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Three-day ‘Bomang Raj Punha’ to
begin from February 5

like livestock and liquor for the chief in
accordance with tradition.

A total of 109 'mouza’ are under the
Bomang Circle.

The 'Raj Punha' has other attractions
too. 'Mela' (fairs) held on the occasion
include ‘jatra-pala’, circus, puppet show
and stage plays.

“The intention of 'Raj Punha' is to
uphold the age-old tradition of the
Bomang dynasty. I don't hold this festival
for monetary profits,” said Bomang Chief
Aungsoi Prue Chowdhury,

The tradition of 'Raj Punha' is
observed by people of two other circles --
Chakma Circle in Rangmati and Mong
Circle in Khagrachhari. However, the
chiefs of those circles have not held the
festivalin recentyears.

SHANTIMOY CHAKMA, back from

Bandarban

-----------------------------------------------------------

The traditonal 'Bomang Ra) Punha'
celebrated by the Bomang Circle will start
from February 5 in the hill town of
Bandarban. Aungsoi Prue Chowdhury,
94, chief of the Bomang Circle, made the
announcement at a press conference
held recentlyathis palace in Bandarban.

The 11th instalment of 'Raj Punha’, a
113-year old tradition, will continue till
February 7 at the Rajbari compound in
the town.

Every year a large number of people
from Bandarban and adjacent areas
gatherin the town to attend the festival.

According to traditions, the Bomang
Raja or chief collects taxes from the

‘headmen’' (‘'mouza’ chiefs) and 'karbari' According to the Bomang Chief, the S‘hﬂk{)l-c Phuralo Bhabnagulo
(village chiefs) at the royal function. royal family settled in Bandarban town in anlu album Df}lablndra Sangeet by Solo album featuring
Indigenous men mostly Jhum’ farmers 1727, He along with family members f’.'“y':ﬁd Hasan F‘il_)u Rakib

Source: Laser Vision Source: Chiroharith

pay annual taxes to their respective moved to Bandarban from the kingdom
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