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Palestinian boys stand on the rubble o
third day, with residents strugglingtoa
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famosque In Jabalia yesterday. Tension eased in Gaza yesterday as a fragile ceasefire entered its
bsorb the devastation caused by Israel's deadly 22-day assault on the territory.

'Arabs unable to agree
on Gaza statement’

" AP, Kuwait City

Arab countries have been unable to agree
on a unified statement about the Gaza
Strip following Israel's devastating three-
week offensive, Iraq's foreign minister
said Tuesday at the end of an economic
summitdominated by Gaza.

The crisis in Gaza has divided Arab
countries into two camps - one support-
ing Hamas' hard-liners, the other hoping
to lure the Palestinian militant group
toward more moderation. The political
division could affect the stability of the
fragile cease-fire In Gaza, which was in its
third dayTuesday.

"Unfortunately, we didn't reach a final
result because of time limits and because
some are entrenched in their positions,” Lragi
Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari told state-
owned Kuwait Television at the end of a two-
dayArab Economic summitin Kuwait.

He did not name any countries, but
stressed that "everybody has to make
concessions” and efforts were still ongo-
ing to reach agreement.

Zebari's comments come a day after
Saudi King Abdullah urged the deeply

divided Arab countries to end their rift
and warned Israel that an Arab peace
initiative proposed by Saudi Arabia would
notremainon the table forever.

The king, who along with Egypt have
been pressuring Hamas to be more mod-
erate, even invited his Arab rivals - the
leaders of Syria and Qatar - to lunch athis
Kuwaitresidence,

Following the meal, Qatar's prime
minister expressed optimism that both
camps could work together, and local
media praised the gathering as a historic
“Arab reconciliation.”

But Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak
took a veiled swipe at Syria by criticizing
Iran's ties with some Arab leaders - indicat-
ing that the two sides were still divided. The
Persian country and the Lebanese militant
group Hezbollah are two of Hamas' main
backers and both have strong relations
with Syria.

Egypt and Saudi Arabia, both staunch
US allies, initially blamed Hamas for the
Gaza crisis. Later, as the Gaza death toll
increased and public pressure in the Arab
world to support Hamas mounted, the
two Arab powerhouses shifted their
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accusations toward Israel.

More than 1,250 Palestinians and 13
Israelis have been killed during three
weeks of combat in Gaza, which Israel
said it launched to halt Hamas rocket fire.

But the divisions between Arab coun-
tries grew deeper last week when Qatar
hosted a summit on Gaza. Egypt and Saudi
Arabia led a boycott of the gathering,
which Qatar had called to take a united
stance on Gaza but ended up being domi-
nated by supporters of Hamas.

The two sides also are divided about
what should be done with the Arab peace
initiative - first proposed by Saudi Arabia
in 2002 and relaunched in March 2007.

At the summit in Qatar, Syria called for
putting the peace initiative on hold - a
more radical position than the one out-
lined by Abdullah on Monday.

The Arab peace initiative offers Israel
collective Arab recognition in exchange
for Israeli withdrawal from territory it
occupied during the 1967 Mideast war,
the establishment of an independent
Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as
its capital and a just solution to the prob-
lem of Palestinian refugees.

Gazans see little hope for
change under Obama

AFP, Gaza City

As they clean up the rubble of
Israel's deadliest war on their
coastal strip, Gazans hold out
little hope that new US presi-
dent Barack Obama can bring
change to the cycle of vio-
lence.

The tide of global hope that
has surged with Obama's
arrival has not washed over
Gaza, where 1,300
Palestinians died, more than
400 of them children, and
5.000 were wounded in Israel’s
22-day offensive that only
ended on Sunday.

"Obama won't bring my
husband back to life," said
Leila Khalil.

"He was martyred and left
me with six children to feed on
my own. And Obama won't
repair our house that was
damagedin the (air) raids.’

Palestinians across the
battered city voice the same

anguish as 42-year-old Khalil,
who Jost her husband on
January 6 when Israeli bombs
fell on a school in the north of
the Gaza Strip.

For Khalil, Obama, who
was to be inaugurated as the
44th president of the United
States later on Tuesday, will
not alter the historically pro-
Israel US policy on the Middle
East.

"No one cares aboutus,” she
said. "If we can't even count on
Arab presidents, what can we
hope for from an Amerncan
president when they've always
supported Israel?”

Samih Zouhdi, who works
in a bank, agrees.

"No American president
will compensate us for our
losses from the war nor
ressuscitate the martyrs nor
heal the amputated nor

. rebuild the homes. that have
‘ been restored,” said the 53-

year-old.

Kalyan Singh
quits BJP

PTI, Lucknow

BJP Vice President and former
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Kalyan Singh today quit the
BJE resigning from all party
posts, saying he was feeling
"neglected” in the party.

Inaletter to party president
Rajnath Singh, the 76-year-old
leader, who has been sulking
over various issues, said he
was feeling "unhappy” but
could not compromise by
continuingin the party.

He also told Rajnath Singh
that he was returning the Etah
Parliamentary seat for which he
was nominated by the party for
the coming Lok Sabha elections.

Kalyan Singh, who had met
Samajwadi Party leader
Mulayam Singh Yadav on
Sunday, had attacked the party
last week on various issues.

Nesterday, Mulayam. Singh.
‘offeret’a Lok Sabliy sedtfor s
| sonRajveér Singh b SP téket

Hundredé of millions
needed for Gaza: UN

AP, United Nations

Hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in humanitarian aid will
be needed immediately to
help Gaza's 1.4 million people
and billions of dollars will be
required to rebuild its shat-
tered buildings and infra-
structure, the UN humanitar-
jan chief said Monday.

John Holmes said some
neighbourhoods have been
almost totally destroyed, there
are huge medical and food
needs, sewage is flowing In
some streets, and unexploded
ordnance is posing a big prob-
lem.

While 100,000 people had
their running water restored
on Sunday, 400,000 still have
no water, electricity is avail-
able for less than half the day,
and ;100,000 peoplesare dis-
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Holmes said? *

,Holmes said he-covidn igive
exuct fl fﬁmi the AsSess:
mérits arecompleted.

"It may not be very clear
who actually won this conflict,
if such a concept means any-
thing in Gaza, but I think it's
pretty clear who lost and that
was the civilian population of
Gaza..." Holmes told reporters
at UN headquarters.

UN Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon said over the week-
end that he was sending a UN
team: to assess the humanitar-
ian needs and wanted a report
in 10 days so the UN can issue
an emergency appeal for
funds.

Speaking to reporters at
UN headquarters, Holmes
said UN staff in Gaza are
already trying "to find out as
much as they can about how
great the damage is and how
greattheneedsare.’

Asked to estimate the costs,
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Pakistan Premier Yousuf Raza Gilani (R) talks to David Petraeus, the US commander for southwest
Asia during a meeting at the Prime Minister's House inIslamabad yesterday.

Pakistan warns Petraeus
over missile strikes

Pak troops kill 22 militants near Afghan border

AFP, AP, [slamabad

Pakistan yesterday expressed
concem to key ally the United
States over missile attacks
against Islamist militants on its
soil, ahead of an anticipated
surge of US troops into neigh-
bouring Afghanistan.

President Asif Ali Zardariand
army chief General Ashfaq
Kayani outlined Pakistan's
position intalks with the visiting
David Petraeus, the US com-
mander for southwest Asia, said
a Pakistani official.

Incoming US president
Barack Obama, who was to be
inaugurated in Washington just

hours later, has identified bat-
tling al-Qaeda and Taliban
militants in neighbouring
Afghanistan one of his adminis-
tration's priorities.

Yet a more aggressive US
strategy is likely to further
antagonise Pakistan, a conser-
vative Muslim country that has
reacted angrily to dozens of
suspected US missile strikes on
its northwestsince August.

Pakistan sought to relay its
concerns to the US about a
domestic backlash against the
weak civilian government
caused by the missile strikes,
believed to be the work of
unmanned drones from the

Central Intelligence Agency.

Meanwhile, Pakistani troops
backed by war planes and
helicopter gunships on Tuesday
killed 22 militants in a major
offensive against insurgents
near the Afghan border, security
officials said.

"We have launched a major
operation in Mohmand district
early this momning," a paramili-
tary force official told AFE.

Earlier suspected Taliban
militants killed six alleged US
spies in a lawless region of
northwest Pakistan where US
missile attacks have targeted al-
Qaeda hideouts, police said
Tuesday.

Five cops, 22 militants

Thai demonstrators burn a US flag and chant slogans during an
antidsraeli and anti4US protest in support of Gaza inthe southern '
Pattani province yesterday. |

16 killed as
troops, Tigers
lock horns

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's navy yesterday
destroyed four Tamil Tiger boats
and killed 16 guerrillas trying to
escape as government soldiers
close in on the rebels’ lastbase in
the northeast, the military said.

Officials said the pre-dawn
naval battle erupted in waters off
Mullaittivu, a jungle and lagoon
area and the last town in Sn
Lanka still in the hands of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE).

A naval blockade has been
stepped up to prevent any rebel
leaders from leaving the coun-
try. On the ground, government
forces claim they have the
Mullaittivu area surrounded.

Reeling under the military's
biggest ground, air and sea
offensive in more than three
decades of fighting, the Tigers
have seen their territory rapidly
shrink,  with their political
{ 2apital Kilidochchi faling ear-
lierthis month. ¥ o
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killed in Afghanistan Begin your life with us ...

Hamid Group is a conglomerate of companies engaged in businesses in
real estate, garments, trading, import-export, general merchant and supply.
The Group has some vacant positions in some of its component companies.
The qualities we prefer the recruits in all the positions should have are good
education not below a Bachelor degree from a recognized university ,
well manner, young ( within 30 years of age; relaxation indicated
below), smart and good-looking, good health, amicable disposition, 3-
years' experience in related field of work (except where relaxation
shown in this ad), computer literacy, good command in English and
pleasing personality. The openings are :

Executive Director: 1. To head the work force of a real estate company
* with focus and concentration on the company’s apartment and land projects,
and goad a group of young and spirited officers engaged in sales and
promotion drive; prescribe under approval policy and strategy guidelines to

AFP, Kabul

Suspected insurgents killed
five Afghan policemen, said
officials on Tuesday, as the US-
led coalition announced its
forces had killed 22 militants
in operations against extrem-
ist networks.

Explosives mounted on a
bicycle blew up Tuesday in the
centre of the southern city of
Kandahar as a police vehicle
passed by, witnesses said.

"Two policemen were
killed, one policeman and a
civilian have been wounded,”
said the provincial govern-
ment spokesman, Zalmai
Ayobi.

There was no claim of
responsibility. The city has
previously come under attack
by Taliban insurgents, who

swept into government in |
1996 before being ousted five |
years later by the 2001 US-led
INnvaslion.

Three more policemen
were killed in remote north-
western Afghanistan when the |
Taliban stormed a police post |
late Monday, officials said. |

Another eight policemen |
were kidnapped in the attack, |
Badghis province deputy |
governor Abdul Ghani Sabir 'I
told AFP. He had no informa-
tion about casualties among }

|
[

the attackers.

The US-led coalition, |
which is helping the Afghan |
government fight insurgents, |
said its soldiers had killed 22 |
militants, including two |
Taliban commanders, in
various operations on |
Monday.

Afghan President Hamid Karzal speaks during the opening ses-
sion of parliament in Kabul yesterday. Karzai on Tuesday accused |
his Western allies of not doing enough to stop civilian deaths in |
the "war on terror" or of cutting opium production in areas |

patrolled by foreign troops.
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NEWS ANALYSIS

No real winners in Gaza war

AFP, Jerusalem

more than 1,300 dead and 5,000 wounded.

(srael dealt a heavy blow to Hamas militants in the
Gaza Strip, but now faces political uncertainty on the
back of a Palestinian humanitarian disaster, analysts

said on Monday.

“The conflict has fed the cult of hatred and ven-
geance," warned palestinian academic Mahdi

Abdul-Had\.

“In the end there are no victors," he said referring
to proclamations of victory from both Hamas and
Israelileaders as the guns fell silent.

“The Palestinians are the losers,"” and not just with

A political solution to
much further off today,
Palestinian Academic Society
International Affairs.

Israel's Operation Cast Lead followed Hamas's
b in Gaza and has, said Abdul-
back by decades, to when

June 2007 power-gra
Hadi, "set the Palestinians
the Palestinian question was considered a refugee
drama and notanational problem,” as it had become
recently.

"We are hea

the Palestinian question is
said the founder of the
for the Study of

ding into a situation where the real
power in Gaza lies with the United Nations office for

refugees (UNRWA)," he lamented. |

Today, neither the Islamist movement Hamas nor |
its bitter rivals in the Palestinian Authority led by |
Mahmud Abbas is in a position to administer Gaza,

said Abdul-Hadi.

' The political and geographic divide between Gaza |
and the Israeli-occupied West Bank, to which Abbas's
writ is now effectively confined, is now "cata-
strophic” for Palestinian unity, he said.

But Israel too faces a future without hope for
peaceon the ruins of Gaza, he added.

Israeli military analysts are more optimisticifstill GROUP
uncertain about the future.

HAMID

boost up the business and achi
everyday work progress; report on
the Company to the Chairman. It's
wise and prompt action and a superb

eve desired goal; supervise and monitor
operational, financial and legal activities of
a key position demanding of the incumbent

leadership capability. Age : 45 years max.

Executive Secretary (for Chairman): 1. To work in Chairman's
Secretariat looking after all his appointments-schedules and tinerary,

manage the front desk of his ©

fice, arrange meetings- confergnces-

discussion sessions with visitors and dignitaries, keep minutes of meetings,
coordinate among internal and external communications, any other tasks
and jobs assigned. Well-experienced candidate for the job is preferred.

Accounts (Executive Officer): 1. To work in factory office of a sweater
manufacturing industry. Principal responsibility includes, inter alia, calculation of
workers' wages on production basis, sundry expenses, projection of profit and

loss. maintenance of books of acco

unts, preparation of Balance Sheel, audit

facing, etc. Neatness and accuracy in figure works is a must.

IT (Helpdesk Officer) :

2 To look after, maintain, handle problems

and trouble-shooting of a big number of PCs at four different locations
" (Banani, Paribagh, Fatullah, Ashutia:Dhour), connected with cable and

wireless devices. To ensure Smoo

th function of installed software and keep

liaison with software company. Experience min 2 years.

HRD (Officer):

individual service

1. To keep record of employees’ activities and maintain
file, deal with prumotions-punishment—recruutment-

incentives-postings and transfers, leave, company properties and assets.

Front Desk (Officer): 2. To attend the front desk jobs, promote company
image by pleasing presen ation and answer to phone calls, receive and distnbute

daily mails and messages.

Teller/Cashier : 2. To work principally for, inter alia, payment of bills
and vouchers and handle petty cash : preparation and balancing of daily
payment register, paid voucher register, refund of the balance to main cash
at the close of everyday payment, and help others in maintaining the
registers and records in Cash Department.

Each application must enclose (i) two recent PP size pholos, (ii) Iegil:_lle
photo copy of all educational and professional certificates, (iii) complete bio-
data and contact number. Post applied for is to be boldly wntten at the top

left corner of the envelop.

Incomplete application will be straightway rejected. Only short-listed persons
~ will be called for interview; date, time and place of which will be informed in
due course. No TA/DA for the interview will be allowed. Applicants should
mention present gross salary and indicate the expected pay. Persuasion in
any manner will render the applicant disqualified. Salary is negotiable within
the scale of pay in the grade for suitable deserving candidate. Female
candidates are encourag%d 5% Saply. Application must reach the address

below within January

Director
v Hamid Group

Priyo Prangon Tower (13" floor)

19 Kemal Ataturk Avenue,
Banani, Dhaka 1213

email : rumana@hamidgroup.org
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