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Sanjoy Ghosh The portrait of an artist | °

KAVITA CHARAN]I

Patriotic and inspirational songs
at Srijon's monthly programme

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

-----------------------------------------

The world through the
eyes of a child, human
relationships and the
mysteries of space. These
subjects fascinate
Kolkata-based artist
Sanjoy Ghosh who
recently displayed his
works at the art gallery of
the majestic Travancore
Palace in New Delhi.
Among his show stealers
at the exhibition, titled
The Waiting, was The
Great Attachment, a
mixed media on canvas. A
semi-abstract work,
Ghosh has a unique expla-
nation for the painting.
“Suddenly it came upon
me that our planet is mov-
ing through space at a very
high speed and we are
attached to it like ants and
can't get out. I felt my
pelvis very heavy and I am
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In continuation of their regular monthly
programme -- on the last Saturday of
every month -- cultural organisation
'Srijon’ arranged a musical soiree featur-
ing songs of yesteryears, on De cember 27.

The programme was held at Poet Sufia
Kamal Auditorium, National Museum.,
Titled “Bijoy Ullash,” the programme was
the 77th arrangement by the organisa-
tion.

Apart from Rabindra and Nazrul
Sangeet, artistes also performed songs of
Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra and more.

The event started with a rendition of
Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra songs --
“Rokto diye naam likhechhi” and “Mora
ekti phoolkey bachabo boley” -- by
Rafiqul Alam Selim. Sheikh Ruhul Amin
performed “Chander kalonko achhey
boley”. Nusrat Jahan Runa sang an old
film classic “Kichhu apni shonan” and
“Tomar angina thekey”. Zakir Hossein
sang -- “Jareyjabijodija”.

Badrunnesa Dalia rendered “Moner

An artiste sings at the programme.

rangey rangabo” and the SD Burman
classic “Tumi esheychhiley porshu”
Sanjida Titli performed “Aj noy gungun®
and a patriotic song “Ek nodi rokto
periye'.

Noted Nazrul artiste Kalpana Anam
also performed at the programme.

Renowned music composer Shujeo
Shyam was the chief guest at the
programme,
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Academy Awards voting under way

The first round of voting for the Oscars
has begun after ballot papers were
posted to members of the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences,

Some 5,810 voting members will
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as the 2009 winners on 22 February.

This year's awards will be hosted by
Australia actor Hugh Jackman.

Early front-runners for best film
include Mumbai-set drama Slumdog
Millionaire, directed by British director
Danny Boyle.

The Curious Case of Benjamin But-
ton, starring Brad Pitt, is also tipped for

the top prize.

Membership of the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 1s
made up of actors, directors and other
professionals from across the industry.

Guild (SAG) awards - one of the key
indicators for Oscar success.

British actress Kate Winslet was
shortlisted in two categories, as best
actress for Revolutionary Road and best
supporting actress for post-war drama
TheReader.

Political biopic Milk and play adap-
tations, Doubt and Frost/Nixon, were

among films shortlisted for the SAG
best ensemble award - its equivalent of
a best picture prize.

On Tuesday, SAG, which has 120,000
members, postponed its vote on

The union objects to studio plans to
make one-off rather than residual
payments to actors i m shows made for
the internet. '

Any strike action could cripple the
Oscar ceremony, with actors unlikely to
cross picketlines.

gppasgassasabsnisiss s erdipsEsRls s rad FAliSsARTd R P DA rESd e iFEFaRsAaFRas

Source: BBC

concentrating on the
space.”

Then there is an art
work titled The Relation,
also in mixed media. Here
we have the semi-nude
figures of a man and a
woman. “Here | have tried
to express the handicap of

she loves him.”

Another work that
captivates the viewer is
My Village, once again in
mixed media. With child-
like lines, Ghosh reveals
the view of a village
through a child's eyes. "I

Chariot of Life

love this painting very
much,” says Ghosh, going
on to add, “ Though I am
not from a village, I feel as
if I am there in its joyful,
pleasantenvirons.”

The high point of the
exhibition is the display of

cated man on a higher
plane.

The exhibition carries a
somewhat over the top
placard stating that since
1945 the finest wine com-
panies are commissioning
legends like Picasso, Dali

and Chagall to do their
paintings for their art
labels. Sanjoy, it says, is
the first Indian artist to get
this rare opportunity. “I
am very embarrassed to
find my name along with
such great artists. First

reservations, she per-
suaded me to do some art
works with the theme of
wine."

Hard to believe but the
talented Ghosh's right
arm is paralysed. After a
polio attack at the age of

four, he lost the use of his
hands and feet. Two years
later he recovered but he
has lost the use of his right
arm. Now he paints with
his left hand, a skill thathe
picked up in his child-
hood.

title of The Waiting? In his
words, “I feel that life is a
process of waiting. I have
waited a long time and am
still waiting for inspiration
and appreciation from art
lovers.” Hopefully the
waiting will end soon.
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