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AFP, Beit Lahiva

Some 200,000 Gaza chil-
dren returned to school
yesterday for the first ume
since Israel’'s offensive,
many having lost family
members, their home and
their sense ot security.

he UN Relief and
Works Agency (UNRWA)
reopened allits 221 schools
which educate some
200,000 Palestinians in the
territory and provided
shelter to tens of thou-
sands of people during the
lighting

At Beit Lahiya primary
school the children
swarmed into the wide
courtyard with their over
sized backpacks, noisily
running and playing
beneath an upper-storey
classroom scorched by an
[sraelishell.

he compound was
struck a week ago and set
alight, sparking panic
among the 1,600 people
who had gone there seek
ing shelter. Two boys, five
and seven years old, were
killed and around a dozen
people were wounded,
including their mother,
whose legs were cut off,
according to the UN.

[t was one ol three
schools sheltering dis-
placed people which were
hit by Israeli fire during the
war. At another UN-run
school nearby more than 40
people were killed by Israeli
shellingon January 6.

T'he [sraeli military said it
had taken fire from in or near
each of the buildings, but
UN chief Ban Ki-moon
called the attacks "outra-
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Gaza children go back to schoo
bearing scars of war

PHOTOS: AFP

Palestinian schoolboys play during recess at a school run by UNRWA in Beit Lahia in the northern Gaza Strip yesterday while picture
on the right shows other students inspecting a burnt classroom. Some 200,000 Gaza children returned to school for the first time
since Israel's offensive, many having lost family members, their home and their sense of security. The UN Relief and Works Agency
(UNRWA) reopened all its 221 schools which educate Palestinians in the territory and provided shelter to tens of thousands of people

during the fighting.

geous” and demanded those
responsible be held toaccount

As the hundreds of children
were slowly brought to order it
soon became clear that many
of them bore the unseen
wounds of the war, in which
more than 1,330 Palestinians
were killed, nearly a third of
them children.

"Come forward if your
mother or father was mar-
tyred,” headmaster Riad
Maliha announced through a
megaphone to the classes
lined up outside for morning
assembly. "Come forward if
your house was destroyed.”

More than 20 students
walked to the front to register
with UN officials so their
families could receive aid,
including Anas Abbas, a shy
12-year-old boy.

“They destroyed our house

and killed five of my neigh-
bours. The Jews came very
close to us," he said,
brown eyes looking away

Like the other children, he
renders his experiences in
one-word answers and simple
sentences, keeping most of
whathe has seen to himself.

Maliha, the headmaster,
says the first few days of
school will be given over to
counselhing, with teachers
trying to help the children
express themselves.

"Intheclasses the teachers
will encourage them to talk
about what happened, or to
draw pictures or to write
aboutit,” hesaid.

UNRWA, which provides
basic aid and services to most
of the 1.5 million people
living in Gaza, employs some
200 counsellors and islooking
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Tributes and a picture of a 54-year-old employee are seen outside
a child daycare center in Dendermonde, in western Belgium yes-
terday, 2009, a day after a man went on a rampage, killing two
infants and the employee of the centre.

Belgian charged
for killings

at creche

AFP, Brussels

]

A 20-year-old Belgian man has
been charged with killing two
infants and a 54-year-old
female employee at a child
daycare centre and has been
remanded In custody, a prose-
cutorsaidyesterday:.

The man, who was arrested
Friday shortly after the ram-
page, was interrogated by police
and then broughtbefore ajudge
later that day who charged him
and placed him under arrest,
said the prosecutor in
Termondein western Belgium.

[he accused, whose identity
has not been released, was also
charged with attempted mur-
der, the prosecutor said.

Ten children and two staft
were wounded, some seriously,
In the attack in the town of
Dendermonde near Brussels.

After staff opened the door,
the man barged into The
Country of Fables daycare
centre with a 30-centimetre (12-
inch) long knife and began
slashing some of the children
lying in beds, none more than
three years old, officials said.

During the police interroga-
tion, the man who had his face
painted white with black
around his eyes -- making some
think of the Joker character in
Batman -- gave no indication
about his motives for the attack,
aprosecution spokesman said.

L0 recruit more in the wake of
the war.

“Imagine what the conver-
sations are going to be like,"
UNRWA spokesman
Christopher Gunness said.
“There are going to be thou-
sands of traumatised children
comingtoschool today."

On the upper floor of the
school the children driftin and
out ol the burned-out class-
room, chalk graffitti scribbled
on its blackened walls and
charred blankets and broken
desks littering the floor.

In the classroom next door
the teacher invites the chil-
dren to come up to the front
and tell their stories. The first
boy to volunteeer recalls
when the house next to his
was blown up.

"The door was dancing.
The windows were dancing,”

Iranian envoy urges
Obama to review

W

he says as the other children
break into laughter.

Khitam Aziz, the school
counsellor, says the children
ask about the scorched class-
room upstairs and the holes in
the wallsleftby artillery rounds.

“Ihey ask me why they
shelled the school, and tellme
they worry it will be artacked
again,” she says. "But we tell
them the Jews will not attack
the school. They should feel
safe. Theyshould play."

Half of Gaza's population
IS under 18 years of age and
more than 80 percent of its
peoplerelyon UN food aid.

Both  Israel and Hamas
declared unilateral ceasefires
last Sunday and Israeli troops
had completely withdrawn by
Wednesday. But vast swathes
of the territory have been left
In ruins, including thousands
of homes.

Mideast policy

AFP, Tokyo

Saudi warns
US over

Middle East

BBC Online,

A senior member of Saudi
Arabla’'s ruling family has
warned the US lfmt It needs to
change auitudes over the
Arab-lIsraeli conflict.

Prince Turki al-Faisal, a
former Saudi intelligence
chief and former ambassador
to the US, said a failure to alter
policies could threaten links.

The prince said ex-
President George W Bush had
left a "sickening legacy” in the
Middle East,

He accused the US of con-
tributing to the killing of
Gazans

The prince made his com-
ments in an interview with the
London-based Financial
limes newspaper, following a
post-Christmas outbreak of
violence between Israel and
Palestinians that left more
than athousand people dead.

On Thursday Barack
Obama made his first public
statement on the Middle East
as US president.

Bomb kills
three police
in Fallujah

AFP, Fallujah

I'hree Iraqi policemen were
killed and nine people
wounded yesterday when a
car bomb exploded near the
western city of Fallujah, a
senior police officer told AFP

Theattackcame at 10:30 am
(0730 GMT) as the police patrol
headed backto theirbaseinthe
town of Al-Garma, 10 kilo-
metres (six miles) east of the
city, said Fallujah police chief
Colonel Mahmud al-Issawi.

The three dead policemen
included a senior officer, the
colonel said, with a further three
officersamong the wounded.

In late December, two car
bombs killed 19 policemen in
Fallujah, a former insurgent
bastion 50 kilometres west of
the capital Baghdad.

The Daily Star

AFP, Damascis

Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad congratulated Hamas
leader Khaled Meshaal on the
Islamist movement's “victory”
over Israel in Gaza ata meeting
in Damascus yesterday, offi-
cial media said.

Assad “congratulated the
Palestinian people on the
victory scored by the resis-
tance in the Gaza Strip,” the
official SANA news agency
sald.

“Israel's inability to achieve
its objectives despite using the
deadliest of weaponry is proof
of the devotion of the
Palestinian people to its terri-
torial rights and its deep belief
in victory against occupation
and aggression,” it quoted
Assad assaying.

Assad greets Hamas
on Gaza 'victory'

Meshaal and his delegation
responded by expressing their
“deep appreciation of Syria for
its efforts at all levels 1o sup-
port the resistance of the
Palestinian people in Gaza
during and after the Israeli
aggression.”

The Hamas delegation is to
set off on a regional tour to
“thank certain counitries
which have supported the
Palestinian people,” SANA
added.

Syria provides a base in
exile for Hamas's political
leadership, including
Meshaal.

The Islamist group has
controlled Gaza since June
2007 when it ousted forces
loyal to Western-backed
Palestinian president
Mahmud Abbas.

AFP, Khartoum

Sudan has denied committing
human rights violations
against displaced people In
Darfur, where 33 civilians were
killed by security forces in
August according to a UN
probe

"We deny the facts,” foreigri
ministry spokesman Ali al-
Sadiqtold AFP late on Friday.

A joint probe by the UN
High Commissioner for
Human Rights and the UN-
African Union peacekeeping
mission in Darfur said on
Friday that Sudanese "govern-
ment security forces commit-
ted violations of international
human rights law against the
civiian population of Kalma
IDP camp,” on August 25,

UN investigators said
police and security forces
searching for weapons in
Darfur’'s biggest camp for
internally displaced people
(IDP) were confronted by a

group of camp residents who

Sudan denies human
rights violations

soughttostop them entering.

"The security forces fired
shots inthe air, before opening
fire on the crowd,” killing 33
people, including 10 women
and nine children, and
wounding another 108 of the
camp's residents, the United
Nations said in a statement.

"The security forces used
lethal force 1n an unnecessary,
disproportionate and there-
fore unlawful manner.”

Sadiq said Sudanese forces
entered the camp Lo seize weap-
ons being stockpiled there and
shared the information with the
United Nations-African Union
Mission in Darfur.

"When the information
became very solid, we took the
decision to getrid of the weap-
ons,” he said.

Sudan considers Kalma, an
impoverished and volatile
camp in South Darfur, as a
source of support for the
ethnic minority rebels it has
been fighting for the past six
years.

A special envoy of Iranian
President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad urged US
President
yesterday to fully review its
Middle East diplomacy and
respect Tehran's nuclear
programime.

'If President Obama
wants torealise a change, he

should stop support for

Israel and withdraw from
[raq,” Samare Hashemi, on
a visit to Japan, said in an
interview with Japan's
public broadcaster NHK.
He also said that rela-
tions between Iran and the
United States would
improve if Washington
‘respects rights" held by

Iran, including its nuclear |
programme, according to |

NHK.

On Thursday, Hashemi
handed Japanese Prime
Minister Taro Aso a letter
from Ahmadinejad saying
that Iran wants to build
closer ties with Tokyo for
peace and stability in the
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admissions seminar

The Course Co-ordinator of LSC and STM will
be accepling applications from suitable candi-
dates for the April 2009 Semester. Please
bring original and photocopies of all academic
certificates, |IELTS score and transcripts on
January 26th, 2009.

Dhaka Seminar

Venue : British Council, 5 Fuller Road, Dhaka
. 11am-5pm
. Monday, 26th January, 2009

Time
Date

For more Information please contact:
LSC & STM Dhaka Office: House 72, Road 17, Block C

Banani, Dhaka 1213. Tel: 9891180, B822729, 01911342801
01190279910, 01911360928, E-mall: stminfo @lIscdhaka.org

www.lsclondon.co.uk

LSC & STM Chittagong Office: IFCO Complex (5th floor)

1147/A GEC More, East Nasirabad, Chittagong
Tel,: 031-656129, 01195177022

Barack Obama

Middle East, including
Gaza.

Washington severed ties
with Iran in 1980 in the
wake of the Islamic revolu-
tion after Islamist students
stormed the US embassy in
Tehran and held 52 diplo-
mats hostage for 444 days.

Obama's predecessor,
George W. Bush, refused to
engage in direct negotia-
tions with Iran unless it first
stopped enriching ura-

nium, and spearheaded *
pressure for economic ad d
?j;ﬁ;é ?;1 ib?i%ams{ the US President Barack Obama (C) makes remarks on the economy during a bi-partisian meeting with
‘ P : members of Congress on Friday at the White House in Washington, DC.
BRAC
BRAC Centre, 75 Mohakhali, Dhaka - 1212
Phone: 8824180-7, Ext : 2021, 2036, 2035.
R Notice for Enlistment
Applications are hereby invited from the bonafide Suppliers / Service providers for enlistment of the
following items under the terms and conditions mentioned bellow on their Letter Head Pad.
Reference No & Date for | IFT/BRAD/BPD-Enlistv09-03
Enlistment January 20, 2009
| Radio & TV Spot Airing. TVC & RDC Production, Bill Board, Sign Board,
Group A: production & Installation, Developing Video Documentary, Developing
(Media & Communication) feature film, Advertisement in cinema hall, Production of PSA, Design
(Poster / Festoon / Flip Chart & So on)
Feed Ingredients for BRAC Feed Mills such as : Wheat (Bullet Type-
[Local), Auto Rice Polish (Grade : A & B), De-Oiled Rice Bran (DOB),
Group B: Wheat Bran, Soyabean Cake 44%, Soyabean Full Fat (Toasted), Vegetable
(Feed Ingredient for Feed Oil (Normal, Semi Solid), Soyabean Oil, Lime Stone (Granular / Powder),
Mall) Mustard Oil Cake, Rape Seed Cake, Coconut Oi1l Cake, Groundnut Cake,
Meat & Bone Meal 50%, Fish Meal (Local 65%), Wheat Flour, Oyster Shell
and Molasses etc.
Pharmaceuticals Ingredients for BRAC Feed Mills such as Grower
Premix/Chick, Layer Premix, Broiler Premix, Breeder Premix(Customized),
Group C: ‘ Cattle Premix, Fish Premix, Toxin Binder, Mould Inhibitor, Bacteniocide, L- A
(Pharmaceutical Ingredient | 1 ine 999, DL-Methionine 99%, Choline Chloride 60%, Di-Calcium
for Feed Mill) Phosphates (DCP), Mono Calcium Phosphates (MCP), Coccidiostate,
Enzyme, Anti Oxidant, Aqua Binder, CTC 15% & Growth Promoter etc.
Group D: * Roll (Computer continpous paper)
(Computer Continuous paper) =  White (Computer continuous paper)
Enlistment Period For the Year of 2009 to 2010.

Application Deadline

Application to be submitted by 15 February 09 and dropped in the Tender
Box # 02 kept at Procurement Department, Ground Floor, BRAC Centre, 75
Mohakhali, Dhaka —~ 1212, Group name to be mentioned on top of the
envelop.

Security Deposit for

Selected firms will have to deposit Tk. 30,000/~ (Tk. Thirty Thousand) only
in the form of pay order in favor of BRAC as Securnity Money.

Enlistment:
= Copy of Trade License

Documents to be * Copy of VAT Registration Certificate

submitted along with = Up to date copy of Tax payment receipt

the application * Bank solvency certificate _
* Company Profile

E =  Must have an office address along with phone & fax no.

L]

Additional
Requirement

To furnish list of employee Skilled and Unskilled separately with
qualification & experience.

» Experience Certificate

« Client List with date of supplying goods / services

= Size and location of Warehouse / Store (if applicable)
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