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- Srikkanth has
two targets

CRICINFO, undated
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Kris Srikkanth, the chairman of
India’s national cricket selec:
tors, has outlined two impor-
tant targets for the team -- to be
the No. 1 ODI team this year
and top the Test rankings by
2010, He says India are cur-
rently the most balanced
among the top three teams,
including Australia and South
Africa.

“I believe India are the best-
balanced side, in batting and
bowling, among the top three
teams,” Srikkanth told the
Hindu. "But then, the develop-
ment of a side is a process and
cannot be done overnight. At
the end of 2009, we should be
the No. 1 team in the ODIs. By
2010, we should be the top
team in Test cricket. This is the
dream of the selection com-
mittee and the Board."

Srikkanth was optimistic
about India's chances on the
upcoming tour of New Zealand
in March-April, and cited the
overseas record over the last
three years to back his assess-
ment. "We have been perform-
ing consistently well in all
conditions. We have beaten the
West Indies in the West Indies
and England in England in Test
cricket. But for the umpiring
errors in Sydney, we could have
won the series in Australia too.

"We won a Test in South

Africa and came close to win-
ning the series. Our bowlers, |
believe, have always done well
outside India. Now our batting
is complementing the bowl-
ing."
In the one-day arena in
2008, India won the CB tri-
series in Australia earlylastyear
followed by bilateral series
victories against Sri Lanka and
England but, in between, fellin
the finals of the Kitply Cup and
the Asia Cup to Pakistan and Sri
Lanka respectively.

Srikkanth said he also
expected Rahul Dravid, who
struggled for form last year, to
play a crucial role at the No.3
slot in the Test team, especially
during the away series in New
Zealand.

"He's a batsman with over
10,000 runs in Test cricket,”
Srikkanth said. "Dravid is also
among the greatest batsmen
the world has produced. If you
don't give Dravid the extra
leeway, whom are you going to
give it tos

We have specific plans.
During the forthcoming series
in New Zealand, a player like |
Dravid will be very crucial for
us. There will be bounce and
movement for the pacemen
there. If India are to progress to
the No. 1 ranking, ithas to beat
New Zealand in New Zealand.
Dravid will be a key member of
theline-up atthe No.3slot.”

Football's
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"Football needs big money. We
are not going to go for con-
structions but we need fund
and support for running
training programmes and
increase coaching staff. We
have the plans but can't get
forward due to lack of fund,”
said Salahuddin, whose exec-
utive committee has yet to
show any political affiliation.

But Salahuddin has an
advantage, which he can try to
use for the sake of football. Asa
footballer, he spent his glory
days at Abahani, whose
founder Sheikh Kamal was the
brother of Grand Alliance
leader and Awami League
chief Sheikh Hasina.

Salahuddin is like a family
member to Sheikh Hasina,
who is expected to be the next
Prime Minister of the country,
and this could turn into a
beacon for football.

"I will go to her (Hasina)
and beg the government's
assistance for football. I
believe she will not turn me
down. I also believe that the
new government will not only
be football-friendly but also
willinspire sports.”

!
Sylhet's
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good startto the campaign.

BRIEFSCORES
KHULNA: 125 all out in 33
overs (Farid 28*, Sadat 23,
Amit 19; Nazmul 3-31, Taposh
3-15).

SYLHET: 128-1 in 11.4 overs
(Saikat51*, Mithun 48*).
Result: Sylhet won by nine
wickets.

DHAKA: 173 all out in 47.2
overs (Marshall 49, Riyad 30;
Rezaul4-25, Sajjad 2-21).
CHITTAGONG: 174-5 in 45.3
overs (Nafis 57, Rezaul 49;
Azim 1-32, Rezaul 1-36).
Result: Chittagong won by five
wickets.

RAJSHAHI: 144 all out in 39.1
overs (Anisur 37, Hamidul 24;
Rony 3-26, Arafat2-15).
BARISAL: 145-8 in 48.3 overs
(Nasir 26, Bashar 23; Shuvo 4-
23).

Result: Barisal won by two
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BBC ONLINE, undated

South Africa can eclipse
Australia as the leading Test-
playing nation with victory in
the third and final Test which
begins in Sydney on Saturday.

The visitors took a 2-0
series lead with a nine-wicket
triumph at the MCG and are
looking to inflict Australia's
first home whitewash in 122
years.

With Brett Lee, Shane
Watson and Andrew Symonds
injured, the hosts feature one
of their most inexperienced
attacks.

Andrew McDonald plus
Doug Bollinger or Ben
Hilfenhaus will make their
debuts.

Having lost the final two
Tests in India, Australia recov-
ered to win both matches of the
home series against New
Zealand, but face the very real
prospectof their firstwhitewash
downundersince 1887-88.

Australia have been the
official world number one
team for all but eight months
ofthe last 13 years.

"We've had an amazing run
as a team. We have dominated
world cricket for a long period
oftime,” said Australia captain
Ricky Ponting,

"We've all got to remain
upbeat. There's no time for
panic or as (chiel selector)
Andrew Hilditch said, chop
and change

"I'm still very positive and
very sure that with some of
these younger guys coming on
that in a few years time we can
getbackup there and be domi-
nating world cricket once
again,”

left-armer Mitchell
Johnson, a 17-cap veteran, in
the bowling line-up will be
seamer Peter Siddle, who has
played three Tests, and spin-
ner Nathan Hauritz, who also
has justthree caps.

“It's going to be a challenge
for me and something I'm
looking forward to," said the
27-year-old Johnson.

"That's probably my job in
the team -- to try to help these
young blokes through this
nextlittle period.

“That's something I've got
to step up and do now. I still
think we're a very strong side
even though we've got a lot of
young guysin the team."

Meanwhile, the South
Africans are determined to
press for the clean sweep.

Batsman Ashwell Prince,
who has missed both matches
in the series with a thumb
injury and rates his chances of
being fit for Sydney at 60 per
cent, says the winning mental-
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SA's eyes on big prize

ity is important ahead of the
return series beginning In
Johannesburg on February 26.

"Momentum is important
and we certainly don't want to
giveitbackto them," he said.

Referring to the series
against England when they
lost the final Test at The Oval to
make their winning margin 2-
1, he said: "We don't want to
make the same mistakes
again, and this third Test is
obviously important for the
restofthe summer,

"We still have three Tests to
playagainstthem athome and
to win this Test will obviously
keep the momentum with us,”

Prince insists, however,
that the world number one
ranking is not on their minds
and said: "We leave the rank-
ings to the people responsible
for them and we will just con-
centrate on what goes on on
the field."

Australia have a fine record
against the South Africans at
the Sydney Cricket Ground,
winning seven and losing just
one of the 10 matches
between the teams played
theresince 1910,

Prince and Jacques Kallis
both scored centuries in the
most recent encounter in
January 2006, but Australia
skipper Ricky Ponting made
hundreds in both innings as
his side won by eight wickets,
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PETER ROEBUCK

A year that began with a craven
victory ended in heavy defeat.
All the signs of decay detected
during the acrimonious SCG
Test match a year ago were
confirmed as the season
unfolded.

At first, Australia's outdated
custom of putting a halo
around their captain pre-
vented widespread discussion
of his performance but as
months passed it became a
legitimate topic of debate.
Ricky Ponting was at his worst
in that match, a fiery figure

wickets.

pushed along by senior players,
complaining about oppo-
nents, upsetung visiing jour-
nalists, disdaining a dignified

| counterpart and grizzling

about former captains critical
ofhisdeclaration.

Anil Kumble said only one
team had been playing in the
spirit of the game and a nation
reeled. Past players, punters
and politicians joined the fray,
polls were taken, foreign minis-
ters consulted, and all because
of a stray word and years of
resentment. On both sides a
hundred wounds were opened.
[t was madness.

The rest was inevitable. Of
course the case was lost. As
soon as a legally trained person
reviewed the evidence, the
outcome was certain. Dunng
the match [ tried to convince
Cricket Australia officials a
conviction for a parking ticket
could not be secured on the
available evidence but
nobody's ears were working.
ABC, Channel 9 and the
umpires heard nothing so it
was one man's word against
another. Moreover Australia
had broken the Mumbai Pact
by starting the exchange that
led to the rage. Not much of a
package to present. Australia
persisted anyhow and a visiting
country, a nation patronised
for 400 years, responded
angnly.

India were not going to cop
it any more. How did Australia
not anticipate that? As was
obvious from the outset, the
bitterness turned an immature
and irritating opponent into a
folk hero. Opinions can vary
about the rights and wrongs
but it was a foolish undertak-
ing. None of the Australians
involved emerged unscathed.
The Australians were shaken by
the outcry. Surrounded by
backslappers and propagan-
dists, they had been unaware of

any hostile sentiment. Adam
Gilchrist retired soon after-
wards and then accused Sachin
Tendulkar of changing his
story. Others became disillu-
sioned, .a mood that proved
hard to shake.

Meanwhile other issues
arose as players rushed to sign
lucrative contracts to play in
the IPL. Some complained
about the auction but it is
possible to buy Picassos and
houses on the hammer; itis just
a way of determined market
value. Cricketers ought not to
be so dainty. Later England
fretted about Stanford's
excesses and so lost the mil-
lion-dollar math. The IPL took
a toll on older players and
advanced the careers of
numerous youngsters

Some of the older
Australians signed for the rebel
T20 league organised by a
television mogul. Afterward
they were prevented from
playing state cricket or even
coaching official teams. The
BCCI paid the piper and called
the tune. Cricket Australia's
capitulation was matched only
by New Zealand's. Nor did the
players' union protect its own.
The ICL players are not rene-
gades but professional cricket-
ersand the game has noright to
close its doors on them. Packer
went to court on the principle
of freedom of labour and the
[CL ought to follow in his foot-
steps.

Thanks to abysmal umpir-
ing India lost that match and
almost went home. Happily
tempers cooled. The Indians
had the last laugh, winning in
Perth, taking the one-dayseries
and hammering the
Australians on subcontinent
soll. Along the way they played
some scintillating cricket. Itisa
new country whose players
nowadays emerge from the
same tough back streets that
produced Ponting and com-
pany. Alone among the
cricketing nations Australia
never had a colonial mindset,
or played the game by English
rules. Quite the opposite. It
took a long time but eventually
India embraced the same
emancipation. They did not
add to their charms but it did
make them harderto beat.

Australia have not beaten a
strong side since. India pre-
vailed in Perth and held their
own in Adelaide. Perhaps the
Australians were subdued but
Virender Sehwag was back and
Matthew Hayden was missing.
Hayden's lean spells have
coincided with Australia’s bad
trots. Cause or effect? It is quite

A year of decay

something to field an opening
batsman capable of intimidat-
ing new-ball bowlers. After
Sydney, though, the senior
players fell back. Andrew
Symonds became distracted,
Brett Lee lost form, Hayden
endured injuries and the team
did not recover its rhythm. In
hindsight Sydney can be
understood only as the last
desperate struggle of a falling
champion.

Ponting and company
easily beat the second division
sides like West Indies and New
Zealand but the bowling was
too weak to trouble powerful
batung orders. Gradually the
side began fray at the edges.
The veterans were torn

between lashing out and sitting

tight. Some players did prog-
ress, notably Simon Katich,
Brad Haddin, Peter Siddle and
Mitchell Johnson, but momen-
tum was lost and the team
lacked belief and penetration.
Frustrated by injuries, the
selectors became flustered and
started neglecting the basics
that Australia usually applies
better than any rival. Cameron
White played as a bowler,
specialists were ignored,
wounded players retained.
Elsewhere dubious appoint-
ments were made and con-
tracts were blithely extended.
Desperationtookhold.
Australia have forgotten how to
win. As much was evident in
the absurd tactics pursued in
Nagpur and in the equally ill-
advised response to criticism
from retired players. As much
could be told from the failure to
press in Perth and Melbourne.
And yet all is not lost. Ponting's
team has been good enough to
get into powerful positions.
And it still has many fine crick-
eters in its ranks, not least
Michael Clarke and Michael
Hussey. Complacentin January
the team has become tentative.
It's about time the selectors
and captain started playing
Australian cricket again, forc-
ing the pace, erring on the side
of aggression, choosing heavy-
weights regardless of age. Bad
luck and injuries stalk pessi-
mistic sides. Ponting needs to
put his annus horribilis behind
him and start 2009 with a glint
in his eye. He needs to start
playing backyard cricket with
backyard cricketers, but with-
out the foolishness. It's not
needed. Graeme Smith has
proved that.

(Peter Roebuck wrote this on
the Sydney Morning Herald
website).

Dhoni's

FROM PAGE 17

question from waiting report-
ers. He raised his thumb indi-
cating thateverything was okay
before driving back to his
residence at Mecon Colony,
just a kilometre away. Union
Minister Subodh Kant Sahay
joined midway through the
meeung.

Earlier in the day, speaking
about the first letter, Pradhan
said police suspected it to be a
job of "local criminals”. The
"letter originated locally from a
colony which is very much
inside Ranchi and not very far
from where Dhonilives".

He said, "The perceived
threat from the underworld
gangs is for the moment ruled

security upped

out.
Police also said that the
letter had warned about harm
to the family if it approached
them.

Meanwhile, the Centre
asked Jharkhand government
to tighten the Indian cricket
captain's security in the wake
of the two letters.

Meanwhile, after a day's
hectic activity following the
twin-letter threat, Dhoni on
Thursday wished a Happy New
Year to all his fans before
boarding a flight, apparently to
reach outstation assignments.

Sporting a pair of jeans, a T-
shirt and a pullover, the
wicketkeeper said "Happy New
Yeartoyouall",whenone ofthe

fans wished him at the airport
here.

His brother-in-law, Goutam
Gupta, drove down the car to
the airport with the security
personnel escortingit. Keeping
the security concerns in mind,
the police did not disclose
Dhoni's destination,

"Dhoni's tour programme
was previously planned, butwe
don't know where he is going,"
said a senior police in the
backdrop of one Taslim's
extortion letters sent to
Dhoni's family.

For the first time the admin-
istration deployed security
personnel at Dhoni's residence
as per the requirement under
'Z' category security.

Elbow will
keep Smith
out ODIs

CRICINFO, undated

Graeme Smith, the South
Africa captain, will miss this
month's one-day series against
Australia because of an ongo-
ing elbow Injury, coach Mickey
Arthur said. Smith's participa-
tion in the final Test in Sydney
which starts on Saturday is also
not confirmed, though Arthur
rated him a "90 per cent"
chancetoplay.

The spinner Johan Botha,
who led the side during ODIs
against Kenya and Bangladesh
in November, will captain the
one-day team and opener Neil
McKenzie will stay on after the
Tests asastandbybatsman.

‘It's unfortunate to lose
your captain but we need to
give him the best opportunity
of being ready for the Test
series in South Africa (against
Australia starting on February
26 in Johannesburg),” Arthur
said.

He said Smith had batted
through enormous pain in the
two Tests last month, getting by
on cortisone injections.

Smith's batting and cap-
taincy have been a huge factor
in South Africa winning their
first-ever Test series in
Australia. He scored 48, 108, 62
and 75 to lead his side to an
unbeatable 2-0 lead in the
three-Test contest.

Lee out of
SA tour

CRICINFO, undated

Brett Lee will miss the tour to
South Africa while Australia
hope to have Andrew
Symonds back during the one-
day international campaign
over the next six weeks.
Symonds had knee surgery on
Wednesday while Lee is
expected to have an operation
on his left foot and ankle on
Saturday.

Lee will miss up to 10
weeks, ruling him out of the
South Africa trip which starts
in February, and could come
back during the Indian
Premier League in April. Now,
32, Lee has set his sights on

regaining His spot for the |

\shus

lle doesn’'t have any
intention of going to South
Africa,” Lee's manager Neil
Maxwell told AAP. "He'll be
getting everything right, just
clearing up that floating bone
in the ankle and letting the hot
spotin his foot heal."

Lee and Symonds limped
out of the second Test defeat to
South Africa on Tuesday,
which led to Australia's first
series loss in 16 years.
Symonds felt pain in his knee
during the opening match in
Perth and is recovering from
arthroscopicsurgery.

"Although there were
some minor signs of wearing,
the main problem was loose
fragments of cartilage that
were jamming in the joint,
which were removed,” the
team doctor Trefor James
said.

Tigers, SL
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something good in this
match,” Ashraful said.

When asked about new
plans on how to deal with just-
arrived spinner Ajantha
Mendis, Ashraful said they
have no plan focusing directly
on him (Mendis).

“We want to play good
cricket,” he said.

Earlier, in the morning the
visitors practiced in the net for
around two hours and
checked the wicket and the
ground as well.

However, all players of the
both teams didn't attend the
practice session yesterday.

Mahela Jayawardene,
Muttiah Muralidaran,
Chaminda Vaas and
Tilekaratne Dilshan stayed
back in the hotel yesterday
while for the hosts Tamim
Igbal, Zunaed Siddiqui, Rajin
Saleh and Imrul Kayes prac-
ticed inthe net for long time.

Johnson
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header after meeting a centre
by Felix. It was the eighth goal
for Idris, who joined Sheikh
Russel's Alfaz Ahmed as joint
top-scorer.

The celebration of giant-
killers Rahmatganj, who have
beaten Abahani and
Mohammedan so far, did not
last long as Johnson restored
the Farashganjlead in the 88th
minute, putting a cracking
shot into the back of the net
inside from the area after a
solo run from mid-pitch.

The Nigerian was on target
again on the stroke of final
whistle, tapping the ball in
after Ali fumbled on a harm-
less-lookinglob by Dominic.

Sarwan's plea

Kt§NCricket
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West Indies batsman
Ramnaresh Sarwan has said
the youngsters in the squad
need to improve their perfor-
mances if they are to be a
permanent feature.

"We're the most experi-
enced and it's important we
try to give the young players as
much support as we can but
it's important for them to
learn as well,” the former
captain sald. "It's a great
chance for them to cement a
place in the team and that
should be the biggest goal for
them, striving to be better
players. We've already spoken
to them, but it's a matter of
them seizing the opportu-
nity.”

Sarwan mentioned no
names but at least nine of the
15-man squad, currently
touring New Zealand, are
playing for their immediate,
some for their long-term,
futures.

Sewnarine Chattergoon
has yet to put together a signif-
icant innings since introduced
as the latest in the long line of
opening batsman last season
in the home series against Sri
Lankaand Australia this year.

Xavier Marshall is more
likely to be retained for the
forthcoming series against
England in the Caribbean,
either as Gayle's opening
partner or separating Sarwan
and Shivnarine Chanderpaul
in the middle order. But runs
in the ongoing ODI series
against New Zealand will
boost his confidence.,

Shawn Findlay who, given
his modest record for Jamaica,
was a surprise choice when
included in the ODI series
against Australia, is an electric

Che Bty Star

outfielder but seems out of his
depth at this level in his pri-
mary role as left-hand bats-
man.

Carlton Baugh has almost
had the last of his many
chances as wicketkeeper-
batsman. It is a position that
Denesh Ramdin appeared to
have claimed as his own until
his batting declined so mark-
edly that it allowed Baugh to
return. Runs over the coming

five matches are important for
his status.

Kieron Pollard's star has
pitched since his sensational
entry into first-class cricket
two seasons ago when his six-
hitting put spectators in dan-
ger and embarrassed bowlers.
His boundary-filled hundreds
against Barbados and the
Leeward Islands earned him a
place in the World Cup squad
but he has found runs, far less
sixes, hard to come by since
then. Still, he is only 20, mas-
sively built and powerful and
clearly talented. As much as
anyone, he can heed Sarwan's
words about learning, striving
to be better players and seiz-
ing the opportunity.

Darren Sammy, perhaps
not as dynamic but an honest
and intelligent all-rounder
already with a taste of Test and
ODI success, is an alternative
notfaraway from arecall.

After six years, 32 Tests and
50 ODIs, Daren Powell is surely
on his way out. He is an enthu-
slastic competitor but it is an
extravagance to pay 46 runs a
wicketinTests as he does. Only
a cupboard bare of fast bowl-
ers and the strange selectorial
reservations about spinners
have kept him going.

New fast bowlers should be
lining up to fill his spot and
potential spinners continuing
to wait patiently to be given
theirdue.

Lionel Baker, the young

Montserratian, is the first new
fast bowler since Jerome
Taylor, Fidel Edwards and Ravi
Rampaul five years ago. The
first two now lead the attack

Rampaul has been sq unluck)'v
with injuries his prospects are
doubtful

The door is open for the
new crop, as it always is with
West Indies selectors. Baker
has been ushered through i
but it will take time 16 estab-
lish whether his stay will be
permanent. Sulieman Benn
and Nikita Miller, two left-
armers of different heights
and methods, are the Jatest
spinners on the roller coaster.

The selectors have surely
got them wrong way round,
using the beanpole Benn for
the Tests and the diminutive
Miller in the ODIS.

The former is flat through
the air, steady in control and
gains bounce, attributes more
effective in the shorter
(Twenty20 even) than the
longer form. He has suffered
the habitual fate of those of his
ilk, given one Test here, one
Test there along with three
Twenty20s. No wonder he is
still notsure of hisrole.

Miller, who depends more
on flight and turn, has so far
been confined 10 the ODIs
where he can hardly express
himself properly.

The decision to choose
Benn for the Tests and the
Twenty20s in New Zealand,
but replace him for the one-
dayers would be confusing
were it not aWest Indies selec-
tion.

While the five ODIs are in
progress, the first-class
season would have started
back home. Results from
both will shape the compo-
sition of the team for the
series against England in
February and March and
even beyond.
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SYDNEY MORNING HERALD

Justin Langer's intuition tells
him Matthew Hayden will play
beyond the Sydney Test, but
the other half of Australia's
greatest opening combination
iIs also aware how quickly
retirement plans can hatch.

It was only two years ago
that Langer fronted a press
conference at the SCG and
declared that, on that very
moming, he had decided to
walk away from international
cricket.

Before his dawn awakening,
Langer was open to continuing
his career beyond the 2006-07
Ashes, only to be struck by the
retirement bolt on the eve of
the SydneyTest.

"I remember Gilly saying to
me last year, 'l thought you
were a bullshit artist when you
said you'll wake uponedayand
know it's time to retire, but it
just happened to me'," Langer
recalled.

"And I'm sure it'll be the
same with Haydos. There's no
point trying to forecast these
things. If you, as a batsman, are
trying to forecast it, you're not
going out there with the clarity
of mind you need tosucceed.

"We speak pretty much
every day, and [ swear that he
has not mentioned anything to
me aboutit, orwhathe's goton
his mind in terms of playing on.
He plays things pretty close to
his chest about these kinds of
issues, but I would be surprised
if he is spending his days plan-
ning how he will leave the
game. It could be next week,
next year or two years. But
when the moment comes, he
willknow."

Not since The Oval in 2005
has Hayden faced such a piv-

Australia surrendered the
Ashes, Hayden saved his career
with a scratchy, attritional
century that triggered two of
the best years ofhis career.

Hayden's struggles this
season have been well docu-
mented, and another set of
failures in Sydney could well
force the selectors' hands,
particularly with Phil Jaques
nearing a comeback A large
score, on the other hand, might
convince both the opener and
chairman of selectors Andrew
Hilditch that Australian cricket
would be best served by him
playing through the tour of
South Africa and the Ashes.
Either way, the importance of
the Sydney Test cannot easily
be overstated.

Langer, more than most,
sympathises with Hayden's
plight. The diminutive opener
found himself in the crosshairs
of spectators and the media on
more than one occasion, and
weathered numerous calls for
his head. But as dire as
Hayden's summer has been,
Langer believes a turnaround
isimminent.

And while many are predict-
ing Sydney will prove Hayden's
swansong, Langer feels his old
partner might not yet be ready
to turn in his badge and service
revolver.

"I just keep sensing that he
will peel off a magnificent
century sometime soon,” he
said. "I've watched him as
closely as anyone else, and I
could see in his body language
in Perth that he wanted it a bit
too much and was probably
trying too hard to forceit. Butin
Melbourne he looked much
more relaxed, and he looked
the goods while he was out
there.

"It is the real test of a crick-
eter how they pull through after
alean trot. | remember watch-

'I'm backing Hayden'

MCG against England, and
Matty obviously did it at The
Oval [in 2005].1've gotno doubt
Matty will shine again.

“There's obviously
lot of talk about him, and
everything gets magnified
when you get out a few times.
He's had a couple of shocking
decisions along the way and
he's been run out a few times,

which don't really help you get

into a good frame of mind.

"When you go through a

string of low scores, it's frus-
trating whether you're 18 or 38

years old. And I know it will be
particularly frustrating for
Matty, because he setsashigha
standard as anyone ['ve ever
met in the game. But I don't
reckon he's far off. I looked at
him [in Melbourne] and he
looked more relaxed than I've

seen him lately.

"My gut feeling is that he's
hundred
might be just around the cor-

not far off and a big

ner forhim.”

Ganguly

FROM PAGE 17

year, India has played a lot of
cricket at home,” Ganguly told

NDTV.

Ganguly, who retired from
international cricket after the
series against Australia in
November, said it would be

difficult for. India to replace

great players like Sachin
Tendulkar and Rahul Dravid
when theydecide toretire.

"It will take a lot of time to
replace the Tendulkars,
Dravids, Kumbles and
Laxmans. It has taken a period
of time for what they have
achieved,” said Ganguly who
ended his career with a Test
aggregate of 7212 in 113
matches for an average of

otal Test. In the very match Ing Steve Waugh do thatatthe 4217
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