DHAKA THURSDAY JANUARY 15, 2009 M E T RO P O

PHOTO: BNP
German Ambassador Frank Meyke calls on BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia at her Gulshan office in the

city yesterday.

49 percent of foreign job
seekers less skilled

Speakers tell seminar

STAEF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a seminar yester-
day said massive awareness
must be raised at grassroots
level to minimise the exploita-
tion of migrant workers by
manpower brokers.

They said this at the semi-
nar on 'Labour migration and
socio-economic development
of Bangladesh' organised by
Bangladesh Home Workers'
Women Association (BHWA)
and WARBE Development
Foundation at the LGED
auditorium in the city.

Bureau of Manpower
Employment and Training
(BMET) Director Dr Nurul
Islam said, "Around 49 percent
of the workers going abroad
with jobs are less skilled. They
are basically the vicums of
exploitation and frauds.”

Bangladesh has a high rate
of unemployment, while the
demand for overseas jobs is
not that high. Such supply-
demand gap causes high cost
oflabour migration, he added.

“We regularly brief the
aspirant migrants on the
government-fixed rates of
cost. They never say they were
paying the agencies higher
than the fixed rate,” he said,

Two criminals
arrested with
forged notes,
equipment

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Detective Branch police
arrested two criminals with
forged notes worth Tk 45,200
and fake note-making equip-
ment from a flat at Uttara in the
cityonTuesday.

The arrestees were idenu-
fied as Mohammad Jasim alias
Tera Jasim, an accomplice of
slain top criminal Rosen, and
Jasim alias Chhoto Jasim.

Tera Jasim was also involved
in the killing of Farid, the owner
of Toma Hotelin Shaympur.

During a raid on the flat, the
DB police seized 89 fake notes
of Tk 500 and seven fake notes
of Tk 100, a computer, a moni-
tor, a pninter and two dices.

Duning an interrogation,
Chhota Jasim said he has been
producing fake notes for two
years and he has a network to
supply the notes.

With the arrest of Tera Jasim,
the number of criminals
involved in the killing of Farid
rose to seven, the police said.

Farid was shot dead in his
hotelon August 13 lastyear.

AC Sanwar told The Daily
Star that Tera Jasim went into
hiding following the arrest of
six other accused in Farid
murder case,

A case was filed against
Chhota Jasim and Terra Jasim,
Uttra police said.

Death anniversary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

bl Today is the
| 20th death
i anniversary
s of Sidhu
Mian, one of
] the organ-
o iser of the
#89 Liberation
War and father of fashion
designer Bibi Rasel, says a
pressrelease.
On the occasion, milad
mahfil will be held and fateha
will be offered at his grave.

Mahmudul Haque
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the
3rd death
anniversary
of Mahmu-
dul Haque
Manu, a
§D. 0 L LS
- organiser
and former joint secretary of
Muktijoddha Cricket Board,
says a press release.

On the occasion, milad
mahfil and destitute feeding

programme will be held.

adding that purchasing of visa
is illegal, but still none could
checkirt,

Dr Nurul said it is the
NGOs, which could come up
(0 create massive awareness at
grassroots level on the issue.

BMET Director General
Abdul Malek said the labour
receiving countries are not
interested to come to the
forums of the UN or ILO and
thereby not following the
international labour stan-
dards.

“Due to our huge unem-
ployment rate, we also cannot
bargain with those countries,”
he added.

Trade Union Kendra
Secretary General Dr Wazedul
[slam Khan said the govern-
ment should take initiatives to
create heavy industries in the
country to meet the local
demands and reduce imports.

Such unemployment in the
country forces people to leave

for overseas jobs, he said,
adding: "Our workers get very
low salaries, though they
contribute to the economies
of the labour receiving coun-
tries heavily.”

He suggested agreements
among the Saarc countries on
the minimum salaries of their
workers 1in the labour receiv-
INg countries.

WARBE Development
Foundation Chairman Syed
Saiful Haque demanded the
government ratify the UN
convention on the migrants
and their families, saying that
ratification of the convention
will create opportunities for
the country to realise many of
the workers' rights.

BHWA General Secretary
Dilruba Anguri presented a
keynote paper at the
programme where Human
Development Research
Centre Director Saiful Haque
alsospoke.

New DU VC, pro-VC,
treasurer soon likely

DU CORRESPONDLENT

The posts of vice chancellor,
pro-vice chancellor and trea-
surer of Dhaka University
(DU) might be filled with new
facessoon.

Education Minister Nurul
[slam Nahid sought coopera-
tion from Pro-VC Prof AFM
Yusuf Haider and Treasurer
Prof Abul Kalam Azad in
appointing a new team of VC,
Pro-VC and treasurer when
they met him at his office.

VC Prof SMA Faiz has
already decided to step down
and requested the education
ministry to take necessary
steps inthisregard.

Prof Yusuf Haider and Prof
Azad met the minister as he
invited them to a tea.

"He [minister] told us that
we have worked as a team. As
Prof Faiz has submitted aletter
seeking to step down, the
government has to take a
decision in this regard,” Prof
Azad told The Daily Star last
night, adding that the minister
sought cooperation from

27TH BCS EXAMS

Memo to PMO

DU CORRESPONDENT

Candidates of the 27th BCS
examinations who passed it at
first but were dropped from
the list of successful candi-
dates as per fresh results sub-
mitted a memorandum to the
Prime Minister's office yester-
day demanding their immedi-
ate appointment.

A five-member team of the
candidates submitted the
memorandum to the postal
section at the Prime Minister's

them because a new team will
benecessary for the newVC.

"We have told him that we
are fully mentally prepared in
thisregard and ready to extend
our cooperation,” Prof Azad
added.

On January 11, VC Prof Faiz
decided to step down and
submitted a letter requesting
the education ministry to take
necessarysteps in this regard.

On Tuesday, a team of pro-
Awami League 'Blue Panel'
teachers met the education
minister at his office and
urged him to pick teachers for
the posts who were active after
1/11 and are acceptable to all,
said a teacher who was on the
team.

[t was just a courtesy meet-
ing, hesaid.

Two muggers
arrested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

People caught two muggers of
a gang while they were run-
ning away snatching Tk 10
lakh from an employee of an
iron sheet factory at Sadarghat
in the city yesterday.

They also recovered the
money from possession of the
muggers Alamgir, 35, and
Hasan, 30, and later handed
them over to Kotwali police
after a good beating, witnesses
said.

Locals said a gang of six
muggers snatched Tk 9.90lakh
from Kamal Hossain, an
employee of an iron sheet
factory, when he reached near
the foot over bridge at
Sadarghatataround 4:00pm.

When they were running
away snatching the money,
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Japanese PM
greets Hasina

UNB, Dhaka

lapanese Prime Minister Taro
Aso yesterday greeted Sheikh
Hasina on her assumption of
office as prime minister of
Bangladesh following a free,
fair and peaceful election.

In aletter of felicitation the
lapanese PM said Hasina's
election as the prime minister
ol Bangladesh is a manifesta-
tion of the trust.and confi-
dence the people have in her
political leadership.

“I'would like to express my
deepestrespect and congratu-
lations to you and the people
of Bangladesh for the success
ol the recent general election
that was held in a free, fair and
peaceful manner, overcoming
many difficulties,” he said.

JJapan as an old friend of
Bangladesh would like to work
closely with the new govern-
ment to further develop the
cordial relations between the
fwo countries,” Taro Aso said.

Indian envoy
meets tourism
minister

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Indian High Commissioner
Pinak Ranjan Chakravarty
called on Civil Aviation and
Tourism Minister GM Kader at
his office at the secretariat in
the capital yesterday.

[hey discussed matters of
bilateral interest, including
development plans for avia-
tionand tourism sectors.

Tourism Minister GM
Kader hoped that the two
countries would work
together to further strengthen
economic and trade ties
between them.

[he high commissioner
greeted the new government
on behalf of the Indian gov-
ernment.

He also hoped that the
relations between Dhaka and
New Delhi would be further
strengthened in the days to
come.

Civil Aviation and Tou
Secretary Syed Mohamimad
Zobaer was present at the
meetng. |

Samad Azad's
anniversary of

birth today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 87th
birth anni-
versary of
L0 e X
forelign
minister and
Awami
League
leader Abdus Samad Azad will
be observed today, says a press
release.

Abdus Samad Azad
Foundation chalked out elab-
orate programmes including
milad mahfil and discussion
to mark the day.

Sunamganj unit of Awami
League and its front organisa-
tions also arranged milad
mahfil and discussion.

Mahiuddin Ahmed
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

office at noon, said Nasir Kamal cried for help and local
Uddin Faisal, acandidate. people caught two of them.
BTN

UNB, Dhaka

THER
Dry weather likely

WEA

Weather is likely to remain dry with partly cloudy sky over
the countryinnext 12 hours until 6:00pm today.
Moderate to thick fog may occur over the country, Met
Office said predicting night temperature may fall slightly.
Highest temperature 28.0 degrees Celsius was recorded
yesterday at Rangamati and lowest 10.2 degrees Celsius at

Srimongal.

* The sun sets in the capital at 5:33pm today and rises at

6:43am tomorrow.

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded
Insomemajor cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidityin
Celsius percentage
Max Min Mormning Evening
Dhaka 21.8 14.6 98 B4
Chittagong 24.8 14.7 84 67
Rajshahi 24.5 10.9 100 86
Khulna 21.6 14.0 95 87
Barisal 23.6 12.5 99 Ho
Sylhet 26.6 14.0 85 75
Cox's Bazar 28,2 A 70 62

Today is the
2 84th birth
anniversary
0 f
Mahiuddin
Ahmed, a
Language
Movement
veteran and one of the organ-

il

isers of Liberation War, says a

pressrelease.

On the occasion, milad
mahfil and discussion will be
at different unions in
Mathbaria upazila and
Mahiuddin Ahmed Smirity
Sangsad and different political
and social organisations will
lay wreaths at his graveyard.
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Report release

Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS) will
release Its study report on
effectiveness of the diesel subsidy
and operational issues related to
fertiliser distribution. Venue: BIDS
conference room. Time: 10:00am.

A

Seminar

Centre for Inter-religious and
Intercultural Dialogue organises a
seminar marking the International
Day of Religious Freedom. Venue:
World Religions department, DU.
Time: 3:30pm.,

Conference

The two-day 3rd South Asian
Reglonal Conference on Autism
2009 will be held. Venue: National
Press Club. Time: 3:00pm.

LITAN/NEWS

Student union polls a must

The Daily Star

for better student politics
Says Prof Muzaffer

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eminent academician Prof
Muzaffer Ahmad yesterday said
the long-due elections 1o stu-
dents unions in all public uni-
versities specially the Dhaka
University should be held to
end confrontational student
politics,

“Students must have politi-
cal knowledge but there should
not be any place of confronta-
tion which is going on in the
country. Polls to all students
unions should be held for
better student politics,” he said
while talking to reporters at the
National Press Clubin thecity.

He was speaking at a
roundtable discussion on
"Policies for the Youth:
Expectations from the New
Government” organised by the
United Nations Youth and
Students Association of
Bangladesh (UNYSAB).
Students from different univer-
sities took part in the discus-
S101,

"The armed student politics
did not allow holding elections
to DUCSU and other students
unions. Students should be
allowed by the unions to do
politics rising above partisan
interest,” he said.

Prof Muzaffer said univer-
sity teachers should also be
allowed to express their politi-
cal nghts and views but they
should notbeloyal to any party.

He urged policymakers to
make Dhaka University a
research-based institution
rather than just one that dis-
tributes certificates,

He sald the government
should concentrate more on
creating quu]ilz teachers at the
primary and higher levels of
education,

The participating students
urged the new government to
bring some reforms in the
education sector for producing
efficient youths. They also
called upon the government to
renew the national youth

policy adopted in 2003 that
would reflect the views of the
youths,

They urged the government
to remove all problems from
the public universities, provide
them with more educational
facilities and include youths at
mepu]icymakinglever.

Assistant Professor of DU
mass communication and
journalism department
Shamim Reza moderated the
discussion while Institute of
Micro Finance Executive
Director Prof Baqui Khalily,
Prof Syed Munir Khasru of DU,

Govt won't stand graft
In edn sector: Nahid

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Education and Primary and
Mass Education Minister
Nurul Islam Nahid yesterday
said the new government will
not stand any kind of corrup-
tonintheeducation sector.
"Education is not an issue
of any party or group or
region. It is a national issue.
There will be no compromise
with any kind of corrupton,
Irregularities or chaos in the
education sector,” he said at a
training programme in the

city.

Secondary Education
Sector Development Project
(SESDP) organised the four-
day training programme on
‘Implementation of creative
question method and school-
based assessment’ for upazila
secondary education officers
at Government Laboratory
High School auditorium.

Directorate of Secondary
and Higher Education (DSHE)
acting director general Prof
Khan Habibur Rahman pre-
sided over the concluding
ceremony.

Chicken, egg, lentil prices

FROM PAGE 16
came down by Tk 80 per kilo-
gram (kg) yesterday.

The price of battery
chicken rose by Tk 20 per kg in
the retail markets, jJumping to
Tk 120-125 a kg yesterday. It
was sold at'Tk 100-105 perkg a
week ago while Tk 80-90 perkg
rwnwiee ks back.

The price of battery chicken
1s shooting up everyday due to
poor supply in the ‘arats’
(warehouses) for its increasun
demand, chicken aratdars tﬁ
Kaptan Bazar and Tejgaon Rail
Station said as usual.

Price of egg rose by Tk 2 per
hali (four pieces) during the
time. One hali was sold at Tk
24 yesterday, which was Tk 22
aweek back.

The price of lentil
increased by Tk 2-3 per kg in
the last three days. The best

quality lentil was sold at Tk
103-112 per kg yesterday while
Tk 100-110 a kg three days
back.

The price of normal quality
lentil went up by Tk 3 per kg,
which 1s now Tk 75-90 a kg,
market sources said.

Meantime, the prices of
powder-milk of some local
brands, including Marks,
Fresh and Starship, dropped
yesterday. The representatives

. of the companies anmounced

Sunday that they would
decrease the price by Tk 80,
which came into effect in the
retail markets yesterday.

A one-kg pack of Marks and
Fresh was being sold at Tk 390,
which was Tk 470 a kg just a
dayback.

Tofail Ahmed, owner of Al-
Amin Traders at Karwan Bazar,
said prices of most of the

foreign powder-milk compa-
nies remained unchanged
though the prices dropped in
theinternational markets.

He also said the company
representatives assured them
of decreasing the price in the
daysto come.

Bangladesh Bread, Biscuit-
O-Confectionary
Prostutkarak Samity has
decided to decrease the prices
of bread, biscuit and cake by
TKI0-30penkg:s ¥ 7 7 v %7,

The decision has been
taken at an emergency meet-
Ing at its office following the
price hike of raw matenals of
the bakery items in the inter-
national markets. The price
will be effective from Saturday,
said its pressrelease.

The prices of firebox of
several companies came down
toTk1 fromTk2inthecity.

93 DU exams postponed

FROM PAGE 16

request from the activists of
Jatiyatabadi Chhartra Dal
(JCD) and Islami Chhatra
Shibir (ICS) who are now
outside their dormitories after
the country's political change-
over by the ninth parliamen-
tary polls, according to the
sources.

DU exam controller
Bahalul Hoque Chowdhury
told The Daily Star that it
would take around three
weeks to reschedule the post-
poned examinations.

The authonties last post-
poned all examinations under
the science faculty on Monday
until today.

Meanwhile, DU deans’
committee at a meeting
Monday with Vice-chancellor
(VC) Prof SMA Faizin the chair
urged the government to take
necessary steps immediately

to regain the congenial atmo-
sphere on the campus.

A team of BNP and Jamaat-
backed white-panel teachers
Sunday also requested the VC
to take necessary steps in this
regard and postpone exami-
nations for some daysifneces-
sary to ensure participation of
all examinees.

On the other, Dhaka
University Teachers’
Association (Duta) Sunday
expressed grave concern over
recent violence involving the
student organisations and
urged all concerned to ensure
congenial atmosphere and
peaceful coexistence of the
student organisations on the
campus.

About the campus situa-
tion, DU proctor Prof AK
Ferwoz Ahmed told The Daily
Star that though government,
university authorities and

leaders of the student organi-
sations want to ensure a con-
genial atmosphere on campus
but some ‘isolated incidents’
are hampering its atmo-
sphere.

“University administration
IS active to maintain a conge-
nial atmosphere on the cam-
pus and ensure participation
of all students in their classes
and examinations,” the proc-
tor said.

Sensing absolute majority
by Awami League (Al) led
grand-alliance in the elec-
tions, JCD and Shibir men left
their university halls in the
night of the polls. Leaders and
activists of Bangladesh
Chattra League (BCL), student
wing of ruling AL, then took
control over the halls and left-
JCD and Sibir men are yet to
return fearing attack by the
BCLmen.

Zia, Faruque charged

FROM PAGE 16
final report clearing Harns

Chowdhury, political secre-
tary to former premier
Khaleda Zia, and his wife Josne
Ara Chowdhury of a fraud
case,

CASEAGAINSTZIA

ACC Assistant Director
Monzur Alam, also the investi-
gation officer (10) of the case,
submitted the charge sheet to
the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's (CMM) Court of
Dhaka showing 12 people as
prosecution witnesses.

The 10 prayed for issuance
of arrest warrants against Zia
and his son Joy and the order
to attach their properties as
they have been absconding
since the case was filed.

According to the prosecu-
tion, it was alleged that Zia,
while a minister, forced all car
drivers of the Water Supply
and Sewerage Authority
(WASA) to buy oil from his son
Joy's (MD) M/S Royal Filling
Station at Mahakhali 1n the
city that made a dent in the
public money amounting to
Tk 12,97,178 and swelled the
pockets of Ziaand his son.

On February 14 last year
the ACC hled the case against

them with Tejgoan Police
Station on charge of misap-
propriation of the money.
CASEAGAINST FARUQUE
Investigation officer ACC
Deputy Director Arif Siddiqui
submitted the charge sheet
against Faruque and five
others to the CMM's Court of
Dhaka showing 23 people as
prosecution witnesses.

The five others are
Proshika's senior vice-
presidents Mahbubul Karim,
David William Biswas, its chief
executive officer Yusuf Ali
Miah, director Mirza Aminur
Rahman and finance co-
ordinator Alamgir Kabir,

According to the prosecu-
tion, Faruque and others, by
using illegal power, took
$24.69 lakh dollars from
Proshika fund and spent it on
educational expenses of their
sons and daughters abroad on
differentdates.

On June 9 last year ACC
Deputy Director Syed Iqgbal
Hossain filed the case with
Motijheel Police Station.
CASE AGAINST HARRIS
COUPLE
ACC Deputy Director AFM
Zabid Hassan, also the 10 of
the case, submitted the final

report to the CMM's Court of
Dhaka saying that the charges
brought against the couple
were found to be true but as
the case was filed on wrong
sections the 10 prayed for
clearing couple of the charges.

According to the prosecu-
tion, KM Zahid Hassan, gen-
eral secretary of Bangladesh
National Deaf Institution,
alleged that Harrs, while he
was president of the institu-
tion, took a shop on a five-year
contract for his wife that stipu-
lated it (shop) could not be
handed over to others within
the two years of the contract.

But Harris, in blatant viola-
tion of the rules and provi-
sions of the institufe, handed
over the shop to another
person at an exorbitant rate.
Moreover, Harris and his wife
Josne Ara received Tk 53 lakh
in the process of handing it
over.

Later, Zahd lodged a case
with the Motijheel Police
Station against the couple on
June 12 last year for commit-
ting the offence,

Harris was earlier con-
victed on different terms in
connection with graft and rax
evasion cases,

begins journey

Future Leadership Foundation
CEO Kazi M Ahmed and newly
elected UNYSAB President
Nafiz Imutaz, among others,
spoke. '

Sir William

Beveridge

in Bangladesh

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Sir William Beveridge
Foundation, a British intema-
tional charity, fnrmallganlaumkmd
its programme in gladesh
yesterday,
At a ‘Meet the Press’ at the
National Press Club in the city, the
members and advisers of the
foundation briefly narrated the
activities of the foundation that
include home care service to the
poor elderly people, nursing
training and English education
course and education
[:mgr.imnu: for the underpnvi-
eged children
By helping individuals, the Sir
William Beveridge Foundation
aims to transform societies,
tackle inequalityand promotethe
wellbeing and potential of all, said
Prof Alan Lee Willlams OBE,
chairman of Sir William
Beveridge Foundation.
Founder and Executive
Director of the foundation
Rahman Jilani said, “Inspired
the philosophy of 'care’, whi
focuses on providing essential
and culturally appropriate health
and social care services, we
provide homecare services to the
vulnerable elderly citizens and
persons with disabilities at their
own houses.”

Jibon Kanai Das of the foun-
dation was also present.

Fine Art faculty
admission test
tOomorrow

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The admission test for the first
year honours courses of
Facultyof* Fine Arty" Divaka
University under 2008-2009
academic sessions will be held
from 10:00am to 1:00pm
[OMOITOwW, Says a press release.

Around 1,000 students will
sit for the admission test.

This 1s the first admission
test after the Fine Art Institute
turned into the Faculty of
FineArt.

Obituary

METRO DESK

Md Ziaur
Rahman
Rubu, a
renowned
cricketer of
Bogra iIn
1960s,

: passed away
at Birdem Hospital in Dhaka
on January 13 at the age of 70,
says a pressrelease.

He had been suffening from
kidney and lung complica-
tions.

He left behind his wife, two
sons and a granddaughter to
mourn his death. He was laid
to rest at Bhaipagla Mazar
Graveyard in Bogra after a
namaz-e-janazayesterday.

On the occasion of his
qulkhwani, a milad mahfil will
be held at Baitur Redwan
mosque near Malotinagar
High School in Bogra after
Juma prayers tomorrow.

Begum Fatema Salam
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Begum
Fatema
Salam, wife
of late Abdus
Salam,
former
editor of the
- Bangladesh
Observer, and mother-in-law
of journalist ABM Musa,
passed away due to old-age
complications at her resi-
dence in the city on Tuesday
night at the age of 91, says a
pressrelease.

Fatema Salam left behind
her six daughters and one son
to mourn her death.

She was buried at Banani

ve inthecity.
gl‘al-ltv.?l;ﬁIll:h'o.--n.rarni will be held
after Asr prayers tomorrow at
Salam Summer Sigh, 32
Dhanmaondi, in the city.

Mohammad Mostafa
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Mohammad Mostafa, general
secretary of Noakhali District
Primary Teachers Association,
passed away due to brain
haemorrhage yesterday at the
age of 67, apressrelease said.
Different teachers organi-

athisdeath.

sations expressed deep shock
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