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W& Lankan troops advance
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Sri Lankan Defence Ministry photo shows government troops entering the Tamil Tiger political capital town of Kilinochchi, some 330
kilometres north of Colombo. Troops advanced on the military headquarters of the Tamil Tigers, a day after capturing the rebels' de facto
political capital in the island’s north,

Pak govt keeping vigil
on banned, suspected
organisations

PT1, Islamabad

Advocating the need to reduce
the danger of an Indo-Pak
conflict, Pakistan government
has said it is keeping a vigil on
all banned terrorist groups
and "suspect” organisations
as part of measures initiated
by it in the wake of the
Mumbai attacks.
Information Minister
Sherry Rehman said Pakistan
has taken several "important
steps” to implement the UN
Security Council's sanctions
on Jamaat-ud-Dawa, the
front organisation of
Lashkar-e-Toiba blamed for
the Mumbai attacks, and "has
remained vigilant of all
banned and suspect organi-
sations.” "It is in the interest
of Pakistan and India, as well
as the international commu-
nity, to urgently reduce the
danger of a conflict and pro-

tect the India-Pakistan peace
process which carries enor-
mous benefits for the whole
region,” she said during a
meeting here yesterday with
British High Commissioner
Robert Brinkley.

Pakistan has rounded up
over 20 LeT activists, including
Zakiur Rehman Lakhvi, the
alleged mastermind of the
Mumbai attacks, but has said
it cannot take forward its
investigation till India shares
evidence and information.

Meanwhile, holding sway
over the restive Swat valley,
Taliban have begun selective
killings, targetting dancers,
politicians and paramilitary
personnel.

Six persons were Killed by
the Taliban yesterday in trou-
bled northwestern Swat valley,
where violence by militants
has claimed hundreds of lives
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on rebels' military HQ

Another bomb blast in Colombo |

AFP, Colombo

He added that 10 such missions were  mosque in Colombo's commercial area of

Sri Lankan troops advanced yesterday on
the military headquarters of the Tamil
ligers and engaged the rebels in fresh
gunbattles, a day after capturing their de

facto political capital.

The defence ministry said ground
forces, backed by helicopter gunships
and war planes, were moving towards
Mullaittivu, the jungle district along the
northeastern seaboard, where the Tigers
have their main military facilities.

“The battle for Mullaitivu has already
begun,” the ministry said in a statement.

The air force used Mi-24 helicopter
gunships to carry out three bombingraids
Saturday in support of the advancing
troops while jet aircraft were also
deployed to hit Tiger positions, a military

spokesman said.

India questions Pakistan's
militant crackdown

AP, New Delhi

India's defence minister dis-
missed Pakistan's efforts to
crack down on militants in the
wake of the Mumbai terrorist
attacks, saying Friday that
dozens of terrorist groups
remain active in the country.

"l do not think there is any
noticeable change in the
attitude of Pakistan," AK
Antony told reporters. "State-
ments are not important.
Actions are important. They
have to prove by their action.”

His comments came after
Pakistan arrested at least two
men accused by India of plan-
ning the attacks on India’s
financial capital and launched
a nationwide crackdown on a
charity believed to be a front
for Lashkar-e-Taiba, a militant
group which India has blamed
for the three-day siege that
killed 164 people and revealed
deep flaws in the country's

| securityservices.

A Lashkar spokesman sent
a statement to journalists in
Kashmir on Friday denying
reports that Zarar Shah, one of
the Lashkar militants arrested
in Pakistan, confessed
involvementin the attacks.

"No evidence could be
found on the scene of the crime,
and now there is an effort to
manufacture evidence thou-
sands of miles away in
[slamabad," the statementsaid.

[t was impossible to confirm
the statement's authenticity,
but the group’s spokesman,
Abdullah Ghaznawi, is in regular
contact with journalists in
Kashmir,

In his comments, Antony
called on Pakistani authorities
to do more, saying, "More than
30 terrorist outlits are still
operating in Pakistan.”

A Pakistani foreign minis-
try spokesman said the gov-
ernment was formulating a
response to the remarks.
Other officials able to com-

ment were not immediately
available.

Tensions have become
exceedingly fragile between
the nuclear-armed South
Asian rivals since the attacks.
Both sides have made com-
ments that alternately hint at
then back away from the
possibility of conflict.

India has not ruled out the
use of force in its response to the
attacks. Pakistan's civilian lead-
ers have said they do not want
war, butwill retaliate ifattacked.

Antony insisted that India
had not ordered any out-of-
the-ordinary movements of
soldiers since the attacks.

Pakistani officials said last
week that India had moved
troops toward their shared
border, following Islamabad’s
own redeployment of forces
toward the frontier. Pakistan
also said New Delhi had acti-
vated forward air bases.

Indian officials have
denied those claims.

.Landmine kills
two soldiers
in Pakistan

AFP, Quetta

Two paramilitary soldiers were
killed and four wounded in a
landmine explosion in insur-
gency-hit southwest Pakistan
on Saturday, an official said.

The soldiers were patrolling
a gas field in the town of Dera
Bugti in gas-rich Baluchistan
province on the border with
Afghanistan and Iran when a
landmine planted on aroadside
exploded under theirvehicle.

"Two soldiers were killed
and four others wounded in
the incident," a spokesman for
the paramilitary Fronter Corps
told AFP.
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PHOTO: AFP

Deputy Prime Minister of Spain Maria Teresa Fernandez de la Vega
(L) shakes hands with India's Congress Party President and
Chairperson of the UPA Government Sonia Gandhi during a meet-
ing at herresidence in New Delhi yesterday.
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Pakistan arrests senior
Taliban figure

AP, Peshawar

Pakistan has arrested a for-
mer spokesman for Taliban
leader Mullah Omar who was
released by Afghanistan in
2007 in exchange for a kid-
napped Italian journalist,
security officials said yester-
day.

Authorities detained
Ustad Mohammed Yasir in
the northwest city of
Peshawar near the Afghan
border, said an intelligence
official, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity because
he was not authorised to talk
to the media.

A Peshawar police official
confirmed the arrest, but
neither specified when It
occurred.

Many Taliban and al-

' Qaeda militants fled into

Pakistan after the US-led

. invasion of Afghanistan to
' oust the Taliban in 2001.

The US has pushed
Pakistan to crack down on
militants, who have

regrouped in the country's
lawless tribal areas and
have been launching
attacks against Western
forces across the border in
Afghanistan.

Many in the West have
questioned the Islamabad's
ability or willingness to
target the Taliban because
Pakistan backed the hard-
line regime before its
ouster.

Yasir served as Omar's
spokesman following the fall
of the regime, said the intelli-
gence official. Pakistan first
arrested the former spokes-
man in 2005 and sent him to
Afghanistan, where he was
released along with four
other Taliban figures for
journalist Daniele
Mastrogiacomo, the official
added.

The Afghan and Italian
governments were heavily
criticised for the swap - a
step many observers feared
would encourage more
kidnappings.

2] JOB OPPORTUNITY

School.
Experience & SKkill :

HIV / AIDS Program

& written.

(Bengal & English)

Implementation.

Salary range :
relevant expenence.

Cieneral,

Applications are invited for the position of Program
Officer (AIDS) for Family Planning Association of
Bangladesh (FPAB), a national NGO working to provide
Sexual & Reproductive Hzalth Services and to protect
its Rights (SRHR) since 1953.

Education & Qualification. Master Degree in Public
Health (MPH) from recognized university/ College/

® At least 5 years work expernience in any Govt. or NGO
® Excellent command of English language both spoken

® Should be skilled in computer literacy especially in
MS word, Excel, Power point, SPSS software etc.

¢ Should be conversant with latest National &
International HIV/AIDS Program.

® Skilled in preparation of project proposal, Annual
report, analytical momtonng & evaluation Program

® Should be acquainted with systems of Donors,
Government & NGO's and a very good linkage

® Females are cncouraged to apply.

® People leaving with HIV/AID'S may also apply.

Salary will be commensurate with

Interested persons should submit theirr CV, along with
cover letter 1n sealed envelope super scnibed
position applied for, Application should reach by couner
by January 12, 2009 at the following address. Director
FPAB, 2 Naya Paltan, Dhaka-1000. Phone

PABX-8319343, or e-mail to jahir@fpab.org O M cafere 2RROEE e l |

with the

carried outon Friday.

Troops, who took the Tigers' northern
stronghold of Kilinochchi on Friday, were
fanning out to neighbouring areas and
confronted small pockets of rebel resis-
tance, amilitary official said.

"Several Tigers were killed and security
forces also suffered injuries,” the official
sald.

The pro-rebel Tamilnet website
reported that a petrol station and a bus
station were bombed by the air force on
Friday morning, killing four civilians and
wounding another eight.

Meanwhile, at least three people were
wounded in a bomb blast in Sri Lanka's
capital Colombo on Saturday, aday after a
suicide bomb attack killed two people
elsewhere in the city, police said.

The latest explosion was outside a

Pettah, police said adding three peopl
were taken to hospital. .

Colombo National Hospital directgy
Prasad Arlyawansa said three pegple
admitted following the blast had mingr
injuries.

Two vehicles were damaged while
shop windows in the area were shattered.
puhce said.

There was no immediate claim of
responsibility but the government
blamed Friday's attack on a suicide
bomber from the Tamil Tiger separatist
group, which lost its main political base in
theisland's north on Friday.

The defence ministry said government
troops were moving further north of their
positions in Kilinochchi in a bid to retake
the strategically vital Elephant Pass,
which waslostto theTigers in April 2000,

Activists from the Kashmiri Communist Party of India (CPI) burn
an effigy of Israel's Prime Minister Ehud Olmert during an anti-
Israeli demonstration in Srinagar yesterday.

Kashmir
encounter
continues:
1 cop killed

PT1, Srinagar/Jammu

A Special Police Officer (SPO)
was killed when an encounter
between militants and secu-
rity forces resumed in forest
area of Mendhar in Poonch
district of Jammu and
Kashmir, official sources said
in Poonch.

The encounter resumed
around midnight in Bhati
Dhar forest of Mendhar area
and SPO Naresh Kumar was
killed, they said, adding the
entire area has already been
cordoned off by the troops,
who are also being assisted by
Special Operation Group of
police.

JCO Rakesh Kumar and
Naik P K Singh besides four
militants were killed in a fierce
gunbattle which started on
Thursday evening between
security forces and militants in
the forest area of Bhatidhar in
Poonch, the spokesman said.

The sources, however, said
the bodies of the slain mili-
tants have not been recovered

PHOTO: AFP

was confinuing.

EXPLORE YOUR TALENTS

A Leading 100% export oriented sewing tread dyeing
company 1S going to recruit one self driven, hlghly
motivated skilled person for its Production Department as
DYE HOUSE MANAGER/ DGM/ GM who can run
independently their newly established unit (fully automated
dyeing factory) located at Dhaka. The person should have
willing to work a target oriented job under high pressure.

Educational Qualification: The incumbent should be
Masters in Chemistry/ Applied Chemistry/ B.Sc in
Chemical Engineering. In case of highly experience
person, the qualification may be relaxed.

Remuneration & Other Benefits: Attractive remuneration
package and other admissible benefits will be offered to
highly experience candidate.

If you think you are the right person for the mention
post, please sent your CV to-

Simtex Industries Limited
House # 13, (3rd Floor), Road # 03, Sector # 06 .

so far as the firing by the ultras

Dhaka-1230 on or before January 15, 2009.

O e EfSEE 3R 2o

@9/, B9 (T, BIFl-3d00 |

BT =TS (WS ETE IR es IHATSIEE Joob-200s 28 IS¢ ITTEF ISFE 5ilEm (TN
sgoandl fewm, AT 531 ¢ e e afeem/ass 3E a3 IEehs g3
I 932 WA FIAZIMA ST 93 Fo T @R '@ 97 w59 o3 7T %2 (o5 AT
#fEBR 93 73T Bre AR A RIS |

fom @ w<ES) A wronar Gifess e ofeh wrer o 3ffs 5% 3= oo s, 550
TS MY O3L S& THATSIER A7 =1 230 I3 5a1ais U@ WMl 38/0d/0d 32 SN
*f" °1sq IR | (A4 FIAMTE §RE™, TIN S8IHZ TEA1TW SHE A 0me Soimg= *:,
FAfESa e T3 Wides ARTER FnoR Y3 = OIS T 7390 FHeer S SHw
TR (EHTE AR TS IS YR NS wHrier SRwl AR orr o I
DI A J¥G/(A-¥R, A @R S iz =2 e e S9em nwy @
W T &9 e R S v aifes Afem ey 3@

qasa qrerstd famm fRdfre oife 6 Ao Sug w9 seqd Fenssedn sfem WS 5
AR vt wifks sfare ofares | w3s@ Wd de/od/od T TIfd oF 3300 e FE
HaTaATS! W91 SR d Sfefaiya (3 @ TS Es) T vt T e 2R

AT I8 WI20N W99 Wi W20 439 991 Ao 93 @ R T30 SeE NS qae
%9 1 e FAR 9T FAS] TQ ITHATSE FENE FIHA IS |

4
NI

F9 | BaR AR et g | smd® == wE WA T
e ¢ ¥
‘T | Iuyem 3000.00 BI® | @ 000/- U1 (REfee) S¢/o>/on e ST | l
q9@ Y00 VA
‘o’ AT Garm Yooo. 00 UT®] | ¢,000/- B (Em'é) 2
W | e fA-as 3000.00 D1 | @,000/- DI ([HEIES) ]
W | Telie sty 2co.co B | 2e% (D wra’ BR) 4
=y foree @S @fse | @oo.co UI® | ¢.,000/- D1 (ﬁiﬁﬁ!) R
s | ORersa ST ?00.c0 O | 2.2% (CNT0 HEIA B°R) q
W | neRe s 2oo.00 BI® | 3.¢% (Wb wag B1) g
| (4o g 2co.00 B | 3.2% (X0 W@ BR) 2
¥ 8d 12 FAorave goo.co BT#1 | 3% (N %A 8R) v of 2
CATHICRR TG HITATR
@' | iR wlberdR Wi ¢oo.co U@ | 3.¢% (W10 wraw Bom) 2 |
fatyvd

e g il i

- . e

- -



