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Accept polls results to

strengthen democracy

Foreign observers urge BNE other parties
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Foreign election observers at
separate press conferences in
the city yesterday called on the
political parties, including BNE
to accept the December 29
election results and attend the
parliament for a strengthening
democracy in the country.

said the elections were
held in a free, fair and transparent
manner in the favourable envi-
ronment and marked an unpor
tant step towards re-establishing
democratic governance.

The winners would have to
be magnanimous and would
play a role in accommodating
the opposition parties to help
them play a constructive role in
the parliament, the observers
added.

EUEOM

Releasing its preliminary
findings, EUEOM's Chief
Observer Graf Lambsdorft said
with the exception of some
minor technical difficulties,
professionalism, transparency
and credibility were the hall-
marks of the elections.

About BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia's claim that the
election results do not reflect
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EUEOM Chief Observer Graf
Lambsdorff speaks at a press
conference.

people's will, Lambsdorff said
the results were accurate and
they found no instance of fraud
in the election process and
resultcounting. |

About the allegations of
irregularities in the polling
centres, he said, “There can be
some irregularities in some
centres and that should be
investigated, but the number
out of the around 35,000 poll-
ing centres where irregularities
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Commonwealth Observer
Group chief Cassam Uteem
addresses a press conference.

being of the country as well as
its people.

Cassam said, “It is time for
leaders on all sides to grasp this
opportunity and display
statesmanship with political
forces, whether they are a
future government or opposi-
tion, working in a spirit of
mutual respect and coopera-
tion to address the challenges
facing the country.”

NDI

Presenting a preliminary state-
ment on the polls, interna-
tional election observer dele-
gation of NDI said the 9th
parliamentary elections were
well administered and held in a
peaceful environment.

“With a few exceptions, the
elections were well adminis-
tered and took place ina peace-
ful environment, resulting in a
credible electoral process that
met international standards,”
said delegation member
Audrey McLaughlin, also a
former leader of the New
Democratic Party of Canada.

Asked about the BNP allega-
tion, delegation co-chair and
former US envoy in Dhaka
Howard B Schaffer said, "We
haven't observed any specific
allegation brought by BNP
Apart from our election observ-
ers, we talked to other observers
who unanimously said the
elections were free and fair.

Giving some recommenda-
tions, the NDI delegation said
BNPshould accept the election

results for the sake of strength-
ening democracy in the coun-
try.

“The opposition should
accept the results, attend the
parliament and be loyal to the
constitution,” said Howard,
adding that it would be a tragic
mistake if the elected parties
simply carry on with the win-
ner-take-all approach, use of
black money and muscle
power and hartal culture would
come backagain.

Praising the EC's reforms
that benefited the electoral
process, Audrey said, "More
than 80 million Bangladeshis
were registered to vote in a
process that produced the
most accurate voter list in the
country's history.”

The NDI delegation said a
successful transition requires
all the parties to abandon the
dysfunctional practices of the
past.

“Both the winner and
opposition will have to act
respectfully and responsibly
for the sake of strengthening
the country's democracy,”
said Audrey McLaughlin and
observed that the December
29 election provided the
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ANFREL Head of Mission
Damaso Magbual speaks at a
press conference.

Bangladeshi people with a
meaningful opportunity to
select their leaders.
ANFREL FOUNDATION
ANFREL, an election observer
in Asia in another press brief-
ing said the December 29
elections were conducted with
integrity and credibility
excepting some isolated
breaches of electoral laws.
Praising the measures
taken by the EC, caretaker
government, civil society
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Hasina should
not swear in as
PM until cases
disposed of

Says TIB chairman
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) Chalrman
Prof Muzaffer Ahmad yester-
day said Sheikh Hasina, nowon
parole, should not swear in as
the Prime Minister until the
pending cases filed against her
are disposed of.

Prof Muzaffer also said
Hasina should not distribute
ministerial portfolios to those
who were convicted or awarded
jail terms or now freed on bail.

Speaking as the chief guest
at a discussion on 'Curbing
Corruption and Good
Governance' organised by Dr
Ambedkar Foundation at the
Dhaka Reporters Unity Prof
Ahmad made the call.

Good governance 1s not
possible without the establish-
ment of the rule of law, he
asserted. He also stressed the
need for strengthening Ant
Corruption Commission
including local government to
ensure transparency and overall
developmentof the country.

The National Board of
Revenue (NBR) should take
necessary steps for quick dis-
posal of the cases filed against
taxdefaulters, he added.

Expressing dissatisfaction
over the freedom of the
Judiciary he said, the judiciary
was separated from the execu-
tive body but I do have doubt
about its independent entity. I
think it is a separation in words
notindeeds,” hesaid.

He underscored the need
for reformation of the judiciary
and administration to estab-
lish good governance.

“People of Bangladesh
rejected war criminals in this
parliamentary poll. They want
to maintain good and warm
relation among themselves
irrespective of religion, cast
and creed, which is why they
gave their verdict against
militancy in the national polls,”
headded.

SujanSecretary Badiul Alam
Mozumder said good gover-
nance means upholding the
rule of law, equality between
men and women, transpar-
ency, accountability and effec-
tive participation of people in
1L

“There was lack of good
governance in our society in the
past. I think mass people gave
their mandate in this election to
help establish good gover-
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Awami League President Sheikh Hasina calls on President lajuddin Ahmed, left, at Bangabhaban and Chief Adviser Fakhruddi
right, at his office in the city yesterday.
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Speakers at a memorial meet-
ing on Barrister Salma Sobhan,
Justice KM Sobhan and
Advocate Aminul Haque in the
city yesterday said these emi-
nent personalities had shown
us the right way like stars with
theirideals and activities.

The memorial meeting was
organised by Ain O Salish
Kendra (ASK) at the Liberation
War Museum in the city.

The speakers paid homage
to these scholars and remem-
bered their involvement with
the ASK to establish the rights
of people especially the poor
and the deprived.

While delivering her wel-
come speech, ASK Executive
Director Advocate Sultana
Kamal said they made signifi-
cant contribution to the liber-
ationwarin 1971.

They used the law as a
weapon to establish people's
right, she added.

“Whenever we remember
them we gain fresh inspira-
tion,” said Sultana, adding
that with the landslide victory
in the 9th parliament the
countrymen now want to see
that their rights are estab-
lished and the trial of the war
criminalsis held.

Hasina to
establish good
governance,

“The party which is assum-
ing power should remember

that people have voted them
to fulfil their expectations and

it should implement what it
had committed to them,” she
said.

“ The recent victory is the
victory of the pro-liberation
forces and this victory reflects
the hatred of people towards
the war criminals. The young
generation has shown their
disregards for the war crimi-
nals by rejecting them in the
election,” said journalist
Shahriar Kabir.

“The motivation of youths
did not take place in a day.
Through arelentless effortswe
made them understood who
were our friends and who were
our foes during the liberation
war, and Justice Sobhan was
with us in this movement,” he

Polls victory reflects hatred
towards war criminals

Speakers tell memorial meet

added.

Justice Sobhan, Salma
Sobhan and Aminul Haque
were the persons who prac-
tised what they believed, said
Dr Hamida Hossain.

Prof Rehman Sobhan,
Mofidul Haque, Advocate
Farid Ahmed, Khushi Kabir
and Mintu Barua also spoke
about their memories with
these great personalities.

Salma Sobhan founded
ASK in 1986 to.make the
deprived women in the coun-
try aware of their rights. She
breathed her last on
December 30, 2003.

Justice Sobhan, who was
also one ofthe founding mem-
bers of ASK, died on
December 31 of last year,
while Aminul Haque passed
awayon July 13 of 1995.

Two BSF men caught for
entering Bangladesh

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushna

Bangladeshi people on
Challishpara frontier at
Daulatpur upazilahere caught
two Indian Border Security
Force (BSF) men when they
illegally entered Bangladesh
territory and fired on them
yesterday.

Sources said one of the BSF
members was bullet-hit. BDR,
however, did not disclose
names of the BSF forces.

opened fire on the innocent
Bangladeshi people. At one
stage, one BSF man got bullet
injury with his own firearms
and fell down on the spot,
+while “another Stopped the
ﬁn_ng' L n £ 1LY

The local people then
caught both the BSF men and
informed local Chilmari BDR
outpost of the matter.

The BDR team from the
outpost rushed to the spotand
arrested them. No causalities
of the local people were

DUTA ELECTIONS

Blue Panel bags

Panel six posts
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Pro-Awami League 'Blue
Panel’ bagged the post of
president while pro-BNP-
Jamaat "White Panel' secured
the post of general secretary in
the election to the executive
committee of Dhaka
University Teachers'
Association (Duta) yesterday.

Out of the 15 posts on the
executive committee, Blue
Panel won a total of nine posts
and its rival panel got six posts.
Left-leaning 'Pink Panel’ teach-
ers participated in the election
under the banner of Blue Panel.

Prof Khondoker Bazlul
Haque of international busi-
ness department was elected
president and Prof ABM
Obaidul Islam general secre-
tary by defeating Prof Sirajul
Islam of management depart-
ment and Prof Anwar Hossain
of microbiology respectively.

Prof Md AkhtaruzZaman
and Prof Momtaj Uddin
Ahmed of Blue Panel won the
posts of the vice-president and
treasurer respectively. Their
rvals were Prof
Mahmud Hasan and Prof
Jahangir Alam Chowdhury.

The post of joint
went to Prof Md Lutfur
Rahman of White Panel. His
nval was Dr Zeenat Huda of
Blue Panel. '

The six members elected
from the Blue Panel are Prof
. St Arefin  Siddique, Prof
« RIM Aminur Rashid, Prof Kazi
Shahidullah, Prof Fakrul Alam,
Prof Harun-or Rashid and Prof
Syed Manzoorul Islam.

Four other members were
elected from the White Panel.
They are incumbent Duta
president Prof Sadrul Amin,
ProfTasmeri SA Islam, Dr AKM

9 posts, White ‘
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we will be able to form a cor- In its primary reaction over

preparing the voter list, printing
ballot papers in a very short

ruption-free Bangladesh,” he

the 9th parliamentary elec-
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should run under an elected
government rather than a

Fatema Khairunnesa, wife of
late Syed Ashraf Ali, passed
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View exchange
meeting

terday afternoon. Ameer of the

party Motiur Rahman Nizami

presided over the meeting.
According to the state-

polls to be held on January 22.

The returning officers
(ROs) concerned recently
cancelled their nomination
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Love, Care, Divinity and tireless Dedication ~ to find them in one person is rare, very rare. But among us, in Bangladesh, there breathes a soul who ;/? b °
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belongs to that super elite of humanity. Her name is Valerie Ann Taylor. £LF
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Born on 8th February, 1944 in the UK, she came to Bangladesh in 1969 and had to leave for sometime during the early part of the War of
independence in 1971. After she returned to independent Bangladesh, she began her journey of helping out the physically disabled; promising and
fulfilling their dreams of living a life like any one of us. For the first time they were made to belong to the mainstream of the society.
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valerie Ann Taylor

BANGLADESH’S
B FLORENCE
~ NIGHTANGLE

She set up the Centre for the Rehabilitation of the Paralysed (CRP) in 1979 to provide holistic treatment and rehabilitation to people with disabilities,
CRP started its journey with four patients in two disused warehouses belonging to Shaheed Suhrawardy Hospital in Dhaka. After eleven years of
operating from different rental premises in Dhaka, CRP moved to Savar in 1990, Valerie's achievements have been recognized with many accolades.
Among them she received National Social Service Award (2000) by the Ministry of Social Welfare, Rokeya Shining Personality Award (2005) and Order
of the British Empire (OBE) in 1995 '
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in 1998 Valerie was granted Bangladeshi Citizenship.
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We shall always bear the love of Valerie close to our heart and feel proud to have Valerie as a Bangladeshi national.
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