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2 abducted businessmen Atackon Suamp &
!
BNP leader's Curzon Hall
rescued, seven arrested  houseincity deferred
P U
BSS, Chirtagong They were bl;uughtdln the port city along STAFF CORRESPONDENT 2 COHRESPONDM
with the microbus and kept into custody in | - . . : The examinatio L
The police arrested seven kidnappers and Panchlaish police station for interrogation. ﬂv;:gl:mg?f%“;f ;dkT n:?;itsy University nche:.m:ar:h?
rescued two real estate businessmen in the One laptop, two bank cheques with signa- Corporation (DCC) were held at Curzon Hall ?1 . |
early hours of yesterday. tures of the victims, several office files, 13 cellu- | .0 dalised twice alleged] by been postponed until tom:;“
The police arrested the seven after inter- lar phone sets, Tk 28,500 were also seized from :\wam{ ol uctigvist: 4 row due to unavuldnblr.
cepting a Dhaka-bound microbus near their possession, Madhya Basabo yesterda circumstances, says a ;ﬂi
Daudkandi, a CMP press release said. According to the case filed in this connec- Talking to Tl’:n Dail: y;;t & release. P |
The police said the kidnappers released the  tion, the kidnappers had dragged Haji Delwar | (. 4 Cutznmiﬁiionnr E'it;lan'; Fresh dates for the deferred ;.
businessmen -- Haji Delwar Hossain and Abu  and Jafar into an awaiting microbus in frontol | 4 - sni.‘n A lt:nn Xt Wind. exams will be announced |
7afar -- from the microbus when the law the office of RF Properties in Nasirabad reaid cnt' of Ward 27 BNP so0n. i
enforcers were chasing them. Haji Delwar is the Housing Society on Thursday noon at gunpoint E"D ed tht Iuc;l AT ‘Ont e Other parts of the examina
chairman of RF Properties Ltd and Abu Zafar is and sped away. ranguckmllhiﬂh: s lmb s tion schedule will remai:;
director of RF Buildedrs Itd. On receiving complaint from Omar Faruk, 5,36 & gh d'i i] » f;-gnﬂ o unchanged, itadded. I
The arrestees are Dewan Koushik Ahmed son of Haji Delwar, the CMP sent wireless mes- | g o m‘ E:(E;:s d'mi:ar:e d
Nadim, Jahangir Nazim, a physician, sagetoallcorners of the country asking the law e _ 3 -
Mohammad Sohel, Mirajul Islam alias Miru, enforcers to remain alert. Following the mes- d;m"" wmdr;ws {nd Humifure Obltua-ry »
Mirza Shafayet Jahan, Mohammad Sharif, and sage, Daudkandi police managed to arrest the f' I d’T"—" [“lr:] ouses,” he said,
Nurunnabi, driver of the microbus. kidnappers. aqding. Snat u:"f gadres also BSS, Galbandha
threatened to kill him.
: . 2 The police, however, said emoto star | Alhaj Abdul Wadud Mondal, a
some unruly youths made the | Two groups of devotees scuffle at Baitul Mukarram National Mosque over adispute over appointment | senior member of Gaibandha
Srae 1 alr Strl es On a_za attacks as they were driven | ofthe new Khatib yesterday. (Story on Page 1) DAT /\MSOGATON, DSNSG
away after they gathered in due to a cardiac arrest at Sadar
d d frontof the house. iuc?gl::atifg Tuesday night at
BNP LEADER STABBED BCL f : f- h . ll : |
conaemne Our Correspondent in actions fight at DU Zia Hall | 2o S |
etrokona reports: oca
STAFE CORRESPONDENT d‘emician Prof Seraju! Islam and dqn}am:ied an _cnd to the | BNP leader wu,‘; stabbed alleg- | FROMPAGE 1 control. had confined Sumon to a toilet i?{;iuri hl;it ;:a:;hg‘:’w;‘; :
Choudhury said America and masskillingimmediately. edly by Awami League activ- 1 have 5“‘-‘;"‘““‘-‘1 (;“)' Accusing hall provost of after assaulting him with sharp | buried at Galbandha munic. ',
Different political and socio- 5“;‘;‘1 Eurnpeaqblsta}es ?hm So}‘{uman ngﬂ“ RE?’IE}V Ists at Arinagar village in ;;z;%natiﬂ[& 5&‘“{1;}“ 4Y  backing up identified JCD activ- weapons. ipality graveyard on |
cultural organisations yester- Ma y responsi E or the Society fnrmcda uman chain | Kendualast night. ISDE e a“d,, Opeit  jsts and Islami Chhatra Shibir DU unit president Tipu, | Wednesday. "
day condemned the Israeli air lullmgsm Gaza because thf_-se 1!1fmnt nf{‘latmngl Museun} at The victim. Md Afzal E’:lﬁ_ Enf-'fc‘:*;gl?m ; [[;IPf activists in the dorm, Badsha however, denied the allegation |
strikes on Gaza. ff‘““?,““ _glw‘ayﬁ patronise Sha‘hbfighmthe City protesting | Hossain, vice-president of sz dl:tecrg . e Dally group at around 2:00am stageda  and said Salman has been
They said Israel as well as lhrﬂ‘ﬂh“‘“ﬂh'mﬁ- o ~ thekillings. Sandikon union BNP was J;li suu?-é: BrEIE i demonstration demanding involved in the BCL politics since 1
America and the European - Banglades am.{ltantrlk Banglgdesh Chhatra rushed: to. Dhaka: Medical 41 > resignation of the provost They thel/11changeover.

P . - Dal (BSD) held a protestrallyat  Moitree will hold a rally and | - o erupted when a group of BCL : T : |
countries are also responsible , . ; ; College Hospital. m loval to DU it BCL also vandalised glasses of the BCL university unit leaders '
forthe heinous act. Muktangan in the city con- bringouta protestprocession The relati ot én loyal to unit b provost's room. handed i Zia hall resl-

: : demning the attacks. on Dhaka University campus e relatives of the victim | president Sohel Rana Tipu : - S K4

Writers and cultural activ- B . Y P alleged that the AL activists | launched & Denying the allegation of his  dents--Zakaria Rahman Ziku, a
o e In a statement, BNP also at 10:00am today demanding B a an attack on another . : -
ists under the banner of 'Jana d d the Israeli ks dtoth killi attacked Afzal at about | grouployaltoitsgeneral secretary involvement provost Prof Borhan  student of English, Selim Reza of ¢
Sanskriti Mancha' staged a condemned the Israeli attac A B 8:00pm over previous feud. Sajjad Saqib Badsha with sharp told the reporters that he, beinga  Sociology, Shafiullah Shihan of ,
%er_rf?nrstratmn on Dhaka Sub-inspector Shah Jahan weapons over establishing avilized man, would quit and  Psychology, Bullet of Peace and 780 %
niversity campus to protest /. eaid they could not identify supremacyinthe dormataround never_tocumeback}agam Cunf_llct. Touhidul Islam of 4 -
theattack. O S — thaatrkers 12:20am. [njured BCL activists—-Shohag  Political Science and Ruhul <
At the rally, renowned aca- WEATHER 10 IN lllRE[) 1IN NOAKHALI BCL men backed by Badsha and Sumon, 4th year students of Karim of History, and Kamal, a A
: - N ATTACK alleged that Kamal and Salman Sociology Department, Himel, Dhaka College student to police Sl
NOH'JUdlClal T o) D A Y UNB sdde: Atleast 10 tvista who had recently been migrated ~ first year student of Finance and  for their involvement in the 3R 5
3 3¢ Br:JP-l;gd o et B BCL from BNP's student front Chunnu, another first year stu-  violence, police sourcessaid. Death an_niversary
stamp available . d four-party coali- | jytivatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) dent were rushed to the Dhaka Students belonging to BCL
Temp erature may fa_ll tion were injured in an attack | o 4heTipugroupintheclash. Medical College Hospital. politics feared the recurrence of METRO DESK
at pOSt oftices allegedly by grand alliance BCL activists also ransacked Shohag was later shifted to  such incident at Sir AF Rahman : ;
UNB, Dhaka supporters at Nayanpur in | around 10 rooms at the hall. Hall ity orthopedic hospital while Halland Salimullah Muslim Hall | 10d2Y 1s e Brst death anmi-
BSS, Dhaka g , | Chatkhil, Noakhalilastnight. | authorities immediately rushed Himel was admitted to a city ifthe migration of identified JCD versary of veteran photojour-
Weather is likely to rgmamdr}'mthtempnrarypardyclmldy Witnesses said the Awami | to the hall compound and hospital. Activists of Badsha men to BCL politics continued to nalist Mohammad Alam, says
The government has urged the sky over the countryinnext 12 hours as of 6:00pm today. - League-led grand alliance | brought the situation under group alleged that Tipu's men goon. apressrelease. _
valued customers to purchase nght m_nmderqte fog may occur over the country during supporters stopped a bus On the o ccasion,
non-judicial stamp from post latequgliiltttlll murn&ng. Me{?ajti‘lge ;a;laddmameEﬁL 2 carrying the fmf”_pan), activ- £ g isanglgdgsh mnt:uigumahsts'
offices across the country. ighttemperature may y2-3degree Leisiusoverine ists rerunning from an elec- R t BCL t Sh b e e old a discus-
According to a press release country,it adfiﬂ‘d_- | tion rally addressed by BNP ue men Ous S 1 ].r sionatits office.
of the Postal Department, the Yesterday's hlghﬂ:at temperature of 30.2 degree Celsius chairperson Khaleda Zia at In a letter sent to the DCC
non-judicial stamp is readily was recorded at Cox's Bazar and the lowest of 9.7 degrees at Chatkhil upazila headquarters | FROM PAGE 16 arrested. Jahangir Hossain said addi- | ™aYor yesterday, the associa-
svallable In all post offices and Srimongal. ) | i _ atabout7:00pm. out of their rooms at All the injured persons tional police were deployed | o0 called for naming 2 city
anyone can buyitat fair prices. mn{::;;‘::‘ setsin the capitalat5:29pmandrisesat6:44am | | They :]hmhea& upi[ljhc BN][‘ %}i];:l];dlfilell?]?n:l:dh:n:hzgf’l wvr;- taken to Rajshahi on the Ruet campus to avoid street after Mohammad Alam.
: . | : activists, leaving the eople 1 '
: HF p;e & m]egfe sl;ud e The highest and lowest temperature and humidity injured. : R : clashed with Shibir activists méﬁ]} mC::r ltlreegaznijﬁts‘p{::‘i mgmg%%& ThomasF Gomes
1-.upﬂp‘_~ 0 un‘u? ]‘:Id Cli: ;imnﬁ rgcurdedin some major citiesan_dlnxmsyesterdggwgre: Threb of theinjured-- Jubo “4n front of Ziaur Rahman BCL activists were alﬁ:‘ Hostel s 2R ;EH: METRO DESK & -
wasrecen(ySIoWaRpsads City/Town Temperature in Humidity in Dal léader Kamal Uddin; 35, | hall.’ * / NEl din the clash & Gals hdSolce i : :
of printing papers, giving an . le y 39, : njuredin the clash. +'ers and police jointly raided .

Celsius percentage and activists Ershad, 30, and As the news of violence : Today is the
afvantage g some vendors as i N T < i _ , 30, ne - Following the campus Shaheed Shah Mainul Ahsan S0 desth
Aiellanoested Qe ik |G mHaks e P Sg 43 Nazim, 32, -- were admitted to spread, BCL and Shibir violence, the Ruet Syndicate Pinku and Shaheed Kazi g Pl
money through selling it at Chittagon >80 g o 54 aprivate clinic. TEEWUPFd themselves and at an emergency meetingon Nurunnabi hostels of of'Ihumaer};

T e : ng - : The election rally was | locked in a two hour-long Thursday postponed all Rajshahi Medical College in
gherprice Rajshahi 25.4 14.5 84 74 arranged in support of BNP | clash, which continued till ¢l Asebet alEa Gomes, says
"Now the supply of non- M iiha 27 2 16.6 30 23 g L e 28 classes and schedule exam- the earlyhou:sThursdaybut a press
P lichal s Wateaiv asthe i e i o 4 i e a 3:00am. Butb the groups inations of the university for no outsider was found. release.
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During interrogation, the | and Rapid Action Battalion in search of Shibir activists On December 3 last year, On the occasion, prayers
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. : _ : | ing in the sea for three days | situation under control. with outsiders, rejecting the a clash between BCL and | Kakrailinthecityat5:30pm.
;:??ETEZGSE du}mm iail easily,” ;;?pu'ﬁ;h:ﬁfvgs&s :—‘231"-:10“;; ﬁgg;ersi:tf:ﬁegi"; l?il:feil:_" without ration and water after | They also raided Shaheed decisionofRuetSyndicate.  Shibir activists over captur- All his admirers are
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Team' to curb vehicle theft in
the capital.

DMP officials said about
400 car thieves from over 30
gangs are active in and around
the capital.

They apply new methods
including the use of sedatives
to steal vehicles and sell those
on the black market.

Talking to The Daily Star,
several vehicle thieves, who
were arrested by the police at
different places, disclosed the
methods they use.

The 'Vehicle Theft
Prevention Team' led by
Additional Deputy
Commissioner Mohammad
Masudur Rahman has
unearthed the existence of
a new gang that uses a
unique method to steal
vehicles.

The team arrested a female
member of the gang, Faria
Mejbabh, 20, also a student of a
private university, who admit-

take her to a specific place
where heraccomplices walit.

When the youth parks the
motorbike there, she takes
him some distance away from
the spot. Her accomplices
then get away with the motor-
bike.

Vehicle thief Suman
Hawlader, who was arrested
on October 18 in the capital's
Mohammadpur, said, "We
knock down a biker hitting
with our private car from
behind. Then we point fire-
arms at therider and force him
to go away leaving the motor-
bike."

He said they also stole
vehicles parked at various
places in the city and sold
those changing their number
plates and colour.

Suman, who hails from
Shariatpur, said his gang has
six members including driver,
mechanics and duplicate key
makers.

They hide the stolen

BNP front bodies

FROM PAGE 1

Earlier, addressing party
leaders and workers at
Comilla Circuit House, she
said, “Don't get frustrated.
Keep working together.
Committees of BNP and
associate bodies down to the
grassroots level will be dis-
banded and rebuilt through
elections.”

Canvassing at
Noakhali-1, Khaleda said,
"The caretaker govern-
ment worked for a particu-
lar party, and the four-
party alliance was forcibly
defeated in the polls, In
last two years, they [care-
taker administration]
tortured people, so much
so that everyone wanted to
getrid of them.”

She warned the Election
Commission and the admin-
istration against rigging in
the January 12 vote, “At least
hold this election in a free
and fair manner. Otherwise,
people will wage a move-
ment against the commis-

sion.”

She said her party would
cooperate with the new
government so that it can
fulfil its pledges.

"We want peace, disci-
pline and development. But
we won't tolerate any anti-
people activities,” she con-
tinued.

The BNP chairperson
accused the AL government
of persecuting her party
men. “They are killing our
leaders and activists.

“In 1996, Awami League
began their rule by killing
Sumon and this time they
have killed Nazrul.”

She said the government
must stop 'political repres-
sion’ immediately if it is to
get cooperation from the
opposition parties,

Selima Rahman, Mojibur
Rahman Sarwar, Barkatullah
Bulu, Shahiduddin
Chowdhury Anny, Mosharraf
Hossain, among others,
spoke at the rallies.

Munshiganj, he said adding
that each gang member gets
Tk 4,000-5,000 for stealing a
motorbike and Tk 5,000-
10,000 foracar.

Suman, who has been
involved in car theft forthe last
12 years, said his gang steals at
least 10 vehicles amonth.

Another car thief Joynal,
arrested recently by the DB
officials, said Ramna police
arrested him two years ago on
charge of stealing vehicles but
he resumed his activities soon
after getting released from the
prison.

Both Suman and Joynal
said they often provide buy-
ers with fake papers with the
help of a section of BRTA
officials.
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Media award

The media award giving ceremony
for excellence in investigative
journalism will be held.
International Council for
Advancement of Bangladesh will
confer the award. Venue: National
Press Club. Time: 4:00pm.

Discussion

Bangamata Parishad organises a
discussion marking the home
coming day of Bangabandhu.
Venue: National Press Club. Time:
10:30pm.

Musical soiree

Bengal Foundation organises a
musical soiree. Venue: Bengal
Shilpalay. Time: 7:00pm.

Reception

National Crafts Council of
Bangladesh will accord a
reception to Unesco Craftsperson
Award winning Bangladeshi
craftspersons. Venue: WVA
auditorium. Time: 3:00pm.

Rotary Dhaka Central

The regular meeting of Rotary
Club of Dhaka Central will be held.
Venue: Dhaka Club. Time:
1:30pm.
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Bangladeshi nationals did not
have a compass, which could
tell the direction in which they
were moving and were wan-
dering for three days in the
sea. They had exhausted their
ration and drinking water," he
said.

Giving details of the opera-
tion, Jain said "a coast guard
helicopter on surveillance
sortie at 1030 hours on
January 8 sighted a black
coloured mechanised boat
near Rutland Island south of
Port Blair with 50-60 people on
board waving for help after
they had lost their way to
Thailand.”

The boat, he said, had
sailed from Cox's Bazaar on
January 1 towards the South-
East Asian country and lostits
way and came close to the

Andaman islands.
After locating the boat, the

helicopter sent a message to
the Coast Guard regional
headquarters in Port Blair,
which diseatched a C-140 fast
interceptor boat towards the
mechanised boat to bring it

safely to the shore.
"A Dornier surveillance

aircraft and a helicopter along
with a Coast Guard ship were
sent to sanitise the area and
look out for any other such

boats," the officials said.
The ship reached the boat

at 1400 hours and after taking
the boat in its custody, interro-
gated the men and escorted
them to the Coast Guard
facilities in Port Blair at 2130
hours in the evening.

"After carrying out prelimi-
nary investigation of the
Bangladeshi nationals, the
Coast Guard handed them
over to the local police for
further interrogation,” Jain

said.
On December 26 2008, the

Coast Guard rescued another
batch of 105 Bangladeshi and
Myanmarese nationals who
were also going to Malaysia.

Urgent steps to cut rice price

FROM PAGE 1
commerce ministry control

commodity price by reducing
duty whenrequired.

The commerce minister
should have discussions with
all the business chambers and
traders at first to have a clear
conception of the entire sec-
tor. The top priority task of the
commerce minister would be
forming a good coordination
with the finance ministry, he
observed.

Tofail also said a lot of
homework would be wise for
new Commerce Minister Col
(retd) Faruk Khan for smooth
functioning of his ministry
regarding some highly techni-
calissues.

Another heavyweight AL
lawmaker Amir Hossain Amu
has also been dropped from
the cabinet. He served as the
food minister during the last
AL government.

"As people's expectations
soar, the main target of the
government should be to curb
food prices, especially the
price of rice. Prices of essen-
tials would reduce automati-
cally once the price of rice is
under control,” Amu

observed.
"As soon as the new food

minister takes over his office,
he should have an immediate
and detailed assessment of
food consumption, produc-
tion target and current pro-
duction in the country to cope
with price hike," he observed.

Agriculturist Dr Abdur
Razzak is a new face in the
food ministry who is a first-
time minister as well,

Amu also suggests that
once the assessment is ready
the government must take
measures to import rice if
there is a probability of short-
fall in production and build a

stock to face future crisis.
He emphasizes the neces-

sity to ensure that imported
rice is well-distributed at the
right ime.

MK Anwar, one of two
senior BNP leaders who have
won the election, said though
there is no scope for indus-
trialisation by the public
sector it would not be wise to

totally exclude the sector.
Anwar was industries

minister for a few years until
he became the agriculture
minister during the last BNP-
Jamaat-led four-party govern-

ment.
Hasina has chosen

Industries Minister Dilip
Barua from the left-block in
her grand alliance. Barua has
never been a lawmaker and is
a technocrat minister in
Hasina's cabinet.

From his experiences in
running the industries minis-
try MK Anwar said as the
fertiliser industry requires
huge investment, the private
sector stays away from it. He
said the public sector should

come forward in this regard.

"The interest rate for
industrial financing is much
higher and itis a big challenge
to deal with for industrialis-
ation," he added.

He also underlined weak
infra-structure for industrial-
isation mentioning that sup-
ply of power and gas is not
ensured in the country.

"Another challenge for the
industries ministry is to
ensure the infra-structural
support as these issues are
dealt by different ministries,”
he observed.

Tofail also from his experi-
ence as an industries minister
suggests immediately making
domestic industries vibrant,
expanded and functional.

He also suggests reducing
duty on raw materials besides
increasing the duty on fin-
ished goods.

Tofail holds Bangladesh
Chemical Industries
Corporation (BCIC) as an
important institution for the
industries ministry.

He said the industries
minister should have a clear
knowledge about present
status of fertiliser production
and demand, probable
demand and production, and
should import the required
quantity assoon as possible.

He said the process of
import should be initiated at
least six months before a
certain material is required, as
the import process is time
consuming.

Maintaining law and order
by removing extortion and
criminal activities is another
challenge and one of the most
important things for uninter-
rupted industrialisation.

Talking about agriculture
MK Anwar put emphasis on
ensuring farmers' full-time
concentration on agricultural
fields.

"Nowadays farmers have
the opportunity to shift their
profession to many other jobs,
small businesses and trades,
which are more profitable. So
agriculture must be made
profitable to keep farmers
stick to their profession,” he
added.

He puts importance on the
necessity to reduce prices of
agricultural materials through
providing subsidy.

Motia Chowdhury is made
the agriculture minister once
again since she had success-
fully held the same portfolio.

"One percent agricultural
land becomes non-
agricultural every year due to

other usage of land. There
would be no land left for agn-
cultural use after 50 yearsifthe
trend continues,” MK Anwar

observed.
He prioritises efforts to

keep agricultural land intact
He also thinks complex prob-
lems like Farakka Barrage and
climate change must be
addressed.

Repeatedly stressing the

importance of generating
employment opportunities,
former finance and planning
minister Saifur Rahman sug-
gests bringing back business-
men, who left the country in
fear of backlash in last two
years.
He however does not see
any major crisis for the pres-
ent government as prices of
essentials are coming down
globally.

"I don't think there will be a
crisis for the new government.
Everything is in their favour
and there is no challenge for
them as prices of essentials
including rice and wheat are
coming down internation-
ally,” he said.

Renowned economist AMA
Muhith is the new finance
minister who had the same€
portfolio during HM Ershad’s
regime.

"Only reducing the price
will not bring much help for
the people unless they have an
income to purchase. So creat-
ing employment OppOrtis
ties is important,” Saifur

added.
He emphasises the neces:

sity of taking massive
programmes, strengthening
expansionary monitory poli-
cies and promoting invest-
ment to tackle the unemploy-
ment problem. He also SUg-
gests increasing energy Pro-

duction. 38 -
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