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Jasim Polli Mela opens in Faridpur

REZAUL KARIM, Faridpur
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To commemorate the 106th
birth anniversary of 'Polli-
kobi' Jasimuddin a fortnight-
long fair -- 'Jasim Polli Mela' -

began yesterday at
Govindapur village in
Faridpur amidst much
enthusiasm. A lively cultural
programme was part of the
inaugural session.

Around two hundred stalls
have been set up at the pre-
mises of the poet's home by
the river Kumar,

Handicrafts, everyday
items used by the rural folk,
tools and other items used in
agricultural, literary works of
Jasimuddin and more are on
display at the fair.

Other attractions include
puppet show; circus; live
performance of 'jari’, 'shari’,
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~ Now hip-hop, too, is made in China

Yesterday more than half a billion people in China were
expected to watch the annual Chinese Lunar New Year gala.
Organised by the state-owned China Central Television, the
marathon event showcases the country's musical diversity
with an extensive line-up of Chinese pop stars performing hit
songs. But one genre audiences are unlikely to see is Chinese
hip-hop, despite its growing popularity among the country's
urban youth,

Over the last decade many students and working-class
Chinese have been writing rap as a form of self-expression.
Rougher and more rebellious than the well-scrubbed pop that
floods the airwaves in the country, this kind of hip-hop is not
sanctioned by broadcast media producers or state censors but
has managed to attract a grass-roots fan base.

“Hip-hop is free, like rock 'n’ roll -- we can talk about our
lives, what we're thinking about, what we feel,” said Wang
Liang, 25, a popular hip-hop DJ in China who is known as
‘Wordy'. “The Chinese education system doesn't encourage
you o express your
own character. They
feed you stale rules
developed from books
passed down over
thousands of years.
There's not much
opportunity for per-
sonal expression or
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States Air Force captain. “But there's not a lot of cats that can
rap in Chinese.” Johnston, 33, moved to Beljing in the late '90s
because, he said, it was “the thing nobody else was doing.”

Since “In Beijing” the Chinese hip-hop scene has quickly
grown. Hiphop.cn, a Web site listing events and links to songs,
started with just a few hundred members in 2007; in 2008 it
received millions of views, according to one of the site’s directors.

Dozens of hip-hop clubs have opened up in cities across the
country, and thousands of raps and music videos by Chinese
MC's are spreading over the Internet. But making Chinese hip-
hop is still a relatively profitless -- and often subversive --
activity. Some Chinese rappers address what they see as the
country's most glaring injustices. As Wong Li, a 24-year-old
from Dongbei, says in one of his freestyle raps:
“Don‘tyou know China is only a heaven for rich old men
You know this world is full of corruption
Babiesdie fromdrinking milk..."

Wong, who became interested in hip-hop when he heard

Public Enemy in the

mid-'90s, said rapping
helps him deal with
bitterness that comes
with realising he is one
of the millions left out
of China's economic
boom.
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