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Better power sector
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The good news for the new

ment is that there are
some power projects in the
pipaling.oln this month three
small and three rental power
projects totalling 168 MW
capacity would goonline.

Next month, another 131
MW would be added by three
small plants and two rental
plants. Besides, two small, two
rental plants and the
Siddhirgan) 105 MW peakin
power plant unit-1 would ad
another 287 MW in March. In
May the unit 2 of the
Siddhirgan) peaking plant
would add another 105 MW
and in June a 50 MW Sikalbaha
plantwould be added.

"We have found out that
outside interference had
severely destroyed working
spirit in PDB and other power
related bodies,” says a top
power ministry source.

Since 2001, PDB or the
power generating bodies could
not make tech?ﬁcal decisions
as the ministry or even higher
authorities were imposing
those.

“Officials were not being
naturally promoted to higher
ranks. All the power related
organisations were being
headed by the power secretary
himself. This is unhealthy. You
cannot expect performance
from PDB or REB when others
are making their decisions,"
says the source,

"No matter how weak an
organisation is, outsiders
should not make their dec-
sion. Under the caretaker
government, we stopped that
practice. The power secretary
no longer heads all the power
related organisations. The
power units no longer wait for
the power ministry instruc-
tons. They make their own
decisions and inform the
ministry,” headds.

The Bangladesh Energy
Regulatory Commission
(BERC), which was created in
2003 under donor pressure but
kept inactive, has also been
empowered by the caretaker
government.

Instead of the power minis-
try, BERC now decides on
power tanff and issuance of
power generationlicences.

In addition, the caretaker
government has approved two
vital policies -- Renewable
Energy Policy of Bangladesh
and Policy Guidelines for
Enhancement of Private
Participation in the Power
Sector, 2008.

Both of these would stimu-

Meanwhile, the global oil
and steel prices are rapidly
falling. In addition, power
project procurement and
engineering construction cost
is also declining. For instance,
in India Bhel is constructing a
740 MW power project ata cost
of $550 million and in the US,
Shaw is building a 500 MW
plant for $400 million.

In contrast, the recently
rejected Bibiyana power pro-
ject proposal by the Korean-

alaysian Powertek consor-
tum would cost $465 million
for 450 MW. :

Chief of Summit Group Aziz
Khan says: "Today it is more
possible for Bangladesh to
improve its infrastructure
including electricity as the cost
of equipment, availability of
equipment and the cost of
capiral, 1.e. interest rates in the
world marketare verylow.”

He adds: "As for inancing,
Bangladesh has been financed
by the World Bank and the
Asian Development Bank, they
are now being pursued by their
member countries to give
loans to create demand.

"Also the export credit
agencies of the developed
countries like the United States
Export Import Bank have been
advised by their gavernments
to provide credit to the tune of
$200 billion within two years.

"I also expect credit from
manufacturers tocredit worth
projects as they have to sell
their produce which has dou-
bledinlastthree years.”

Hasina acquitted
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Metropolitan Magistrate's

court.

Farooq had filed the extor-
tion case with Tejgaon PS on
April 10 last year under the
non-bailable sections of the
Penal Code but withdrew it on
December23.

In the case, Farook alleged
that the former prime minister
had forced him to pay her Tk 3
crore when she was the prime
minister in 1998, He also
brought the allegations of
extortion and abuse of power
againsther at that time,

At a press conference, Farook
said, "Because of some misun-
derstanding in early 2007, I had
to file the case against Sheikh
Hasina, daughter of father of the
nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. The incident
was undesired and unexpected
forme.”

He submitted an applica-
tion to the Tejgaon Police
Station OC, requesting him 1o
take necessary steps to with-

late wides participasiom of the  draw the case, which is+now

private sector.

underinvestigation.

BNP allies
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office to settle on the next
course of action, said party
sources.

“The chairperson has asked
us to be at the meeting to dis-
cuss how we can play an effec-
tive role in the ninth parlia-
ment,” ABM Ashrafuddin, BNP
MP-elect from Laxmipur-4, told
The Daily Star over telephone
yesterday.

@& However, the same day

‘Salauddin Quader Chowdhury;,
former parliamentary affairs
adviser to Khaleda Zia, said they
would not take oath before
JanuaryB8.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at his Mohakhali office, he
said at Wednesday's meeting
they would decide whether to
jom parliament.

In another development,
Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer Motiur
Rahman Nizami met the BNP
chief at her cantonment resi-
dencelastnight.

During the hour-long meet-
ing, the twoleaderstalked about
different post-polls issues
includingoath-taking.

Earlier in the day, Jamaat
Assistant Secretary General
Muhammad Kamaruzzaman
told The Daily Star that his party
would follow BNP's decision.

The four-party alliance,
which won the 2001 election by
a landslide, managed to secure
only 32 seats against 262 bagged
by rival Awami League-led
grand alliance in the December
29 general election.

Of its seats, BNP got 29,
Jamaat two and Bangladesher
Jatiya Party (BJP) one.

Parliament secretariat
officials said Speaker
Jamiruddin seemed quite upset
for not being able to administer
oath to the BNP lawmakers-
elect.

In the wake of polls debacle
in 2001, the AL policymakers
were at first confused whether
they should take oath. They
however thoughtbetter of itand
decided in favour of taking oath
under the then outgoing
speaker Abdul Hamid.

Hamid was elected speaker
from AL, the majority party in
the seventh parliament.

Sircar expected something
similar from his party.

He said if the four-party
lawmakers-elect opt not to take
oath from the CEC in the next
three days, they must be sworn
in within 90 days since the first
siting of the new parliament to
averttheirseats falling vacant.

On the first day of oath-
taking Saturday, Jamiruddin
Sircar administered oath to 259
MPsatasimple ceremony.

Of them, 227 were from AL,
25 from Jatiya Party (JP), two
from Workers Party of
Bangladesh, three from Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) and two

were independent lawmakers,

KABIRULJOINSAL

Kabirul Haq of Narail joined AL
before taking oath in the after-
noon.

"I met Sheikh Hasina this
morning and joined her party,”
he told reporters after his swear-
ing-in as lawmaker.

“Now you can consider me
an Awami League MB" he said
adding that he has long been
involved inlocal AL politics,

Kabirul's joining AL took the
grand alliance tallyto 263.

[.anka moves
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victory” over the Tigers, who
have been waging war since
1972 to establish an independ-
enthomeland for ethnicTamils.

Troops captured
Kilinochchi, the de facto capital
of the rebel state within a state
on Friday, and the general
leading the assault said his
forces were now advancing on
Mullaittivu, their last major
centreofcontrol.

“We are taking the offensive
to the Mullaittivu jungles where
Prabhakaran is hiding,” Major
General Jagath Dias told report-
ers flown into Kilinochchi for a
short and carefully supervised
visittoshow thecitywasinarmy
hands.

“Wewillhunthim down.”

Journalists found a desolate
town in which most of the
buildings had been badly dam-
aged or reduced to rubble by
monthsof bormmbardment.

The only remaining resi-
dents appeared to be a group of
22 Tamil women, children and
older men sheltering at the
town's defunct hospital, a AFP
reporter said.

"We were ordered by the
Tigers to leave but our family
did not want to go,” a 17-year-
old girl named Komalasingham
Thurasihasaid.

"We fled to the jungles and
stayed there for a few days
beforereturningtoday.”

Gunfire and arullery bar-
rages could be heard nearby
during the press visit, but mili-
tary officers said it was safe to
travel within the town as all
‘Tiger snipers had been driven
away.

For nearly two vyears, Sri
Lankahas banned independent
reporters from rebel-held areas,
including Kilinochchi.

The vastly outnumbered
rebels, formally known as the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam

(ET'TE), had controlled the town
foradecade and have frustrated
government hopes of victory
manyumes before.

Hours after losing
Kilinochchi Friday, a Tiger
suicide bomber in the capital
Colombo killed two people and
wounded 36. Six months after a
major strategic loss in 1995, the
rebels overrananarmy base and
killed 1,290 50! diers.

Ramna blasts
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who had earlier been arrested

and now in jail custody.

The five others are Arif
Hasan Suman alias Abdur
Razzak, Maulana Akbar
Hossain alias Helaluddin,
Shahadat Ullah alias Jewel,
Maulana Abu Taher and
Maulana Abdur Rauf.

At present the murder case
is pending with the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's
(CMM) Courtof Dhaka.

The bloodbath that took
place during Pahela Baishakh
celebrations on April 14, 2001
left 10 people dead and scores
inium(ﬁ

Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) Inspector
Abu Hena Mohammad Yusuf,
also the investigation officer
(10) of the cases, submitted
the charge sheet to the CMM's
Court of Dhaka on November
29 last year.

The 10 included names of
Huji chief Mufti Abdul
Hannan and 13 others in the
charge sheets of the cases for
committing the offences.

The other accused former
deputy minister Abdul Salam
Pintu's brother Maulana
Mohammad Tajuddin,
Maulana Abdul Hannan
Sabbir, Maulana Shawkat
Osman alias Sheikh Fand,
Hafez Jahangir Alam Badar,
Maulana Abu Bakar alias
Selim Hawlader, Mufti
Shafiqur Rahman, Maulana
Yahiya and Mufti Abdul Hye
have been on the run since the
cases were filed against them.,

The court had earlier
issued arrest warrants against
them and an order to attach
their properties.

During the investigation of
the cases, Hannan, Akbar and
Suman gave confessional
statements to the magistrates
atdifferent imes.

Noakhali-1
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order after hearing an appeal
filed by Khandaker Ruhul
Amin, an independent parha-
mentary candidate.

Following Ibrahim’s writ
petition that challenged the
EC’s decision of cancelling his
candidature, the HC vacation
bench on December 30 last
year directed the commission
to accept Ibrahim as a valid
nominee ofAwami League.

Ruhul Amin yesterday filed
the appeal with the bench of
the chamber judge to stay the
HC order.

HM Ibrahim, an Awami
League leader, earlier filed

nominatuon as an independ-

ent candidate for contesting
from Noakhali-1 constituency.

But he withdrew his candi-
dature after the grand alliance
nominated Nurul Islam in the
constituency.

Nurul Islam died on
December 4 last year. Later,
Ibrahim submitted a fresh
nomination paper getting
Awami League ticket.

The EC on December 14
rescheduled the polls to this
constituency for January 12,
The returning officer con-
cerned accepted his nomina-
tion paper but the EC
cancelled his candidature on

rounds that he earlier with-
rew his candidature.

Ibrahim filed a writ petition
with the HC challenging the
legality of the EC's decision.

Rizvi sued
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Station to submit a report after
aninvestigation into the matter.

Rizvi's allegation was pub-
lished in The Daily Jugantor
under " Digital Rigging in
Election” on January 2.

The statements made by the
accused were false, fabricated
and concocted and it was inten-
tionally done to undermine the
reputation and image of the
complainantin the society, Tipu
sdid in his complaint.

Advocate Siddiqur Rahman
moved the case on behalf of
Tipu.

Dec 29 election
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Commission (EC), the delega-
tion observed various stages of
the voting process at 88 polling
centres in all six divisions of the
country.

Prior to Election Day, the
APDP observers were briefed by
representatves of the EC, major
political parties and domestic
MONItOrNggroups.

Based upon their observa-
tions, the observers felt that all
stakeholders would work
together to bring about the next
phase of democratic gover-
nance, in which all political
parties have constructive roles
to play.

The APDP observers, how-
ever, recommended better
dissemination of information
on the electoral process to
voters and improvement of the
process within the polling
centre to reduce the length of
queues by adopting a simple
and standardised procedure,

The Bangladeshi people
have been without an elected
government for almost two
years and the high voter turnout
and enthusiasm of voters is an
indication of a great desire by
the people to participate in the
selection of their representa-
tives to the parliament and the
formation of a new govern-
ment, read the press release.

The observers thanked the
EC and all election workers and
the staff at the International
Republican Institute for facili-

tal_jng this election observation
mission.

Secretariat ready
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the people and government

employees for their coopera-
tion in discharging their duties.

There has been a mixed
atmosphere at the Secretariat
as ministers are expected to
take over, once portfolios are
distributed among them at the
end of this week, ending the
extended tenure of the
unelected government.

The ministries were run by
advisers and special assistants
to the chief adviser since the
BNP-led coalition government
handed over power to a care-
taker government after their
tenure ended in October, 2006.

The whole Secretariat is
wearing a new look as the
ministry offices are being
cleaned and decorated to
welcome the new nmuinisters.

Officials of the Secretariat
bade farewell to Commerce
and Education Adviser Hossain
Zillur Rahman, LGRD Adviser
Anwarul Igbal,
Communication and Housing
and Public Works Adviser
Ghulam Quader and Law and
Land Adviser AF Hassan Ariff
yesterday.

They thanked each other for
their cooperation and hoped
that the upcoming govern-
ment and its ministers would
be different from the past ones
in terms of attitude and perfor-
mance,

The Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industries
(FBCCI) also bade farewell to
Zillur presenting him with a
bouquet of flowers athis minis-

tryoffice.

"We almost completed our
jobs and will depart soon but
we want to leave the job in such
away that the new government
can start smoothly," Zillur told
reporters after meeting the
business leaders.

He hoped that the new
governmentwould bestrongas
itwould have to performwell to
satisfy people's expectations
and desires.

Asked about crucial tasks of
the new government, he said,
"They should take decisions,
especially on the economic
and market-related issues, in
consultation with the people
concerned.”

Zillur, vocal for his cam-
paign for qualitative change in
politics and the governance,
said the people are more confi-
dent and ambitious than
before. "They will keep pres-
sure on the new government to
dobetter.”

Meanwhile, the cabinet
division kept cars and resi-
dences ready for the would-be
cabinet members. "Some 50
cars and 27 residences are
ready for the cabinet mem-
bers," said Cabinet Secretary
Abdul Aziz yesterday.

Activities at the Secretariat
have almost come to a stand-
still as the advisers and special
assistants are just signing
pending files. They are
expected to end tenure by
attending tomorrow's oath-
taking ceremony of the new
cabinet at Bangabhaban,
officials said.

Post-election violence
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Narail, Mymensingh and
Manikganj and on Rajshahi
and Shahjalal University
campuses.

Nityalal's mother
Subhashini Das, 85, who was
admitted to Kuliarchar Health
Complex in the morning,
succumbed to her wounds in
the afternoon, UNBreports.

AL activists allegedly
attacked the house of Nityalal
Das, president of Ward-3 BNP,
on December 30 and hacked
Nityalal, his mother, sister and
wife when they tried to resist
them.

Nityalal was admitted to
Bhagalpur Zohurul Islam
Medical College Hospital.
Later, he was shifted to Apollo
Hospital in Dhaka.

Shrimp-enclosure owner
Parvez Hawldder, 28, an AL
activist, died when criminals
stabbed him at his home
around 3:30pm, our staff
correspondent in Khulna
reports

The eriminals also hurled a
bomb that injured neighbours
Subarna Saha, 60, Rekha Saha,
35, and Dilip Saha, 55.

Locals said local BNP activ-
Ists made the attack following
a feud over shrimp business.

A correspondent from
Narail reports: At least five
Eenple. including a UP mem-

er and three women, were
injured in post-election vio-
lencein Kalia upazila

The followers of independ-
ent lawmaker-elect Kabirul
Haque Mukti in Narail-1 con-
stituency allegedly attacked
UP member Maolana
Mohiuddin of Peroli union.

Mukti's supporters also
allegedly attacked BNP activ-
1sts Khadiza Begum, 45,
Hafizur Rahman, 50, Jahanara
Begum, 30, of Sharashpur
village, leaving them injured.

UNB adds: A tense situa-
tion was prevailing at the
Shahjalal University of
Science and Technology vyes-
terday as rival factions of
Bangladesh Chhatra League,
studentwing of AL, engaged in
a series of clashes to establish
supremacy onthe campus.

Members of Soumitra-
Asad group beat up Pappu of
Arif-Moloy group. He was
admitted to the intensive care
unit of Osmani Medical
College Hospital.

Witnesses said BCL activ-
Ists of the two rival groups
being armed with rods and
sticks chased and counter-
chased one another on the
campus. 3

Police at about 3:00pm
recovered weapons from the
members ofboth the groups.

The two rival BCL leaders
Hasan Al Arif and
Asaduzzaman Asad accused
each other of extortion and
criminal activities,

Our RU correspondent
adds: Tension ran high on the
R?shahi University campus as
BCL activists drove away
Islami Chhatra Shibir (ICS)
activists from Shaheed Ziaur
Rahman and Shah Mukhdum
halls yesterday.

BCL activists also captured

7 killed
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Deralsmail Khanison the edge
of Pakistan's lawless tribal
areas bordering Afghanistan,
where hundreds of extremists
fled after the Taliban regime
was ousted from power in
Kabul in a US-led invasion in
late 2001.

The town has in the past
been the scene of sectarian
violence between Pakistan's
majority Sunnis and minority
Shiites.

Muslims are currently
observing the mourning month
of Muharram, but the official
said there had not been any
shiite processions taking place
nearthesceneoftheblast,

the rooms of the Shibir men in
both the dormitories.

Sources said a group of BCL
activists, led by Komol and
Suhin forced the Shibir activ-
ists at Shaheed Ziaur Rahman
Hall to vacate their rooms.

Later, BCL men chased
Shibir activists at Shah
Mukhdum hall and also
locked their rooms. They also
tore Shibir posters and ban-
nersatthehall.

Earlier, hundreds of BCL
activists staged demonstra-
tioninfrontof Mother Bux hall
on Saturday night after some
of them found Shibir leaflets
inside their rooms at the hall.

When a group of BCL activ-
1Sts tried to attack the Mother
Bux and Amir Ali halls, Shibir
activists locked the main gates
and took position inside e
halls. 3

Some angry BCL acnists
tore posters and banners of
Shibir and BNP at different RU
halls.

When contacted, BCL
General Secretary Ayeen
Uddin denied BCL activists'
ousting Shibir activists and
capturing their rooms.

Shibir President Delwar
Hossain told journalists that
Shibir wants to live with other
student organisations on the
campus.

Assistant Commissioner of
Police (Motiher Zone)
Zahan%ir Hossain said addi-
tional policemen were
deployed on the campus to
avoid any untoward incident.

University Proctor Enamul
Haque said they asked the
student organisations to
refrain from fighting each
otheron the campus.

Two village doctors were
badly wounded in an attack
allegedly by AL activists at
Maheshpur Bazarin [swarganj
upazila of Mymensingh, UNB
adds.

Victims Mujibur Rahman
and Mizanur Rahman were
admitted to Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital.

Witnesses and police said a
group of AL activists accusing
the village doctors of support-
ing BNP in the December 29
elections beat them up around
5:00pm. A number of shop-
keepers rescued them and
rushed them to the hospital.

Our Manikganj correspon-
dentadds: AL activists beat up
Mozammel Haq, chairman of
Shayesta union parishad in
Shibalayupazila.

Police said a group of AL
activists intercepted
Mozammel, also alocal leader
of BNP, when he was going
through Shayesta Bazar in the
alternoon on amotorbike. The
motorbike was taken away.

Villagers rescued him and
rushed him to Shibalay Health
Complex..

Police arrested Tipu and
Mutaleb in this connection
and recovered the motorbike.

Toxic milk
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The High Court (HC) is set to
hold hearing tomorrow on the
writ petition regarding toxic
melaminein the powdered milk.

Sources said a Hambur
laboratory in Germany teste
the powdered milk and the
reports were collected through
the World Health Organisation
(WHO).

Following a prayer moved by
the petitioners' counsel
Advocate Manzil Murshid, an
HC bench comprised of Justice
Syed Mahmud Hossain and
Justice Quamrul Islam Siddiqui
fixed the date forits hearing.

Earlier on November 17 last
year, the SC directed the health
ministry to send samples of all
brands of powdered milk avail-
able on the local market to any
European country through the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) for laboratory test and
submit the reports to the HC by
December31.

Indian minister
FROM PAGE 16

“I presume they are state actors
or state-assisted actors unless
the contraryis proved,” he said.

Chidambaram, who took
charge of the interior ministry
after his predecessorresigned in
the wake of the attacks, said the
assaults were too well-planned
to have been carried out with-
outstate assistance.

"Somebody who is familiar
with intelligence and com-
mando operation has directed
this operation. And that cannot
entirely be anon-stateactor,” he
said.

Chidambaram warned
those behind the attacks that
the "price they will pay if this is
repeated will be an enormous
price.”

India has previously blamed
"elements” in Pakistan for the
assaults in late November,
saying that the Islamist group
Laskhar-e-Taiba trained and
equipped the militants who
stormed India's financial capi-
tal.

But the Pakistan govern-
ment says that New Delhi has
provided no proof of this
involvementin the strikes.

Pakistani Foreign Minister
Shah Mehmood Qureshi reiter-
ated Sunday that Islamabad
would not hand over any
Pakistani nationals, noting the
two sides did not have an extra-
dition treaty.

He added that he believed
cross-border relations had
recently improved, in part due
to the intervention ofthe United
States, Russiaand China.

"But the problem is still
there. After all an incident has
taken place and we have to get
to the bottom of it," Qureshi told
reporters in the central city of
Multan.

Keeping up the pressure on
Pakistan, India's Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh said on
Saturday that he hoped Pakistan
would show "better sense” and
crack down on the militant
groups blamed for the attacks.

Meanwhile, the top US
diplomat for South Asia will visit
Pakistan this week amid sim-
mering tensions between
[slamabad and India in the
wake of the deadly Mumbai
attacks, Pakistan's foreign
minister said Sunday:

Shah Mehmood Qureshi
told a press conference broad-
cast live from the central city of
Multan that he would meet US
Assistant Secretary of State for
South and Central Asia Richard
Boucheron Monday.

“Richard Boucher is visiting
Pakistan. I have a meeting set
with him on Monday," Qureshi
said, without disclosing details
aboyt thegagenda for the meet-
Ing.

"He deals with South Asian
affairs and he routinely visits
Pakistan.”

The US embassy in
[slamabad’ declined to com-
ment.

Indian media reported that
Boucher was also due in New
Delhu, for talks likely to focus on
tensions between India and
Pakistan, and the ongoing
Investigation into the attacks on
Mumbai, which left 172 people
deadincludingtheattackers.

SQ Chy
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affairs adviser to former pre-
mier Khaleda Zia, talking to
reporters at his Mohakhali
office.

Replying to a query from the
reporters, he saig. "Those who
had handed over 93,000
Pakistani soldiers to the
Pakistan authorities can
answer the question at ease
aboutwar criminals.”

Salauddin also said they
regretted their disgraceful
defeat in the election and
therefore want to reorganize
the party hierarchy:.

"BNP is ready cooperate
with the Awami League-led
government both in and out-
side the parliament without
putting aside its 'nationalist
ideals and Islamic values,” said
Salauddin.

"We cannot compromise
with the Islamic values,
Bismillah and Islam, the state
religion of our country,” he
added.

He lambasted Awami
League’s idea of forging a South
Asian taskforce to combat
terrorist activities in the region
saying that his party does not
supportsuchidea.

Development
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Thistime the government target
for borrowing is Tk 13,498 crore
but as of December 15 the
government has already bor-
rowed 56 percent or Tk 7,533
crore.

Zaid Bakht said in revenue
expenditure there is no scope to
cut the pay and allowance and
payment of interest on govern-
ment borrowing, Alongside, the
government has to stress on
quality development expendi-
ture.

The BIDS research director
said the caretaker government
has run the country with a small
number of advisers and their
top priority was holding the
parliamentary elections. As a
result, ADP implementation
was naturally slow. He said
when a political government is
In power the implementation
rate is higher because of pres-
sure from ministers and law-
makers.

The caretaker government
implemented the projects
taken on politcal consider-
ation during the rule of the
previous political government.
The new government should
review these projects immedi-
ately after taking power to
downsize the ADP and cancel
unnecessary projects.

[sraeli troops
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Explosions shook the north of

the Hamas-controlled enclave,
home to 1.5 million people, and
thick smoke covered much of the
territory as the Israeli army took
control of main roads.

Israeli infantry and tanks
were in the former Jewish colony
of Netzarim, just south of Gaza
City. Heavy fighting was also
reported north of thc city and
around the northern towns of
Beit Lahiya, Beit Hanun and
Jabaliya.

Seventeen of the victims were
civilians, medics said earlier,
adding that some 200 people
were wounded as a result of air
strikesand Israeli ground fire.

Twenty people were killed in
the north of the territory, two in
Gaza City and one near Khan
Yunisinthe south, theysaid.

Rockets fired by Gaza mili-
tants have killed three civilians
and one soldier inside Israel
duringthe sametime period.

Hamas said nine Israeli
soldiers had been killed in Gaza
and several more wounded in
the ground invasion of the terri-
tory that began on Saturday
nipju.

A statement early on Sunday
from Hamas's armed wing, the
Ezzedine al-Qassam Brigades,
said that in monitoring Israeli
military radio traffic, it leamed
thatfive soldiers had beenkilled.

It added later that the num-
ber had increased to nine with
fatalities it could directly con-
firm.

Oneof the dead was saidto be
an officer.

Some 30 Israeli soldiers and
"several” Hamas fighters were
reported to have been wounded
in the ground offensive, the army
and medicssaid.

The Israeli army denied
Hamas claims that soldiers had
been killed. On Sunday, Al-
Jazeera news channel in Dubai
reported that one Israeli had
beenkilled in the clashes.

‘alestinian ambulances were
unable to reach the scene of the
fighting.

A Hamas spokesman, speak-
ing as the ground offensive was
launched, said that Gaza will
become "a cemetery” for Israeli
Lroops

Wimesses on Sunday said
that Israeli infantry units and
tanks had taken control of the
Salaheddine Road, the main
highway along the length of the
enclave, on either side of Gaza
City.

Advancing troops exchanged
fire with Hamas fighters, who
shot off mortar rounds and
detonated roadside bombs, they
said, adding that Israeli forces
were seen detaining people.

[sraeli Detence Mimrster Bhady
Barak warned ahead of a cabinet
meeting Sunday that the opera-
tion would not be "simple”. "The
operation will be expanded and
intensified as much as necessary.
Waris notapicnic.”

Prime Minister Ehud Olmert
said Israel is "not interested” in
opening up a new front in the
north ot the country, in a veiled
reference to tensions with the
Hezbollah militain Lebanon.

Olmert said he had
instructed the army to be "ex-
tremely alert and prepared for
any development in the event
that someone might think that
this is his opportunity to take
advantage” of the conflict in
Gaza.

[srael unleashed "Operation
Cast Lead" on December 27 with

Natore voters
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tax-return certificate.

Fazlur has a corruption
case filed against him which is
under trial.

On last Monday's election,
Abu Talha got 1,23,835 votes
beating Patal who managed to
get1,03,814.

Ershad
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the party during the 1/11 politi-
calchangeover.

Hasina, the prime-minister-
In-waiting, and younger sister,
Sheikh Rehana took flowers and
sweets for Zillur's family and
had lunch with them. They
discussed formation of the new
cabinetwith Zillur.

Hasina had said on
Saturday night that she would
decide formation of the cabi-
netin consultation with Zillur.

However, the AL chief did
not say anything about the next
cabinet believed to be domi-
nated by her party's young MPs-
elect.

Talking to reporters,
Hasina's private secretary Aulad
Hossain said the three-hour
long visit was a personal visit to
Zillur and his family. "They did
not possibly discuss any politi-
calissue,” he said.

Meanwhile, the oath taking
ceremony of the prime minister
and members of the cabinet will
be held at Darbar Hall of
Bangabhaban at 6:00pm
tomorrow, said a handoutof the
Press Information Department,
About 1,000 guests including
members of parliament, advis-
ers to the caretaker govern-
ment, diplomats, senior civil
and military officials and emi-
nent citizens have been invited
tothe function.

lalking to reporters yester-
dm{' at his Secretanat office,
Cabinet Secretary M Abdul Aziz
said they did not get the list of
cabmet members as of after-
noon although they had final-
ised all preparations for the oath
taking ceremony. He said some
50 cars and 30 residences are
ready for the ministers.

Asked about inviting
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islam, he
said, "We are inviting the MPs
and we are making decisions
alterreviewingeverything.”

the declared aim of ending
rocket attacks into Israel from
the territory, which had been
under tight Israeli blockade for
more than 18 months. The rocket
attacks had resumed after the
endofasixmonth truce.

Rocket fire from Gaza since
the operation started has killed
four people in Israel. More mis-
siles hit the town of Sderot on
Sunday, though no casualties
were reported.

Israel's offensive has sparked
spiraling anger in the Muslim
world and protests across the
globe,

The UN Security Council
failed to agree a statement call-
ing for a ceasefire despite nearly
four hours of closed-door con-
sultationslateon Saturday.

Hamas spokesman Fawzi
Barhum said in a statement that
"what is happening in the
Securnty Council is a ?ﬂrce that
shows the level that America and
the Zionist occupier dominates
itsdecisions.”

The deputy US ambassador
to the United Nations, Alejandro
Wolff, said after the talks that
Washington believed it was
crucial "not to return to the
status quo” that had allowed
Hamastofirerocketsinto Israel.

“The efforts we are making
internationally are designed to
establish a sustainable, durable
ceasefire that's respected by all,”
Wollt said. "And that means no
more rocket attacks. It means no
more smugglingofarms.”

France led criticism of the
ground invasion that Palestinian
president Mahmud Abbas
warned would have "grave
consequences” fortheregion.

French President Nicolas
Sarkozy was due in Israel on
l’»k.:nda?r for talks on a ceasefire
with Olmert in Jerusalem and
Abbasin Ramallah.

French Foreign Minister
Bernard Kouchner called the
ground invasion a "dangerous
military escalation” that would
undermine attempts to broker a
truce.

"France condemns the Israeli
ground offensive against Gaza
just as it condemns the continu-
ing firing of rockets,” Kouchner
sald inastatement

British Prime Minister
Gordon Brown spoke with
Olmert, “pressing hard for an
immecdiate ceasefire,” a state-
ment from Brown's office said.

The Israeli government has
called a snap general election for
February 10 and the current
leadership has widespread
public support for its anti-
Hamas offensive

(AFE AP)
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Four parliamentary seats have
already become vacant as
Awami League President Sheikh
Hasina and Jatiya Party
Chairman HM Ershad vacated
two seats each before their
induction into the new parlia-
menton Saturday

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia, who also won in three con-
stituencies in the latest parlia-
mentary poll, must vacate two
seats before herinductiontoo.
ELECTIONS TO RESERVED
SEATS FORWOMEN
The EC will also have to hold
elections to 45 parliamentary
seats reserved for women, the
date forwhichisyettobe fixed.

"We will hold elections to the
reserved seats in the earliest
after the upazila panshad elec-
tions,” Sakhawatsaid.

Forty five parliamentary
seats will be distributed among
the political parties represented
In the new parliament, on the
basis of their strength in the
house.

Accordingtothe election law,
AL that won 230 seats in the
latest national poll might get
around 36 reserved seats,
increasing the total number of
its lawmakers in the house to
over2o60

Moreover, the EC will also
have to arrange the election of
the country’s president within
30 days of the maiden session of
the newparliament.
UPAZILAPOLLS
About the upazila polls,
Sakhawat said the EC has taken
all out preparation for those.
Sending of election materials to
the field level for upazila polls
will start on January 12, he
added.

On poll security, he said the
army will not be deployed dur-
ing the upazila polls, rather
Bangladesh Rifles, police and
other regular law enforcement
agencies will be deployed to
maintain law and order dunng
those polls.

He also said judicial magis-
trates will also be engaged for
holding trials for electoral
offences.

The election commissioner
urged all including the new
lawmakers and the ministers to
be appointed, not to get
involved in electoral campaigns
for any upazila parishad candi-
date. He urged them to abide by
the electoral code of conduct.
ALLEGATIONS AGAINST
A CANDIDATE
The EC yesterday in a meeting
decided to direct the additional
district magistrate of Fen to
Investigate dihjsr_mionﬁ of violat-
ing the electoral code of conduct
against Abdul Rakib Kajmi, a
candidate for the post of chair-
man of FeniSadarupazila.

The EC took the decision
alfter the returning ofhicer con-
cemed in a letter informed the
commission that Kajmi had
violated the electoral code of
conduct by donating money
and construction maternials to
educational and religious insti-
tutions, sources in the EC
Secretanatsaid.

It Kaymi is found guilty, his
candidacy mightbe cancelled.
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