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POPULAR VOTES

get food prices &8 [ 55,c up, BNP
Hasina discloses her priority list at first briefing after poll m:,,e:m‘ia,uad

triumph; seeks Khaleda's help in running country; | readers, 2 Op C dOWn

asks party loyals to show forgiveness AU RGNS

qu‘.J 4

~  and advertisers a SHAKHAWAT LITON and SHARIFUL ISLAM votes cast for BNP in the just concluded 9th
STAFF CORRESPONDENT d : d i : ~  parliamentary election got reduced by 20 per-
IS tO eC]. e On happy New Year. A calculation of the votes cast in Monday's  centcompared toits gain in 2001 election.
O League (AL) President Sheikh ' election showed that Awami League (AL) In 2001 it had got 40.97 percent of the votes
Hasina yesterday said her government's a r a_k g ‘I' E bagged about 25 percent more votes in this cast which got reduced to 32.74 percent on
st fika would he to bring down the C et er O S Ex BNP MP electionthan ithadin 2001. December29, 2008.

arices of essentials within people's reach
and alleviate poverty. And in this mission,
she sought cooperation of her political
archrival Khaleda Zia.

“Povertyis our lone enemy and we will
have to eradicate it, reduce price hike and
.mprove people's living standard,”
Hasina said at her first news conference
after winning a landslide victory in the
ninth parliamentary election on

legality Munshi jailed [t secured 40.13 percent of popular votes in These numbers clearly indicate a swing

2001, which got jacked up to 49.02 percent this  from BNP to AL among voters, at least by 20
Hasinatells CA

fOl‘ VlOlating time around. percent.
DT A CORRESPONDENT, Comnilla PEOPLE'S MANDATE

On the other hand, the number of popular SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
electoral code
Awami League President Sheikh Hasina

yesterday said the legality of the present g'mamsumcczmtheruycs:lwf- - TR 4.28% %
caretaker government will be finally o e s o T B s > 49 e 55 40.13%

Bex23 decided in the ninth parliament half years’ imprisonment to A0 S 02% ' '
December 29. : . . | =1 former BNP lawmaker IR G 00
$oh o o v e iy o - - R S After making a courtesy call on Chief Y e \ 2 0 0 8 ks | } ™ 2 1

: din . : : Manjurul Ahsan Munshi for R e
sought cooperation of all, including the Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed at his office, vinla]ting caHE G Alacidral CORL Ay
opposition and other political parties, in  Zlatoaccept the pollsresults. "I thinkshe  Hasina made the remark responding to a

Awami League Awaml| League

conduct during the polling on = Jatiya Pa = Jatiya Party
establishing a new political culture to  [Khaleda] should accept the people's reporter's question regarding her stance | December29. & A ! : B:‘:;ﬂ rty rhesas
build a developed, modern and poverty-  verdict reflected in the free, fair and over the legality of the caretaker govern- Judicial magistrate Md Zahir Jamaat Jamaat
free Bangladesh. ransparent election,” the AL chief told mentinstalled through 1/11 changeover. | Uddin also fined Munshi Tk 32.74% " Others "

She urged BNP Chairperson Khaleda SEE PAGE 15 COL 4 SEE PAGE 15 COL 6 SEE PAGE 15 COL 3 6.65%

Wln v i abuse k()bservers find no | . Happy New Yea".'.i"
of religion irregularities - W

? [Civfl society observes about Jamaat | Say polls were held in a fair,
; -')downfall; the party tightlipped transparent manner

! JULFIKAR AL MANIK STAFF CORRESPONDENT

!

Corruption, alleged links to militancy and campaigns about the | Foreign election observers yesterday said they did not find any
role in genocide of 1971 led gp voters' humiliating rejection of | Instance of ‘election manipulation’ in the December 29 parlia-
Jamaat's religion-based politics in the parliamentary polls, say | mentarypollsasalleged by the BNF. : :
. political analysts and civil society leaders. _The observers at separate press conferences in the capital
“The voters have rejected misuse of religion in politics said the election was flree. If;ur and transparent and held in a
through their ballots,” political analyst Prof Imtiaz Ahmed told | Peacefulatmosphere with high turnout.

" The Dailv Star. The le didn't I . i ey They also urged all political parties including BNP to accept e
>pn]jtical;ains b adszgp T HaF it o G Xe the election results for the sake of strengthening democracy in - Hﬂb&‘t
| e = . . Bangladesh. P
Human nights activist and fi > :
3 TP ulghna Ic: ﬂ; :;: g U{_:‘}T:gtsfi Eza::;liz;iﬂz i The winners should be generous and help the opposition "'“"‘i-a.{_.‘gs ,
lelnmlles' R Tl{e h'ave e e h ball parties play a constructive role in the parliament, they said, - - 4
il 1 y FYOVER PRAILUIRUER ULI01S adding that the polls marked an important step towards re- | B 5 .

that theydon'tlike communalism, chauvinism and fascism."
Veteran freedom fighter and former army chief Lt Gen (retd)

M Harun-ur-Rashid believes the new generation rejected
Jamaat whenthey learned for the first time about the party’'s role

establishing democratic governance in Bangladesh.
Disclosing the preliminary findings, European Union
Election Observation Mission's (EUEOM) Chief Observer Graf
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. Lambsdorff said apart from minor technical difficulties, profes-

inl971. : ‘ sionalism, transparency and credibility were the hallmarks of
However, Jamaat's top leaders are sceptical about the factors | the ninth parliamentary elections.

¢ behind their election debacle. One top leader of the party Referring to BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia's claims,

declined to say anything and a defeated candidate ruled out the | Lambsdorff said the results were accurate and they did not find
possibility of war crimeand militancyissuesbehind their defeat. | anyinstance of fraud in the election process and vote counting.

E ¥

Speaking anonymously, a Jamaat leader said the election He said there was allegation of irregularities in a few polling efficiency is our strength ;
results came as huge frustration to the party with grassroots | centresbutitdid nothave anyimpactonthe electionresults. :
leaders and wnrkprm-nquiringabnutLhef;xilun:nfrhf-r_np brass. | SEE PAGE 15 COL 8 mercial Arca Dhaka-1000. Phone : 9559333, Fax - 88 02 9561213, www AT ::_'
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