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Pakistan will act on Mumbai
suspects if evidence is

'‘credible’

AFP, Islamabad

Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani said
yesterday his government remained
committed to punishing Pakistani
nationals accused of taking part in the
Mumbai attacks if "credible” evidence is
given against them.

Gilani made the comments during
talks with Richard Boucher, the US assis-
tant secretary of srate for South and
Central Asia, who arrived in Islamabad
early Monday in a bid to defuse simmer-
ing tensions between Pakistan and India.

Gilani spoke of "Pakistan's persistent
efforts to defuse the current tensions with
India, and his government's commitment
to take action against any Pakistani
national in case credible evidence is
provided, " his office said.

Earlier Monday, Indian Foreign
Minister Pranab Mukherjee said that New
Delhi had handed over to Islamabad what
It said was evidence linking the Islamic
militants who carried out the late
November attacks to "elements in
Pakistan."”

: Gilani

Pakistan said it had received the dos-
sierand was reviewingit.

New Delhi has blamed the arttacks --
which left 172 people dead, including
nine of the gunmen -- on the banned
Pakistan-based militant group Lashkar-
e-Taiba, which is fighting Indian rule in
divided Kashmir,

Islamabad had repeatedly said that
India had not provided any evidence
linking the Mumbai attackers with
Pakistan.

Mukherjee said the Indian dossier
included details of the interrogation of
Mohammed Ajmal Amir Iman -- also
known as Mohammed Ajmal Kasab --
who is the lone surviving gunman and
who Indiasays is a Pakistani national,

[t also details the militants' communi-
cations with "elements" in Pakistan
during the attack, recovered weapons and
other equipment, retrieved global posi-
tioningsystem data and satellite phones.

A number of US officials have visited
both Pakistan and India, including US
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and
her deputy John Negroponte, following

the attacks in a bid to defuse tensions
between the nuclear-armed rivals.

Boucher, who arrived in Pakistan early
Monday, also met with Foreign Minister
Shah Mehmood Qureshi and President
Asif Ali Zardari, who gave him an award
for his service to Pakistan.

Zardari said Boucher had been "in-
strumental in promoting a stable, broad-
based and long-term Pakistan-US rela-
tionship,” the Associated Press of
Pakistan news agency reported.

Boucher was scheduled to give a press
conference later Monday.

Gilani and Boucher also discussed
Pakistan's ongoing cooperation in the
US-led "war on terror,” with the US diplo-
mat quoted by Gilani's office as saying
Washington “fully appreciated Pakistan's
difficulties in the fightagainst terror.”

Officials in Washington and Kabul
have repeatedly said in the past that
Pakistan is not doing enough to crack
down on Taliban and al-Qaeda linked
militants in its rugged tribal areas on the
border with Afghanistan.
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The United States and Afghanistan say
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Sri Lanka's troops move into action in Paranthan, north of Colombo on Sunday. Sri Lanka's army said it was moving in on the jungle
stronghold of the Tamil Tiger rebels, in a final assault aimed atending the longest-running ethnic war in Asia.

Pakistan opens Nato
supply route

AFP, Peshawar

Pakistan Monday reopened
during dayume hours a key
northwest supply route for
Western troops in Afghanistan,
a local official said, as the army
wrapped up an anti-militant
driveinthe area.

The administrator of the

Khyber tribal area in north-
west Pakistan, Tarig Hayat,
told reporters that the curfew
along the Khyber Pass had
been lifted from 8:00 am until
7:00 pm (0300-1400 GMT).
"Now there is a free flow of
traffic for every type of vehi-
cle" including Nato supply
trucks, Hayat told reporters.
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Congress party chairperson Sonia Gandhi (R, front) and new Chief
Minister of Jammu and Kashmir state Omar Abdullah (L, top) exit
the General Zorawar Singh Auditorium in Jammu yesterday after

the oath taking ceremony.

Omar sworn in
as Kashmir CM

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,

Jammu

Omar Abdullah Monday took
oath as the eighth chief minister
of Jammu and Kashmir along
with 10 ministers at this winter
capitalof the state.

Governor NN Vohra admin-
istered the oath of office and
secrecy to Abdullah and his
counci ofministers.

After Omar of the National
Conference (NC), Tara Chand of
the Congress was the first minis-
ter to take oath. He is tipped to
become deputy chief minister
In the NC-Congress coalition
government,

With 28 seats, the NC
emerged the largest party in the
87-member assembly after the
seven-phase election in
November-December. The
Congress bagged 17 seats.

Omar Abdullah, the youn-
gest chief minister in Jammu
and Kashmir, is also the third to
hold the post in his family after
his grandfather Sheikh
Mohammad Abdullah and
father FarooqAbdullah

The 38-year-old Omar had
been minister of state in the
1999-2004 National Democratic
Alhance (NDA) government led
by Atal BihariVajpayee.

Japan cautious on
Sri Lanka military
breakthrough

AFP, Tokyo

Japan, Sri Lanka's top donor,
was cautious yesterday after
the Tamil Tiger rebels' capital
fell, with an official saying that
only a political solution could
resolve theisland's ethnic war.

Sri Lanka's army last week
captured the de facto rebel
capital Kilinochchi and said it
was now closing in on the
headquarters of the Tigers,
who have been fighting since
1972 to setup an independent
homeland for the Tamil
minority,

Japan provides nearly two-
thirds of Sri Lanka's interna-
tional aild and has sent its
special envoy four times in the
past three years to try to bro-
ker an end to the conflict,
which has claimed tens of
thousands oflives.

"The real solution to the
ethnic conflict can be realised
only through political efforts,"
a Japanese foreign ministry

official in charge of Sri Lankan
matters told AFP.

"Japan will keep encourag-
Ing the Sri Lankan govern-
ment to pursue a political
solution to the ethnic conflict
by promoting local autonomy
in the northeast region,” he
said.

The official requested
anonymity as Japan has not
yet officially reacted to the
events in Sri Lanka. He said,
however, that he expected the
bloodshed to continue.

"Capturing the de facto
capital of the rebels holds
symbolic meaning but its
military significance is lim-
ited,” hesaid.

"The conflict is expected to
continue in the jungles of
eastern SriLanka," he said.

Sr1 Lankan President
Mahinda Rajapakse, part of
the Sinhalese majority, vowed
in a New Year's address to
crush the Tigers once and for
allin 2009.

US backs India on 26/11
terror attack probe

CNN-IBN, New Delhi

The United States of America

has a special interest in the
Investigations into the
Mumbai terror attacks and
will pursue it till its conclu-
sion, its Ambassador 1o India
David Mulford said.

Mulford said that Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
will be granted access in
Pakistan to investigate
Mumbai terrorattacks link.

"The FBI will pursue the
evidence that they have gath-
ered in Mumbai. They will take
It to Pakistan because under
our law, if Americans are
killed, the US has the duty to
pursue all avenues,” Mulford
said in New Delhion Monday.

Reacting to Lashkar-e-
Toiba front Jamaat-ud-Dawa
changing its name to circum-
vent a United Nation Security
Council ban, Mulford said,
"The name may have
changed.Youdon'tchange the
spotsinaleopard.”

Mulford was speaking on

the sidelines of a function to
commemorate the 50th year
of the opening of the
American Embassy building
in New Delhi.

He, however, declined to
comment of the evidence
given by India to Pakistan on
the terror attacks in which 10
Laskar-e-Toiba terrorists
trained in Pakistan attacked
Mumbai and took many peo-
ple hostage at three landmarks
ofthe metropolis.

In the siege that lasted for
nearly 60 hours over 200 peo-
ple including six Americans
were killed.

Foreign Secretary Shiv
Shankar Menon will meet
heads of missions of friendly
countries later on Monday
and share with them evidence
about the complicity of
Pakistan-based groups in the
Mumbai attacks.

India 1s trying to get China
to pressurise Pakistan to end
Its cross border terrorism.

Menon has already met
visiting Chinese Vice Foreign

Minister, He Yafei. He Yafei is
also expected to meet External
Affairs Minister Pranab
Mukherjee.

India has given Pakistan
evidence about involvement
of Pakistan-based elements in
Mumbai terror artacks, said
External Affairs Minister
Pranab Mukherjee.

Foreign Secretary
Shivshankar Menon sum-
moned Pakistan High
Commissioner Shahid Mallik
and handed over the evidence.

"What happened in
Mumbai is an unpardonable
cnime. We ask Pakistan to
implement bilateral commit-
ments it has given at the high-
est levels,” Mukherjee.said in
New Delhion Monday.

Mukherjeé also said that
the evidence has been shared
with some other countries and
heads of foreign missions will
be briefed on the Mumbai
attacksin the next 24 hours.
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Amulya Kumar Debnath
Director General, CPTU
IMED, Ministry of Plannin

talking to Bush by telephone
late Sunday local time, a little
more than a fortnight before

| president-elect Barack Obama

moves into theWhite House,

hensive and deep," he said,
without being quoted as
directly referring to the
upcoming power transfer in
Washington.
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Executive Director & Line Director
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