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Lanka troops kill 30
civilians in 'safe zone'

Seize rebel command centre

AP, AFP, Colombo

groups are increasingly concerned about the

The Sri Lankan military shelled a village and a
makeshift hospital inside a government-
declared "safe zone" for civilians in the north
yesterday, Killing at least 30 people and injuring
scores of others, local health officials and a

rebel-linked Web site said.

The military denied hitting the hospital and
said it was taking precautions to protect civil-
1ans. The TamilNet Web site said at least 66
civilians had been killed by government shell-

ing since Tuesday.

Human rights groups have accused the
rebels of forcing civilians to stay in the area to
actas human shields acharge therebels deny.

Meanwhile, the military announced the
capture ol a building the rebels had used as
their main operations centre in their fight

againstthe advancing army.

With the government's offensive against the
lamil Tigers escalating, international aid

safety of the hundreds of thousands of civilians
reportedly living inside the shrinking pocket of
rebel-held territory in the northeast.

Security forces found brieling rooms con-
taning detailed maps at the facility in .”w
district of Mullaituivu, where the Liberation

ligers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) have been penned

in after a series of battlefield defeats.

"We have captured the main LTTE com-
mand centre in Dharmapuram,” army Spokes-
man Udaya Nanayakkara said, adding that

troops were conducting clearance operatons

in the area.

He said soldiers also found a communica-
tions room within the complex, but the guerril-
las had dismantled the equipment and
removed itas troops moved in on Wednesday.

“We think it is a very significant place

because they had maps of our brigade-level

camps,” Nanayakkara said. "This must have
been akeycentre theyused.”

NATO chief praises Pakistan's
fight against extremism

AFP, Islamabad

Nato Secretary General Jaap de
Hoop Scheffer held talks with
Pakistani President Asif Ali
Zardariin Islamabad vesterday
on the regional situation and
security along the Afghan
border, officials said.

The talks were focused on
"border security, Nato sup-
plies, (and the) general
regional situation,” a presiden-
tial aide told AFP.

[he government has always
stressed that "a secure and
stable Afghanistan is vital to
Pakistan, " the aide said.

A foreign ministry official
said that de Hoop Schefter is
also expecred to meet Pnme
Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani,
Foreign Minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi and
Defence Minister Ahmed
Mukhtar.

US and Nato officials say
Pakistan's rugged northwest
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tribal belt has become a safe
haven for militants linked to
the Taliban and Al-Qaeda who
fled from neighbouring
Afghanistan after the 2001 US-
led invasion.

Nato leads the International
Security Assistance Force
(ISAF), made up of more than
51,000 troops from nearly 40
countries, which is assisting

Afghan government forces in

the fight against an escalating
[aliban-led insurgency.
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PHOTO: AFP

This picture taken on December 10, 2008 shows cholera victims laying in a hospital ward at the Budiriro
Polyclinic in Harare. The cholera death toll in Zimbabwe has soared to 2,755, with 48,623 people sus-
pected to be infected, according to latest World Health Organization statistics published yesterday.
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US, Afghan forces
kill 30 insurgents

Ap, AFP, Kabul

Afghan and international
forces said yesterday they had
killed around 30 militants in
Afghanistan, 22 of them in
Nato air strikes after a patrol
was attacked near the Pakistan
border.

Separately, US coalition
troops killed eight Taliban
fighters during a raid on mili
tants blamed for roadside
bomb attacks in southern
Afehanistan, a coalition state-
mentsaid

'he fighting comes at a
time when the US and Nato
and Afghan troops are trying
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to turn the tide against the
laliban<led violence, which
was atan all-time high in 2008
with insurgent attacks up 30
percent from the year before.
Militants have turned the
lawless tribal region between
Afghanistan and Pakistan
Into a sanctuary from which
they launch attacks in both
counitries.

Nato Secretary-General
Jaap de Hoop Scheffer,
speaking in neighboring
Pakistan, said the new
troops will take the fight to

places where it was not, o
insutficiently,
till now.
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Indian parties mull over future allegiances

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA,
New Delhi

With elections to Lok Sabha
round the corner, it is tme lor
political allegiances and loyal-
ries to shift.

In North India’s key state of
Uttar Pradesh, which sends the
largest number 80 members to
Lok Sabha, former senior BJP
leader Kalyan Singh not only
quit the party but announced
he would campaign for
Samajwadi Party (SP) led by
Mulayam Singh Yadav in the
coming parliamentary polls.
Kalyan Singh, former Chiel
Minister of Uttar Pradesh, also
got his son Rajvir Singh to join
Samajwadi Party, which
promptly appointed the latter
asitsgeneral secretan

On the other hand, in south-
e Indian state of Andhra
Pradesh, a crop of regional
parnes Telugum Desam Party,
lelangana Rashtriya Samitiand
Left parties are on the verge of
formalizing an alliance to take
on the state s ruling Congressin
the coming poll. Andhra
Pradesh willwitness parliamen

December 19927

Analysts point out that by
aligning with Kalyan Singh, the
Samajwadi Party is eyeing the
votes of Lodh Rajputcommuruty
to which he belongs. The com-
munity comprises a little less
thanthree per centofthe votesin
Uttar Pradesh and it has tradi-
nonally voted for BJE A shaft in its
allegiance 1s expected to help
Samajwadi Party, analysts say

'he new alignment ol forces
has left India’s ruling Congress
faced with the task of choosing
between Samajwadi Party-
Kalyan Singh alliances or going
italone in Uttar Pradesh

An influental section of
Congress favours a rethink
continuing the alllance with
Samajwadi Party in the wake ol
the latter's te-up with Kalyan
Singh, Congress sources say

Although 1t was a BJP goy
ernment in Uttar Pradesh when
3abnn Mas)jid was demolished
the then federal government ol
Congress headed by late P \
Narasimha Rao was also
accused of I.Hil[‘.l_:_ 1O prevent thi
demolition, analysts say

Several Congress leaders are
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| Party, which has traditnonally
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- Minister when the Babri Mas)id
| was demolished 1n the state In

to Obama. No date for such a vote has been set.

tary polls to 42 seats and elec- wary of the political cost ol
fions to the state legislature having a te up with Samajwadi
simultaneously Party-Kalyan Singh tango
[he question 1in political Congresssources say
circles 1s why has Samajwadi What wall Congress do: wall it
break off the alliance with
Samajwadi Party oroveriook the
latter's te-up with Kalyan Singh
sayingithasdirect ues only with
SP and notwith Kalyan Singh o1
embrace both SP and Kalyan

wooed: Muaslim votes, jmnt’{i
hands with! Kalyare Singh 'who
was the Uttar Pradesh Chief

PHOTO: AFP

This December 1, 2008 file photo shows Susan Rice during a press
- conference at the Hilton Hotel in Chicago. Rice, US President

Barack Obama's nominee to be the US ambassador to the United

| Natiops, won approval Wednesday from the Senate Foreign
- Relations Committee, a panel spokesman said. The move sets the
. stage for the full Senate to vote on the nomination of Rice, who

would become the first African-American woman to hold the job
and would enjoy cabinet rank, meaning she would report directly

singh? It is no doubt a difficult
choice for Congress because
any division of votes among
Congress and SP will only help
Uttar Pradesh’s ruling Bahujan
Sama) Party headed by
Maywati, say analysts

Officially, Congress spokes-
person Jayanthi Natarajan
dodged a question on the possi-
ble fall-out of alliance between
SP and Kalyan Singh saying it
wads too early tocomment.

In Andhra Pradesh, Congress

IS keeping a close watch on the
political developments relatung
to the alliance taking shape
between TDP headed by N
Chandrababu Naidu, TRS led by
former federal minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao and Lef
parties because such ane-up has
the potental to trouble Congress
inthatstate, analystssay

[t is after a break of eight
vears that Chandrasekhar Raois
trying to patch up with TDFE the
party he had quitin 2001 to float

| RS focussing on movement fo
4 separate lelangana state to be
carved outof Andhra Pradesh
I'he TRS had fought the
previous parliamentary polls in
the state in 2004 1n alliance with
Congress and won five of the 42
But TRS withdrew from
Congress-led UPA combine at
the Centre charging Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
government with having not
Lr']ﬂ IIS promise on the

[elanganastatehood issue
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Communications Manager

Katalyst 1s a development project funded by a consortium of international
donors; the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, DFID, CIDA and
the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. It aims to improve the growth
and competitiveness of micro, small and medium enterprises 1n selected sectors.
Katalyst 1s looking for a dynamic, independent, and hardworking professional
who has the vision to contribute to the economic growth of Bangladesh in the
key role of Communications Manager.

Work Experience:

5 years (private sector experience will be a plus)

Major Responsibilities:
Implement the Katalyst communications strategy

Create and maintain Katalyst photo-library

Academic Quality and Competencies:

e University degree or post-graduate qualification or equivalent professional
experience 1n media, journalism, public relations or a related field

Good computer skills

Result oriented and a team player

Fluent in Bangla and English

Develop a corporate style guide (covering written and visual communications)
Manage production of and edit all inputs to website and corporate publications

Organise and manage communications aspects of Katalyst events
Provide training to divisional personnel responsible for communications

Demonstrated understanding of the principles of strategic communications
Practical experience of developing and publishing communications materals
Expernience of working successfully as part of a multi-disciplinary team

Multitasking and able to work independently and make informed decisions

Self motivated and interested to visit project sites within the country
Thinking “out of the box” and designing creative solutions to complex problems

Attractive compensation and benefit packages will be offered to the successful candidate.

Interested candidates are requested to send in their signed resumes, one recent
passport size photograph along with a cover letter elaborating on their
background. The documents need to be addressed to the General Manager,
Katalyst, House #20, Road #6, Baridhara, Dhaka-1212. Telephone inquiries will

not be entertained.

Only short-listed candidates will be contacted for interviews. Last date of
application is February 8, 2009.
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