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UN rights chief speaks

111

of 'war crimes'

AFP, Genera

The UN human rights chief warned a
special session of the Human Rights
Council on Friday that human rights
violations in Gaza and some reported
incidents there might warrant prosecu-
tions for war crimes.

“The vicious cycle of provocation
and retribution must be brought to an
end,” Nawvi Pillay told the council, which
was holding a special session on human
rights violations in the Palestinian terri-
tory.

"Accountability must be ensured for
violations of international law,” she
said, calling for "credible, independent
and transparentinvestigations” as a first
step.

"I remind this council that violations
of international humanitarian law may
constitute war crimes for which individ-
ual criminal responsibility may be
invoked," she added.

But the council meeting ended with-
out agreement on a resolution after
failure to agree on the term of acondem-
nation of human rights abuses since the
[sraeliintervention in Gaza.

The session is expected to decide

Monday whether or not to adopt a draft
resolution tabled by Cuba, Egypt and
Pakistan.

The text seeks the 47-member coun-
cil's condemnation of the Israeli offen-
sive and of the "grave human rights
situation” in Gaza.

The draft resolution tabled late
Friday underlined the civilian toll, espe-
cially in Gaza, and called for "the imme-
diate cessation of Israeli military
attacks" as well as an "end to the launch-
ing of crude rockets against Israeli civil-
ians” in a concession to the European
Union.

Italso demanded that Israel "stop the
targeting of civilians and medical facili-
ties and staff" and that border crossings
bereopened.

However the council remains deeply
split and there was doubt whether an
agreed text could emerge by Monday
night. Some western countries see the
draft as one-sided and said the resolu-
tion should condemn human rights
violations by both sides and not simply
call fora ceasefire.

Pillay called for an independent
investigation of the violence, stressing
that Israel and Palestinian militants had
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an obligation under international
humanitarian law to care for the
wounded, and to protect ambulances,
hospitals, health workers, schools,
civilians as well as their homes.

The High Commissioner under-
scored calls for a ceasefire, warning that
rocket attacks from the Gaza Strip on
[srael and "retaliatory” air strikes by
Israel forces were "unacceptable.”

"The situation is intolerable,” she
said, warning that the overall conditions
for civilians "constitute egregious viola-
tions of human rights.”

But Pillay went further, enumerating
more evidence of violations of interna-
tional humanitarian law from the UN
agencies and the International
Committee of the Red Cross, after civil-
ians and relief workers were killed or
wounded during Israeli attacks.

The meeting comes on the heels of
the UN Security Council's near unani-
mous approval on Thursday of a resolu-
tion calling for an immediate ceasefire
and the unimpeded provision through-
out Gaza of humanitarian assistance.

However, Hamas later rejected that
resolution, and Israel followed by reject-
ing a ceasefire.

PHOTO: AFP

A picture shows smoke and fire from Israeli artillery shells over the Gaza Strip town of Jabalia on Friday as seen from Gaza City. Israel

vowed to keep up its offensive in the Gaza Strip despite a UN resolution calling for animmediate ceasefire.

PHOTO: AFP

Palestinian boys walk past a destroyed building in al-Zeitun neighbourhood following Israeli strikes in Gaza City yesterday. Israeli
troops battled Hamas fighters in Gaza into a third week Saturday as both sides ignored a UN Security Council demand to end the fighting

that has killed more than 800 people.

'‘Aggression’ must stop

Says Palestinian leader

AFP, Alexandria

Eight family
members

killed in
Israeli strike

AFP, Gaza City

Eight members of the same
Palestinian family, including a
12-year-old, were killed on
Saturday by Israeli fire in the
northern town of Jabaliya,
medics and witnesses said.

Six other members of the
Abed Rabbo family were
wounded, according to medics
from Kamel Adune hospital.

“Wewere athome when the
bombing started,” Umm
Mohammed told AFP from
inside the hospital, "We fled
towards anotber house and
the tanks started firing
Several of us were hit."

[sraeli forces killed at least
22 people on Saturday,
according to Dr Muawiya
Hassanein, the head of Gaza
emergency services, as war-
planes launched over 40 air
strikes across the territory
overnightinto Saturday.

AP, Cairo

The Palestinian Authority president urged both
Israel and Hamas to agree to an Egypt-brokered
truce Saturday, but he singled out the Jewish
state, saying it would be responsible for a "wa-
terfall of blood" ifitdidn'tacceptthe deal.

Mahmoud Abbas was in Cairo Saturday for
talks with Egyptian officials on a truce to end
the fighting in the Gaza Strip, now in its 15th
day. In a news conference Saturday after meet-
ing with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak,
Mahmoud Abbas stressed that there was no
time to waste in ending the bloodshed in Gaza,
home to 1.4 million people.

"If any party does not accept it (the truce),
regrettably it will be the one bearing the
responsibility, and if Israel doesn't want to
accept, it will take the responsibility of perpetu-
ating awaterfall ofblood,” Abbas said.

The Palestinian leader also said he hopes the
militant group Hamas, which controls Gaza,
will be able to reach an agreement to end the
fighting, without "hesitation.” Abbas said that
so far, he has not heard any serious reservations
from Hamas on the Egyptian proposal.

Hamas officials from both Gaza and Syria
are also in Cairo for separate talks with
Egyptian officials on a truce. Israeli officials
visited Cairo earlier this week.

Hamas and Abbas's Fatah party, which is
dominant in the West Bank, are fierce political
rivals. Hamas violently took over control of the

Gaza Strip in 2007, and the Palestinian
Authority has no control or power in the coastal
strip. I

The Israeli offensive in Gaza started Dec. 27.
[srael has said that the offensive is designed to
stop Hamas rocket fire into Israel. So far, more
than 750 Palestinians and 13 Israelis have died
since the fighting began.

Abbas said that there is no time to lose in
implementing a peace deal and said that the
Egyptian proposal, put forward earlier this
week by Mubarak at a news conference with
French President Nicolas Sarkozy, is the only
way forward.

Egypt's plan calls for a temporary cease-fire
to allow humanitarian aid into Gaza that would
hopefully lead to a more long-term cease-fire,
negotiations on the underlying problems that
led to the fighting including how to lift the siege
of Gaza and securing the borders, and then
talks between the warring Palestinian factions
aimed at comingup with a unity government.

Both Hamas and Israel have ignored a reso-
lution from the UN Security Council calling for
animmediate cease-fire.

Germany's Foreign Minister Frank-Walter
Steinmeier, who also met Saturday with
Mubarak, later praised Egypt's efforts at
ending the bloodshed. He said that the U.N.
resolution is an important step but the reso-
lution alone has not been enough to end the

fighting. He stressed that conditions in Gaza
aredeteriorating.”

Ten of thousands of Muslims:took to the streets Friday from
Jakarta to Nouakchott to demonstrate their anger at the Israeli
action in Gaza, with the biggest protest taking place in neigh-
bouring Egypt.

More than 50,000 Egyptians rallied after Friday prayers to
condemn the assault against Hamas as protests, sometimes
violent, took place in other parts of the Muslim world.

Legislators affiliated with the opposition Muslim
Brotherhood led the demonstration in the ancient
Mediterranean port city of Alexandria, which echoed to such
slogans as "Down with Israel and with every collaborator.”

' TOSHIBA

Muslim world expresses
anger at Gaza assault
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The anger was directed not only at the Jewish state, but at |
Arab regimes deemed to be complicit in the ongoing Israeli |
blockade of Gaza that has stopped refugees from getting out and |

humanitarian aid from getting in.

"Gaza, excuse us -- opening Rafah is not in our hands,"” went
another slogan, referring to the Gaza-Egyptian border crossing
that President Hosni Mubarak's government in Cairo is refusing
to keep open permanently.

A security official put the turnout at 50,000. Riot police were
seen trying to prevent the demonstration from taking place --
onlyto give up because of the sheer numbers of protesters.

[n the West Bank city of Ramallah, fights broke out between
supporters of Hamas and the rival Fatah faction during a "day of
wrath” protest, prompting police to intervene with tear gas and
baton charges.

Some 3,000 demonstrated at the behest of Hamas in Hebron,
throwing stones at Israeli soldiers who responded with rubber
bullets. Several thousand meanwhile shouted "Death to Israel”
in Nablus, while young Palestinians clashed with police in
Jerusalem. :

Thousandsrallied in Doha, Abu Dhabi, Bahrein and Kuwait.

UN to resume aid
distribution

AFP, United Nations possible," the two organisa-
: tions said.
UNRWA suspended opera-

tions in the enclave on

The United Nations has
decided to resume aid distri-
bution for embattled
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip
after receiving security assur-
ances from Israel, the world
bodyannounced.

The news came in a joint
statement late Friday by the
UN Relief and Works Agency
(UNRWA) and the UN Special
Coordinator for the Middle
East Peace Process.

They said the United
Nations had received "credi-
ble assurances that the secu-
rity of UN personnel, installa-
tions and humanitarian oper-

was hit by two Israeli tank
shells, killing one UN contract
driver and wounding a sec-
ond.

The International
Committee of the Red Cross
also restricted its Gaza opera-
tions after one of its vehicles was
hit, apparently by Israeli fire.

Friday at the defence ministry
in Tel Aviv, Israel "deeply
regretted” the incidents and

government policy, UN offi-
cials said.

Thursday after a UN convoy |

At a high-level meeting |

said they did not reflect official |
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Career Opportuni

Rangs Industries Ltd. exclusive distributor of world renowned brands Toshiba, Pioneer,
Mitsubishi Generator, Power Bank and Toshin requires applications from deserving candidates

for the following posts:

Manager (Corporate Sales)

The incumbent would be In-Charge of a sales team required to sell commercial generators, air
conditioner and other Elecrical/Electronics household appliances to different institutions. He will
be directly involved in organizing his team, setting target and achieving the set target.

Core competence would be excellent salesmanship. Prospective candidates must have proven
success slories in Corporate Sales and experience in leading sales team. Minimum qualification
s graduate in commerce with minimum 05 years of experience in management level in a reputed
company. Age not exceeding 38 years.

National Sales Manager (Retail)

The incumbent would be In-Charge of all retail sales activities & showroom network for the entire
country. He/she must be able to lead a team of sales, analyze sales trends, prepare market plan,
make annual forecasts in line with market trend and manage the inventories at different
region/national level. He/she should be able to coordinate with Area Sales Managers for timely
submission of sales forecasts, requisite reports & consolidating those at national level.

The core competence for selection would be Salesmanship. Required qualification would be
master degree with sales & marketing background. He/she must have 05 years practical
experience in similar position in a reputed company. The incumbent would be fluent in both
written & spoken English and willing to travel frequently. Age not exceeding 38 years.

Manager- Accounts

Chartered Accountant with 7 years practical experience in preparation of Final Accounts, Budget
and Management Reports. The incumbent should have knowledge in computerized accounting
package with analytical ability. Should be able to guide/ supervise team members to accomplish
their jobs on time. Fluency in English both written & spoken is must. Age within 40 years

Manager- Logistics & Distribution:

The incumbent would mainly be responsible to organize distribution of Electronics products to
different showrooms and dealers all over the country. He would also be responsible for
maintaining proper inventory of products in the Central Godown.

Must be Graduate of any discipline with computer knowledge and should have good
administrative control on logistics & distribution matter. ldeal candidate should be smart and have
the ability to guide team members to run all distribution related work smoothly in a cost affective
manner. Experience in the similar position would be preferred. Age not exceeding 40 years.

Area Service Manager: For Dhaka, Chittagong, North and South Regions

The ideal candidate would lead service personnel engaged in maintenance and repair of audio-
visual products, air-conditioners/refrigerators, and industrial/portable generators. He will be
responsible for providing satisfactory service to customers, achieve warranty and commercial
service targets, procure new service contracts and coordinate with sales team in achieving
company objectives. The candidate must clearly mention region on top of envelope for which he

IS applying.

Education and skill requirements:
B.Sc. Engineer (Electrical / Mechanical) having minimum S years of relevant experience.

Service Engineer (Audio-Visual):
B. Sc. Engineering (Electrical & Electronics) experienced in maintenance & repairing of audio-
visual products is desired. Age limit 30 years.

Service Engineer (AC & Ref.):

B. Sc. Engineer (Mechanical) experienced in installation, maintenance & repairing of all kinds of
air-conditioners & refrigerator is desired. Age limit 30 years.

Junior Service Engineer (Generator): For Chittagong

Diploma Engineer (Mechanical/Electrical) having 5 years experience in installation, testing,
commissioning and servicing of industrial/portable generators.

Junior Service Engineer (AC & Ref): For Dhaka & Chittagong

Diploma Engineer (Mechanical) having minimum 5 years experience in air-conditioning &
refrigeration & other home appliances may apply.

Service Technicians (AC & Ref): For Dhaka, Chittagong & Bogra

Candidate having HSC/SSC with Trade Course and minimum three years experience in air-
conditioning & refrigeration and other home appliances is desired. Educational qualification may
be relaxed for highly experienced candidates.

Service Technicians (Generator): For Bogra and Khulna

Candidates having SSC/HSC with Trade Course and minimum three years practical experience
In gasoline/diesel generator installation and maintenance is desired. Educational qualification
may be relaxed for highly experienced candidates.

Store Officer:

Science Graduate or Diploma Engineer having 3 years experience in management of spare-parts
store and good computer skills may apply.

Please send your detalled CV along with a recent photograph and cover letter ( mentioning the
post in the cover letter and envelope also) on or before 22 th January 2009 to;

Managing Director,

Rangs Industries Ltd.,

Wage Eamners Hostel Complex( 2nd floor),

71-72 Old Elephant Road, Eskaton , Dhaka 1000, Bangladesh

ations would be fully
respected.

"On this basis, UN staff
movements suspended yes-
terday will resume as soon as

PHOTO: AFP
Palestinian children fill canisters with water in the Zeitun district of Gaza City yesterday, The United

Nations has decided to resume aid distribution for embattied Palestinians in the Gaza Strip after
receiving security assurances fromIsrael, the world body announced.
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At that meeting the UN
officials also received assur-
ances regarding their future
security. |
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