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Include climate change
in dev strategy

Speakers tell conference

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

mate change.

[tis essential to incorporate the issue of climate
change in the development strategy of the
government, said discussants at a special con-
ference on climate change yesterday.

[he environmental issues, which have not
been incorporated in the government's devel-
opment strategy, must be included now, said
Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon (BAPA)
President Prof Muzaffer Ahmad in the inaugu-
ral session of the special conference on "Cli-
mate Change and Bangladesh Development
Domestic Tasks and International

Strategy
Cooperation .

BAPA and Bangladesh Environment
Network jointly organised the conference atthe
Institute of Costand Management Accountants
(ICMA) auditorium in the capital.

If the issue is excluded from the develop-
ment strategy, the impact of climate change
might frustrate implementation of the strate-
gies adopted to reduce poverty, said Atiq

Rahman

Stressing the need for playing a pro-active
role in combating climate change, BRAC
University Vice chancellor Prof Jamilur Reza
Choudhury said Bangladesh should be in the
driving seat in terms of negotiation with the
developed countries for getting funds on ch-

He said the developed countries, responsi-
ble lor climate change, will try to allocate funds
for management ol the effects of climate
change with those for natural disasters. But
Bangladesh has to be very careful about it,

Emphasising the need for rehabilitating the
people likely to be displaced because of climate
change, lawmaker-elect Abul Mal Abdul Muhit
said Bangladesh should adopt a 'strategy’ like
the Maldives for relocating its citizens living in
areas vulnerable to climate change, to other
countries. Then other necessary steps will have
10 be taken, he added.

Bangladesh Economic Society President
Quazi Kholiquzzaman said, "We shall not be
able to withstand the impact of climate change
withouta strong economic base,"

Dipen Bhattacharya of University of
California in his presentation said at the end of
the century, salinity in surface water would be
increased because of climate change as it

would lead to an increase in rain by 20 to 25

percent during monsoon and a fall in rain by 16
percent during winter.

Dr Nazrul Islam said the challenges of cli-
mate change cannot be tackled only through
foreign tunds without proper steps for coun-
try's internal development.

DII:FERENT ORGANISATIONS GREET HASINA
Countrymen hope for
meaningftul change

against terrorism, militancy, war criminals and

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Different socio-political parties have contin-
ued to greet Awami League President Sheikh
Hasina for her landslide victory in the 9th par-
hamentary elections on December 29.

Greeting the prime minister-elect, Gono
Forum President Dr Kamal Hossain yesterday
said the countrymen hope for a meaningtul
change, effective parliament and good gover-
nance underher strong leadership

He also congratulated all the lawmakers-

electofthe ninth parliament.

Descnbing the victory of the grand alliance
as an outcome of the people's protracted
ient, he said the In'tl[‘l'l- through
the December 29 polls had given their verdict

united moven

corruption.

Greeting

Bishwa

theelections.

Hasina,
Development Agencies in Bangladesh hoped
that the plan "Vision 2021" which she placed in
front of the people would be implemented

Bangladesh
hailed the victoryofthe AL-led grand alliance.

He said this history victory had also created
a wide scope for building more prosperous in
the days ahead.

Associration of

under herstrong leadership.
Kabita
congratulated Hasina on her massive victory in

Parishad In a statement

Muktijoddha Parishad also

PHOTO: STAR
Jatiya Party Chairman HM Ershad and other leaders wave at party supporters and activists at a dis-
cussion marking the 24th founding anniversary of the party at Engineers Institution auditorium in the
city yesterday.

Polls held in free,
peaceful manner

Say election observers

DU CORRESPONDENT

Janipop, an election observa-
tion group, has said the ninth
parliamentary election was
held in a free, fair, neutral and
peaceful manner with very
few stray incidents across the
country.

Janipop observed the
election both on long-term
and short-term basis under
the close guidance of its
Chairman Prof Nazmul Ahsan
Kalimullah in selected constit-
uencies keeping eyes on other
areas as well, says a press
release signed by its divisional
coordinator AKM Salahuddin.

According to i1ts pre-
election observations the new
code of conduct has had some
impacts on the candidates'
electoral activities. The prac-
tice of wall writing largely
dropped and black and white
posters were used instead of
coloured ones.

However, the tendency of
buying votes prevailed to some
extent as part of long-standing
electoral culture, itadded.

The early deployment of
army as striking force played a
key role in maintaining law
and order while other law
enforcement agencies were
also very promptin action, the
pressreleaseadded.

In its interim report
Janipop said someunder-aged
people were seen at a booth in
Mymensingh College centre

under Mymensingh -4 con-
stituency.

In Gonobidyaniketon
centre under Narayangonj-5
constituency, polling started
at 8:30am due to absence of
polling agents and iIn
Gojomohon Government
School centre under Dhaka-
12 constituency, voting
started at 9:00am, the report
added.

At Jigatola and Moneshwar
Registered Primary School
under the same constituency,
few voters were misinformed
that they were not in the list of
that centre. As a result they
went back without casting
votes, said Janipop.

Woman stabbed
to death in :
Jhenidah

UNB, /henldah

A woman was stabbed to
death by some villagers at
Srirampur under Shailakupa
upazila in the district last

night.
The assailants, said to be
Jamaat activists, stabbed

Porbas)y Begum, 50, wife of
Shukkur Ali, at around
7:30pm as she tried to save
his son Hujo from the attack-
ers.

The vicuim died on the
spot. Six people were arrested
inthisconnection,

Death anniversary

METRO DESK

B Today is the
il 4th death
® | anniversary
H] of Md Suja
/ _"."'_:' ud Daula, a
e f ormer
3 :.“‘55 Member of
Parliament,
former chairman of Eastern
Mercantile Bank (now Pubali
Bank) and a renowned phar-
macist, says a pressrelease.

On the occasion, milad
mahfil and Qurankhwani will
be held at his residence and at
the Mirpur Martyred
Intellectuals’ Graveyard after
Maghrib prayers today.

Foods will also be distrib-
uted among the destitute at
the graveyard.

Relatives and well-wishers
are requested to attend the

milad mahhl.

Qulkhwani
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Qulkhwani
of Prof Dr
1 Gk VT o T 1
4 f0 7 6 070
o N former head
B P oA R
' " | Department
: | of Medicine,
Dhaka Medical College and
Hospital, will be held at his
West Rampura residence in
the city after Asr prayers today.
He passed away on
Thursday at the age of 79 after
suffering from liver cirrhosis
for a long ume, says a press
release,
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11 fish shops
gutted in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Clg

Eleven dried fish shops were
gutted in a fire at Asadgan
market in the port city early
yesterday,

Fire Brigade sources said
the fire originated from an
electric short circuit ar a shop
at Asadganj Shutkipatti, coun-
try s biggest dried fish market,
at around 12;:30am and soon
engulted the adjacentshops.

Thirteen fire fighting units
extinguished the blaze after
three hours' frantic efforts,

Fire Brigade sources said
the extent of loss could go up
to Tk 50 lakh while the affected
shop owners claimed that it
would be around Tk 2 crore.

BDB to work
with new govt
to curb graft,
terrorism

Says B Chy

A CORRESPONDENT, Munshigan|

Former president AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury
yesterday said Bikalpa Dhara
Bangladesh (BDB) will work
with the newly elected govern-
ment to eliminate terrorism,
corruption and poverty from
the country.

B Chowdhury, who recently
resigned from Bikalpa Dhara
Bangladesh (BDB) as its presi-
dent following his party's
defeat in the December 29
election, said his party has
accepted the people's man-
date and will give support to
the new government taking up
programmes for the welfare of
the people.

He said this at a view
exchange meeting at Srinagar
iIn Munshigan) to find out the
reasons behind his party's
defeat in the 9th parliamen-
taryelections

Acting secretary General of
the party Mahi B Chowdhury
called on all to work together
with the new government to
strengthen democracy.

BDB leaders Joynal Abedin
Bir Bikram, Manzur Rashed,
Jahangir Alam and Ashraf
Hossain Hasu also' woke mn
the programme

Recruitment
test question
leaked in
Bandarban

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Bandarban

Candidates in an examination
to appoint staffers for
Bandarban Chief Judicial
Magistrate's Court staged a
demonstration in the town
yesterday alleging that ques-
tions were leaked on Thursday
night.

However, the police foiled
their attempt to hold a rally in
frontofthelocal press club.

Atotal of 684 candidates sat
for the recruitment test yester-
dayagainstatotal of46 posts.

The protesters alleged that
the authorities supplied ques-
tion papers to certain candi-
dates on Thursday night.

Local journalists also
received some copies similar
to the question paper.

When contacted, officials
and staffers declined to make
any comment.

Chehlum of
Nurul Islam
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chehlum of veteran labour
leader and politician
Mohammad Nurul Islam and
his son Islam Tomhor Puchi
will be held at Teacher-
Student Centre (TSC) cafeteria
of Dhaka University at 3:00pm
today, says a press release.

Relatives, well-wishers and
political colleagues of Nurul
Islam are requested to attend
the chehlum.

Nurul Islam, president of
Gonotantri Party and
Bangladesh Trade Union
Centre, and his son died in a
mysterious fire at his resi-
dence inthe citylastmonth,
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MP-elect Mostafa J_alal Mohiuddin speaks at a reception accorded to newly elected lawmakers of Awami League from Dhaka city during
the extended meeting of the city unit of the party at the party office at Bangabandhu Avenue in the city yesterday.

Pabna University of Science,
Tech to be launched today

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Pabna University of Science
and Technology will be offi-
cially launched in Pabna
today.

Besides, the foundation
stone of the university building
will be laid at Rajapur and the
administrative activities of the
university will be inaugurated.

Finance Adviser AB Mirza
Azizul Islam and Education
Adviser Hossain Zillur
Rahman will inaugurate the
administrative activities at the
Teachers' Training College so
that students can get enrolled
Inmid-Februarysession.

Administrative and aca-

demic activities of the univer-
sity will continue at the
Teachers' Training College
until the completion of the
construction of the university
buildings.

The authorities have already
selected the site for the univer-
sity covenng 40 acres of lands at
Rajapur in Sadar upazila. The
process of purchasing the lands
would be completed soon, the
sources said.

The government
appointed Prof Md Amin
Uddin as its vice chancellor
who has already started
administrative activities.

A total of 200 students
would be admitted in four

departments -- Computer
Science and Technology,
Electronic and Electrical
Engineering, BBA and
Mathematics -- in the first
academic session. Classes
would be started in mid-
February:.

TheVC told The Daily Start
over phone: "We are taking
preparations to start classes in
mid-February. At first, 200
students would be enrolled in
four subjects. Admission
forms would be available at
the end of this month. The
admission process would be
completed by February 15 and
classes would be started in
mid-February.”

Singaporean children prioritise
family over career: Survey

UNB, Singapore

The results of a survey of 60

children conducted by Adecco

Singapore, the Singapefe
subsidiary of the wodd’s
leading human resource and
staffing services company,
reveals that 88 percent of
Singapore's workforce of
tomorrow believe that it is
more important to spend time
with family than to make a
large salary and lots of money,
thus making family a priority
over salary when considering
work/life balance.

This is an interesting find-
ing when more children are
seeing their parents working
longer hours than they may
have done in previous years,
The survey asked 60 children
in Singapore, aged from 7 to
14, about their career and
salary expectations.

The most popular career
choices are for becoming a
doctor, lawyer, teacher or
joining the Singapore Police
Force. One child that wants to
become a doctor so that he
can 'help treat people’ expects
to receive a monthly salary of
55200,

However, these worthy
career choices compete with a
wide array of other interesung
possibilities, such as wiolin
teacher, forensic scientist,
game designer or a 'person
thatgrooms pets .

One child surveyed 1is
hoping to earn $5%24,000,000

per annum as a rugby player,
whilst another wants to
become a 'food taster’ as they
Jove to eat' and hope to get

“pald $2000 a month for doing
50, Another hopes to develop a

career as a pathologist as they
have always 'been interested
in dinosaurs’ and plans to
earn enough to 'buy computer
games'.

Many children intend to go
after the coolest job they can
imagine, whilst others think
the coolest jobs in the world,
although not right for them,
include being a road sweeper,
subway sandwich artist, com-
mando, magician or a ‘job that
you don't need to train at and
can just be yourself'. One
young child thinks that being
the 'Boss of computers like Bill
Gates'is the bestjob going.

Since being prime minister
of Singapore is such animpor-
tant job, the children were
asked about the first 'three
things they would do' if they
became prime minister.

Recurring themes included
continual improvement of the
environment and helping
those most in need. Many
children gave serious thought
as to what they would do if
they became prime minister.

Many children were knowl-
edgeable beyond their years
about how as Singapore's
prime minister they would
influence taxes, education,
government and society In
general. The country would be

in good hands!

The most poignant parts of
the survey were the ‘Family’
answers to the gquestion "What
IS more important -- to make "
lots of money or to spend timé
with your family?" The chil-
dren surveyed clearly under-
stand family values and the
importance of the family unit -
- possibly influenced by con-
versations around the dining
room table about the global
economyand whatlies ahead.

While this may nort be the
most scientific survey of the
year, it comes at a time when
the topics of jobs and careers
are very much on the mind of
Singaporeans. The survey
shows that thoughts about
work, responsibilities and
quality of life, begin early onin
children.

Lynne Ng, regional director
for Adecco South East Asia,

" said, “In as much as there is

always humour in a survey like
this, we are amazed at just how
responsibly-minded the
surveyed children are. 1 was
touched to see so many of the
children choosing family over
money and deeply appreciat-
ing the family that surround
them. This to me was a
reminder of the increasing
need for work/life balance.
Based on the survey results,
Adecco forecasts that our
future workforce, with their
foresight and creativity, will
contribute significantly to the
Singapore of tomorrow.”

BSF returns
body of youth

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Indian Border Security Force
(BSF) returned the body of a
Bangladeshi youth after a
company commander-level
flag meeting with Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) lastnight.

Operation Officer of Rifle
Battalion-2 Major Shahedul]
Islam Shahed said the meeting
was held on the zero line on
Cochal border

The victim was identified
as Ziarul, 28. He was gunned
down by BSF on Cochal border
under Ranishangkoil upazila
in the districton Thursday.

Obituary

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A K M
Nazibullah
Khan, pro-
ject director
of PRDP-2 of
Bangladesh
o O B
Unnayan
Board, passed away due to
brairr haemorrhage at Square
Hospital in the city yesterday
at the age of 57, says a press
release.

He left behind his wife, one

son, one daughter and a host’

of relatives to mourn his
death.
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Roundtable

The daily Prothom Alo organises a
roundiable on expeciatons to the
pariamentanans. Venue: Prothom
Alo office. Time: 10:00am.

Lecture

Prof Sirajul Islam will deliver a
lecture on ‘Contnbution of Asian
Trade to America's post-
revolutionary transformation’ at
the inaugural ceremony of the S7th
founding anniversary of Asiatic
Society of Bangladesh. Venue:
Asiatic Socety auditorium. Time:
10:00am.

Human chain

Citzen Rights Movement will form
a human chain demanding UN
intervention to stop Israeh attack
on Gaza. Venue: In front of
National Museum. Time: 11:00am.

Rotary Dhaka Central

The regular meeting of Rotary
Club of Dhaka Central will be held.
Venue: Dhaka Club. Time:

1:30pm.

Sheikh Hasina's acid test

FROM PAGE 1
much money, who had how
many ‘'mastans’ in command,
who did a better job of thrash-
ing the opposition (in many
instances physically so) and
who were personally loyal to
her and Tarique Rahman.
There was no question of
expertise, experience and
ability, The fact that running
the government requires some,
however rudimentary, knowl-
edge did not appear to have
occurred to the then pnme
minister. In fact cabinet posts
were distributed in such a
cavalier manner that they lost
any meaning whatsoever. It
was widely rumoured that the
foreign ministry was awarded
after a payment of a sizeable
sum. The fact that such an
important post was kept
vacant for a time and then
given to aman whose apparent
definiton of diplomacy was
'PR’, which was further defined
as throwing lavish dinners and
arranging trips for diplomats,
lent credence to thatrumour.
One can argue that polit-
cians cannot be expected to be
experts, The so-called logic 1s
that since they only give policy
directions, they might not have
any knowledge of their respec-
tive ministries. This view might
have been applicable once
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upon a time. It is certainly not
so In the 2lst century. Every
ministry now requires in depth
knowledge of the latest scien-
tificdiscoveries and technolog-
ical innovations. There 1s
hardly a single area where
personal loyalty and party
commitment is enough to be
ontop of things.

[t is because the ministers
are chosen randomly and with
so little consideration for
relevant knowledge and expe-
rience that the respective
ministers fall vicims to con-
niving consultants (both for-
eign and local) and manipulat-
ing bureaucrats (both serving
and retired). There are of
course exceptions, but excep-
tions do not make the rule, they
in fact, proveit.

At the end of the day, gover-
nance is mosty about manage-
ment. So ministers need to be
good managers -- meaning in
addition to knowing their
respective subjects, they need
to have human and resource
management skills. In today's
world management is the most
vital component of governance.
It is truer for a country like
Bangladesh, where resources
are scarce and there are endless
things thatneed to be done.

In selecting her new cabinet

Sheikh Hasina's policy must be
to choose the best and the
brightest with an announced
policy of ‘zero tolerance for
corruption, abuse of power,
partisanship and inefficiency’,
All her cabinet, state and deputy
ministers must be willing to
make public detailed accounts
of their personal assets and
liabilines, including that of their
immediate family. No one
should be included in that
august group who 1s not com-
fortable with this policy. In her
last term she is said to have
collected such statements, but
lost the moral high ground by not
making them public. This tme
the taskis easier since the EC has
already made public a part of
such information. Forcing her
cabinet colleagues to make such
information public 1S a sure way
to contain their corruption. And
let us not forget, ministers did
and do getcormupt.

By delivering the biggest AL
victory after 1973, Sheikh
Hasina has truly come of her
own. She 1s no longer a leader
by default, but by performance.
As the architect of her party's
resounding come back she
nowenjoysacompletely differ-
ent stature, respect, admira-
tion andadulation.

However, because of the

stupendous nature of her
victory, her responsibility to
deliver has become enormous.
The key to that delivery i1s a
good, competent and corrup-
tion free cabinet. If she chooses
the right people, she will have
already succeeded halfway.
Conversely any wrong choice
will make her task that much
more difficult. Sheikh Hasina
will do well to remember that
who ever indulges in corrup-
tion, the blame will be hers,
and hers alone, as she learnt it
the hard way last ime.

If she really chooses a 'zero
tolerance for corruption
policy, which will be clearly
indicated by her choice of the
cabinet, she can count on the
independent media to be ather
side to help her implement
that policy. Through quick,
comprehensive and constant
coverage we pledge to help her
in freeing Bangladesh of the
ignominy of corruption and
restore that dignity to our
people that they so richly
deserve. The swing votes in
favour of Awami League and
the near complete rejection of
BNP and its allies is nothing
but the people's reacton to
corruption. Any misreading of
this result will be fatal for the
ViClors.
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