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Rabindra Sangeet
Organiser: Dakkhini
Rabindra Sangeetangan
Venue: Auditorium,
National Music and
Dance Centre, BSA

Date: January 23-25
Time: 6pm

MOHAMED MIJARUL QUAYES

Mian Tansen, the famed maestro of Akbar's Court, is a very
important milestone in the field of Indian classical music,
which in its turn has influenced the very development of music
itself in the sub-continent. He was the introducer of the Seni
Gharana. The heritage of Mughal Music did not in filtrate Ben-
gal till the advent of the English. But since then Bengal has
played a very significant role in this line. Bangladesh today
enjoys a very important position in the realm of music, Indian
classical music in particular. In this connection, the Khan
family of Brahmanbaria have a
traditional heritage as the flag-
carriers of the Seni Gharana
which Tansen had introduced
in the 16" century Mughal
Court. This family has contrib-
uted immensely to the expan-
sion of Indian classical music,
not only through the heredi-
tary practice of the 'ragas’ and
‘raginis’ but also through the
creation of new musical
instruments and production
of illustrious musicians who
have introduced the wonder-
ful sublimity and finesse of
Indian Music to the outside |
world through the ages. The |
central figure in the 'Sangeet §
Sadhana' of the family
undoubtedly was 'Sur Samrat’
Ustad Alauddin Khan, the
younger brother and disciple
of Aftabuddin Khan.

The village of Shibpur in the
then sub-division of
Brahmanbaria can well be
called the “Centre of Indian 8
Music”, for this is the adobe of 88 b e
Khans. The_ history of the e e e
“IKRanS Can/be traced to Safdar Fakir Aftabuddin Khan -
* Hossain Khan or Sadu Khan, who had learnt to play the sitar
from Ustad Quasem Ali Khan, the Royal musician of the
[ippera Court. Sadu Khan had five sons Samiruddin Khan,
Aftabuddin Khan, Alauddin Khan, Nayeb Ali Khan and Ayet ali
Khan.

Aftabuddin was an ardent lover of music from his very child-
hood. It is said that at school, he used to practice ‘talas’ (beats)
on his desk. Sadu Khan appreciated this musical inclination of
his son, but his wife did not and was rather strict and demand-
ing about studies. Aftabuddin rebelled, and left the willage
without telling his parents on. After a few months, his father,
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Fakir Aftabuddin Khan: Musical Savant

having traced him to a neighbouring village, brought him
home and arranged for his music lessons.

Aftabuddin had his ABC in music from his father. Later he
went to Bangora (in Brahmanbaria) to master the 'tabla’. His
‘gurus’ were the brothers Ramdhan and Rama Kanai
‘Tabalchees’ of the Zamindar of Bangora. Of Aftabuddin's
memory prowess, it is said that he could easily master 'bol's
taughtin the morning by evening. Anyway, within a short time,
Aftabuddin became adept with the 'tabla’, Apart from this
‘tabla’, he could play the flute with extraordinary skill from his
very childhood and this art was  self -taught. The third instru-
ment that he played admirably was the harmonium.

Aftabuddin’s fame as a
musician spread wide. At this
time he married the daughter
of one Gul Mahmud of
Shreerampur. Sometime later,
he came in contact with the
Maharishi Mano Mohon
Swami of neighboring
Shatmora village. The Swami
was not only a 'hrishi’ but also
a born poet. The two joined
hands. The Swami wrote songs
and Aftabuddin set them to
music. These two were so close
that it is said that they could
communicate with each other
from a distance. The story is
told that once when
Aftabuddin was splitting
firewood, he had a strange
sensation. Leaving the axe
aside, he headed for Shatmora.
Saying that he was remem-
bered there. On reaching, he
found that Mano Mohan had
just finished writing a song
and was thinking of
Aftabuddin for having it set to
music!

The long music career of
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to performing alone. He invented two instruments. One he
called the 'Sur Sangraha'. It is somewhat like the sarod but the
sound is softer. His other invention was the melodious 'Megh
Dambur'.

Aftabuddin had three daughters, no son. His grandson (by
his eldest daughter), Ustad Phuljhuri Khan (1920--1982), was
anothertalented musician of the county.

For his saint like lifestyle Aftabuddin was called 'Fakir'.
Aftabuddin Khan died on 25" Januaryin 1933.
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Short film Missing Moment to be screened

at Children's Film Festival
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“Missing Moment”, a short film, will be screened at the 2nd
International Children's Film Festival '09.

Directed by Rashik Ahsan Rafi, the film depicts the strong
bonds of friendship between two children. However, some
unavoidable circumstances separate them---causing much

The screenplay of the film has written by Anto Azad. Child
artistes Afrain and Sneha perform along with Pankaj Ghosh,
Roksana Munmun and Arif Mahbub Tomal in the film.

The film will be screened on January 29 at the Shawkat Osman
Auditorium, Central Public Libraryat 1 1am.

Mahanagar reaches 300

Banglavision will telecast the 300th episode of the daily soap
“Mahanagar” tonight at 8:15 pm. Written by Ferdous Hasan,
the serial is jointly directed by Sajjad Suman and Ferdous
Hasan.

“Prioyodarshini” on

The story revolves around the family of Anfar Miyan. Raj, one
of the younger members of the family, is unemployed and care-
free. His grandfather Anfar Miyan used to be a well-known poli-
tician and businessman. Dalim Miyan, Angur Miyan and Akhrot
Miyan -- Anfar Miyan's sons -- are a teacher, a government
employee and a Naxalite respectively. Gradually Raj rebels
when he discovers the questionable family history.

Mamunur Rashid, Khairul Alam Sabuj, Afroza Banu play the
lead roles in the serial.

Chowdhury.

stories starttounravel.

Sumaiya Shimu and Apurbo play lead roles in the TV play. | lead rolesin the serial.
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A scene from the film (Top) Shoyeb and Momo in the serial.
Rtv will telecast TV serial “Priodarshini” tonight at 10:00 pm.
Written by Pronab Botto, the serial’s director is Arun
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The serial revolves around a family, featuring the women
members of the family in lead roles -- their everyday life, hur-
dles, difficulties and more. As the serial progresses, many untold

The cast includes\ Subarna Mustafa, Dolly Zahur, Bonna
Mirza, Sharmili Ahmed, Shoyeb, Momo and others have played
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