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Two men, one a Briton and the other an American,
died on Christmas Eve 2008. Harold Pinter
probably did for English drama what few have
done. Indeed, it was said of him that he did to plays
what Auden once said should be done. He cleaned
the gutters of the English language, so that
afterwards it flowed more easily. And so on and so
forth. By the time he died at seventy-eight, Pinter
had turned into a rounded character, in that
particular phrase normally reserved for
individuals peopling drama. He was a dramatist,
he was a critic, he was a polemicist. That last bit
came off rather strongly, and to the delight of
many, when he accepted the Nobel Prize for
literature in 2005. He excoriated the Bush
administration over its adventures abroad.

That surely did not earn him plaudits in
Washington, but Pinter was one man who simply
did not care what others thought of him. On
television talk shows, he rudely and rightly put
down men who had associated themselves with
the Bush administration. The sneer said it all.
Hearing Pinter then, and watching his expression,
made you realise how politics could come to be
dominated by philistines. The English playwright
brought out the hollowness in all the men and
women who formed what perhaps will go down as
the worst White House in all of American history
The BBC might engage you on the motion of
George W. Bush being the worst president in
United States history. But the idea of it came a lot
(y@athies, with, men, like Pinter,and.the Australian
: ]qum.‘ll,is_l John Pilger ready and willing-to strip
pretension to its absolute naked form. It is a good
thing that Karl Rove and Bill Kristol, both fervent
believers in the 'wisdom' of GeorgeW. Bush, never
bumped into Pinter, or into involved writers like
him.

Harold Pinter will be missed. And one of the
reasons why is that the end of his life brings to an
end the remarkable intellectual partnership he
had forged with his wife, the historian Lady
Antonia Fraser. Back in the days when they fell in
love (and it created quite a scandal), the more
discerning of observers saw in the blossoming
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romance a perfect blend of analytical minds --
Pinter's focused on the politics of his times,
Fraser'sonthe conflicts oflost ages.

And itis this question of ages, of civilizations as
they have straddled the globe that takes hold of
you when you speak of the American who passed
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Pinter, Huntington and gaps
in the drawing

into the ages on Christmas Eve. Samuel
Huntington has in these past many years been
famous or notorious (it all depends on how you
view the march of men through the deserts of
time) for his seminal work, "Clash of
Civilizations". So what was so important about the
work? Simply this: Huntington refused to go along
with the view propounded by many that following
the collapse of communism it would be a unified
world order, underpinned by democracy, that
would bring happiness to people. He went back to
history, into things of an atavistic nature, and
emerged with the idea that local tribalisms, as
propounded through religion or tradition or both
and indeed everywhere, would be the new
universal reality.

If you go back to what has been happening
across the world since the early 1990s, you cannot
really be dismissive of Huntington. After Iraq, after
Afghanistan, after the crusading zeal in which
America’'s neo-conservatives have gone to work
and now, in light of what the Israelis have been
doing in Gaza, you realise the profundity that
defined Huntington's intellectuality. He was one
of the few men who knew what a post-Cold War
world would look like. In that respect, his foresight
clearly left Francis Fukuyama's End of History
reflections far behind.

Huntington was eighty-one when he died. Life
for him, against the backdrop of the reputation he
had developed through his teaching and writing,
had truly turned out to be fulfilling. In the 1960s, as
a young intellectual, he was dispatched to South
Vigtnam by the Johnsen administration, to. assess
conditions on the ground. Huntingtan lost dittle
time in concluding that the war was not going well
for Washington. Earlier, in the 1950s, he served as a
speechwriter for Adlai Stevenson, the thinking
man who did not make it to the White House. And
in 1968, as Hubert Humphrey struggled to beat
Richard Nixon at the election, Huntington served
as a foreign policy advisor to him.

Death is diminishing for those yet living. The
passing of Harold Pinter and Samuel
Huntington leaves huge gaps in the drawing
rooms where culture once flowed freely, almost
rhythmically.
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Ei Je Ami Documentary on
Selim Al Deen

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
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On the occasion of his first
death anniversary, "Ei Je Ami",
a documentary on the late
theatre icon Selim Al Deen,
will be aired on ntv today at
6:45 pm.

Directed by Esha Yusuf, the
documentary features
reminiscence on Al Deen,
popularly known as
‘Natyacharya', by fellow
theatre personalities and
friends Raisul Islam Asad,
Nasiruddin Yousuff, Humayun
Faridee and ShimulYousuf.

The documentary includes vignettes of Al Deen’s life.

The documentary also moment, at some drama
includes vignettes of Al Deen's rehearsal, on his way

life: the icon in a pensive somewhereinhiscarand more.
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Stage play to generate
awareness

A

RABIUL HASAN,
Chapainawabganj

To generate awareness on
tuberculosis, the Bangladesh
Centre of Communication
Programme (BCCP), recently
staged a play at Shaheed Satu
Hall in Chapainawabganj
town. The play, “Ekjon
Sheuly”, was ‘staged by
‘Ardushilan Natyadal ‘of
Rajshahi University.
Consultant of Chapai-
naabganj TB clinic, Dr
Mohammad Afzal Hossain,
inaugurated the event.
lapash Kumar Das, regional
coordinator of tuberculosis
control programme of BCCP;
Prolessor Enamul Haugqe,
president of Udichi Shilpi

The play, “Ekjon Sheuly”, was staged by Anushilan
Natyadal of Rajshahi University.

Gosthi and Udichi's general
secretary Golam Faruk
Mithun, among others,
attended the programme.

Some 500 people, along
with teachers, students and
cultural activists attended
theplay.

R T e e L-‘.mm

01:30  Musical Programme: Sa Re Ga Dash 06:00 SaajBela 09:30 Pothey Prantarey 10:30  Shark
Ma 09:30  Drama Serial: Tomtom 07:00 Padmaraag 10:00 Prime Time 11:30  Jimmy Kimmel Live »
02:30  Hndoyer Gaan 10:50  Financial Bulletin 08:15  Drama Senal: Dash Hazar Ek 11:05  Diganto Sangiap FOX HISTORY & ENTERTAIN-
-. 03:05 Musical Programme: Mendian iy Taka STAR MOVIES MENT CHANNEL
i Channe! i Khudey Gaan Raaj | 09:00 Drama Serial: Hirakbar
a 04:30 f Ut 08:30  Ajker Shokaal Shonaar Churi 08:20  The Thin Red Line 08:30  Lords of the Mafia
; P = » 50~ Apnaar Shuswash ; . _ | : 10:45  Creative Vision
| 2 | : 08:55 Drama Senal: Eit Kaancher 09:30 Music 11:10  Step Up!
X 05:30 Spedal m : Wagon
| iJ ﬁ i f aftigdle Khancha 1:00 GaanerKahaKatharGaan ~ 12:55  Glory i e e
.; d 06:00 Mega Senal: Saath Goenda 09,30 Frankly Speaking : 3 02:55  End Of Days 12115 Creative Vision
| 07:50  Van | MiscExprens | 04:55  Hitch _
Ii . anous SI‘ICM’ Charﬂrab'lndu 11 '30 Gam woru M:an Garw Bﬁ-p‘m ¥ u.w mum
BTV : 1. : SRUS" SeverEnca 03:30 Casanova
| 0820 Shuprobhat I e 1240  Ei Shomoy 09:00  Drama Serial: Jogphol 08:40  What Lies Beneath e N
| ; (e 01:05  Japan Video Topic 09:30  Bangla Feature Fim 10:50 3 Burials Of Melquiades :
':- s Rt 09:35  Drama Serial Prithibir Shob  02:30  Drama Serial: Ondhokaarer ~ 12:30  Ebong Classer Bairey Estrada vir o B e Y
S v I:g: E:k{;n&k:;:)Banglaaesh Rup Mekhey Achhey Ghashey Phul 02:00 Daily Soap: Mohanagar 1285  Skinwalkers 06:30 Rise and Rise of David
o e T _ , & 10:00 Documentary Programme: 03:15 Drama Serial: Jhuthamela 02:30  Top Story : Devil
i B # | ; : : _ Serklien
i ‘;ﬁr N . | 09:30 Musn;al Programme: Smntimoy Jibon Jekhaney Jemon MAD - Ok wlspal’mni 03:03  Gaanalap 02:35  Swamp 07:30 Bhanwar
B Geetiry 130 Frs Mt 420 Drama Skt Swegnocturs g STAR WORED 0830 Casanova |
{ BTV 12:30  Cartoon : Doy Acchey Bolar Achhey - : 09:30  Legends of Wimbledon
| News Headines (Bangiz) at 8:55 0505  Sisimpur 20 SOMeapIIe 05:25  tohasher Ei Din-ey Wi M ;u'*‘w‘“ 10:30  Century of Figh
. : Shanbadpotro 05:30  Apnaar Jigyasha : ' 0 J
- am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. q-gn 05:30 Computer 11:30 Bhanwar
: : - 06:15  Nabo Anondey Jago SN BT T UG BB R e L 300 Ss A
| pm.T7:00 pm. _ . o AT —— - ~ NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC
! gmm]atmamm 07:00  Agricuttural Programme: Mati TOMMY LE 1_ I( \\l EL
" pm.5:00 pm.8:00 pm. S O Manush g
§ w{;"‘f ‘: )at300pm. 1000 07:45  Agun Jhgora Shondha 08:30  Living With Big Cats
| [Ellglhlt 08:35 Sr;ma Senal; Ek Akasher 09:30  Penilous Joumeys
'- ; ichey 11:00  Creative Vision- NGC
| mwmm} 09:00 Drama Serial: Rakkhosh 11:30  Built For The Kill
. *3 : m R 4930 Sdlecied Programine 1230  Inside The Forbidden Cty
e 3 | 1950 - Selectad Progrmimme . 01:30  Naked Science
| B f-; ATN BANGLA - 0230 ShowReal Asia
| Mu 7:15am. s:mm _ S 03:30 Amazonia's Giant Jaws
' -00 I:Wm 9 nm um 08:15  Ajker Shanbadpotro 5
§ £2. RO f..:! R 08:30  Drama Serial: Syed Barir Bou ~ 04:30  Buit For The Kil
| QR 09:15  Asian City Top Spin : ?ﬁ
l 10:30  Hello Bangladesh . est
: 11:05  Style lcon Spake Wranglers
| 1245 [T Zone R EtRO s
]. 01:25 Band View azing Moments
02:30 Drama Senal: Larey Lappa ) '
03:15 Drama Senal: Rupall Manush 0 Moments
03:45  Children's Programme: Nilgin o
| 04:20  Islamic Programme Ghar Jamai
:?;2 ?;:;lyorgela Protidin On ATN Bangla at 8:40 pm
......... : ic Frogramme ' On Star Movies at 10:50pm satche
g e edonle sk hila, Shatabdi Wadud Genre: Adventure/Cr :H:I" pod Spotiight : Drew
06:45 Projonmo Katha Cast: Sharmin Shila, Shata a . - : e
08:00  Drama Serial e LA T I, e R R T
08:40 Drama Serial: Ghar Jamai - Freedom
09:20 Drama Serial: Rod- Brishti 06:15  Shubha Shandhya 06:20 .
Shohorey ETV 06:45  Documentary: Ei Jey Aami 06:50 Media Bhuban ! Grave
11:30  Talk Show: Talking Point 09:30 Drama Serial; Tomtom 08:15  Cookery Show: Siddiqua Kabir's  08:15 Daly Sow. W
12:00  Grameenphone Lead News 10:02  Binodon Biswa Recipe 09:05
CHANNEL i 11:30  Ekushey Business 09:00 Kichhu Katha Kichhu Gaan 09:45 l.'.tranu Santw/‘_ |
08:05  Tagore Song ;gg: gku&hﬂrs:‘ll:liﬂm al 09:45  Drama Serial: Neer 11:15 m 'ﬂu _‘ 2
- : rama Senal: un : Show: Ei Shomoy - | - \:
08:30  Shokaal-er Gaan Dash i un b DIGANTO TEI.EWSIOH 03 30 m A g
09:30  Shangbadpotrey Bangladesh  03:30 O Bondhu Aamar CHANNEL 1 . 08:30  Dakhin Hawa : oidCase
09:45  Public Reaction 04:00  Drama Serial: Tomtom 08:40  Shuprobhaat Bangladesh 12:30  Shasthya Diganto 06:30
09:50  Grameenphone Triiomatra 04:30  Deshjurey Shanglaap 10:30  Bangla Feature Film L A iog vat e G4
11:05  Sports Time 05:30  Sports Plus 03:30  Drama Serial: Mawr Bahon 04:30  Cartoon tll: 30
11:30  Educational Programme: Medha  05:45  Ekukher Shondha 04:00 Drama Serial. ‘Hmk Barn 05:30  Khetkhamar | ue:uo
| Bikash 06:30  Campus Campus Shonaar Chun 06:30  Shombhabonar Diganto 05:30
£ 12:30  Citycell Taroka Kathan 07:45 Cine Hits 04:30  Prashna Uttar 08:05 Shamparka Shankat ;
| 01:05  Ebong Cinemar Gaan 08:30  Drama Serial: Akey Shunya ~ 05:45  Bioscope 08:30  Prio Gaan Prio Shur 10:00
SRR S T N ST N S— — ~ e Tnt——




