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Historic Mass
Upsurge Day
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BNP to resist transit s 1
out anti-crime |
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to try war criminals

Demand lawmakers
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of universities and cultural
activists spearheaded the
campaign urging the people to
boycortt war criminals in the
election,” he said at a recep-
tion ceremony.

Forum for Secular
Bangladesh accorded a recep-
ton to 38 lawmakers, who
defeated the anti-liberation
forces in the election, at
Supreme Court Bar Association
auditorium inthecity

Five ministers, including
Foreign Minister Dipu Moni
and Home Minister Sahara
Khatun, who attended the
programme, assured them
that the trial of war criminals
must be held in the soil of
Bangladesh withoutdelay.

Speakers at the programme
said the government should
not waste any time trying to
involve the UN in the process,
as the trial can be held under
the existing laws.

"The trial of war criminals,

Polytechnic

a long-standing demand of
the people, has been one of

an important role in the elec-

involving the United Nations,"
said Prof Kabir Chowdhury.

Labour and Employment
Minister Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain observed
that creating employment
opportunities to a great extent
can prevent the rise of mili-
tancyin the country.

BAR COUNCIL

Baset elected
vice-chairman
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Senior lawyer of the Supreme
Court (SC) Advocate Abdul
Baset Majumder has been
elected vice-chairman of
Bangladesh Bar Council.

The election was held
yesterday at a meeting of the
members of the Bar Council
with its ex-officio chairman
Attorney General Advocate
MahbubeyAlam in the chair.

"Trying war criminals will
be the first step to eliminate

separate programmes in the
city to mark the day with due
respect.

Bangabandhu Sangskritik
Jote placed a wreath at the
portrait of martyred Motiur on
the institute premises at
8:00am. It also organised a
discussion atits Gulshan office.

Nabakumar Institution and

visits Ranglai
at hospital
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National Human Rights
Commission Chairman
Justice Amirul Kabir
Chowdhury yesterday visited

State Minister for Foreign

leader Ayesha Khatun also
spoke at the programme
moderated by journalist and
writer Shahriar Kabir, acung
president of Forum for Secular
Bangladesh.

Dilip Barua
visits ailing
Nirmal Sen
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Minister for Industries- Dilip
Barua yesterday visited vet
eran politician and journalist
Nirmal Sen at his residence in
the city who is suffering a
massive heart disease for three
years, says a pressrelease.

The minister spent some
time beside the ailing politi-
cian and enquired about his
health condition and treat-
ment.

Pointing Nirmal Sen as the
pioneer of anti-communalism

activist, on February 24, 2007.

(omorrow

UNB, Dhaka

An annular eclipse of the sun
will occur tomorrow.

[t will start at 10 hours 56
minutes 36 seconds BST and
will end at 17 hours 00 minutes
42 seconds BST, said an ISPR
pressrelease.

[he central eclipse will start
at 12 hours 05 minutes 48 sec-

| onds BST and will end at 15 |

hours 51 minutes 36 seconds

| BST. The greatest eclipse will |

oceur at 13 lpurs 58 minutes 36
seconds BS¥

The magnitude of the great-
est eclipse will be 0929 and
duration of the annular phase
willbe 7minutes 51 seconds.

The eclipse will start at 05
hours 29 minutes 30 seconds
LMT at the south-west of
Namibian sea coast in the South
Atlantic Ocean. It will end at 17
hours 59 minutes 42 seconds
LMT at the south-western coast

Besides, people from all

if the government takes any

Sultana.

Two teenage boys
murdered in city

of a l4-year-old boy at

Two separate murder

Capt (Retd) MI Chowdhury
passed away al United
Hospitalin the city _
He served the 2nd East
Bengal Regiment from 1952-
58. He was a course mate of
former president HM Ershad.
He also served Meghna
Petroleurn Co in Chittagong,

breathed his
last due to a
cardiac arrest at the Lab Aid
Hospital on January 18 at the
age of 77, says a press release.

He had been suffering from
old age complications.

He left behind four sons,
seven daughters and a host of
relatives and well-wishers to
mourn his death.

The family members
request all to pray for his
departed soul.

| sheikhSukurali
B | METRO DESK ¢

Sheikh Sukur Ali, father of
Sheikh Ahad Ali, breathed his
last at his village home at
Harihar Nagar under Tala
upazila in Sathkhira districton
Friday night, says a press
release.

Sukur died of a massive
cardiacarrest.

He left behind his mother,
two brothers, three sisters and
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The post fell vacant follow- : ofVietnam ofAsia.
d ing res?gnatiﬂn of Barrister E{TUETEM e feaé i{_neg g The central eclipse will start a host of relatives to mourn his
students Shafique Ahmed who has e tolling masses, DIp Barua | a¢ o5 hours 18 minutes 44 sec- death.
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blOCk ro ad : 5 and  provide necessary support for | 4a Comba island of Britain in PHOTO.BNP | have been requested to join
parliamentary affairs minis- the better treatment of the | theSouthAtlanticOcean. BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia pats a child while distributing prizes among the winners ofa painting | the Qulkhwani on February13 |

STAFF CORRESPONDENT ter. _ national hero. It will end at 18 hours 07 | competition for children at her Gulshan office in the city yesterday. The painting competition was | and pray for his eternal peace ) x
Shafique was elected vice- The minister also wished | minutes 34 seconds LMT of the | organised on the occasion of the 73rd birth anniversary of late president Ziaur Rahman. in the afterlife. |
Several hundred students of chairman of Bangladesh Bar him an early recovery from | southwest of the Philippines of
Dhaka PG}L‘;’IEFthC IHSITHU[E_‘ Council on December 22. illness. Asiain the Celebessea. .
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Diversion Road in the city's o SRR SRR SLES R — ! I P l l !
Tejgaon Industrial area fnr}an e TN L& Nat l POEtry he M ls bel g emb arrassed I
hour demanding deferment of DHAKA . .
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The demonstration caused Feb 18 join the ruling party oftheday jdealism, honesty and disci- cardedifthe PMreallywantsa must follow through on their
d and wring benefits ' i ' ' initd
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rushed to the spot and held a | | 9/@anisesa programme to mark the ' - || The 23rd National Poetry | willbe found tohavebeenvery cally stable party. It is also the of other office-bearers Lo run fear against violating them in
meeting with the students and 185th birth anniversary of poet Workshop Festival will begin on the | active members of the former one whose lower tiers have the party on a day-to-day the future. But the govem-
college authorities. Michael Madhusudan Dutt. Venue:  Disaster Management Bureau in Dhaka U““’Eb““)’ Library | ruling party’s student wing as  had more elections compared basis. Without a clear-cut ment must also set its own
After they were assured | | NationalPress Club. Time: 4:00pm,  association with United Nations PIEH"H?ES PI;IFE ruary 18. h well. toits archrival, the BNE distinction between party standard of discipline and
that the exams will be | | Human chain Development Programme (UNDP) | | . A desbuv fcnmrglt{fﬁ ast This is not to exonerate However better it may look hierarchy and government  respect for law by dismissing
deferred. the students went _ organises a daylong workshop on TE‘?’ 13' Heen e s poet | BCL members themselves compared to BNF, it remains a ministers, many workers end the cabinet minister who
back to the campus, much to Jago Bangladeshwill formahuman  pational consultation on the Baiiy ;ssamTasl SE con- | from any blame, many of fact that AL as a political party up frequenting the secretariat brought such shame to the
the relief of the commuters. chain demanding an effective progress of implementation of the yENer and poeL s RUANAS Wh‘_)m have been waiting for has not received the serious for party work, resulting in government and the party that
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Today is the 7th death anni- Association of Private Universities  Vivekananda Shikkha O Sanskrt SaySapIes ) extremely cruel and violent the modernist agenda that the did a creditable job during the both the BCL and upazila
versary of engineer SMA Barj, of Bangladesh organises a Parishad, Dhaka University will hold . form when BNP won in 2001, party's election manifesto trying days of emergency and election incidents. She owes
father of Chittagong Union of | | convention on quality assurance a discussion, Venue: 25 Aga Sadek Foundauon and which Sheikh Hasina callsfor. may be thought of for the verylittle tosuch criminals for
Journalists' (CUJ) General and improvement. Venue: Uttara  Road.Time:3:00pm. - successfully prevented by It is well understood that future. But in that case he winning the election. General
Secretary Nazimuddin D ay Of IUB AT cancelling the so-called vic- the banning of political activi- must be relieved from his people gave her the massive
Sh‘)gma&i i tory celebrations following ties during the state of emer- minister's duties. Otherwise a  victory, not l}l;e I::Hg or the
n the occasion, a mila IR ARSI TS her massive win, struck a very  gency, the detention of Sheikh suitable replacement must be BCL goons. Her oldness in
mahfil and Quarankhwani will e e o 2 PARIESPIEOR positive note of maturity fqaﬂa for over a year and the found. denying nominations to
be heldl at his res;dente at WEATHER The 19th Foundation Day of | @MONg the public. It earned crisis faced by many of its If we look at the reasons for people with questionable
Patenga in the portcity. International University of | the AL significant goodwill. senior leaders during that unpopularity of past govern- reputation bore fruit in wide- =/
Bari, a Language " Business Agriculture and | This has largely been undone time naturally prevented ments soon after winning spread public appreciation for
such a move, resulting in the |

Movement veteran and organ-
iser of country's War of
Liberation, played a vital role
in constructing Chittagong
Shah Amanat International
Airport, GEM Plant,
Chittagong Steel Mill, Zia
Fertiliser Factory and
Shipping Corporation
Headquarters as an engineer.

Fog likely

UNB, Dhaka

Weather is likely to remain dry with partly cloudy sky over
the countryin the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

Moderate thick fog may occur over the country during
midnight till morning, Met Office said predicting nearly
unchanged night temperature over the country.

Technology (IUBAT) was
celebrated yesterday.

The 50th orientation
programme of the university
was also held, says a press
release.

[UBAT authorities on the
occasion pledged to pursue
multiculturalism and prioritise
English learning amongst the
students.

by the criminality of the stu-
dent league members in these
initial days.

The latest interference in
the upazila elections not only
by the local leaders but by a
cabinet minister and an MP in
spite of warning by the
Election Commission, has
revealed a serious lack of party

inner party work. This may
have led to decline in party
discipline. The election that
followed was also not the
proper time for disciplinary
work within the party.

The time, therefore, is now.
As have been shown by the two
recent incidents, first by the
BCL and now by the grassroots

elections, the ruling party’s
failure to controlits own meim-
bers from indulging in corrup-
tion had a lot to do with it. The
indiscipline, nepotism,
mutual distrust, undermining
of fellow leaders and back-
ward mindset of party leaders
contributed significantly to
the failure of those govern-
ments.

stunning election victory. We
must remember that public
support corrodes much faster
resulting from one or two
actions of party members than
all the criticisms of the opposi-
tion put together. _

If, today, the AL chief takes
strong disciplinary actions
against her own party's delin-

Mamtaz Ahmed Dulali Highest temperature 27.5 degrees Celsius was recorded : discipline and a worrisome workers, the party requires a . ,
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT g% human resource development |y, o yone a section of AL from within. Under her overall that. So the choice is very rewarded by public support.

Today is the first death anni-
versary of Mamtaz Ahmed

Dulali, sister of writer * iarcitl 4 ' : : serious impediment toward fulltime job will be to reorgan-  party, and she must start right cleanse her party, and all its
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apressrelease. lad Celsius ercentage the rules of the university Bangladesh”- essentially The number one requirement dents have proved it to her at labour, peasant, etc == of
fa Lae gciaﬁ;zn' ;rm i M . Mh Mﬂmjpn Evening Prof Alex Berland of | meaning a modern, knowl- is a fullime party general an undeserving and unneces- such elements who are not
g‘ahm TEQ f, ]1:11 1g:1ri1?nri;:f; Dhaka 23 8 15.0 95 a4 University of British Columbia edge based and IT proliferated  secretary, who may enjoy the sarycosttoher credibility. willing to embrace the new
cﬁr;fma?h::r @ ;;raycrs e Chitiasong 5 pag 162 91 80 asked the students to concen- | country- that the PM wants to, rank of a minister but he/she ~ We appreciate the PM.‘S pnliuc?. desh”
January 30. Rajshahi 19.4 14.6 100 94 trate on theirstudies, and is pledgclbuund to, build.  cannot be expected to per- VIEWS conveyed by Matia A "Digital Bangla d -
Relatives, friends and well- Khulna 25.6 13.8 100 Al Prof Ghulam Kibria, a It is our view that in addi- formthedutiesofa minister. Chowdhury to this paper that cannot come from the ©
wisl:i:;s are Iqu:IEStEd to Barisal 26,0 14.6 100 90 Fulbright senior specialist | tion to all the economic and Our recent practice of the government would not A wam i Loy u ﬂi;
artend the programme to pray Sylhet 9255 13.7 100 R7 from Delaware State University | governance related challenges making the party secretary the interfere if the EC wants to Euphcmlsusnl!r spemmi
for the salvation of the Cox's Bazar 275 15.2 74 81 in the USA, wished TUBAT all | that Sheikh Hasina faces, a LGRD minister has notserved prosecute the persons needs a Digital Awa

departed soul.

degrees Celsius at Sandwip.

6:42am LOMOrrow.

The sun sets in the capital at 5:40pm today and rises at

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded

M

to engage students as a pro-

ductive force for socio-

economic development.
[UBAT Vice Chancellor Prof

successinamessage.

leaders and workers. Such
indiscipline and self-serving
political culture will act as a

new one must be added to that

supervision, Sheikh Hasina
needs to set up a dedicated
group of party leaders whose

either the AL or the BNP wellin

clear. For her government to
succeed she must clean,
reform and modernise her

involved in the upazila elec-

Given her majority in the
parliament and continu
public support she can easily

League”.
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