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BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia addresses arally at Sonaimuri High School ground yesterday for four-
party alliance candidate barrister Mahbub Uddin for the stalled parliamentary polls in Noakhali-1.

BANGABANDHU MURDER

2 judges to be appointed
soon to dispose ot case

ASHUTOSH SARKAR

Two judges may be appointed 10 the Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court this week as per
the recommendations of the Supreme Judicial
Commission, paving the way for the disposal of
long pending Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman murder case.

Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister barrister Shafique Ahmed yesterday
told The Daily Star that steps will be taken this
week to fill up the two vacant posts of judges in
the Appellate Division.

The Supreme Judicial Commission on

October 16 recommended four senior most
iudges of the High Court Division for the two
Appellate Division posts that have been lying
vacant since July 2 last year. The recommended
judges are Justice Shah Abu Nayeem Mominur
Rahman. Justice Md Abdul Quddus, Justice Md

Abdul Aziz and Justice Bijan Kumar Das.

The president will appoint two of them as
the Appellate Division judges.

Barrister Abdullah-al Mamun, a counsel for
the convicts in Bangabandhu murder case, said
as per rules a bench of at least three judges of
the Appellate Division is required for hearing
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Ashura
observed

UNB, Dhaka

The holy Ashura, commemo-
rating the Karbala tragedy, was
observed across the country
as elsewhere in the Mushm
world on Thursday with due
religious fervour.

On this day in Hijri year 61,
Hazrat Imam Hossain, grand-
son of Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad (SM), made
supreme sacrifice to uphold
the true teachings of Islam.

Hazrat Imam Hossain
along with his family mem-
bers and some close associ-
ates embraced martyrdom in
the hands of Yazid's forces in

the desert of Karbala
President lajuddin Ahmed

and Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina issued separate mes-

sages ontheoccasion.
Different organisations

held various programmes in
observance of the day. The day
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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Shias bring out a mourning procession in older part of the capital
yesterday on the occasion of holy Ashura.

Benazir Bhutto.
The counterintelligence
source did not say how the
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

TRI-NATION CUP
Tigers open
against
Zim today

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh take on
Zimbabwe in the opening
match of thé Grameenphone
Tri-Nation Cup at the Sher-e-
Bangla Stadium in Mirpur
today.

The match will be telecast
live on Bangladesh Television
from9.00am.

The Tigers' team manage-
ment have decided to leave
out rookie paceman Rubel
Hossain, left-arm spinner
Enamul Haque while naming
Mahmudullah Riyad as the
likely twelfth man. This would
mean Bangladesh will be
going with three paceman
including Nazmul Hossain,
who last played in a one-dayer
in Australialastyear.

Shakib Al Hasan, Mehrab
Hossain and Nayeem Islam
will make up the spin trioon a
wicket expected to offer assis
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Strike sparks
fuel crisis
in India

AFP, New Delhi

Petrol stations in cities across
India ran dry today as a strike
for better pay by state oil
employees entered a third day
and talks with the government
broke down.

"We had some discussions
but we are yet to reach a con-
clusion,” Sarthak Behuria, the
chairman of Indian Oil
Corporation told reporters
after overnight talks with the

petroleum minister.
More than 45,000 employees

at government-run oil compa-
nies halted work Wednesday to
press forhigher pay.

Petrol stations in many |

cities put up signs saying they
had run out of stock, while
motorists formed huge
queues outside other hlling
stations.
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61 Bangladeshis rescued
from boat in Bay

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

L e o ow Bt aw e e 1N e bad il of Modiaworid Ltd

. The Indian Coast Guard on Thursday rescued and apprehended
61 Bangladeshi nationals allegedly trying to enter illegally into

Thailand in a mechanised boat through the Bay of Bengal.
“We rescued and apprehended 61 Bangladeshi nationals in

the Bay of Bengal yesterday while they were going to immigrate
illegally into Thailand,” Coast Guard Andaman and Nicobar
region spokesperson Commandant Akshay Jain said.
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Tk 1-2 lakh each in city |

KAILASH SARKAR

Stolen cars are sold between
Tk 1 and 2 lakh each while a
stolen motorbike costs Tk
25.000 to 35,000 on the black
market in and around the
capital.

The car thieves with the
help of a section of
Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority (BRTA) officials
even provide the buyer with
fake papers and duplicate

number plates.
Dhaka Metropolitan Police

(DMP) sources said over 1,000
motor vehicles including car,
motorbike and CNG-run
auto-rickshaws were stolen in
thelastoneyear.

During the period, the
DMP recovered over 250
stolen vehicles while over 300
people were arrested in con-
nection with the thelts across

the country.

DMP Commissioner Naim
Ahmed told The Daily Star
that the vehicle thieves get
released from prison easily
through the loopholes of the

existing legal system and
resume their activities soon

after getting freed.
“New laws need to be

enacted so that they cannot
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1
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Arrested persons along with smuggled motorbikes and cars.

STAR REPORT

More world leaders have
congratulated Sheikh Hasina
on her assumption of the
office of prime minister.

UN Secretary General Ban
Ki-moon, In a IMessage on
Thursday, extended his greet-
ing to Sheikh Hasina for taking
over as Bangladesh prime
minister.

The UN chief also hailed
the people of Bangladesh for
holding the national election
in a peaceful manner for

demadctatic ransition.
He appreciated the initia-

tives of Hasina for working
SEE PAGE 5 COL 5

Prayer Timing
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