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Indian PM stable
after heart surgery

AFP, New Delhi

The heart bypass surgery
performed on Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh on
Saturday was successful, a
spokesman for the ruling

Congress party said yesterday.

told AFP doctors were “look-
ing at the removal of two
blockages. The rest of the
regime will be decided when
the surgeryison.”

Singh, a diabetic who walks
regularly, underwent heart
bypass surgery in Britain in

AFGHANISTAN RAID LEAVES 15 DEAD

Residents claim all killed

AP, Kabul

The US coalition in Afghanistan opened

were civilians

Julian said a joint US-Afghan investi-
gation had been launched.
Civilian deaths are a hugely sensitive

and children were among the dead.
The villagers told Rahmzai that they
are shepherds and have no ties to mili-

*The entire country is 1990and angioplastyin 2003. .

rejoicing because our prime India is duelt}uhgd general an investigation into an overnight raid topic between the Afghan government tants. .

minister has come out suc- electionsbefore May. early yesterday that American command- andtheUSand Nato. . Evaluating competing claims from the
ers say killed 15 armed militants but that President Hamid Karzai last week told US and Nato militaries and Afghan offi-

cessfully from the operation,”
Congress spokesman
Veerappa Moily told reporters.
The procedure began at
7:15 am (0145 GMT) and
doctors were upbeat about the
prime minister's prognosis.

Government officials said
foreign minister Pranab
Mukherjee would take charge
of cabinet meetings during the
premier's absence and would
also assume control of the
finance portfolio, currently

two Afghan officials say killed 11 civilians.

A detailed US statement said multiple
teams of militants fired on the coalition
forces during a raid against a Taliban
commander early Saturday in the eastern
province of Laghman. The U.S. said a
woman carrying a rocket-propelled

out.

parliament that the U.S. and NATO have
not heeded his calls to stop airstrikes in

civilian areas. Karzai has recently sought
to have more control over what kinds of

activities U.S. and NATO forces can carry

The issue also sparks strong emotions

cials or villagers is extremely difficult.
Journalists and human rights monitors
usually cannot reach the site of a raid
because the territory is too dangerous.
Afghan villagers have been known to

exaggerate civilian death claims in order

to receive more compensation from the

"We expect the prime heldbySingh. : il :

minister to be up on his feet in But no official acting prime grenade was among the 15 killed. among average Afghans and threalens (o US military, and officials have said that

the next couple of days in the  ministerha Nimet named. "We know the people who were killed  turn civilians against the international  insurgents sometimes force villagers to
were shooting at us," said Col Greg Julian, military mission. make false death claims.

intensive care unit,” Dr.
Sudhir Vaishnav of Mumbai's
Asian Heart Institute said,
adding Singh should be back
at work within "two to four
weeks.”

The operation was being
carried out at the premier
state-run All India Institute of
Medical Sciences in New
Delhi.

A high security ring was
thrown around the hospital
with gun-toting security
personnel keeping a strict
watch.

A hospital source earlier

*Our confidence is that
within two weeks he will be
back to duty with more
energy,” said senior Congress
party leader M. Veerappa
Moily.

Mukherjee called his addi-
tional duties on Friday "nor-
mal, routine things" adding
“the governmentis in place.”

There has been widespread
speculation that party chief
Sonia Gandhi has been lining
up her son, Rahul Gandhi, heir
to India's powerful Gandhi
dynasty, as the country's next
prime minister.

PHOTO: AFP

Indian Minister of External Affairs and additional charge of
Finance Pranab Mukherjee (C) waves as Indian President Pratiba
Devi Singh Patil (L) looks on during a ceremony atthe Presidential
Palace in New Delhi yesterday. Foreign Minister Pranab Mukherjee
will take charge of cabinet meetings during prime minister
Manmohan Singh's absence, government officials said, while the

premier undergoes heart surgery.

the top US spokesman in Afghanistan.
"The people who were killed today were
running around, maneuvering against
our forces, and we killed them.”

But Sayed Ahmad Safi, the spokesman
for Laghman's governor, said that govern-
ment intelligence reports indicated 11 of
the dead were civilians, including three
children and two females. Two of the dead

were militants, he said.

Abdul Khaliq Hussaini, a member of
parliament who represents Laghman,
said he believed 16 people had been
killed, including 11 civilians. The site of
the raid the village of Guloch lies 60 kms

northeast of the capital, Kabul.

"I'm ready to start jihad against the
Americans,” an unidentified Afghan man
told a Kabul TV station during a protest
Saturdayinthe capital of Laghman.

Farlier Saturday, Hamididan Abdul
Rahmzai, the head of the provincial coun-
cil in Laghman, said village elders arrived
at his office hours after the early morning
operation to complain that the 15 killed
were innocentcivilians.

During a call from an Associated Press
reporter, Rahmzai relayed questions to
the village elders directly, who angrily
shouted that they would swear on the
Holy Quran that all those killed were
civilians. The elders claimed that women

But the US military has also been
known to not fully acknowledge when it
killed civilians.

After a battle in August in the village of
Azizabad, the US military at first said no
civilians were killed. A day later it said
about five died, and eventually a more
thorough US investigation found 33 civil-
ians were killed. The Afghan government
and the UN said 90 civilianswerekilled.

The Afghan government recently sent
Nato headquarters a draft agreement that
would give Afghanistan more control over
future Nato deployments in the country
and would prohibit Nato troops from
conducting searches of Afghan homes.
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