one-day totalathome.

Senate committee member Enver Beg also
expressed disappointment.

"The whole nation loves cricket and they are
disappointed, so there should be an inquiry
and we must find out the reasons for defeat,”
said Beg.

"I take full responsibility of the defeat,” said
coach Alam. "The manner in which we suc-
cumbed in batting in the last two matches
needs scrutiny and we must look into the mat-
terand solveit,” he told AFP.

"It can't get worse than this so we will
recover with the besteffort.”

Pakistan will play two home Tests against Sri
Lanka next month before travelling to
Bangladesh for five one-day matches in March.
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new England vice captain,
repaired the early setback with
a stand of 96 for the second
wicket before Willett removed
them both in the final half-
hour before lunch.

Bell was caught and bowled
for 36, and in Willett's next
over, Cook was bowled to leave
the visitors on 118 for three at
lunch.

Pietersen and Shah held
centre stage after the interval,
when they added 154 for the
fourth wicket to add beef to
England’s innings.

But Pietersen fell just
before tea when he charged at
a delivery from Willett outside
his off-stump, missed, and
was stumped.

Flintoff joined Shah, but

failed to take advantage of a
let-off and before he was
caught at deep mid-on off
Steve Liburd's uncomplicated
spin for 11 as England reached
302 forfiveattea.

But the big all-rounder will
take no further part in the
match, after he picked up a
left-side strain bowling in the
nets. Stuart Broad will take his
place for the remainder of the
game.

In the final session, Matt
Prior failed to ease worries
about his batting when he fell
for 16, and Adil Rashid made
six before Harmison entered
and scored all but six of his
runs in boundaries before he
was dismissed in the final over
of the day.

England also has a three-

Kevin leaves everything

day tour match against West
Indies-A, starting on Thursday
at the same venue, before
travelling to the Jamaica capi-
tal of Kingston for the first Test
which opens on February4.

BRIEF SCORES

England XI: 424 for eight
(Owais Shah 125 not out, Kevin
Pietersen 103, Steve Harmison
58, Alastair Cook 52, Ian Bell 36;
Akito Willett 24-3-118-5) v St
Kitts and Nevis XI.

Niaz slips
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drew with IM Akshayraj Kore
of India, Monir beat Joydeep
Sharma of India, Javed lost
against IM R.R. Laxman of
India and Ali lost against IM
Himanshu Sharma of India.
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permission and took two
wickets for 19 runs as Biman
won against City Club by 16
runs.

Biman made 115 forseven in
20 overs thanks to a45-ball 60 by
veteran Sanwar Hossain and
thenrestricted City for 99-6.

At the same venue, Rajesh
smashed an unbeaten 60-ball
66 that contained eight
boundaries as Pegasus scored
105 for 5 in reply to Partex's
104 for seven to secure a five
wicket victory.

BRIEFSCORES

DOHS: 124-8 in 20 overs
(Newaz 28, Riyad 36, extras 10;
Sunny 2-23)

ABAHANI: 125-6 in 19.4 overs
(Nasir 37, Nadif 24, extras 10;
Abul 2-27, Mehrab 3-15).

Result: Abahani won by four

wickets.

MOHAMMEDAN: 154-9 in 20
overs (Shamsur 39, Nasir 30,
Shuvo 22, Farhad 21, extras 14;
Taposh 3-23, Sharifullah 2-32).
VICTORIA: 120 all out in 194
overs (Sharifullah 31,
Salahuddin 44, extras 8; Tareq
2-18, Dollar 2-19, Murad 3-30).
Result: Mohammedan won by
34 runs.

BIMAN: 115-7 in 20 overs
(Sanwar 60, Tushar 25, extras
3: Golam Hossain 2-23,
Serajullah3-17).

CITY: 99-6 in 20 overs (Rabiul
44, Serajullah 25, extras 8;
Shahadat2-10, Razzak 2-19).
Result: Bimanwon by 16 runs.
GAZI: 169-8 in 20 overs (Kayes
47, Nafis 20, Ashraful 32,
Mukter 28 not out, extras 10;
Shafiul 2-16, Mahbub 2-23,
Sabbir2-37).

Ash's all-round show

SURJO TORUN: 115 all out in
19.3 overs (Zunaed 28, Sabbir
28, Shafiul 25 not out ,extras 9;
Kamrul 2-19, Mukter 2-29,
Ashraful 3-21).

Result: Gazi Tank won by 54
runs.

BKSP: 123 all out in 20 overs
(Atiqur 37, Zabid 28, extras 5;
Bishwanath 3-23).

CCS: 125-4 in 19.1 overs
(Shuvagoto 20, Nazmul 30,
Ripon 30 not out, extras 4;
Niyamul 2-22).

Result: CCS won by six wick-
ets.

PARTEX: 104-7 in 20 overs
(Wasiur 20, Ariful 27, extras 6;
Raju2-20).

PEGASUS: 105-51n 18,1 overs
(Rajesh 66, Bashar 27, extras 2;
Faruque 2-10).

Result: Young Pegasus won by
five wickets.
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BSJA condoles
death

SPORTS REPORTER

Kohinoor Rahman, mother of
BSJA vice-president and
special correspondent of
Dainik Janakantha Arifur
Rahman Babu, died of old age
complications at her village
home in Manikganj Sunday
night.She was 72,

She was buried at the fam-
ily graveyard in Garpara vil-
lage following a namaz-e-
janaza at the Imam Barl
Mosque after Zohr prayers
yesterday,

President, general secre-
tary and the members of
Bangladesh Sports Journalists
Association (BSJA) have con-
doled the death of Kohinoor
Rahman and prayed for the
salvation of the departed soul.

Afghans back
on track

AFP, Buenos Aires

Afghanistan recovered from
their firstday defeat to Uganda
to beat Hong Kong by 13 runs
on Sunday and get their World
Cricket League Division Three
campaign backon track.

The win also kept their
hopes of reaching April's 2011
World Cup qualifier alive,

Hong Kong, who beat hosts
Argentina on Saturday, were
reduced to 90-8 at one stage as
they chased a 202-run victory
target but came close to an
unlikely win with a ninth-
wicket stand of 62 and 36 for
the final wicket.

"There were plenty of
nerves, butlwas veryconfident
in my team and it was a good
win for us as it kept alive our
hopes in the tournament," said
Afghanistan coach Kabir Khan.

Afghanistan openers Karim
Khan (36) and Shafiqullah
Shafaq (24) put on 72, but
when both fell within the
space of three balls, Hong
Kong managed to get back
into the game.

Some excellent spin bowling
from Nadeem Ahmed (2-23) and
Najeeb Ahmed (2-35) helped
contain the middle order
although Mohammad Nabi (40)
and Norooz Mangal (35) made
crucial contributions.

Samiullah Shenwari, who
made a half-century against
Uganda, hit 25 off 39 balls to
help Afghanistan to 201 all out
0ff49.5 overs.

None of Hong Kong's top
eight batsmen got beyond 20
but some late-order hitting
from Moner Ahmed, who
scored 49 off 38 balls, includ-
ing three consecutive sixes off
Mohammad Nabi, threatened
adramatic finish.

Number eleven Nadeem
Ahmed then scored 27 off 18
balls, only to be dismissed by
Nabi when a top-edged hook
was caught on the boundary
by Mawais Naziri.

"In the end it was a good
effort, especially from Moner,
as he looked like he was des-
perate to win the game and it
could have gone either way,"
said Hong Kong skipper
Tabarak Dar. .

Papua New Guinea made it
two wins in two with a 21-run
victory against Argentina.
Uganda, who enjoyed a com-
fortable nine-wicket over
Cayman Islands, also have two
wins.

South African
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Adelaide Oval yesterday:
AUSTRALIA

Marsh ¢ M Morkel b Steyn 13
Warnerc M Morkelb Ntini 1
Ponting c McKenzie b Ntini 63
M Hussey |lbw b Botha 28
D Hussey c Gibbs b AMorke! 24
Haddin c Kallis b Botha 3
White cdeVilliersbSteyn 30
Hopes cMcKenzieb Steyn 42
Johnsonc M Morkelb Ntini 0
Hilfenhaus c de Villiersb MMorkel 5
Taitnotout 4
Extras: (Ib-2, w-5,nb-2) 9
Total: (Alloutin48 overs) 222
Fall of wickets: 1-9, 2-17, 3-
110, 4-114, 5-128, 6-151, 7-
188,8-189,9-216

Bowler O M R W
Steyn 105 Sl TR =T
Ntini LOSe] o A et
A Morkel Ol R LT |
M Morkel  JROET | (Rl | 1
Botha 10% 07 28
Duminy S PTRal RS T |
SOUTH AFRICA

Amlanotout 80
Gibbs cMHussey b Hilfenhaus 38
Kallis c Marsh b Hopes 13
DeVilliers not out 82
Extras: (Ib-5, w-5) 10

Total: (For 2wkisin 38.1overs) 223
Fall of wickets: 1-58,2-79
Did not bat: Duminy,

McKenzie, A Morkel, M
Morkel, Botha, Steyn, Ntini

Bowler B AN R W
Tait g )Ry
Hilfenhaus 8 0 49 1
Johnson 100 0.6 0
Hopes 1 Sy ey el
D Hussey 4 50 29t

Result: South Africa won by 8
wickets.
Man-of-the-match: AB de
Villiers.

Toss: Australia.

Umpires: lan Gould and Daryl

Harper.

iﬁ] Cricket

AFP, Dambulla

Ace Sri Lankan spinner Muttiah Muralidaran is
poised to complete a record bowling double
during the one-day serles against India starting
onWednesday.

The off-spinner is just three wickets short of
surpassing former Pakistani paceman Wasim
Akram's world record of 502 one-day scalps,
having grabbed 500 in 324 matches so far.

Muralidaran, already the world's leading
bowler inTests with 769 wickets in 125 matches,
will become only the second player after Indian
batsman Sachin Tendulkar to hold two major
cricketing records.

Tendulkar is the top run-getter in both Tests
(12,429) and one-day internationals (16,422).

Muralidaran will once again be the focus
during the five-match series against India as Sri
Lanka pin their hopes on him to avenge their 3-
2 defeat against Mahendra Dhoni's men at
home last August.

The off-spinner appeared in good form in a
recent series in Pakistan, taking six wickets in
three matches which Sri Lanka 2-1.

The spinner said he was focused more on
winning matches for his team than the world
record.

“The milestones are not that important for
me. Winning as a team is far more important. If
these milestones come along, I am happy,”
Muralidaransaid in arecentinterview.

India will have to deal with a pair of quality
spinners as Ajantha Mendis has formed a formi-
dable combination with Muralidaran since mak-
ing his one-daydebutin the West Indies last year.

Unorthodox spinner Mendis played a major
role in his team’'s 2-1 Test series victory over
India at home last year when he claimed 26
wickets -- the highest by a debutant in a three-

@he Baily Star

History awaits Murali

match series.

India opener Gautam Gambhir, one of the
few batsmen to keep Mendis at bay in the Test
serles, said the team were better prepared this
time to counter the Sri Lankan.

“We did not know what was coming out of
his hand and how much variations he had,”
said Gambhir.

“But when you play constantly against the
same bowler, tackling him becomes easier. This
time, we will start on an even platfiorm againsi
him."”

Mendis recently became the fastest to com-
plete 50 wickets in one-dayers, achieving the
featin only 19 matches. He has also claimed 19
wickets in sixone-dayers against India.

Sri Lankan captain Mahela Jayawardene was
happy his team's faltering batting line-up came
good in Pakistan where they posted 309-5in the
deciding match in Lahore on Saturday.

“The batting has started to click again and
this is a good sign before we take on India,” said
Jayawardene.

India's batting will be boosted by the return
of Virender Sehwag and Tendulkar, who both
missed the last one-day series in Sri Lanka due
to injuries.

The tourists also hold an edge in pace bowl-
ing with Ishant Sharma and Zaheer Khan in
impressive form. The duo were instrumental in
India’s recent home Test series wins against
Australia and England.

“India is shaping well in both forms of the
game,” said Jayawardene. "We beat them in the
Tests, but lost the one-day series. Hopefully, we
will turn things around this time.

The Sri Lankan captain is himself searching
for form with 28 being his top score in the last 12
one-dayers.

The series was finalised to partly fill the gap
created by India’s cancelled tour of Pakistan in
January-February following the Mumbai
attacks in November.
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all morning and just felt
weak, " she said.

“It's very disappointing for
me that [ played thatwelland |
couldn't handle a litde bit
more because it was really
close games -- could have
beenup 2-0inthesecond.”

Williams was sympathelic.

"I feel so bad, she was
playing so well,” she said. "She
can't risk it so I hope she did
the right thing. Obviously she
was playing really well and she
has so many Australian Opens
aheadofher.”

Williams now plays eighth
seed Svetlana Kuznetsova, with
the Russian also benefiting from
a retirement when China's
Zheng Jie pulled out with a wrist
injury whilelosing4-1.

"I feel sorry for her because
shewasingreatshape, shewas
playing good. This pain I hope
is not very dangerous,” she
said of Zheng, who enjoyed
her strongest run yet at the
season-opening Grand Slam.

Looking ahead to Williams,

she added: "It's definitely
goingto be hard.

"But I'm confident in
myself, and I just want to play
my best and will go there with
motivation, just fight with
spirithopefully.”

Fellow Russian Elena
Dementieva set up a
quarterfinal against unseeded
Spaniard Carla Suarez
Navarro.

Dementieva is on a 14-
match winning streak this
year, with titles in Auckland
and Sydney along the way, and
has hardly been troubled,
blasting past Slovak 18th seed
Dominika Cibulkova 6-2, 6-2.

Her next opponent, Suarez
Navarro, reached her first
Australian Open quarterfinals
with a businesslike 6-3, 6-2
win over 21st seed Anabel
Medina Garrigues.

Nadal, who is yet to drop a
set, dominated 2007 finalist
Gonzalez 6-3, 6-2, 6-4, with
the Wimbledon and French
Open champion yet to be
challenged here after easy

Murray's dream over

wins in all his matches.

"I'm playing well and
happy with how'm playing so
far but you never know
whether it is going to be
enough,” hesaid.

It was a different scenario
for Murray. The Scottish pre-
tournament favourite hasn't
been feeling well but refused
to make excuses.

“If I say that I'm sick and it
affected me, | know it's going
to be like, "Well, he's making
excuses forlosing’," he said.

"I don't feel that was the
reason why I lost. I definitely
did have my chances; and he
played toowell.”

Simon went through on a
retirement as fellow
Frenchman Gael Monfils
pulled out with a wrist injury
whenlosing 6-4, 2-6, 6-1.

[t was not the way Simon
wanted to beat his friend and
he must now regroup with
Nadal waiting in the last eight.

"You never want to win like
this,” he said.
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national forward, who scored

three minuteslater.

This time, Alfaz chased a
long through by Omari and
side-footed the ball past an
outrushing Zia for a clinical
finish just inside from the
penalty box.

Monwar should have made
it 3-1 two minutes into the
second half but the Russel
midfielder blasted his chance
over the bar from six yards
after Alfaz had picked him up
unmarked with a superb back
pass.

Omari then got the better
of Oranges captain Shuvra but

Brothers began to take over.
Shakil fluffed a chance in
the 53rd minute when the
midfielder failed to keep his
volley under the bar from 20
yards while Ghanaian striker
Henry Quaye's powerful drive
from similar range was
palmed away by Azam for a

Russel hope dented

Russel defended doggedly
but Brothers won another
corner a minute later to get
back in the game. This time,
Zahid rose above the Russel
backline to meet Liton's right-
side corner and put a drop-
header into the near post for
his fifth goal in the compet-
tion.

Wasim Igbal's men kept
the pressure and Zahid almost
snatched a winner four min-
utes from time but his drop-
volley was gripped by an alert
Azam.

Yellow cards: Reda, Omari
(Russel) and Ariful (Brothers)

failed to keep his effort on TEAMS _
target four minutes later as RUSSEL: Azam, Aminul,
Sohel, Zahirul, Hassan,

Mobarak (Morshed),
Moujahid, Reda, Monwar
(Rajan), Omari and Alfaz.
BRD T HRRYN = 2 1L3%
Akramuzzman Liton, Shuvra,
Ariful, Mishu, Zahid, Aurup
(Rikto), Liton, Shakil, Henry
and Nicodemus.

Symonds sent
to rehab again

PTI, Melbourne

Embattled Australian all-
rounder Andrew Symonds
will be sent to rehab for a
second time in five months
and not be considered for the
Test tour to South Africa after
his radio diatribe against
Brendon McCullum.

Symonds's drinking woes
and penchant for getting
himself in trouble has CA
power-brokers at breaking
point, but they also have
serious concerns about his
state of mind, the 'Herald
sun' reported.

During a rambling and
alcohol-fuelled radio out-
burst on Friday, Symonds
called New Zealand batsman
McCullum a "lump of ...."
after New South Wales
signed him for the final of the
domestic Twenty20 competi-

corner in the 65th minute. Referee: Abdul Hannan. ton.
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ACROSS 41 Initial 2 Ellipse 25 Literary |12
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