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corruptionists, and patrons of
militants and criminal activi-
tes’.

"We want to root out corrup-
tion and criminal activities from
Bangladesh. Bangladesh
should be developed and

with ty in the
gobalarena," Hasina said

Thousands of AL activists
lndmppl}l’tﬂs aswellasa
numberof non-partisan people
joined the rally.

AL supporters arrived at the
venue from different parts of the
city, with colourful processions,
chanting slo for AL's elec-
tion symbol 'boat’, singin
songs, and danc:l.rﬁl to beats o
drums, tuming the meeting
venue and its adjacent areas
intoaseaofcrowd.

Introducing AL nominees
for the lamentary seats of
Dhaka city, the AL chief
the people to be united and to
decide whether they will vote
for corruptionists, criminals,
and militants, or for those who
will establish peace and secu-
rity, and reduce prices of every-
dayessentials.

Asttrfocrmvdm wdma.lh their
support for the grand alliance in
the election by raising their
hands, Hasina said, " ah,
people will vote for the boat and
ensure d alliance’s victory
and will free themselves from
the clutches of the patrons of
criminals and corruptionists.”

"We want to say, this country
is for the people. We liberated
the country through the war of
liberation. So, there will be no
place for looters, cormuptionists
and criminals in this country.
The country must be saved
from their hands, " shesaid.

Hasina urged the crowd togo
from door to sg:gl;lgm mm;euy
AL's message ing votes for
theboat.

A four-tier security measure
was with deployment
of around 3,000 law enforcers
including the ial Security
Force, Army, and police. A
number of intelligence officials
were also on duty in and around
the venue.

People were allowed to enter
Paltan Maidan only after pass-
ing through several metal
detecting archways. The meet-
ing venue had been swept by

's dog squad and bomb
disposal unit before the rally.
Law enforcers were posted on
top ol buldings around the area
with binoculars, and a number
of closed-circuit TV cameras
were also set up in an around
the venue.

In her 22-minute address,

thinglyeriticised
immediate past regime of
BNP-Jamaat alliance for ‘resort-
ing to wide scale corruption,
misrule, crimifal activities, for
sponsoring militancy in the
name of Islam, for hiking up
S5 i pharsing tomand;
undering thousands
ofn'nmnftak:mg

She also urged voters not to
vote for war criminals and anti-
liberation forces.

"We want to build
Bangladesh in the sprit of the
war of liberation, free from

month ofindependence.

She pledged to reduce prices
of everyday essentials, increase
power generation, make educa-
tion free up to thelevel ofbache-
lor's degree, ensure community
health care in every village, and
to create employment for the

youth, if voted to -
The AL ident said, "We
Babar
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clause of the constitu-
Lutfozzaman has
been stripped of the party’s post

of publia my;nd pri-
mary ip,” sai apar?
press release signed by BN
Office Secretary Rizvi Ahmed

The éuntrmrsial ex-state
minister for home had been a

close aide to Tarique Rahman,
the eldest son of Khaleda Zia,

dmrEBNI-’ ﬂ:ihan tenure of the previous
. Ce government

Following the promulgation
of the state of emergency, the
joint forces arrested Babar after
recovering four firearms from his
Gulshan residence in the capital
on 28.

Al a Dhaka court on
October 30 sentenced Babarto 17
years' rigorous imprisonment for
possessing firearms and
ammunition, BNP high-up
did not take any action against
lt}im ignoring the party constitu-

on.

As per the BNP constitution, a
convicted person or anyone
publicly known as a corrupt
person cannot remain in

Eihu. who was released
recently, filed nomination as an

independent candidate for
M‘&mn-l constituency since

the party did not give him ticket
his conviction. BNP
Ataul Haque as its

candidate in the consti )
Even the returning officer
cancelled Babar's candidarure,
but the chamber judge of

will make Dhaka a modemn city
free of criminal activities, traffic
congestion, and power, water
and gas outages, and will
improve communication with
other parts of the country.”

Addressing the first time
voters, Hasina said her electoral
aliance wants to present a
develnggﬂ. prosperous, and
digital %t:desh to the new
generation by 2021, when the
country will celebrate the
golden jubilee of its independ-
ence.

"We will build a developed
munt?r full of possibilities and
free of poverty, where all will
have access to health care and
education, there will be food
security, so no one is deprived of
food, and the challenges of the
21st century will be faced
baoldly," shesaid.

Criticising the immediate
past BNP-Jamaat-led four-party
alliance government, Hasina
said the BNP-Jamaart alliance,
after assuming power in 2001
‘through vote rigging', hiked

rices of all essentials and

ooted thousands of crores of
taka which they siphoned off to
foreign countries’.

She also alleged that former
rime minister Khaleda Zia and
ormer finance minister M

Saifur Rahman ‘whitened
crores ofblackmoney'.

Hasina said the four-party
alliance chief and Saifur
Rahman ‘will have to account
for whitening their black
money .

The BNP-Jamaat alliance
tarnished the image of the
country abroad through extort-
ing foreign telecom companies,
Khaleda's son's siphoned off
money was even traced abroad,
she alleged.

The AL chief was also highly
critical of Jamaat-e-Islami
Ban%adesh. BNP's key partner
in the four-party electoral
alliance, saying Jamaat is guilty
of mass kllings and rape of
thousands ofwomen during the
country's war of liberation, and
It IS now ua;lng to grab the state
power in name of the reli-
gion.

Saying thatIslamis areligion
of peace, the former premier
urged voters to beware of war
cnminals who are only using
Islam for political gains.

She said the people do not
want to see the national flag
fiving on the cars of anti-
Liberation war lorces.

At the end of her speech
Hasina became rather emo-
tonal when she was talking
about the assassinations of her
family members and about the
curse of poverty on the poor
people. .

She said she has been in
politics for the welfare of the
poorand the needy.

"I want to give the poor and
the distressed relief from pov-
erty and misery, and want to
bring happiness to them to fulfil
my father Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman's dream of
building a golden Bangla. No
matter how many threats and
attempts are made on my life, I
will continue to be in politics for
theirwelfare.”

Paltan packed
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joined the rally by chanting
slogans, singing songs and
dancing to the tune of musi-
cal instruments. The huge
gathering of the rally spilled

,over to nearby Motijheel,

Dilkusha, Fakirerpul,
Gulistan and Bijoynagar
areas.

AL men chanted
‘Joy...joy...joy habe, Naukar
joy habe’ (Victory will be for
boat). People who gathered
there earlier had received
others by repeated clapping.

The rally began at about
2:30pm through reading out
from religious text. All the
roads around Paltan Maidan,
including Bangabandhu
Avenue, Gulistan,
Muktangan, Paltan, Dilkusha
and Dainik Bangla crossings,
were full of people by 3:00pm.

As AL supporters continu-
ally arrived and tried to reach
the venue of the rally, a huge
crowd spilled over into
nearby roads in front of
Bangladesh Secretariat,
Bijoynagar and Fakirerpool
on the weekly holiday.

The AL activists and work-
ers were then seen listening
to the speech of AL President
and former prime minister
Sheikh Hasina through loud-
speakers from those places as
they could not reach the
venue. Many people also
painted Hasina's image on
their cheeks,

A banner read 'Be united
in the struggle for change,
vote for boat symbol' was
hung on the podium. One
side of the banner had the
image of Hasina and the other
side boat, the election symbol
of AL.

Though the AL supporters
thronged the meeting venue
with enthusiasm, they were
kept far from the highly
secured dais surroundeg by
bullet-proof glass. Hasina
also delivered her speech
from behind bullet-proof

ass.

The authorities opened
the main gate of the ground
around 2:00pm allowing
people to enter through the
gate, the only gate between
Bangabandhu National
Stadium and Maulana
Bhasani Hockey Stadium,
People had to go through
several check points to enter
there.

Khaleda
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“Cast your votes for the BNP
candidates to keep the develop-
ment activities of the previous
BNP-led four-party alliance
government continuing,”
Khaleda said at another rally at
Basabo around 11:00pm.

She also urged city dwellers
to attend the BNP's rally at
Paltan Maidan today.

Khaleda's motorcade even
visited the narrow roads of AGB
Colony and Railway Colony at
Motijheel and Shajahanpur.

Members of the law enforce-
mentagencies had to struggle to
control the crowd desperately
trying to have a glimpse of the
BNP chief, who visited most
constituencies in the city.

Non-brand
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quality) is selling at Tk 60 per

Kg," he said adding that it was
75aweekback.

Yesterday per Kg non-brand
soyabean oll was selling at Tk
100-102 while aweek agoitsold
forTk110-112, retailers said.

During a visit to different
small city markets it was found
that retailers in such markets
had not yet lowered the prices.
They were selling per Kg palm
and super palm oil at Tk 60 and
Tk 80 respectively taking the
advantage of the ignorance of
customers.

In wholesale markets per kg
palm oil was selling for Tk 44,
per kg super palm oil for Tk 57
and per kg soyabean oil for Tk
97 on Thursday, city's Moulovi
Bazar oil traders informed.

Prices of all brands of
soyabean oil have not yet
plummeted inthe city markets,
tradersadded.

Representatives of different
brand soyabean oil companies
assured that the prices would
decrease but they did not
mention to what extent it
would come down, market
sources said.

AKM Fakhrul Alam, regional
manager of Malaysian Palm Oil
Council said in December one
lakh tonne of palm oilhad been
imported in the country and
distributed to different mar-
kets while recently imported 42
thousand tonnes of soyabean
oil are yet to be distributed to
themarkets.

He also informed that per
tonne crude palm oil costs
sot2 whiie d KR

costsS730.

Campaign ends
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The EC news release yesterday
urged allto abide by the instruc-
tons.

Although official poll cam-
paigns end at midnight today,
the candidates however are

LA sy aDean

expected to carry on quieter |

public relations in their last
ditch efforts to get the voters to
vote for them in the December
29 poll.

According to the amended
RPO, the original schedule for
the end of campaigns had been
8:00am today, but the EC
extended the time limit by 16
hours.

The EC yesterday in another
circular directed the returning
officers (ROs) and the chiefs of
law enforcement agencies to
allow supporters of candidates
within a radius of 400 yards of
the polling centres to provide
voters with their voter numbers
andserialnumbers.

“Such activities will not be
considered as violations of the
electoral rules,” the EC said in
thecircular.

BAN ONVEHICLES

Through the circular, the EC
also imposed a ban on move-
ment of some types of vehicles
across the country, from mid-
night of December 28 till mid-
nightofDecember29.

The vehicles are baby taxis,
auto rickshaws, taxi cabs, jeeps,
Eid& up vans, cars, buses, trucks,

uman haulerslocally known as
‘tempos’, launches, speedboats
and all other types of motorised
watervehicles.

The ban however will not be
effective onthe highways.

In the metropolitan areas, a
ban on movement of motor-
bik;fu gt;lll lcjiiyl::u cﬂ’fict from
midnight to ill midnight of
December31. En

However, the ban will not be
applicable to the movement of
vehicles transporting election
observers and jo ists, both
international and domestic
who will have legal identity
cards, to vehicles ing law
enforcers, to ambulances, and
to vehicles used for providing
unhl_‘ry_:semm

e ban can also be relaxed
for vehicles used election
candidates and their election
agents, albeit with permissions
from returning officers.

4-party rally
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rally atthe same venue.

ike Awami League, BNP
has also exerted every effort to
put up a huge showdown at
the Paltan Maidan today, the
last day of the election cam-
pailﬂ'l ahead of December 29
po

BNP and its associate
organizations held a meeting
at the p city office on
December 24 to make the
grandrally asuccess.

~ The former premier who
kicked off her party's election-

cering from Sylhet on
December 12 has already
toured country's most of the
places for the polls campaign.
Khaleda will also address the
nation today. The Bangladesh
Betar and television will broad-

castherspeech live,

la

N
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37 bombs seized
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m;:lorts: Detective Branch of

Police (DB) with the help of
Boalia police recovered 25
bombs from a private dormi-
tory named Montu Mia Student
Residence at Meherchandi,
adjacent to Rajshahi University
(RU).

Police also arrested five RU
students for interrogation.

They are Shibir activists
Ruhul Amin and Rafiqul Islam,
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal activ-
ist Kamrul Hassan and
Bangladesh Chhatra League
activist Habib and Rashid.

Police said they raided the
building early in the moming
and recovered the bombs
wrasppcdinmdnndblacktapc&

ub-inspector of Motihar
Police Station Alamgir said the
:{ﬂmcmade bombs are power-

DB Assistant Police
Commissioner Mafuzur
Rahman said someone might
have hidden the bombs there to
carry out acts of sabotage in the
upcomingelection.

A correspondent from
Benapole adds: Police recov-
ered three powerful bombs
from the residence of Awami
League activist Mobarok
Hossain at Sarsa upazila in the
Moming.

Explosives-experts of the
army defused the bombs.

On December 21, Rab recov-
ered 10 kgs of gunpowder at
Goga Kalianivillage.

Our Meherpur correspon-
dent reports: Rab recovered
three one-kg bombs last night
near Chak Shyamnagar School
of Mujibnagar upazila in the
district.

Lt Col Nur Mohammad 'IhnC}
Aziz of Rab said a group o
criminals being chased by Rab
members left the bombs there
atabout8:00pm.

BSS reports: The police
recovered six bombs from the
house of Saiful at Hapania Bazar
in Naogaon and arrested his

wife Mina Begum, son Shahid
and sister Mazeda Begum in
this connection.

Police said Saiful is a mem-
berofarobber gang.

Our Thakurgaon correspon-
dent adds: Panchagarh police
yesterday arrested three sus-

ected JMB operatives at
okrapara in the town.

They are Mohammad Nazrul
Islam, 23, of Barokumulia vil-
lage, Zakir Hossain, 26, and
Mohammad Anisuzzaman, 24,
of Kolatia village.

Zamir Uddin, officer-in-
charge of Panchagarh Police
Station, said they arrested the
youths at about 10:00am for
theirsuspicious movements.

Elect honest
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electoral alliance comprising
Gono Forum led by him,
Bikapadhara Bangladesh led
by former president AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury and
three other parties, at Karwan
Bazarin the capital.

Dr Kamal said the main
objectives of Jatiya Jukta Front
are empowerment of people
and establishmentof healthy
politics, Its election manifesto
assured people of establishing
an education system of inter-
national standard, he added.

The Front leader stressed
bringing an end to ill politics
for materialising people’s
dream for a better future.

He criticised the previous
government for massive
corruption.

Another Front leader, Maj
(Retd) MA Mannan, who is a
candidate for Dhaka-11 con-
stituency that includes
Karwan Bazar, said they are
committed to bringing all
possible reforms in politics.

Badruddoza Chowdhury ,
Mahi B Chowdhury and some
Front nominees for different
constituencies in the city also
addressed the rally.

New voters
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Mohammad Harun, a resident
of Bhola, could not register as
a voter as he failed to arrange
the travel fare to go home. But
he docs not regret. "Why
should I regret? What would «
party's winning bring for me?
My fate was never agreeably
influenced by any of the previ-
ouselections,” he said.

“I will cast vote for the first
time but this will also bé my
last time if I see political lead-
ers not changing their atti-
tudes,” said Shanf, a resident
of Nar:manganj having busi-
nessin the capital.

The fresh voters came
down heavily on political
parties for their contradictory
approaches and breaking

romises over national issues
ike trying war criminals.
Some even spoke for discard-
ing all the present political
parties for reinstating
Razakars in politics in the
post-independence
Bangladesh by forming alli-
ances.

"Political parties form
alliances although their con-
stitutions contradict. They
have only one policy in com-
mon--capturing power. Had
the BNP not backed Jamaat-e-
Islami, it would not become so
strongernow,” Zubayer said.

Kamal Hossain, a student
of Jamia Qurania Kawmi
Madrasa in Lalbagh and a
voter of Magura-2, said, "I do
not like Razakars but I cannot
deny Quran. I will not vote for
any party thatdoes not respect
Alems [Muslim scholars).”

Most fresh voters observed
that introduction of castin
no-vote will not be success
as most voters are illiterate
and do not understand the
significance of the opportu-
nity.

“After going to the polling
centres people will not want to
waste their votes and will
definitely cast votes for some-
one,” said Mohammad Eman,
a resident of Ganaktuli
sweeper colony.

CAMPAIGNS IGNORE
THEM

A small number of candi-
dates are speaking about the

fresh voters in their speeches
but campaigns of most aspi-
rants do not address the
youths.

While announcing the AL's
election manifesto, Sheikh
Hasina said, "We dedicate our
‘Vision-2021' to the young
generationregistered as voters
this year for the first time with
an aim of building a bright
future for them,

"In order to prepare our-
selves to face the challenges of
globalisation, we want to
utilise the immense potentials
of our new generation of
voters. We have formulated
our election manifesto and
work programmes for them,"
she added.

Referring to the AL chief's
video conference with voters
and campaign through SMS
and internet, party candidate
in Gopalganj-1 Col (retd)
Faruk Khan told The Daily Star
that, "These are our message
to the 32 percent young voters
that we have not simply given
a statement [in out manifesto]
to attract them but we do
mean to build a digital
Bangladesh for them by 2021 if
we gettheirsupport.”

BNP, on the other hand,
stuck to its traditional outlook
about the young generation,
The party's manifesto says
planned efforts will be made
to involve youths in produc-
tive activities and pledges to
take measures to save youths
from drug addiction and anti-
social activities and give assis-
tance to those willing to go
abroad.

Azizul Bari Helal, BNP-led
four-party alliance candidate
from Dhaka-18, said, "Fresh
voters are not important just
for their votes but for their
opinions too. Only youths can
introduce a new trend of
breakingold practices.”

BNP candidate for Dhaka-
12 advocate Khandaker
Mahbub Uddin Ahmed
pledged to work within and
outside the party to gather
opinion of the youths to bring
changes in his party's political
outlook.

Attorney
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They say that the department
will appoint 66 district attor-
neys, 130 additional district
attorneys, 260 joint district
attorneys and 520 assistant
district attorneys. Attorneys
for entry-level posts will be
appointed through the Public
Service Commission (PSC).
More than 1,200 govern-
ment temporary lawyers are
dealing cases for th‘:}:state at
the subordinate courts across
the country. The new law offi-
cers after their recruitment will
replace them in phases,
sources said. -
Lawyers over 30 years old
who passed honours and
master's in law with at least
second class from any regis-
tered university will be eligi%?e
forthe posts of assistant district
attorneys. Assistant district
attorneys with five years' expe-
rience will be eligible for the
posts of jointdistrictattomeys.
Joint district attorneys with
three years' experience can
apply for the posts of addi-
tional district attorney and
additional district attorney will

office

be eligible for the post of dis-
trictattorney.

Lawyers under the age of 54
and having 15 years' experi-
ence in the profession be
eligible for the post of district
attorney; lawyers under the age
of 45 will be eligible for the post
of additional district attorney
and lawyers under the age of 38
will be eligible for joint district
attorney for direct recruitment
through the Attorney
Department.

The law ministry in August
sent a proposal to the estab-
lishment ministry for creating
about 3,700 posts for the
department and the judiciary.
But the establishment ministry
on November 25 approved
2,098 posts including 976 posts
forlawyers.

Ahigh official of the govern-
ment said the matter, whichisa
good initiative of the present
carctaker government, should
be finalised within a very short
time,

He apprehended that if this
matter 15 not finalised by this
government, political interfer-
ence mightbogitdown.

Dhaka dates
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Paltan ground in the final
hours to the December 29
elections,

As the day wore on, hun-
dreds of thousands of people
in processions swarmed into
the rallying point. Many
danced to the drumbeats and
music, a common election-
time scenario, as they poured
in from different directions.

The weekend holiday
worked as an advantage for
the campaigners.

Md Rajib, a BBA student,
who went to Paltan ground,
told The Daily Star: “The rally
pulled in many more people
than before.”

Rajib noticed a high level of
discipline among political
activists, which was almost
absentin the past.

The four-party alliance also
meandered through Dhaka
thoroughfares in colourful
processions. Adherents of the
four-party alliance imperson-
ated farmers and folk singers
on the truck-mounted stages.

One procession snaked out
of Siddheswari Road shortly
before 5pm yesterday, creat-
ing brief traffic jams on the
road. Farther up, some cam-
paigners were pumping out
pop music from a sound sys-
tem on the roadside. RAB
officers were on guard, just
yards away.

Dhaka residents found
themselves caught in the
pockets of gridlock, which was
a bit unusual for a Friday. But
the days to the elections will
be marked by crowds, traffic
jams and an unknown num-
ber of processions and rallies
as expected.

Signs are already out there.
As the evening deepened,
many election rallies contin-
ued much across the city.
Political leaders spurred their
campaigners with calls to
intensify  the last-minute
door-to-door campaigns.

Election takes
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able to provide you with capi-
tal market news on December
30; but the page will be refash-
ioned into a space for more
election news and pictures.
Star Business comes back in
pink with New Year's flavour
onJanuary 1.

Judicial
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deputy commissioners and
upazila nirbahi officers who
are chiefs of the district and
upazila administration, had
earlier appointed 319 execu-
tive magistrates to run mobile
courts for holding trial of
electoral offences.

But the ministry's bid did
not work as the Supreme
Court (SC) viewed that only
judicial magistrates could try
electoral offences as executive
magistrates do not have the
authoritytodo thejob.

The EC then sought
approval of the SC for assign-
ing judicial magistrates to try
polls offences.

Following the SC's
approval, the EC on
Wednesday assigned 286
judicial magistrates. But the
EC Secretariat took two days
to get the gazette notification
onitpublished.

Finally, the judicial magis-
trates started doing their job
yesterday. :

But on the very first day,
they faced non-cooperation of
the field level administration
who did not provide them
logistic support like transport.
So, they could not move to
different places to watch
whether any electoral offences
were being committed, a
number of judicial magis-
trates told the EC Secretariat
over telephone.

As per the gazette notifica-
tion, judicial magistrates will
take cognisance of electoral
offences till December 31.
They will hold summary trial
in their specified constituen-
cies.

As per the RPO, judicial
magistrates are assigned to
hold trial of electoral offences
that include interfering or
attempting to interfere when a
voter casts vote, defacing or
destroying ballot paper, creat-
ing obstacles to polling or
counting of votes, resorting to
violence, and intimidating
voters or those involved in
polls activities or duties.

Trains collide
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station while Brahmaputra to
cross the station.

Getting the news of the
collision, railway DG Belayet
Hossain along with other senior
officials rushed to the spotwhile
army personnel and Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab), police
and fire service members con-
ducted the rescue operation.

Railway sources said two
salvage trains--one from
Mymensingh and another from
Dhaka--rushed to the spot and
cleared the rail track Rail com-
munication was restored on the
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The Indian ships made coun-

ter claims yesterday that the
Bangladesh Navy frigate
Khaled Bin Walid was 60 miles
inside Indian waters.

However, tension between
the two countries was mini-
mal as there were no Indian
warships visible. Bangladesh
Navy also withdrew Khaled
Bin Walid from the spot and
replaced it with a smaller
naval ship to keep watch until
the Indian survey ships leave
the disputed waters.

A source said that it looked
like the Indian ships would be
leaving the spot within a cou-
ple ofdays.

Meanwhile, a foreign min-
istry spokesman yesterday
said the Indian survey vessel
and its two support ships had
initially moved towards Indian
waters but were spotted inside
Bangladesh waters Thursday
afternoon.

A ministry press release
quoted the spokesman as
saying that the government
was going to lodge a formal
complaint to the Indian
authorities asking them not to
do any exploratory work until
the maritime border issue is
solved through mutual agree-
ment.

This is the first time Indian
oil and gas survey ships
entered Bangladesh maritime
economic zones. Last month,
a tensed situation developed
when Myanmar sent a drilling
rig well within Bangladesh
waters along with warships.

The situation calmed down

Indian ships still

when the South Korean com-
pany operating the rig with-
drewto avoid a conflict forcing
Myanmar to stop the opera-
tion.

100 short-term
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were briefed on the Christmas

Day and will now travel to the
areas where they will observe
the opening, voting, closing
and counting processes in
polling centres.

All EU observers are bound
by an internationally accepted
code of conduct. This means
that they maintain strict neu-
trality in the course of their
work and cannot interfere in
any way in the electoral pro-
cess.

Graham Elson, deputy
chief observer of the EUEOM,
said the observers' assess-
ment of the election day will
form part of the statement of
preliminary findings and
conclusions that the mission
willissue on December31.

“It's our hope that polling
on Dec 29 will proceed
smoothly and peacefully,’ he
said.

The long-term EU observ-
ers, led by chief observer
Alexander Graf Lambsdorff,
were redeployed in
Bangladesh in November
following an invitation by the
Election Commission.

The EUEOM is working
independently to conduct a
comprehensive assessment of
the electoral process and to
offer an impartial, balanced
and informed analysis.
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provincial police chief Tareq al-
Dulaimi said.

The three prisoners man-
aged to flee but one was recap-
tured, Dulaimi said, adding that
another four policemen were
wounded in the shootout that
occurred at 2 am (2300 GMT
Thursday) at Forsan police
station in the centre of Ramadi.

Ramadi police have

imposed a curfew in the city
following the incident, an inte-
nor ministry source said. The
source said a prisoner wanrinﬁ
to go to the toilet was escorte

from his cell by a policeman at 2
am, kicking off what appeared
tobeawell-planned operation.

"The policeman was over-
powered by the inmate who
seized his weapon and shot
him," the source said.

"He then opened up the
other cells and he and his fellow

risoners grabbed weapons
rom the police station's
armoury, opening fire on the
policemen.’

The prisoners battled police
for two hours before officers
managed to regain control of
the station, a local police official
said. The recaptured prisoner
suffered minorinjuries.

Farhan is locally know as
"Imad Omaya" which in Arabic
means "Imad the Killer."

On Friday the streets of
Ramadi, a city of 540,000 peo-
ple, were deserted and shops
were shut as a heavy police
presence fanned out In an
urgent hunt for the al-Qaeda

Qaeda 'emirs’

e&ca_[{:ees, anAFPreportersaid.

e predominantly Sunni
Arab city, which is the capital of
Anbar province, was a Er:y al-
Qaeda stronghold in the after-
math of the toppling of Saddam
Hussein's regime by US-led
forcesin 2003.

[raq’'s biggest province
became the theatre of a brutal
war focused on the cities of
Fallujah and Ramadi, while a
string of towns along the
Euphrates valley became insur-
gent strongholds and later safe
havens foral-Qaeda.

But since 2006 local Sunni
tribes there have sided with the
US military tofight the Jihadis.
Daily violence has dropped
dramatically in Anbar as al-
Qaeda fighters have been
pushed outoftheregion.

In September, US marines
tumed over control of Anbar to
about 28,000 Iragi police and
another 8,000 troops.

East of the city of Fallujah,
also in Anbar province, a
policeman was killed on
Friday by gunfire when a
driver tried to ram his in an
explosives-rigged truck into a
police checkpoint, local police
said.

The driveropened fire as he
sped towards them before
police shot him dead, averting
the explosion ofthe vehicle.

Two Iraqi soldiers were also
killed in the town of Balad Ruz
in the restive province of
Diyala by a roadside bomb

targeting their patrol.

Pakistan
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India is blaming Pakistan-
based militants for last
month's attacks on Mumbai.
[slamabad has said it will
cooperate in any probe, but
says it has seen no evidence
backingup India's claims.

Earlier India's prime
minister on Friday sum-
moned his military chiefs to a
meeting amid tensions with
rival Pakistan over last
month's carnage in Mumbai,
officials in New Delhi said.

Manmohan Singh was
closeted with the chiefs of air
force, navy and the million-
plus army to review "India's
defence preparedness,” an
official from the premier's
office said.

"The three chiefs made
presentations on India's
defence preparedness and
reviewed conventional mili-
tary threat scenarios as well as
counter-measures now in
place,” the official, who did
not want to be named, told
AFP.

Ties between the two
nuclear-armed rivals have
nosedived since the
November 26 Mumbai
attacks, which New Delhi
blames on Pakistan-based
militants.

Both sides have said they
do not want war but warn
they would actif provoked.

Pakistan and India have

fought three wars since their

independence from Britain in
1947, They came close to a

fourth in 2001 after suspected
Pakistani militants artacked
India's parliament. Both
countries rushed troops to
the disputed Kashmir region
but tensions cooled after
intensive international diplo-
macy.

routes around 3:00pm.

The neighbours have said
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they want to avoid military
conflict this time around, but
Pakistan has promised to
respond aggressively if India
uses force, an option the
Indian government has not
ruled out.

Pakistan has deployed
more than 100,000 soldiers in
Waziristan and other north-
western regions to fight
[slamic militants blamed for
surging violence against
Western troops in
Afghanistan.

The United States has
givens millions of dollars in
aid to Pakistan's army to fight
the militants in the region,
which is believed to be a
hiding place for Osama bin
Laden and othertop al-Qaeda
leaders.

A senior security official
refused to comment directly
on Friday's troop move-

ments, but said, "Necessary
defensive measures have
been taken, they are in place
and Pakistan's armed forces
are prepared to tackle any
eventuality.”

He asked his name not be
used, citing the sensitivity of
the situation.

Sri Lanka
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claims about casualties they
have inflicted on each other
and independent verification
is virtually impossible as
journalists and aid workers are
barred from the conflict area.
In January the Sri Lankan
government pulled out of a
2002 Norwegian-brokered
truce with the rebels, who
have been fighting since 1972
for a state for ethnic minority
Tamils separate from the
majority Sinhalese commu-

nity.




