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Tigers flee to jungle

as troops advance

Many civilians killed in Lanka clashes: UN

AFP, AP, Colombo

Sri Lankan government troops yesterday
pushed into the last pockets of jungle stll
held by the Tamil Tigers after capruring
the rebels’ last urban stronghold and
military headquarters.

Soldiers overran Mullaittivu, a north-
eastern coastal town held by the Tigers for
a decade, on Sunday -- three weeks after
taking Kilinochchi, where the rebels had
theirown courts, police force and a bank.

Army chief Lieutenant General Sarath
Fonseka said the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) now controlled just a
"small strip” of land in the northeast and
were completely cornered.

*"We have cleared 95 percent of the
work (to defeat the Tigers)," Fonseka said,
as the island’s government expressed

confidence it would soon win one of

Asia's longest-running civil wars after a
massive military offensive.

"The end of terrorism is near and we
will definitely win, " Fonseka said.

Helicopter gunships attacked Tiger
positions outside Mullaittivu after troops
had taken control of the town, the defence
ministry said inits latest update.

T'here has been no comment from the
rebels, and the battlefield claims cannot be
verihed as independent journalists are
barred trom travelling to the conflict zone.

The United Nations said Monday that

"“many” civilians have been killed in
recent fighting in Sri Lanka's civil war and
said the situation for thousands of dis-
placed people trapped in the northern
conflictzone had become a crisis.

With the war zone shrinking and a
huge population of civilians in the area,
the situation has grown desperate in
recentdays, UN resident coordinator Neil
Buhne told The Associated Press on
Monday.

"There have been many civilians killed
over the last two days,"” he said. "It's really
acrisisnow.”

Buhne said that until recently both
sides have worked hard to avoid civilian

casualues.

Israel vows to back soldiers
accused of war crimes

AP, Jerusalem

Special legal teams will defend Israeli
soldiers against potential war crimes
charges stemming from civilian deaths in
the Gaza Strip, the prime minister said
Sunday, promising the country would
fully back those who fought in the
three-week offensive.

The move reflected growing con-
cerns by Israel that officers could be
subject to international prosecution,
despite the army'’s claims that Hamas
militants caused the civilian casualties
by staging attacks from residential
areas.

"The state of Israel will fully back
those who acted on its behalf,” Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert said. "The sol-
diers and commanders who were sent
on missions in Gaza must know that
they are safe from various tribunals.”

Speaking at the weekly Cabinet
meeting, Olmert said Israel’'s justice
minister would lead a team of senior
officials to coordinate the legal defence
of anyone involved in the offensive.

"That decision 1s not going to pre-
vent all these organisations and coun-
tries to pursue their efforts through
legal means,” Palestinian Foreign
Minister Riad Malki said at talks with
European Union foreign ministers in
Brussels. "So there 1S no Immunity even
If the decision was taken by the Israeli
government.’

Malki is a member of moderate
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas'
government, whose authority extends
only to the West Bank after rival Hamas
violently took over Gazain 2007.

Israel launched 1ts 22-day offensive
o try to halt Hamas rocket fire on
southern Israel. The assault killed 1,285
Palestinians, more than half of them
civilians, the Palestinian Centre for
Human Rights counted. Thirteen Israelis,
including three civilians, were also killed.

At talks Sunday in Cairo aimed at
solidifying the truce, Hamas official
Ayman laha said the Islamic group
offered a one-year truce to Israel, includ-
Ing the reopening of border crossings to
allow wital supplies into Gaza. He said

Israel offered an 18-month truce, which
Hamas rejected. Israeli officials refused to
comment.

A low-level delegation from Abbas'
West Bank government was also in Cairo
for talks, but was not expected to meet
with Hamas.

The European Union, Egypt, Jordan,
and Turkey appealed to Hamas and the
Palestinian Authority to form a unity
government.

[srael and Hamas are bitter enemies
and do not talk to each other, relying
Instead on Egyptian mediation.

In addition to the civilian death toll,
[srael has faced international criticism for
Its use ol white phosphorous, and for
shelling attacks that struck United
Nations schools and installations that
were serving as shelters

Although the use of phosphorous |
weapons to light up the night or to create |

smoke screens masking troops is permit-
ted by international law, Amnesty

International has accused Israel of com-
mitting a war crime by firing the muni- |

tionsindensely populated areas.

Ill—gotten wealth

Nepal bans

FROM PAGE 1
Jesmin Anwar found Babu

guity of amassing Tk 13.85
crore through illegal means and
concealing information of
wealth worth Tk 1.2 crore to
Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC).

Of the total ill-gotten wealth,
Babu accumulated wealth
worth over Tk 6,24,61,292 ille-
gally and amassed Tk
7,60,31,000 beyond his real
source of income. He had also
concealed wealth information
0ofTk 1,27,94,453 tothe ACC.

Babu was also fined Tk 15 lakh
in default of which he-will have to
serve two and a half years' jail
term more. The court also
ordered the illegally amassed
wealth to be confiscated.

He was jailed for three years

and fined Tk five lakh for hiding
wealth information and
another 10 years with a fine of
Tk 10 lakh for amassing illegal
wealth. The punishment would
run consecutively.

The ACC served a notice
upon Babu to submit his
wealth statement on October
18, 2007, but he sent a letter by
postfrom Malaysia instead

The court earlier recorded
statements of 21 prosecution
witnesses, including com-
plainant ofthe case.

An advertisement was
also published asking Babu
to surrender before the court
to face trial, but he did not
comply with the court order.

Earlier, the court had also
iIssued an arrest warrant
against Babu and ordered to

attach his properties.

The court handed down the
sentence in his absence and his
punishment would take effect
from the day he is arrested o1
surrenders to the court.

ACC Assistant Director
Farid Ahmed Patwary, also
the investigation officer (10)
of the case, submitted the
charge sheet before the Chiel
Metropolitan Magistrate's
Court of Dhaka, showing 39
people as prosecution wit-
nesses November 2 last year.

ACC Deputy Director
Sharmin Ferdousy filed the
case against Babu with Ramna
Police Station on April 29 lasi
year. Special Public Prosecutor
Syed Mizanur Rahman repre-
sented the state before the
court

dowry
system

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal's Maoist Prime Minister
Prachanda on Sunday banned
the dowry system and
criminalised
discrimination in a bid to win
public support for his faltering
government.

In a thirty-minute national
televised address, the prime
minister expressed dissatis-
faction over his government's
performance and called on all
parties to forge a new political
understanding.
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Bicycle bomb
kills 5 in
northwest
Pakistan

AP, Dera Ismail Khan

A bomb rigged to a bicycle
exploded in a northwest
Pakistani city yesterday, killing
at least five people and
wounding 20 others in the
latest attack to rattle the vola-
tile region, police said.

The explosion occurred on
a major road in Dera Ismail
Khan, and most of the victims
were either walking by the
parked bicyle or travelling in
nearby vehicles, area police
chiefSaeed Ullah said.

Dera Ismail Khan lies in a
region that neighbours the
Waziristan tribal areas, where
Taliban and al-Qaeda mili-
tants have strong sway and
where the US frequently
strikes with missiles from
the border in

Alghanistan

PHOTO: AFP
Members of the non-governmental organization Oxfam protest outside the venue of the High Level
Conference on World Food Security in Madrid yesterday. Representatives from 95 countries are
taking part in this two-day meeting hosted in Madrid and co-sponsored by the UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and Spain.

dCIoss

Chevron

Career with Chevron Bangladesh

RTTEDT W

Chevron Bangladesh is currently looking for a smart, energetic and skilled personnel
for the position of Geophysicist stationed in Dhaka.

GEOPHYSICIST
Major responsibilities

* Interpret seismic data to identify leads and prospects;

* Provide quantitative assessment of subsurface resource distributions and risk factors;

* Help evaluate the economic viability of exploration and development opportunities:

* Plan seismic acquisition and processing projects;

* Assist in preparation of budgets, contracts schedules and plans;

* Accomplish tasks in a team environment in collaboration with company and external specialists;
* Familiarity with G&G software and use of workstations:

*  Strong Geologic and Geophysical knowledge;

* Promote incident-free operations.

caste-based |

Requirements

* An MS or PhD degree in Geology, Geophysics or Physics

* 1-10 years of relevant experience

* Proficiency in MS office

* Good oral and written communication skills, both in English & Bangla

Applications are invited either online at www.bdjobs.com/chevron or to the following address on or
before February 9, 2009. Only short-listed applicants will be called for assessment(s).

Human Resources Department
Chevron Bangladesh
"Bay's Galleria"

57 Guishan Avenue
Gulshan-1, Dhaka-1212

www.chevron.com

S ONY: like.no.other™

Sony Color Television

MRANGS.

[ Grand Display at Pavilion-10, DITF '09 }

Mini DV HANIWC/AIM.

Products e D
I | Sony CTV 1000 Cl_.]bEl"-Sth
HiFi 1000 .
| 'm " Home Theatre 1000 ! |
| Sony Handycam 1000 -
Home Theatre Sony Cybershot 1000
Sony DVD Player 500
=
Sony Multimedia Projector 5000
- Multimedia Projector
o — . " < Sony RCRICFD Walkman 300 o mﬁw i
MHC-GZR8D DAV-DZ570K DAV-DZ870K Sony Car Audio 500 Q

R ANGS. | Sales & Service Center

Sonarlori Tower : 9663556, Rifles Square : :
g i g l*.-'.r:,jc,hai | :3;?;?5.81?;3;3;03; n?;}fﬁit:-f;éz;amgate. 9139200, Karwan Bazar : 9139801, 9115342, Bashundhara City : 01716-747198, Crescent Center : 9555519, 9563433, Stadium-1; 9555594, Stadium-2
ke Carts RIS M, STt 9035;'343 Imrar:,},{ ‘ggizhéohammadpur:03?9201%038. Gulshan-1; 9883344, Gulshan-2 : 8811576, 9880516 Uttara - 8911971, Lalbag : 8629567, Luxmibazar: 7167548 Bashat;a'BZSZUw.
Gazipur : 9256925, Chowrasta Gazipur : 01715687171 Shaﬁﬁu; 0%725?5?;’?}( b93l.. Shguy':apara  01913-993576, Dholairpar : 7443236, Jinjira : 7772026, Savar : 7742831, Khilkhet Bazar : 8920404, Narayangon; : ?532?64 Norsh:’ﬁdi' 63{}86‘
51184, Maidea: 01818626075, Chtagong Wasa Com;:r i rans %mugngas art: 01915349394, Maowna: 01711187717, Mymensingh: 63602, Jamalpur: 01711787154, Kishoregonj: 55540, Sirajgonj: 01711242464, Comilla : 66567 Lékshamr
62164, Rajshahi - 774675, 775864, Khuina - 722605, 731698, Jessore - 67411 wulsggmtzad' /12819, Rifle Club, CTG: 611246, Bandarta, CTG: 741328, Feni: 61147, Cox Bazar. 51130, Chalk Bazar : 2553774, Khagrachari. 62429, Bandarban:
760663, Narail: 01711688457, Shatkhira: 62424 Maglura 6255?‘Ch Jémat onj- 01?13453- Jessore-2: 62485, Choumuhoni : 52007, Barishal - 64062, Bogra : 72444, 64904, Sythet : 710171, 711377, Faridpur; 66111 Hoh‘rgnr;ij' EZEBIQ Dou?otpur:
Acdaprn 25 01?11302007r15'hward} ‘*r'f,}; PaF | _.:abgonj. 1712095267, Natore: 62189, Naogaon: 01711208189, Nababbari: 51444, 64904, Saptapadi Market, Bogra: 01712271304, Lalmonirhz;t 61480 G b éh -51535r
, : JU/, Fabna: 51813, Brahmanbaria: 52799, 01717105838 Ramgonj: 01712268370, Chuadanga: 01712937833 Rangpur: 0521-62141, 01199380344, Dinajpur 510871' ;r:air:tpu?' 6?4??1

Insist on Officlal Warranty, It makes a difference!
*Warranty period may vary depending on the Sony product.

Register online at www.ra .0
wie{ﬁln 30 days of purmas':rg; g;? 6

months additional free service warranty




