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UZ POLLS IN NILPHAMARI

33,110 ballots cancelled

for six chairman posts

51,427 ballots for vice-chairman, 65,412 for
female vice-chairman also invalid

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Nilphamari

A staggering 33,110 ballots for
upazila chairman posts,
51,427 ballots for vice-
chairman posts and 65412
ballots for female vice-
chairman posts were
cancelled in sixupazilas under
the district in Thursday’s
upazila election.

The invalid votes for three
posts constitute 4.35, 6.75 and
8.59 percent of the total
7,61,823 cast votes in the
district as the voters had to
cast votes in three kinds of
ballots.

Compared with the invalid
votes in December 29 parlia-
ment election, such votes in
the upazila election is about
five times higher for chairman
posts, seven times higher for
vice-chairman posts and nine
times higher for female vice-
chairman posts, district elec-

tion office sources said.

The setting of election
symbols in two columns in the
ballot papers and keeping
more symbols than the num-
ber of candidates led to the
cancellation of a large number
of votes, said polling agents
and voters.

In the recent parliament
election, 9,961 votes were
cancelled in six upazilas con-
stituting four constituencies
in the district. Itis 1.09 percent
of the total 9,11,930 cast votes
in the district where the total
number of votes is 10,13,595
as per the latest voter lists.

As the symbols in the ballots
were set in the ballot papers in
two columns side by side, in
many cases, the voting seal ink
on a chosen symbol also left the
impression on the symbol of the
other column or another symbol
of the same line while folding
ballot papers, vertically or hori-
zontally a number of polling

agents told this correspondent.

They found the errors
during vote counting,

Many voters said they were
confused as there were no
names of the candidates
beside their respective elec-
tion symbols and there were
more symbols than the num-
ber of candidates on three
different ballot papers.

Many voters put seal
impression on a symbol for
which no candidate is running.

As per the newly intro-
duced rules for the recently
held upazila election, 10
symbols were printed on
ballots where the number of
candidates ranged from 2 to
10. The ballots had to contain
14 symbols for 11 to 14 candi-
dates and 18 symbols for 15 to
18 candidates.

For the upazila chairman
post, there were five candi-
dates each in Sadar and
Domar upazilas, six candi-

dates in Dimla, nine in
Kishoreganj, seven in Saldpur
and six in Jaldhaka upazila. A
multiple number of candi-
dates also contested in each
upazila for vice-chairman and
female vice-chairman posts.
“Most of the voters were
not aware about arrangement
of symbols on two columns of
the ballot papers. There would
be less invalid ballots if the
information department
arranged massive campaign
about voting correctly,” said
Gabul Saglain, district chapter
convenor of SUJON
(Susashoner Jonno Nagorik --
Citizens for good governance).
“The candidates failed to
give voters a clear idea about
their symbols, As a result
many voters put seal onwrong
symbols. Errors were also
made while folding ballot
papers after casting votes,”
Nilphamari District Election
Officer SakanderAlisaid.

Robbers kill
shop employee
in Thakurgaon

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thakurgaon

Robbers killed an employee of a
wholesale shop at Amtoli rail
crossing at Shibgonj village

Agro-based industries

to be setup in CH1

Says Dilip Barua

OUR CORRESPONDENT,

under Sadar upazila on | ©
Rangaman

Thursday night and took away
Tk 5 lakh fromhim.

The victim was identified as
Nazrul Islam, 26, son of Enamul
Haque of Sugar Mill Colony |
undertheupazila. a7 g
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The government will set up
agro-based industries in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)

Rangamath Circuit -House

then various food products
can be produced by process-
ing the fruits which will ulti-
mately fetch good forex for
Bangladesh through export
those to foreign countries”, he
said. “Our government has a
plan to reopen the industries
which were closed by former
BNP-led alliance govern-
taent,” the minisiersaidi 179

"Thereis also agood poten-
tiality for tourism industry in
CHT", he said adding, the
entire CHT will be developed
as a tourist spot which will
create employment opportu-
nities forjobless people.

The government will ensure

peaceful co-existence of people
of all communities so that every-
body irrespective of religion,
caste and creed can live in the
region peacefully, he assured.

Referring to CHT peace
accord, the minister said the
accord will be implemented
properly in the next five years
as Prime Mipister §heikh
Hasina is aware enough in this
regard.

The minister also visited
Rangamati Rajban Vihar and
attended a religious function.
State minister for CHT affairs
ministry Dipankar Talukder
accompanied.
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Newly admitted fifth batch students of Eastern Medical College at Kabila in Comilla form a human
chain on the campus yesterday with call to free the country from corruption, crime and drugs.

Body of PCJSS
activist, SMG
recovered

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangamati

Army personnel recovered
body of an activist of pro-peace
treaty Parbatya Chattagram
Jano Sanghati Samity (PCJSS),
a sub-machine gun (SMG) and
a bullet-loaded magazine from
a pond at Khedermara village
in Longadu upazila on
Thursday, security sources
said.

However, this correspon-
dent could not know identity of
the PCJSS activist as of filing of
the reportyesterday evening.

GE S G B WA WALSTE A, I (REra «S
EO 2T RN oo 7 M Wo () WU AENTH (e 9%
o™ FreM fRawge (Registered) Bfaom a1 we D™ wel
= @S TR Bfeen e 11 e 71 oM Bifees e
#favz fare Mfae 71| 471 wo(2) (The Medical & Dental Council

(Amendment) Ordinance, 2008) "Whoever, after the date fixed by
nofification on the official Gazette by the council in this behalf,
contravenes the provision of sub-section (1), shall be punishable
with fine which may extend to Taka fifty thousand, or with
imprisonment of a term which may extend to two year, or with botn.”

s | g (asRRe/fRfegs R gz fRramm
aftren GBED) Feare SHfSfE @ FEHT
frafes 26uR &= ST T120SE |

3| Wzt frafee 23umes (Registered) Sramia cfewh ™
WM g9 w4 gEarme (Uptodate) <31 &= STHICA]
AT | '

o | FRET 9T 0 Frvw, THAAre™ ¢ FfReNE e
fBfrers /s Biecm R aqmeE FEAwE e F4
IBTeE (@, T AP I Hew e ud
G 7 TR Feme @2 v wtera @ e
zA |

8 | sam fagge (Registered) ffFende 2 30 wafte
71 uf3rere ¢4, Sz & Prescription Pad G BMADC
Registration Number =r@=i% Brgd Faw 43¢ fe ferer
GuR/tEm QETheR AW 97 AT 39 Aared
FTa ATEITE LTI S AT 1A AR 97190 €1
o 72 A T |

AT Giferen as Eom FEEFm
Soo, #EW W TeEm 3 Fad
(b femaTR), UT%l-S000 |
ATH-B2 G2, 15U D
BIA-rro--dEEE LY
E-mail: bmdc_mh@bangla.net
Web: www.bmdc org.bd

TEXTBOOKS CRISIS IN SYLHET

Study of school
students hampered

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Sylhet

Over three weeks into the
start of the academic session,
most of the high school stu-
dents in the region are yet to
get their textbooks.

Insufficient number of
books that are found in mar-
kets are selling at higher
prices than government-
fixed rates, said guardians.
Besides, quality of paper and
printing is also far below the
official standard.

“I got only three out of 14
textbooks for my son reading
in class IX. I bought the books
at much higher prices than
the government-fixed rates.
Besides, sellers have com-
pelled me to buy guide
books,” said Ataur Rahman,
father of a class IX student of
Sylhet Government Pilot High
School.

“My son has become frus-
trated failing to get all of his

textbooks quite a few daysy

after start of his classes,” he
sald,

Sayeeda Akhtar, mother of
4 class VII student of Kishori
Mohan Girls' High School,
said, “Crisis of textbooks is a

regular phenomenon every
year. This is due to indiffer-
ence of the authorities con-
cerned.”

The general secretary of
Sylhet unit of Bangladesh
Book Publishers and Sellers
Association, Khalilur
Rahman said, “Publishers are
supposed to sell books 1o
wholesale buyers with 22.5
per cent commission. But
wholesalers are compelled to
procure books at only 5 to 10
per cent commission, This 1s
why many booksellers are
realising extra money from
buyers while some others sell
guide books to them.”

“Publishers have so far
supplied only 25 to 30 per
cent books of three subjects
of four classes (VI to 1X) to
whole-sellers. They have
failed to supply rest of the
books on time to meet the
greatdemand,” he said.

Several sellers requesting
anonymity said publishers
had created the artificial
crisis of textbooks through
syndication to make windfall
profit.

They urged the authorities
concerned to take immediate
measures in this regard.

Partial list of
unofficially
elected UZ
chairmen

BARISAL

Barisal Sadar upazila -- Kotwali
BNP president Akkas Hossain,
Gournadi upazila -- Shah Alam
(AL), Agoiljhara -- Golam
Murtaza Khan (rebel AL),
Babugan) -- Sultan Ahmed Khan
(BNP), Banaripara -- Golam
Faruk (rebel AL), Uzirpur --
Kalam Azad Badal (JSD).
Hizla -~ Sultan Mahmud Tipu
(AL) Muladi -- Sattar Khan
(BNP), Mehendiganj -- Maher
Hossain (AL), Bakerganj --
Shamsul Alarm Chunnu (AL)
SUNAMGAN]

Dharmapasha -- Abdul Awal
(AL), Shulla -- Aboni Mohan Das
(AL), Biswambharpur --Tofazzal
Hossain (AL) and Jagonnathpur -
-Akmal Hossain (AL).

Derai -- Abdul Quddus
(BNP), Dakshin Sunamgan] --
Faruque Ahmed (BNP), Tahirpur
- Anisul Haque (BNP) and
Chhatak -- Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury (BNP).

Doarabazar -- Abdul Quddus
(Jamaat), Sunamganj Sadar --
Dewan Zainul Zaker (independ-
ent). Zamalganj-- AL

HABIGAN]

Madhabpur -- Zakir Hussain
Chawdhury (AL), Chunarughat -
- Abdul Quadir Laskar (AL),
Nabiganj -- Dewan Golam
Sarwar Hadi Gazi (JSD-Inu),
Lakhai -- Rafique Ahmed (AL),
Bahubal -- Abdul Quadir
Chawdhury (AL), Baniachang --
Igbal Hussain (AL), Azmiriganj --
Musharraf Hussin Mohan (AL),
Habiganj Sadar -- Syed Ahmadul
Haque (independent).
JHENIDAH

Jhenidah Sadar -- Kanak Kanti
Das (AL), Moheshpur -- Moyez
Uddin Hamid (AL),
Kotchandpur -- Nasir Uddin
Kalu (AL), Kaliganj -- Md
Anwarul Azim Anar (AL),

Shailkupa -- Md Nayeb Ali
Joarder (AL), Harinakundo -- Md
Motahar Hossain (Jamaat).
MANIKGAN]

Manikganj Sadar -- Md Ataur
Rahman Ata (BNP), Satuna --
Abdul Mojid (AL), Ghior -- Afzal
Hossain Khan Joki (JSD),
Daulatpur -- Abdul Kader (AL),
Harirampur -- Dewan Saidur
Rahman (AL), Shivalaya -- Abdur
Rahim Khan (Jaker Party),

-Singair -~ Mushfigur Rahman

Khan Hannan (independent): '
LALMONIRHAT
Lalmonirhat Sadar -- Nazrul
Haque Patwary Bhola (AL rebel),
Aditmari -- Sirajul Haque (AL),
Kaligan) -- Nuruzzaman
Ahamed (AL), Hatibandha --
Bodiuzzaman Velu (AL rebel),
Patgram -- Ruhul Amin Babul
(AL)
SIRAJGAN]
Sirajganj Sadar--A M Golam
Kibria (AL), Kazipur--
Mozammel Haque Sarker(AL)
Ullapara --Jahedul Haque
(AL), Shahzadpur-- Hasibur
Rahman Swapon (AL) Raigan] ---
A B M Abdus Sattar
(Jamaat),Tarash-- Gazi M M
Amzad Hossain Milon (AL)
NAYANGAN]
Narayanganj Sadar -- Advocate
Abul Kalam Azad (BNP),
BandarAtaur Rahman Mukul
(BNP), SonargaonMosharraf
Hossain (AL), ArihazarShajalal
Miah (AL)
CHANDPUR
Chandpur Sadar---Yousuf Gaz
(AL), KachuaMd Ayub Ali
Patwary (AL),Matlab
UttarMizanur Rahman (AL),
Matlab DakkhinAbdus Sakkur
Patwary, SharastiMd Delwar
Hossain (BNP), HajiganjProf
Abdur Rashid (AL), FariganjHaji
Mohammad (BNP)
MADARIPUR
Madaripur Sadar--Pavelur
Rahman Rahman Shafik Khan
(AL), RajoirAl Amin Mollah (AL)
Shibchar--Rezaul Karim
Talukder (AL) Kalkini--Mir
Golam Faruk (AL)
PABNA
Pabna Sadar--Mosharraf
Hossain (AL), Chat-
moharAdvocate Shamsuddin
Khabir (AL), VanguraMd Baki
Billah (AL), Faridpurjahurul
Islam Baku (BNP), Atghoria
Eshrat Ali (AL rebel),
SujanagarAhmed Firoz Kabir
(AL) IshwardiNuruzzaman
Biswas (AL), BeraAzizul Arzu
(AL), SantiaNizam Uddin
NATORE
Natore Sadar--Shafiqul Islam
(AL), LalpurAbdur Razzak
Master (BNP) Bagati-
paraNowshad Ali Badsha (BNP),
BaraigramSanaullah Nur Babu
(BNP), GurudaspurEmdadul
Haq Mohammad Ali (AL rebel)
SingdaMizanur Rahman (Work-
ers Party)
SYLHET
Companiganj--Taiyebur
Rahman (AL), Balagan)--
Mostaqur Rahman Mofur (AL)
Beanibazar--Abdul Khalique
Mayon (AL), Golapganj--Igbal
Ahmed Chowdhury
(AL),Kanaigaht-- Ashique
Chowdhury (BNP),
Gowainghat--Abdul Hakim
Chowdhury, Fenchuuganj--
Saifullah Al Hossain, Dakkhin
Surma--Maulana Lokman
Ahmed, Zaintapur--Zainal
Abedin, ZakiganjShabbirAhmed
(JP) Biswanath-- Muhibur
Rahman, (ALrebel).

NATIONAL
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Planning Minister AK Khondaker and Rajshahi Mayor AHM Khalruzzaman Liton lead a colourful procession
as atwo-day programme marking the 180th anniversary of Rajshahi Collegiate School started yesterday.

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangpur

Academic activities at the
newly established Rangpur
University have been stopped
following issuance of a gov-
ernment circular.

The ministry of education
onJanuary 14 issued a circular,
suspending recruitment of
teachers and employees at all
public universities of the
country.

Earlier, Rangpur University
authorities had announced to
start classes in six departments
under three units from January
28. Admission test were held
under the three units on
November 30 last year.

About 19,000 admission
seekers vied for 300 seats in six

departments--- Bangla,
English, Economics, Business
Administration, Mathematics
and Computer Science and
Engineering. The university
authorities also completed all
admission formalities.
Academic activities of the
university were supposed to
begin temporarily at Rangpur
Teachers' Training College
(TTC). Advertisements were
also published in national
dailies for recruitment of
teachers and employees, but
the process came to a halt due
to the official circular.
Fulfilling the long-felt
demand of the people of
Rangpur, former caretaker
government in its cabinet
meeting in February last year
decided to set up a university

Academic activities at Rangpur °
University stopped

Govt suspends teachers' recruitment
at public universities

in Rangpur and promulgated
necessary laws in this regard.

[t (caretaker government)
acquired 75 acres of land of
Rangpur Carmichael College
for the purpose and appointed
Prof Dr Lutfur Rahman of
Dhaka University as vice
chancellor of the universiry.

Rangpur University
Implementation
Coordinating Commitee
urged the government to
withdraw the order so that the
newly established university
can startits functioning.

Rangpur University
Implementation Coordinating
Commitee Covener Dr
Muhammad Rezaul Haq said
the official circular will keep
less impact on other universi-
ties of the country.
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