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Reject Jamaat In upazila polls,
Rajshahi BNP leaders
tell party men

Minu, Kabir say dependence on Jamaat weakened
BNP and caused poll debacle

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Five front ranking BNP leaders who lost
the national election in Rajshahi and
grassroots party leaders from their areas
at a meeting here have called upon all
party men and supporters to reject
Jamaat-e-Islami candidates in the
upcoming upazila election in the district.

The BNP leaders also pointed out that
BNP's alliance with Jamaat weakened its
organisational strength which is a major
cause for its debacle in the December 29
national election.

People do not like Jamaat for its role
against the country's independence, they
said at an extended meeting of party
workers held at Kharkhari High School
ground on the outskirts of the city
Saturday evening.

Some BNP leaders’ affinity to Jamaat-e
[slami and corruption alongside a 'deep-

rooted conspiracy by the immediate past
caretaker government' are also responsi-
ble for BNP's poll debacle, they told the
meeting.

Darshanpara union BNP president
Abul Kalam Azad chaired the meeting,

Central BNP's Liberation War affair
secretary Kabir Hossain, organising secre-
tary Mizanur Rahman Minu, Azizur
Rahman, Abdul Gafur and Nazrul Islam
addressed the meeting. All the five front
ranking BNP leaders in the district ranin the
parliamentary election but lost to Awami
League-led grand alliance candidates.

Paba upazila BNP's organising secre-
tary Ali Hossain conducted the meeting.

BNP bagged only eight parliamentary
seats out of 72 in Rajshahi division in the
December 29 poll against 43 in 2001
election.

The BNP leaders’ comments against
Jamaat involving many BNP leaders
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created commotion among the audience,
but it was cooled down following inter-
vention bysenior BNP leaders.

The speakers also alleged that the
caretaker government 'conspired’ in the
polltosee BNP defeated,

Kabir Hossain asked party-men to say
no' to Jamaat as it was the main obstacle
to BNP leaders' candidature in many
areas in the lastelection.

As an ally, Jamaat demanded candida-
ture in many constituencies knowing well
their internal weaknesses and lack of
public support but they finally got tickets
through lobbying, he said.

Mizanur Rahman Minu who was
criticised at the meeting for his Jamaat
affinity also stressed the need to 'reduce
dependency'onJamaat.

"BNP suffered huge loss in all six
Rajshahi seats for one Jamaat candidate
inone seat”, he said.

Hill cutter sued
in Khagrachhari

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Khagrachhari

Following order from Executive
Magistrate Mohammed
Zahedur Rahman, Matiranga
police yesterday filed a case
against Habibur Rahman Selim
on charge ofhill cutting.

Sub Inspector Mohammad
Safi of Matiranga Police Station
filed the case against
Mohammad Habibur Rahman
Selim under Building
Construction Rule.

Police also raided his resi-
dence but failed to get him
there.

Earlier, Executive Magistrate
Mohammed Zahedur Rahman
visited the spot and ordered
Matiranga police tofile the case.

State Minister for
Environment and Forest

L 4 . - i

S RS | %

Mohammad Mostafizur
Rahman on Saturday ordered
‘gedén' against hill | cucters fol-
lowinga Daily Star report.

PHOTO: BANGLAR CHOKH

Sachetan Chhatra Samaj and Narail Krirangan bring-eut a-procession-in-Narail town yesterday
demanding trial of the war criminals.
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Bus OWNERS' Bopy
AL men occupy
office from BNP
in Natore

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi
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She died to save neighbour

from killers

QUAZI AMANULLAH, Khulna

Pro Awami League bus owners
backed by party cadres yester-
day fﬂrcihlr occupied the
office of the district Bus
Minibus Owners' Association
in Natore, which was domi-
nated by pro-BNP bus owners
carlier,

Witnesses said around 50
pro-Awami League bus own-
ers joined by by some 100
party cadres led by Natore
Jubo League president Sariful
Islam Ramjan burst into the
office at Kanaikhali area in the
town ataboutnoon,

They asked present leaders
of the association, loyal to
BNP, to get out of the office. In
a moment, the leaders includ-
Ing the association's convenor
Zamilur Rahman Kabir left the
office and pro-AL leaders
enteredit.

“They went away peace- I
fully after we entered the office
and asked them to leave”

She died showing a rare
courage of braving bullets
and bombs of miscreants to
save herneighbour,

Parvez Howlader, 30, an
activist of Awami League,
died on the spot on the night
of January 4 at Pabla Palpara
under Daulatpur Police
Station in Khulna city as
miscreants sprayed bullets
and threwbomb on him.

His neighbour Suparna
Saha was fatally injured with
bullets and bomb splinters
as she tried to save him. She
died on Friday while under
treatment at Squire Hospital
in Dhaka.

Iwenty-three year old
Shuparna Saha, was a final
year student of MA in Social
science at Daulatpur
Government BL University

confessed Manjur Alam Hasu,
one of the leading pro-AL bus
owners and former president
ofthe association.

However, Hasu told news-
men later that BNP men had
been illegally occupying the
office forlast several years.

UPAZILA POLL CANDIDACY

Police club
AL men in
Batiaghata

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Police charged batons thrice
Saturday to quell clashes
among Awami League activists
duringselection of party candi-
date to contest for the post of
chairman of Batiaghata upazila
parishad.

Contest for selection was
kept open for all the three
candidates of Awami League as
its top district leaders failed to
resolve the crisis due to intra-
party feud.

Chase and counter-chase

| between supporters of two

rival factions of the party began
soon after Khulna district AL
Président Sheikh Hariin-at-
Rashid declared the contest
open for all the three aspirants-
-Ashratul Alam Khan,
Monoranjon Mondol and
Advocate LiakatAli.

Ex-lawmaker and president
of Batiaghata upazila AL Babu
Panchanon Biswas publicly
rebuked Skeikh Haroon-ar-
Rashid for declaring the
contestopen.

Biswas, deprived of party
ticket in the December 29
national election, heads a

faction of the party at

Batiaghata upazilasince 2001.

Biswas wanted Ashraful
Alam Khan to be the party-
backed candidate while Sheikh
Harun favoured Manoranjon
Mondol.

When asked, Biswas said
Ashraful Alam Khan would
contesttheupazilapollas party
candidate, Khulna district unit
president has no right to ignore
majority opinion in favour of
Ashraful, who is organising

College. Shuparna was mar-

RU CORRESPONDENT

ried to Rajib Saha only 16
months ago.

Hearing shots and bomb
blasts, she rushed out of her
house to save neighbour
Parvez. Seeing the miscre-
ants firing at him, she fer-
vently appealed to them to
stop.

But Shuparna fell down as
a bullet hit her head. While
fleeing after finishing the
targeted killing, the miscre-
ants exploded a bomb to

confirm death of the AL
activist. Bomb splinters also
pierced into her head.

For Suparna, it was a rare
show of courage and good
neighbourliness.

She was cremated
Saturday evening at her
husband's native village at
Baroipara under Kalla
upazila in Narail district.

Hundreds of men, women
and children irrespective of
caste and creed gathered to
see the cremation.

Daulatpur police could
not make any headway in
investigation into the double
murder case.

State Minister for Labour
and Employment Begum
Mannujan Sufian and
Khulna City Corporation
Mayor Talukder Abdul
Khaleque went to the house
of Shuparna Saha at Pabla to
console her relatives.
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Punish Shibir men for using

mosque for politics
RU BCL urges acting VC

outsiders in boys' halls and threatened BCL

university central mosque.

On Saturday evening, RU Islami Chhatra
Shibir activists accompanied by a large num-
ber of outsiders held a meeting at the univer-
sity mosque, violating rules of the institu-

tion.

RU Shibir also formed their university unit
committee in presence of Shibir central

leaders there.

political purposes.

The BCL leaders also told the vice chan-
cellor that Shibir gathered a large number of

Leaders of Rajshahi University (RU) unit of
Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) yesterday
met RU acting Vice Chancellor Prof
Mamnunul Keramat at his office and
demanded punishment of the Islami Chhatra
Shibir men who held political meeting at the

BCL RU unit President Ibrahim Hossain
Moon led around one hundred BCL activists
who met RU acting VC Prof Mamnunul
Keramat at his office and demanded immedi-

“ate steps to stop1iseé of the universitycentral’
mosque and mosques at residential halls for

activists to leave the campus.

They requested him to take necessary
steps against the Shibir outsiders.

Later the BCL leaders told newsmen that
the acting vice chancellor assured them of
investigating the matter and taking immedi-
ateaction against the responsible people.

Bangladesh Chhatra Union, Progressive

Students Alliance and pro-JSD Chhatra
League at RU also condemned Shibir for
holding their political meéting at the univer-
sity mosque.

They urged the university authorities to

people.

Hall of RU.

take steps to stop use of mosque for political
purposes and punishment of the responsible

Meanwhile, BCL activists Saturday mid-
night drove away Shibir activists from
Mother Bux Hall and Shaheed Ziaur Rahman

“97ater, " 18aders of BCL and SR®STMPSH
others halls rushed to Mother Bux and

arranged reinstating Shibir and BCL activists

at different rooms of the hall through mutual
understanding.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

v B 5 newsmen

Five journalists working in print
and electronic media received
awards as Mymensingh Press
Club amranged a function for
‘The Best Reporters of the Year-
2008 at Mymensingh Press
Club auditorium yesterday:

Md Babul Hossain, staff
reporter of the Janakantha and
also a correspondent of the ETV,
got the first prize while The
Daily Star comrespondent Md
Aminul Islam and Ittefag corre-
spondent Sheikh Mohiuddin
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Ahmad jointy obtained the
second prize. Daily Sangbad
staff reporter Zillur Rahman

secretary of Khulna districtAL.
Sheikh Harun, on the other
hand, said Biswas would face

PHOTO: STAR

Md Aminul Islam, Mymensingh correspondent of The Daily Star,
receiving the second prize as Mymensingh Press Club arranges

disciplinary action for going S Khan and Jugantor bureau chief
m gjmrqﬁﬂ-q ~ : isi ‘Best Reporters of the Year 2008" award at the club auditorium Ayl Karim Khokon were
2 ¢4 S ﬁi || A FE0O 2 against the decision to keep the ‘Kho
ﬁ\m ' ' T PCe J contestopen. yesterday. awarded the third prize.
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