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50pc students won't get
textbooks in 2-3 months

Printers allowed to do the job without tender

an immediate solution as it will take
another two to three months for these
additional prints to reach the students.

Teachers and printing agencies alike
are blaming the situation on the indiffer-
ence of the National Curriculum of
Textbooks Board (NCTB).

The acute crisis has emerged mainly
due to NCTB's failure to evaluate the
actual requirement of new textbooks

when the syllabus has been changed.
The syllabus has been modified this

year and a new method introduced,
namely the creative question method, for
classes VI to X. As a result every student
will have to buy a new textbook this year.
The NCTB however floated a tender in
November last year for only 2.62 crore
books from classes VI to X whereas the
actual demand in the market has been
predicted to be well over five crore.
Usually 30 percent of old books are
recycled every year and hence a lesser

number of books need to be published
than the actual number of students in an
academic year.

This year, however, every student will
have to buy the new books which is why
the demand is higher.

“How can the NCTB float a tender to
print 2,62 crore books in a year when the
syllabus has been modified? Around 4.10
crore books were printed back in 1996
when the syllabus was modified and all
textbooks published afresh,” pointed out
Shah Alam, convenor of Standing
Committee of Bangladesh Publishers and
Marketing Association.

“Personally, I informed the NCITB
officials both verbally and in writing
about the exact number of textbooks
needed for the current year. But they
haven't paid any attention to our letter,”
said Osman Gani, owner of Agami
Publication Ltd.
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SURANIITH DEABNATH

Around 50 percent of the students of
classes VI to X of secondary schools who
have already started their academic year
this month will have to wait for at least
two to three months more before they get
new textbooks for the current year.

The National Curriculum of Textbooks
Board (NCTB) has already put the first lot
of the new textbooks on the market on
January 6, with more to follow this month,
but the number of books they ordered for
print last year is almost one half of the
actual demand in the country.

Meanwhile, following instructions
from the education minister yesterday,
top NCTB officials held an urgent meet-
ing with book printers and decided to
permit publishers in the open market
print the 14 main textbooks in order to
tackle the crisis.

I'he step however does notbringabout SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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._A schoolgirl buys used textbooks from a street vendor on Mirpur Road near Nilkhet in the capital yesterday as book prices have
increased due to inadequate supply. PHOTO: STAR
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Plans to form 'special force'

HASAN JAHID TUSHER

ACC finds no
evidence
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

In a rare gesture of political
goodwill, local leaders of
Awami League, BNP and
Jamaat have decided to stop
recurrence of post-poll vio-

19 rebels killed in ground battles

Ap, AFP, Colombo Aircraft hit two positions of the Liberation

The government will strengthen the police department to curb

crimes and also form aspecial force to fight terrorismand militancy. | T he Anti-Corruption

Prayﬁr Tlming "We shall have to expand the law enforcement agencies imme- | Commission (ACC) has
January 13 | | diately considering the population growth in the country. A | decided to exempt 44 gralt
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Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) at Iranamadu, just
south of their political capital of Kilinochchi
which fell to government forces earlier this

month, the ministry said.
“Sri Lanka air force Mi-24 helicopter

gunships and fighter jets made precision air
assaults against two identified LTTE gathering

lence in Khulna district for
ensuring peace and security of
the people.

The three political parties
took the decision at a joint
meeting held in a local hotel

Sri Lankan fighter jets and attack helicopters
pounded rebel positions yesterday as troops
pushed ahead with their offensive 1o crush the
Tamil Tigers and seize the insurgents last

stronghold in the north.
Helicopter gunships and warplanes

attacked suspected Tamil Tiger strong pointsin  points located in general area of Iranamadu,” | Saturday night.
northern Sri Lanka on Monday while atleast19  the ministry said in a statement. KCC Mayor Talukderhhd“l
rebels were killed in ground battles, the defence The ministry said 19 Tiger rebels were killed | Khaleque, AL city unit genﬂ'ﬂ!
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ministry said.
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