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Brutal Israeli aggression
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Our colonial rulers used to misspell
many names and had left them written
in the documents since they had
usurped the administrative power in
the sub-continent. It is a matter of great
pity thatwe are still using those names
unchanged and without protest for
almost 250 years. As one of the speak-
ers of Bangla, my primary concern is
the name of our language. Our fore-
most duty is to revive the name of our
loving mother tongue "Bangla" and
shake off that wrong name "Bengali".
Generally, names are and can never

translated for the purpose of better
understanding only. Moreover, it does
not sound good to use such translated
names, especially that the nation
achieved a unique milestone-- 21st
February shedding blood for the
mother-tongue which is now recog-
nised by the United Nations as "Inter-
national Mother Language Day". We
have to standardise the spelling of our
language for proper pronunciation in
English and all other widely used inter-
national languages.

be translated in other languages.
Especially the proper nouns, because a
name bears the unique identity of par-
a name is

ticular entity. Sometimes

Rezaul Amin
Social activist
Doharipara

Mirpur, Dhaka

Errantumpires
Why is it that when Australian
players appeal for lbw or
caughtbehind, the finger goes
up without a second thought
and when Bangladeshi crick-
eters appeal, the umpires are
unmoved. Besides playing
poorly, I believe there were
several matches which
Bangladesh lost due to poor
umpiring. Take for example
Ashoka De Silva. I think he is
the worst umpire in cricketing
history.

In 2007 when India toured
Bangladesh after the World
fCup. Bangladesh lost the first
match entirely because an Ibw
decision was not given by him
and Dhoni remained not out
until the end of the match.
Even a blind man could have
made the correct decision
that day. Look at Steve
Bucknor. Even after that
humiliating incident in
Australia, he is stll umpiring.
Why is it that umpires never
get punished for making
wrong decisions? Players get
punished for bowling actions,
running on the pitch, slow
over rate and so on. During
the first Test between Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh on 27
Dec 08, when Sri Lanka were
batting first, several obvious
Ibw decisions were turned
down whichwould have been
given to the stronger team.
Why this indifference? Cricket
is just not fun watching any-
more. [ believe the ICC should
introduce fines and suspen-
sion for umpires.
Aminur Rahim
New DOHS, Mohakhali
Dhaka

Ourteachers

Teachers are the guardians of
the nation. But we are really
disappointed to see the role of
many teachers, especially at
the highest seats of learning.

They are not expected to be
divided on partylines.
Harun-or-Rashid
Sobhanbag, Dhaka

Arabs

We Asians always believed
that the Arabs have the most

mass users while the very few
current location users would
not really be inconvenienced
as the new location would be a
walking distance away.

Will the authorities act
before we lose some precious
lives?

deep-rooted faith in religion, KalimurRahman
i3 Aresident

but today we learn and realise .

: " Utarra Sector-4
that their belief and fear of Dhaka
America and Israel is much
greater. By dividing their faith 2 3
and belief, they have lost all Denied I'lghl tovote

their dignity and honour, and
division amongst themselves
have made them impotent.

Relocate the

overbridge

Last week a senior citizen had
been knocked down by a
vehicle at Uttara Sector-4
crossing with Jasimuddin
Avenue, while he was crossing
the very busy road. It was
pathetic sight to see the old
man lying in the middle of the
road senseless. There is a foot
overbridge located in front of
Scholastica School, which
remains unused mostly as the
large majority of students
come In cars. I have spent
time observing this myself,
being aresident. The rationale
behind the bridge location
defies logic as thousands of
ordinary people, old and
young, cross the junction
mentioned above every day
under very risky conditions as
traffic comes from five direc-
tions there.

Through your columns I
would like to draw the atten-
tion of the responsible
authorities to immediately
undertake the relocation of
the bridge to the junction
where it would actually serve
its purpose. The new junction
location would facilitate the

With high expectations, my
grandmother decided to
exercise her right to vote in an

. MohammadFaruk ... . ... _election .after seven long
Nurjahan Road years. However, she was (not
Mohammadpur, Dhaka surprisingly) turned down

when she arrived at the venue
of BIT school in Gulshan-1.
Unfortunately, my grand-
mother has been unable to
walk in the past few years,
and when she arrived at the
venue she could not climb up
the flight of stairs to give her
vote. My question is, after so
many months of preparation
to make our country a demo-
cratic state, is this what our
country has to offer to senior
and disabled citizens? My
grandmother, Khaleda
Manzur I Khuda, is a regis-
tered voter. There were many
others at the polling station in
wheelchair who could not
vote, and I could not help
notice an elderly man cry in
his wheelchair as he could not
vote. The staff were not coop-
erative as usual. Why is it such
a problem to make a minor
arrangement for senior and
disabled citizens so that they
can have their right to elect a
democratic government?

This is indeed appalling
and I would highly appreciate
ifa newspaper like DS could

carry a report and point out
thisissue.

Nabiha Chowdhury
On e- mail

Human Rights situation
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Congratulations!

First of all I thank my fellow
Bangladeshi people who
exercised their democratic
rights when voting in the
election by standing patiently
for long hours in line. We
should give thanks and appre-
ciation to our chief election
commissioner and his staff
and colleagues for completing
this election after facing
many challenging and diffi-
cult situations. Also, thank
you, the caretaker govern-
ment. The nation is grateful to
the law enforcement agencies
for maintaining discipline
and a peaceful environment,
Thanks to all participants who
contested this election.
Without their participation,
this election would be mean-
ingless. I congratulate every-
one elected as a member of
parliament, especially Sheikh
Hasina and her party, the
Awami League for their land-
slide victory.

This huge victory clearly
means a big responsibility,
you must avoid all kinds of
corruption, partiality and
emotion. Make parliament
meaningful. Change our
many backdated, ineffective
laws, establish new laws and
rules that can solve our prob-
lems. You are the legislator,
you have the power.

We are now in the 2lst
century, the whole world has
left us behind. In parliament,
exercise your knowledge and
use your best ideas to make a
better Bangladesh.

Future peace and prosper-
ity of Bangladesh depends on
your performance.
Nokib-E-Kibria
Toronto, Canada

[t is the most significant
moment in the history of
Bangladesh that the people
have spoken against corrup-
tion, nepotism, terrorism,
anti-liberation and commu-
nal forces, price-hike and
many other discrepancies
existing in the country. It is a
united stand of the nation to
forge ahead for a better
future.

Let us congratulate both
the winners and the other
contestants. Let us join hand
iIn hand under the newly
elected regime for building
our country.

Shahidul Islam Chowdhury
East Nasirabad
Chittagong

No anti-Islamic

law

The Awami League in Its
election manifesto has prom-
ised that the party will not
make any anti-Islamic law.
This is a common practice all
over the world but the party
had to renew it just to counter
the propaganda by others
against it, callingit an "anti-
[slamic"” organisation.

But all governments have
the right to pass laws against
extremists, violators and users
of religion for some other
purposes. Here in
Bangladesh, some so-called
religious extremists use some
misinterpreted religious
theories just to mislead peo-
ple for their personal gains,
brain wash many to be killers,
promise heaven after their
death, destroy cultural heri-
tages, preach hatred against
other believers and any law
passed to curb these practices
could not be termed as "anti-
[slamic” law.

Let me site an example.
Recently a tribal Taliban
leader in Pakistan has vowed
to kill all girls in his area if they
go to school. The Holy Quran
itself has said "Education for
all is Farz", meaning educa-
tion is compulsory for each
man and woman. Now this
man is violating the Islamic
code using Islam as a tool and
destroying the very Islam he is
claiming to be a follower of.
Here a strict state law is
required to handle this man to
save Islam and mankind. This
cannot be termed "anti-
[slamic”. Similarly, the Awami
League must not refrain from
making laws to contain
extremism.

ShafiqulIslam, NY

CTG and EC

[ wish to congratulate the
caretaker govt. and the
Election Commission for their
excellent task of holding a
peaceful election.

It is a milestone achieved.
We hope your achievements
will be followed by future
caretaker governments of
Bangladesh.

My hats off to you.

Taher].
KSA

[srael has shamelessly, mercilessly and
brutally attacked innocent people of
Gaza killing more than 300 Palestinians
and wounding more than 600 people. It
is Israel's brutal campaign to quash the
Palestinians. Israeli military spokesman
Avi Benayahu said some 250 attacks
were carried out since the offensive
began. Israel's air force obliterated
symbols of Hamas power on the third
day of its overwhelming assault on
Gaza. Israel has played the role of a
terrorist nation since its birth in 1948.
Israel has become a great threat to the
entire Middle Eastregion.

In New York, the Zionist backed UN
Security Council expressed serious
concern about the escalating situation
in Gaza and called on Israel and the
Palestinians to immediately halt all

'violence and military activities. The

UN's most powerful body called for a
new ceasefire between Israel and
Hamas. Itis very much funny to see that
an entire nation of Israel is fighting not
against any other nation but against a
small minority-- Hamas group.

Where is Arab League now? Where is
OIC? Why are not they doing anything
offensive against Israel? I urge people
around the world to protestagainst this
brutal Israeli aggression against the
innocent people of Palestine and
strongly hope that Israel will pay for this
malfeasance. This aggression mightbe a
prelude to furtherviolence.

[ do believe that the people of
Palestine will ultimately come out
victorious.

MinhajAhmed
Uttara, Dhaka

Human rights violations, especially
violence against and oppression of
women and children, are a major con-
cern of our government.

In rural Bangladesh, girls are often
keptin the house and encouraged to do
only housework until they get married.
Denied their basic right to literacy, they
cannot participate in the country's
development. Rural girls need a non-

formal system of education and schools

that have flexible schedules, are close to
their homes, with teachers who under-
stand and support them, and impart
not only basic education, but also basic
skills to help them perform their role
and responsibilities in their families. A
relatively large number of children in
Bangladesh are living in difficult situa-
tions. They are not only deprived of
basic health and education services, but
suffer family stress or breakdown due to
poverty, low status, floods and disasters,
nutritional stunting etc.

In the towns, youngsters can be found
almost everywhere. They belong to the
unregulated informal sector workforce
and the degree of their exploitation

depends on their occupation and
employer.

NadiaAhmed

DepartmentofEnglish
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"democracy”.
Shabbir A Bashar, PhD
San Francisco Bay Area
California, USA

Same story!

Several years of “grand corruption” by Khaleda
Zia's sons and cronies have resulted in the BNP
Alliance getting about 10% of her nemesis
Hasina's Awami League.
commented thathers was the only "democratic"
rule even though this is the fourth election; the
BNP forits part seems to be saying their support-
ers were prevented from voting even though
70% of the electorate has cast its vote. So what
has changed? Nothing. The same players are
back - and I bet with a vengeance. Antagonism
and disgrace has already raised its ugly head
evenin these early hours and the stench is nasty.
Let the mud slinging, hair pulling and dys-
functional politics begin one more time. To the
caretaker government I say, thank you for the
circus. To the Election Commission I say, thank
you for the gymnastics. Let our poor rudderless
nation sail once more in its circular journey of
rotating dynastic dictatorships in the name of

Hasina has already

Jamuna Future
Park

The under construction
Jamuna Future Park is the
largest shopping mall in Asia
or the third largest in the
world. That is what we know
from the prime time TV adver-
tisement and full page supple-
ments in the most circulated
national daily newspapers.
The owning company will
make this park a monument
for Bangladesh like Petronas
Iwin Towers in Malaysia,
Tajmahal in India or even the
Pyramids in Egypt or the Great
Wall of China. The park will
have 41 lakh square feet of
floor space, a food court of
international standard for
3000 people, parking facilities
for 5000 cars, banquet hall for
500 people, health club &
gymnasium for 2000 people,
seven cinema halls in one
Cineplex, a 45 MW captive
power plant for its own power
supplyand soon.

No doubt it is a massive
installation and really thrilling
news for this country to have
the largest shopping mall in
Asia. But how is it going to
help this country in its eco-
nomic growth and employ-
ment generation?

Engr.Md. Aminul Hoque
Khalishpur, Khulna

Nosedive for BNP

As expected the Boro Natokio
Party (BNP) successfully
managed to commit "Hara-
Kiri"; the demise was con-
cocted from criminal mis-
deeds, carefree corruption,
and their "couldn't care less”
attitude! Even the last ditch
desperate attempt of the
"Netri” tobecome the modern
Saviour of Islam came a crop-
per!

Except for the "Netri”
almost all of her first team
(ministers) including the
Jamaat stalwarts have been
defeated. However, they can
take solace from the saying
that: "Failures are the pillars of
success”.

However such pillars are to
be built on solid fact of integ-
rity, honesty and defined
purpose; not on lies, propa-
ganda and tall tales of the past.
They were so sure that they
forgot that "you cannot fool all

. the people all the time"! Who

knows, maybe the new first
time voters could have given
rational decisions to help turn
the tide from "high flood to
low ebb " literally and figura-
tively for the over sure BNP!
Lest they forget, the AL
should be sincere and serious
about keeping the trust of the
voters earned the hard way.
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The AL should never forget
that despite different political
opinions of different people,
today they represent all the
people of Bangladesh!

They should respect the
opposition, giving them their
due position, and not forget to
"do onto others, what others
have not done onto you”,
ignoring the natural desire of
"titfor tat”.

This will exemplify their
greatness and magnanimity in
victory. They must govern
impartially without party bias,
and Tace the difficudt task
ahead without any "fear or
favour” to ensure that “truth
shall prevail”. After all "right
and not mightisright”, "Integ-
rity, dedication and honesty"
should be their motto, for
nothing else matters in the
long run.

S.A.Mansoor
Dhaka

Revival of the spirit!

It has been an extraordinary
feeling of pleasure and pride
to see the revival of the true
spirit of my country. At the
same time it was one of the
loneliest nights of my life as I
missed the warmth of my
countrymen, while watching
all the events of Election 2008
from thousands of miles
away. Nevertheless, I certainly
could smell the wind of
change all around in the most
fertile land and minds of the
world. The result of the elec-
tion again reflected the
vibrant nature of our mother-
land where the people have
always fought for the truth and
justice whenever they were
given achance todo so. People
of Bangladesh have shown
that they are not divided, for
years they have been together
to bring the dreams of our
freedom fighters into light.
Hats off to the new generation,
women and men voters of
Bangladesh!!!!

The result certainly opens
up a new window of opportu-
nity to make all the good
things happen in our social
and economic lives. 1 hope
there are people to talk about
things like the power of secu-
larism, courage, honesty,
Integrity, vision and painstak-
ing attitude of the common
people of our country.
Furthermore, | am certain that
this is going to be an era of
change and modern thinking
in Bangladesh. However, |
would just like to take the
opportunity to point out two
important steps that the
policymakers of Bangladesh
should start to think about
immediately. One, people of
our country is starving for
years; the price hike issue is
too much grave to ignore even
for a single second. Please do
act immediately from the day
one and make things happen
IN our econommy, no matter
what it takes! And two, uplift
the image and pride of the
country not only to the outer
world but also to the new
generation by punishing the

war criminals and terrorists;
and by destroying the root of
religious extremism with the
vigour that the world had
witnessed in Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the
Father of the Nation.
Shuddhasattwa Rafiq
Assistant Professor
Jahangirnagar University
Doctoral Student, Curtin
Business School, Australia

Learning English
In Bangladesh students are
required to read English for
about twelve years. But the
level of proficiency they reach
1s very low. People taking the
civil service examination are
also tested on their knowledge
of English, but the results are
equally disappointing. Even
those who pass or qualify are
hardly able to write freely in
acceptable English.
Obviously, there is something
seriously wrong with the
teaching and learning of
English in Bangladesh. Most
students 1n this country feel a
lack of motivation. There is
hardly any subject they know
or care to know really well.
They are interested not in
acquiring knowledge or skill
but in passing the exams by
memorizing answers. They
have the tendency to use short
cut to success. Most schools
and college teachers are MA
in English. It is possible to get
a degree in English without
havingreasonable proficiency
in the language. Untrained
teachers cannot teach lan-
guage effectively.

When problems are identi-
fied, it should be possible to
get round them. Our failure to

The death of Nobel
laureate Harold Pinter
Is a great loss. He raised
his voice against all
misdeeds. In his early
years he didn't join the
Army as a conscien-
tious objector. He
strongly opposed the
US invasion in Iraq &
once he along with
Arthur Miller were
forced to quit a dinner
party in Turkey
because he said some-

learn English arises from
certain conditions: Lack of
motivation on the part of the
students, shortage of compe-
tent teachers, unsuitable
textbooks and bad and inef-
fective testing methods. We
should overcome these
problems for learning English.
AlfatAktar

Dept.of English
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Accountability and
transparency

Since independence-sacces-*

sive governments have taken
colossal amount of foreign
loans from various countiries
and international organisa
tions.

But unfortunately we have
never heard of any account-
ability and transparency of the
foreign loans in the last 37
years.

We are disappointed and
shocked that not a single
government in power has ever
published any comprehen-
sive report or white paper on
our foreign loans intention-
ally or due to negligence of
duty andinefficiency.

We strongly feel it is imper-
ative that our government in
coordination with our
Ministry of Finance and
Bangladesh Bank publish a
comprehensive report on our
foreign loans for the period
from the financial year 1971-
1972 to 2006-2007 year-wise
for information of the mem-
bers of public in our greater
national interest.

O H Kabir
Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka

thing for the Kurds in his speech which irritated the

establishment.

To be honest, I didn't know his name before 2005
when he won the Nobel for Literature. After that I read
almost all of his plays & poetry, courtesy British
Council Library. Though most of his plays are bizarre &
surreal but undoubtedly those plays have strong mas-
sages. But the book “Death & etc.” a collection of his
poetry & short play is a masterpiece. “The mountain
language” has a strong massage against the oppres-
sors. Some of the poems in this book are quite rebel-

lious. It'samustread forall.

He's also great admirer of cricket. He's a collector of
Wisden Almanac. He collected all Wisden Almanacs
ever published. He'd a cricket club of his own.

We lostnotonly a great writer but also a strong voice.
He will live in our hearts forever.

Solaiman Palash
EastJurain, Dhaka
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