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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT DESK 1 |
It's that time again, when we reflect on the year gone by, consider positive changes we need to make, and resolve to fol-
low through. We all have expectations, big and small, from 2009 and some of us have made resolutions on this occasion.
' Some of the brightest artistes of the Bangladeshi cultural arena have shared their New Year resolutions, expectations
\ 1 - i .
| from 2009, as well as how 2008 was for them, with The Daily Star. Here's what they had to say:
g
Versatile actor, director and playwright Abul Hayat, who Glamorous TV star Bijori Barkatullah, who is also a The multitalented lead vocalist of 'Bangla,’ one  Itseemsthatveteran playbacksinger Andrew Kishore consid-
has been a major TV star for almost two decades now, says, virtuoso dancer, is determined to keep her resolutions, of the most popular bands of the country, and  ershislife to be perfect, and that's why he does not believe in
“I am working all the time, which means 365 days a year, and says, “On a personal level, I'd like to stay fit and the proprietor of the trendy handicraft shop making New Year resolutions, According to the singer, “I have
and have no time to make even a special resolution for the achieve inner peace through meditation. Professionally,  'Jatra,’ Anusheh Anadil says, "My resolution is  my ownideologics and phl]f}afwgrlljus. and I act according to
New Year. But like the past years [ would like to keep myself I'd like to work somewhat less in the sense that I wantto  to continue working for a better Bangladesh; a  that.Idon'tmake NewYear resolutions for any specific target
j occupied. which I think is what keeps me healthy at this be pickier and involve myself with more quality pro- Bangladesh free of corruption, poverty and ter-  Or expectation. | deem myself to be an ordinary person and
age.” jects.” rorism.” whatever[do, Igiveitmybestshot.”
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With the song “Nithua patharey nemechhi bondhurey, Youth icon, musician Habib Wahid says, “In 2009 I'd like to  Ferdous Wahid, seasoned singer and a style icon of his time, is
dhoro bondhu amar keho nai..." frm;n the SUUﬂf_jUﬂC}fo work more in movie soundtracks. There is a growing looking forward to that upcoming album as well. “The response
mF }'?;;?‘bailea“g fgat;.]lre glﬂm Manp"giﬂ prolific  4emand for quality movies in our country. The few good we've received from music lovers after 'Obosheshey’ was
i;tiﬁiies i:rZGUBm:?{:n?d; a;su ETDCZ;IE?? m;:tﬁn‘g;f]n% productions, which were released last year, have all been released has been truly inspiring,” he says. The veteran singer |
;nherenﬂy nustal-gic and thegpast always seem hap[;ier to Ssuccessful in drawing the audience to the theatres. I also hasalsoundertaken atalent hunt for aspiring singers. “There are |
me. However, I'm optimistic about this year, A major have plans to bring out a second duet album featuring me many talented singers in our country, but there isn't enough ‘
t Ruminating over the year gone by, pop star Mehreen says, reason for my optimism is that after two long years and my father, Ferdous Wahid, following the success of our exposure. The aim is to find gifted singers and promote them. I'll

“Last year was good to me. I can honestly say that I could ' democracy hasbeenre-established.” firstjoint-venture 'Obosheshey."” personally take initiatives to bring out their albums,” he adds.

focus on my music alongside fulfilling my roles as a wife and
mother. You could say the whole year was ‘'musical’ for me.
The release of my new album "Tumi Achho Boley' was a
major milestone in my career. For many years, | had sought
to venture into jazz. I'm fortunate that this album gave me
the opportunity to do so; that too in Bangla. This has been a
major challenge for me, but the reaction from the listeners
has been inspiring. Both Fuad and Habib came up with
some remarkable compositions for the album. I'll be busy
promoting the album throughout the early part 0 2009.”
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“Last year was very generous to me. Several serials and sin-

gle-episode plays including '420,' 'Ghar Kutum,' 'Kobi  gocjall aware singer-lyricist-composer Kazi Krishnokoli
Bolechhen’and 'Carom 2' were popularamong theTVaudi-  slam e spmbtia jaded ibdosinkedtaia the
ence,’ says Mosharraf Karim, another familiar face on TV.  expects from the new government: “I don't expect miracles.

Usually my plans don’t work out, so no specific New Year  Our current political structure won't allow revolutionary
resolution for me. T'want to immerse myselfin work, justasI  changes. I just hope this year people will become more aware
dJu;:! last year. However, I'm a tad exhausted at present, and  of their rights,” she says. “What I am looking forward to in
trying to make time for a vacation. I'm working in Mostafa 2009 is 'Amader Pathshala.' It's school in Mirpur for under-
Sarwar Farooki's upcoming film 'Third Person Singular privileged children. There's no NGO involved; some of my
Number'and I hope the audiencesit,” he adds. friends set it up on their own initiative. I'll collect funds for
the school.” In regards to her music, Krishnokoli says, “I'm
contemplating putting together an album with Chandana
Majumdar. The album will feature some original, new songs
aswell asre-imagined covers of some oldies.”

Internationally acclaimed dancer Shibli Mohammad
says, ' For the last two years, the overall situation was
rather uneventful in the country; at least no big politi-
cal feud, hartals, etc. We, cultural activists, want a
favourable atmosphere where we can concentrate on
our art, In that sense, 2008 was satisfactory. In our field,
that is dance, we had several significant incidents
throughout the year. On a personal level, 2008 was
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Popular among TV audiences of all
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“This year I'd really like to shed some pounds,” says whiz

“Bvery year presents us with some nts and : ood to me. Besides participating at several national
'not 5o ha; events. 2008 was no . busy ;mf‘;ﬂan'c?mp“s” Fuad Al Muktadir. Going over last year, End international dat?ce fBStFi'valsgand judging a major
ougakhe = ds 4 gl b , uad says, “2008 has been a very productive and eventful . .
drmz il . with several W_ | year for me. Five of my albums -- 'Fuad featuring Topu,’ dance competition, Iwill count theworkshop at the ITI
eirrpbesics Mo e or ke S IFund featuring Kona,' ~'Kromannoy,' 'G Hit Album' and Heartthrob actor Apurbo says, “l was really up to my neck in festival on Dance as one of the most significant event
Py a oy gty gyl oz I Gl Fuad featuring Sumon and Anila’ -- were released last year. ~ Work last year; it was overwhelming at times. I worked in a for me last year. The workshop was conducted by
receive positive res; Sl i TS, S TP All of these were hits.” “This year I'd like to study music fur-  film by acclaimed director Morshedul Islam, which I con- Shamim Ara Nipa and me. This year I'm hoping for a
‘more films. My Ne : e g e ther. I'll be leaving for USin March. Also, in2009 I have plans ~ sidera milestone in my acting career. I'm eagerly waiting for more encouraging atmosphere ensured by the newly
e ,i_:h_@f:_- i Al P WSO AL S A D AR t?dstart tmiurPng in video and multimedia production along-  the public response. In 2009, I also hope to bring out my solo elected government so that we can continue with our
IS T side music,” he adds. musicalbum.” artistic endeavours.”




