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There is no right, there is no wrong, there is only popular opinion
~ Anonymous
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Deriving a quotation froma thirteen-year-old Hollvivood movie to make sense of the prevalent situation in Bangladesh cricket may look surprising bul nu{hm;; e*!.wrh_'w'rr.’rm the current previ ;hm sifuation as aptlyas the
ajirnvm;-n.f:'um'dphmw Bangladesh isa nation divided down the middle, in more ways than one. While the electoral debates have been settled through a historic volte jusi a oupleofdays ago, the jury is still very mu hout
on the actions of the w'frkwv;w who so shocked the nation by handing in their resignalioln and defaulting to the Indian ( ricket League (ICL). The September walkoul fj"*fj‘\ place amidst trmuliuous circumsiances and the

;me'vsnrvsfﬂihvmqpfrkudHp, some threemonthson. The ICL has been played, the Tigers have movedon, butone thing thatwill remain is the key question: Were they righi
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(Jun.ri'fuiqu;lrn.linI~I1n11 elusive glory. \lso, as Bashar said, "1CL nevel asked Mohammad Isam few things inlife, 1tis necessary i thin! perfect opportunity to see Ol an
|I1HI|IL‘I‘l."n.nlllw‘u.u'nli]lllhl'I!r.‘l. JdUSC WE us not o |||.'.' fOr our Country But the ol the present oo HHthon o o | B eventiul and glorious careel
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followed the defect of the so called Going to represent youl nation or the process aenallv called a smart man. Although 15 the luck I.nlhw “!.” had shot could moved the 1CI had very httle de:
H;Jt‘l‘w into the wilderness ol the Indhan much less l'llh! |.I|.l\IH*,: i a difterent I his was notl tand ol some the situation i chitferent in this context |IlIl.IlI1|!|’!l Lible mmark onone scanet yhout L I!l 1 LI Lt in orid
Cricket League, is adifficult task country 1s an opporeuni People in the revolutionary men It Wds the lace it 1s still the same sedild h ol @ e 10-vear ban thar has been  Crn ket but then mov 1S purely based
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inteentv? Why have so many made their choosing to play in the ICL, we blame \nd for those who absolve them ol all rhe forurteen Bangladeshi players  moment but what will becoms ejr it go? He sull b -m-u;n ~ +ir.: am ol playing
own lule stands by boycoting the llu-lntnrlhrn-.immllu'\ gdve blame, why ll:llii.}.;'l" | hese men who have been contracted by the once the all-important BHUS | Nudg 101 | '-._.1ll11 N DLl 1 }.,. |... L .--r.
Dhaka Warriors? And then again why Reasons which betray a poot regard deserted their country at the start ol a Indian Cricket League have jusl takena  thelCCin lavoul .._:.;!.. 1C] considerably long run 1if he has a |
have so many else done the exact for the public'sinteligence tour. choosing the ICL over representing decision that will broaden thels 'hev have said that Bangladeshi  patch
npluhilt't’ ilu'unldh;n'rvallnllnplrrnnughhn New Zealand, lorgetuing that the ICI livelihood clubs and players wiil have a piece ol Flementary as it may 5o ind, 1t 1s the
[ he latter is bemusing (0O sa) theleast. one ol them to come forward to [Hlilll demanded them only because they were International cri kel 1S a4 game ol a the rich 1P pic What if the money 15 richtoleverysportsman o ari il

wWhy would we (the public) notholda  out the monetary terms that effected national stars in the first place How 15 lucky few. You do well, you play. lo getto gobbled up by the club athici 1E \t the end of the day when these
erudge against the players who their decision-making. But no-one was that forgivable that level, a player must go through themselves? Ha: the crickel board players tend to settle 1n lile very e '.-i--.I
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likes of Shahriar Nafees and Aftab the selectors penchant to dropping money doesn'tmake everything right essence, give himselfup to the game. Ol and Golam Mabud, this is the best  Supportng their family becomes
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Article of theYear  [PRECLIGReEy oporismall of the Year

From the witty to the sarcastic, the drv to the juicy writers from inside and outside the C_‘”mmit all your crimes when Sachin is l}atlmg. The‘_:l' We have skewed between good and downright shoddy this year with cri ket proving as
haorders of our land strived to bring us the best possible coverage of Sporis dcross the calendai will go unnoticed because even the Lord is watching. alwavs the beacon of light in an otherivise pPri i dark international sporting calendar

A placard at the SCG when Sachin Tendulkar was on

vear Be it cricket, football, the Olympics or any of the numerous other razzmatazz that went . !
| his way to a magnificent century

on throughout the year, your favourite writers were there while it happened doing either
hard reports, opinion stories oy perspective pieces
Weat The DailyStar Sport, decided that this was the bestof the lol
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AMERICAN PROPAGANDA!
IIMESONLINE

It was the perfect end to a perfect Olympic
Games for China as the Olympic flame was
handed over to London in one of the world's
greatest stadiums last night. As memories
of a sensational Games faded, China
celebrated achieving its ultimate aim of
heading the Olympic medals table for the
first time. Unless you are in America, where

footballing reasons, and for a substantial amount of
money.” Ramon Calderon, president of Real Madrid
after the Brazilian striker's transfer to Manchester City.

"With so many people saying it couldn't be done, all it
takes is an imagination"” -- U.S. swimmer Michael
Phelps after winning an unprecedented eight gold

medals at a single Games.

“I'm Lightning Bolt. I'm not Flash Gordon or anybody.
My name is Lightning Bolt" -- Usain Bolt, after setting a
world record in the 200 metres final, one of three
records he set in Beijing.
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coach Janne TS| recentih
Drandedt world lass 1
with the bat and sharp as nails with the ball
\| Hasan has

Bangladesh. For his sterling perjormances all year

“ Shakib heen the ray o] .’.'_L;.ir.'f for
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i will discaver that Team USA remain the "It's very p!uahunl to beat Maria...Why? Well, I don't | he smiling boy from Magura, W no
force inworldsport. like her outfit" -- Alla Kudryavtseva explains what learned his trait in the sports
rhe race for the Olympic ftitle is spurred her to a shock victory over Maria Sharapova in institute BKSPE, played all-rounder to
measured in medals, it just depends on wimbledon's second round. e core in 2008
which medals you consult. The 10C issues Olympic waves. | I the first quarter of the year,
its league table based on the number of Whatever way they count, the fact o (-.;njl-:ln't ha_vy gotany fatter, | was I-mming{;}ul of Shakib made sure he fixed his place
golds won, which gives China the honours, remains that Beijing was the first time in 16 c!mhva b Br;mh_un Hlflkl‘l‘.HUl]iﬂ(I{} h?’”““‘"’" h‘”’_h“”lc in the Bangladesh team as a
but then admits that there is no official years that the US have not headed the gold- with the bulge after spending most of the year injured. Moo ”1; il aing
::121 : :E—]I:::I;:: ‘::E:i:h:h,:;:;—,::z d:jﬁﬂ:{: ::::::I,;::l:l],{ilill‘ﬁ;.ll_n‘::;:lI::i*h::;[_t:vi:;:.rl:.trl; il Em*v_itnp’rmfvtl 1!11{111 HWELRLE ;ldx'unmgm :I:tf a “.m.ﬂ.m in \.lultlmtal HHIII"I‘IIHI‘II.I.H‘
. . g ' _ : Mediterranean diet over ketchup and chips. the left-hander had grit and the eye
counting the total number ol medals, officials were talking up the team's Fabio Capello after imposing a strict regimen on the 4 for the big score. The hundred came
including silver and bronze, won at the performance while quietly launching an England team. : s s Flaa Imla L of a 75 against the same
Games. On that measure, the US keep the  internalinquiry into whatwentwrong,. opponents during For i oniah
whip hand over the home nation. The answer was Usain Bolt, of course, the "I never had breakfast. I woke up around 11, | watched /

The undeniable fact, though, is that this
has been China's Games in every sense. A
century ago at the 1908 Games in London,
China did not even field a team. Now they
have overtaken Russiaand loom in the US's
sights. In Beijing, China contested almost
every event and, even where they could not
win medals, showed signs that they will be a
formidable [orcein London.

Even in their weakest sports, there were
breakthroughs. In sailing, for example, Yin
Jian won China's first medal when she took
windsurfing gold. She is just the start: in
Qingdao, the venue for the Olympic sailing
regatta, there are already B0 yacht clubs
with 42 schools offering specific courses in
sailing for more than 2,000 children. China
plans to take over from Britain in ruling the

phenomenon who ended America’s grip on
the 100 metres. Jamaica blasted the US off
the podium at Beijing's Bird's Nest stadium
and claimed dominance of the high-speed
events for men and women. Six golds and a
total of 11 medals was an impressive
performance from a country with a
population of three million, a fifth of the
numberof residents ol Beljing.

Like Australia, who sank from fourth in
Athens to sixth in Beijing on the [OC medals
table, the US will have to accept that the rest
of the world is catching up fastand that they
will not be able to flex their sporting
muscles for much longer.

The US may feign ignorance, but there is
a new Olympic order led by China,
whichever league table you read.

television and then I had some (chicken) nuggets for
lunch. I went back to my room, I slept for two hours, |
went back for some more nuggets and came to the
track."
Usain Bolt explains what helped him break the world
record.
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"It's about the driver with the biggest balls who can get
closest to the barriers.”
Lewis Hamilton talks cajones before having to rely on
Iimo Glock for his World Championship title,

"Who doesn't want a million? You got to be crazy!”
Money does matter, according to Chris Gayle

"Just one last thing, lads.”
Sourav Ganguly keeps the news of his retirement under
wraps until the very end of a routine press conlerence

nothing worked tol Bangladesh.
\fter a forgettable Australia tour,
came the watershed series againsit
New Zealand at home. Here, Shakib
grew from strength 1o strength

o Pitched as the team's main wplnlu'l"
by coach lamie Siddons, Shakib

Qeaeenpnone
arameenphone

destroved the Kiwis with 7 for 36, a
Bangladesh record, and scored runs

regularly. He took his form to South
Africa and against Sri Lanka at home
(o claim more wickets to take his

e
S
.

haul to four five-fors peppered with

e

a vita 96. In between, he found some

time to knock off a first-class
enluny 101 Khulna in the NCI '
¢ "ﬂlcl'i‘ was none better than
Shakib Al Hasan, |
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