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FROM CRAZY TO OBSCENE

City increase Kaka bid
mFootbaﬂl

AFP, London

million dollars) aseason. ‘
*This is a delicate moment. There is an offer

from Manchester City for Kaka and Milan are

considering it," Milan TV presenter Mauro

AC Milan's Brazilian star Kaka will Monday
examine the megadeal which Premiership big-
spenders Manchester City are dangling in front
of him before deciding if he wants to make the
most expensive move in footballing history,

The Times reported on Friday.

A day after the Italians said Kaka could talk
to City, who are offering a deal worth up to 150
million euros - around a fifth of that for agents’
fees - the report suggested the 26-year-old
wanted a clause inserted that he could leave at
the end of next season if the club failed to qual-

ify for the Champions League.

City manager Mark Hughes meanwhile
confirmed that negotiations were still under
way after Milan revealed on Thursday that they

tolet him go.

Suma said, but added the club had not agreed

Also Thursday, Italian sports daily Gazzetta
dello Sport claimed Milan had given City per-
mission to talk to Kaka next Tuesday with City
representative and notorious [ranian-born

agent Kia Joorabchian making contact with

Kaka's father and agent Bosco.

Kaka himself was quoted as saying that he
was happy to stay at AC Milan if the club did not
want to sell him, but he has given every indica-
tion in the past that he would love to play in the
English Premiership atsomestage in his career.

However, his spokesman Diogo Kotscho
said moneywould notbe the deciding factor.

Various British media reports Friday indi-

WHY KAKA MIGHT
MOVE...

(1) Kaka and fellow Brazilian
Ronaldinho, signed last summer
from Barcelona, have not gelled as
twin three-quarter players behind
the striker in coach Carlo Ancelott's
favoured 4-3-2-1 formation;

(2) Milan want to bring back the 22-
year-old Yoann Gourcuff, who Is on
loan to Bordeaux, and plan to play
him in Kaka's role; |

(3) Milan intend to extend David
Beckham's contract through to 2010
and wan! to use the Englishman in a
more advanced role,

(4) Kaka s no longer the golden boy
at Milan, the mantle having passed
to Brazilian striker Alexandre Pato
and the tactical approach will be
about getting the ball to him as

quickly as possible.

Rafa rejects
new deal

Elena takes Sydney title

lg a Tennis

AFP, Sydney

Elena Dementieva will head
into next week's Australian
Open riding on a wave of 10
straight wins this year after
downing Dinara Safina in an
all-Russian final at the Sydney
WTA International Friday.

The world number four
finished strongly to register a
6-3, 2-6, 6-1 win for her 13th
career WTA title.

Dementieva, 27, the Beijing
Olympics gold medallist,
levelled her head-to-head
record at 5-5 with world num-
ber three Safina.

She will head to Melbourne
for the first grand slam tourna-
ment of the year buoyed by a

winning momentum after

had received a "colossal’ bid from City and said cated that City's wealthy Arab owners were - |
t;e}:,ﬁﬂdmug:ﬁ‘:_ ; = cunﬁdent}hei:nfferwﬂlbe acpepted. : ;uﬁ::im;eﬂfe tﬁﬁ:ﬂ‘;ﬁ
Mediaset, the TV company founded by According to The Guardian, Hughes has | AFP, Liverpool hervictoryover Safina.

Milan owner Silvio Berlusconi, claimed City
had bid 150 million euros (197.5 million dol-
lars) for the former World Player of the Year and
offered him a salary of 15 million euros (19.8

already drawn up a new 4-1-4-1 formation to
accommodate former world player of the year
Kaka for a potential debut as early as January 28
when City face Newcastle.

Injury trouble for MU

AFP, London

not be going
| better for
e Manchester
United, a sudden flurry of
injuries threatens to derail the
champions' drive for a third
straight Premier League title.
Sir Alex Ferguson's side
head for Bolton on Saturday

BARCIAYS

hailed Vidic's outstanding

Serb.
Rooney's absence should

give Carlos Tevez the chance
to convince Ferguson that
United should come up with
the funds required to extend
his current loan deal beyond
the end of this season and
prevent the disgruntled

throws, will provide another

prove when they visit Hull,
shock 2-1 winners when they
made their first top flight
appearance at the Emirates
earlier in the season.
Thatsetback was takenas a
sign that Arsenal were unlikely
to mount a credible title chal-
lenge this season and they

Liverpool manager Rafael
Benitez has rejected the terms
of a new contract offer with
the English Premiership lead-
ers, the Liverpool Echo
reported on Friday.

Benitez explained he
wanted a new deal to give him
more control over football
matters instead of having to
answer to a club chief execu-

issue, had informed American
owners Tom Hicks and George
Gillett.

"The owners feel that the
manager's decisions need to
be subject to the chief execu-
tive. But I know that [ am
subject to results and to our
fans and they are the best
judges I will ever have,”

PHOTO: AFP

Elena Dementieva of Russia displays her trophy after defeating compatriot Dinara Safina in the
Sydney International final on Friday.

The Sydney final was a
rematch of last year's Beijing
Olympics gold medal show-
down, when Dementieva beat
Safina, 3-6,7-5, 6-3.

Dementieva, who won the
Auckland WTA tournament
last week, broke Safina in the
seventh game of the opening
set and claimed the set with
anotherservice break.

form as the key to thatrun. testing examination of what- | a But Safina, lifted by a
Just as it "His reading of the game is eversystem Luiz Felipe Scolarl | tve. | . cnqnslde pep Wik from Codch
seemed excellentandheisastoughas optsforthisweekend. The Echo said that Benitez, Zeljko Krajan under the new
things could nails," the Scot said of big Arsenal will have a point to | stressing money was not the WTA rules, came out firing in

the second set, reeling off two
service breaks tolevel the final.
Dementieva took a time
out at the start of the final set
and re-emerged to take
charge, breaking the second
seed three times to claim the
championship.

knowing three points willallow Argentina star from seeking a have been struggling to dispel : -
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with that script, but United will
travel to the Reebok Stadium
without leading man Wayne
Rooney and at least half their
first-choice back four.

Patrice Evra (ankle) and Rio
Ferdinand (back) will both
definitely miss Saturday's
match and Ferguson's defen-
sive headache has been exac-
erbated by the injury suffered
by back-up centreback Jonny
Evans in Wednesday’'s 1-0 win
over Wigan.

With Wes Brown a long-

reopened when Stoke wisit
Stamford Bridge.

Against sides residing in
the lower echelons of English
football's third tier, the Blues
defensive fragility was
exposed once more at
Southend and it is certain that
Stoke, armed with Rory
Delap‘'s bullet-like long

FIXTURES

(1500 GMT unless stated)
Saturday

tum has all but disappeared.

It is widely assumed that if
Arsenal are to get back into
Champions League qualifying
places they will have to rely on
Aston Villa, who are away to
Sunderland on Saturday,
slipping up.

On current form however,
Chelsea, who are only a point
ahead of Villa in third place,
may be easier to eject from the
top four club.

Atthe bottom, the battle for
survival remains as tight as

the club.”

Details of the length of the
contract and the salary offered
to the Liverpool manager have
notbeen announced.

The Spaniard, whose cur-
rent contract runs up until
2010, has been confined to the
stands since surgery for a
kidney stone and will shortly
undergo a third operation.

He is due to enter hospital
for surgery on Wednesday but
hopes to be back in time for
league and FA Cup derbies

revel in the
limelight and
he enjoyed
plenty of it
ahead of his AC Milan debut
last weekend but he has had to
take a backseat behind team-
mate Kaka ahead of this week-
end'svisitof Fiorentina.
Beckham will make his first
appearance for Milan at the
San Siro in a crucial clash that
the Rossoneri must win if they
are to harbour any hopes of
claiming the Serie A title this

opponents who would have
moved above Milan into third
place in the table had they
won at home to lowly Lecce
last weekend.

However their abysmal
offside trap cost them two
goals and a 2-1 defeat and
midfielder Riccardo
Montolivo revealed they are
eagertomake up for that.

"We are going there with
anger and the desire to show
that what you saw against
Lecce wasn't the real

Champions League, where
theywill face Chelsea.

Returning midfielder
Cristiano Zanetti, who could
be in line for his first league
start of the season in the
[talian capital, believes his
team can challenge on all
three fronts.

"Things are going well and
so we shouldn't set any limits
on ourselves. We can go all the
way in all competitions
because we're a strong and
complete team,” he said.

over CataniaonWednesday.

If Juve want to stay in con-
tention with Inter then they
will need to match the results
their two Milanrivals achieved
against Lazio.

Milan beat them 4-1 at the
San Siro while Inter won 3-0 in
Rome and for Juve to demon-
strate they are serious
scudetto challengers a victory
IS a must.

Inter travel to Bergamo to
face Atalanta for whom former

term absentee, club captain | pojon v Manchester Utd, Chelsea |  €Ver with only eight points | againstEverton. season. Fiorentina," he said. "We've haq some impor- ln.ter striker Christian Vien
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emergency centreback and

Sunderdand v Aston Villa, West

West Brom, who will hope to

Manchester City has been

the only way we'll earn some

done a fantastic job. The

trip to struggling Torino with

Ferguson admits he is keeping | promy Middlesbrough escape from the drop zone by Kaka bid more than asimple distraction  pointsistoplayourowngame." whole squad is competitive their midweek match winner
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of more than 100 million
pounds for the Brazilian play-
maker, having paid 32.75
million for Robinho in
September.

The offer for Kaka is a signal
of City's intent and while
Ferguson is still dismissive of
the Eastlands clubs' short-

the nine-point gap to leaders

football nextseason.

Julio Baptista.

Eto'o warns Barca

AFP, Madrid

good thing.”
Depor are enjoying a great

Dutch winger Arjen
Robben has scored in his last

KAKA WORTH
" FOUR F16s

AFP, Rome

o

I Bl B Ba & |

el I W . B BB OB P .

term threat, he is surprised at ‘ . Star striker season lying seventh, five two matches and compari- | § \ianhoster Gity's 197-million-dollar

the level ofinvestment. . Samuel points behind Real Madrid, sons with Messi have been || sor for Braziian superstar Kaka :

neufbox [_" He said: "Ifind it hard to get @ ‘ Eto'o has and will hope to get over their made in the Spanish media. would be 3 world record transfer if :

' | | my head around it to be hon- s  warned midweek Kings Cup exit to "Messi is the best in the the deal was to go through \

est. It's amazing but_fnntbal] is e +ie - Barcelona ggyilla by becoming only the world," said Robben. "Heison | | The fee could also come in useful in .

' , football and sometimes you LFP Cannot gecondteam to defeat Barca adifferentplanet.” other parts of the world. '.

' get Sh.ﬂf:ks and surprises andl L - afford toget the league Sevilla, who reached the |§. |t could buy almost four F16

. -- thinkit's surprised everyone. | caught out by complacency as |
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French striker Sylvain Wiltord (R) poses with his new jersey during a press conference in Marseille on
Thursday after he signed on a six-month loan from Rennes.

_ Calderon steps down

m Football

delegates to get the club's
annual accounts for 2008 and
its budget for 2009 approved

Juande Ramos was made
coach in December and are
preparing to face Liverpool in

~ "I don't think it will affect
us. I just can't get my head
around the figure, it's got
nothing to do with who is
buying and who is selling.”

Ferguson refused to be
drawn into commenting on
reports that his old rival Real
Madrid president Ramon
Calderon has resigned but
said: "Good luck”.

Palacios

they attempt to push their
Spanish title surge into over-
drive.

Barcelona face Deportivo
La Coruna at Camp Nou on
Saturday with a 12-point lead
over Real Madrid and Sevilla.

"We can't afford to rest on
our laurels because we've
thrown away big leads
before," said Eto'o. "We can't
afford to get tired of winning."

Last week, Barcelona were
indebted to Lionel Messi for

Barcelona have equalled the
record points total of 47 for the
first half of the season - set by
Bernd Schuster's Real Madrid
lastseason - and have one game
lefttobetter thatmark.

Schuster is now gone and
his successor Juande Ramos
has started promisingly with
Real, winning their last three
league matches without
concedingagoal.

Real host Osasuna at the
Santiago Bernabeu on

quarterfinals of the Kings
Cup, are level on points with
Real going into Saturday's
home game against
Numancia and can pull three
points clear of the champions
with victory.

Elsewhere, Atletico Madrid
are desperate to keep
Champions League rivals
Sevilla on theirradar - they are
currently five points behind -
but are low on confidence
after four straight defeats,
including a painful Cup exitto

fighters which were priced at 55
million dollars each in 2008.

- It could cover the GDP of a host of
nations. For example, in 2005, the
Cook Islands’s estimated GDP was
183,200,000 dollars, the Marshall
Islands 115,000,000 and Anguilia
108,900,000.

- It could buy as many models of the
world's most expensive car as you
desire. In 2008, the Bugatti Veyron,
at 1,192,057 dollars, was the top-
priced on the market.

- |t could cover the annual
operaling costs of the USS Nimitz,

5 el i : the Champions League gOIHg to keeping theirseason on track. Sul}day. _ Barcelona on Wednesday. the world's most expensive aircraft
St hidad T He fired two club officials knockout stages in February The Argentine, who was 'We ha:vc to continue what Disgruntled Atletico fans carrierin 2006.
adrid president on over the affair on Wednesday andMarch. Spurs pipped by Manchester We¢are doingand seeifwecan g . 4 0t of the Vincente

Calderon stepped down on
Friday following allegations
that he rigged voting at the
club’s last annual general
assembly, which approved its
financial accounts, Spanish
mediareported.

The 57-year-old lawyer,
whose four-year mandate was
set to expire in 2010, will be
temporarily replaced by the
defending Spanish cham-
pion’s vice president Vicente
Boluda Fos until fresh elec-
tions are held in June, the

but he rejected calls at that
time that he step down, saying
he had done nothing wrong.
"Quitting is for cowards.
Leaving would not fix any-
thing, itwould leave a void and
force the club to call elections,”
hetoldanews conference.
Calderon has fallen out of
favour with many Real sup-
porters due to his failure to
fulfil promises to bring
Manchester United's
Portuguese winger Cristiano
Ronaldo and AC Milan's

While the defending
Spanish champions are in
second place, they still trail the
Catalan side in the Spanish
league by 12 points.

Real Madrid were the
world's largest revenue-
generating club for the third
successive season in the
2006/07 season, accordingto an
annual ranking compiled by
business advisory firm Deloitte.

The reigning Spanish cham-
pions overtook Manchester
United as the biggest football

AFP, Paris

Wigan manager Steve Bruce
on Friday confirmed there is
virtual agreement with
Tottenham for the Latics’
Honduran midfield star
Wilson Palacios in a deal
worth around 14 million
pounds (18 milliondollars).
"The two clubs have virtu-
ally agreed a fee. It is how
that fee should be paid,"
Bruce said. |

United's Cristiano Ronaldo
for the World Player of the Year
award on Monday, scored a
hattrick against Atletico
Madrid in the Kings Cup and
then a last-gasp winnerin a 3-
2 league win at Osasuna.

The manner in which
Barcelona came from behind
to win the game in the final
ten minutes underlined their
never-say-die attitude for
manager Pep Guardiola that
seemed to have evaporated
under former coach Frank

win some silverware at the
end of the season,” declared
Ramos.

"We are 12 points behind
(Barcelona) and that is a lot
but if we win our games the
pressure on them increases.”

FIXTURES

Saturday

Barcelona v Deportivo La Coruna,
SevillavNumancia

Sunday

Real Madrid v Osasuna, Villarreal v

Calderon turnstiles 10 min-
utes before the end of last
weekend's Athletic Bilbao
defeat and the players are
probably relieved to be away
atAlmeria on Sunday.

Valencia, a point behind
Real and Sevilla, had to play
extra-time to overcome
Racing Santander in the cup
on Wednesday so the legs
could be heavy for Sunday's
trip to Athletic Bilbao.

"Bilbao are a difficult

Manucho
joins Hull

AFP, London

Hull on Friday agreed to take
Manchester United's Angolan
striker Manucho on loan until
the end of the season.
Manucho has made one
Barclays Premier League
appearance to date for United,
who lastseasonloaned him out
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happens.”

every competition, that's a

take itoutofustowin there."

Steve Finnan from Espanyol.




